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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to

          3  today's Finance Committee Hearing. My name is David

          4  Weprin, and I chair the Finance Committee. To my

          5  immediate left is Majority Leader Council Member

          6  Joel Rivera from the Bronx.

          7                 We have Council Member Gale Brewer

          8  from Manhattan. We have Council Member Leroy Comrie

          9  from Queens, and Council Member Oliver Koppell from

         10  the Bronx, and Council Member Mike McMahon from

         11  Staten Island.

         12                 Today we are conducting our first

         13  hearing on Intro. No. 547, a local law to establish

         14  the 161st Street Business Improvement District to

         15  the Borough of the Bronx.

         16                 Resolution 767-A, adopted by this

         17  Committee on February 2nd, 2005, set today as a

         18  hearing day so we may hear from all those who may be

         19  affected by the establishment of the BID who wish to

         20  speak.

         21                 After we hear from all witnesses, we

         22  will adjourn the hearing for at least 30 days, which

         23  is a statutorily mandated time during which property

         24  owners objecting to the establishment of the BID may

         25  file objections.
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          2                 In the absence of significant

          3  objections, if the Committee and the Council can

          4  answer the following four questions affirmatively,

          5  it may adopt the local law establishing the BID.

          6                 The four questions we must be

          7  prepared to answer are:

          8                 1. Were all notices of hearings

          9  required to be held published and mailed as required

         10  by law and otherwise sufficient?

         11                 2. Does all the real property within

         12  the district boundaries benefit from the

         13  establishment of the district, except as otherwise

         14  provided by the law.

         15                 3. Is all real property benefitted by

         16  the district included within the district? And;

         17                 4. Is the establishment of the

         18  district in the best interest of the public?

         19                 If the Committee finds in the

         20  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

         21  of objections required to prevent the creation of

         22  the BID are not filed, then the legislation can be

         23  adopted.

         24                 Council Member Helen Foster whose

         25  district is affected by the project strongly
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          2  supports the BID.

          3                 We're about to hear from the

          4  Department of Small Business Services, from

          5  Assistant Commissioner George Glatter.

          6                 We have also been joined by a number

          7  of colleagues.

          8                 We have Council Member Robert Jackson

          9  from Manhattan, Council Member Helen Sears from

         10  Queens, and on my immediate right -- Council Member

         11  Christine Quinn from Manhattan, and on my immediate

         12  right is Ann Brown, Deputy Counsel to the Finance

         13  Committee.

         14                 Commissioner Glatter.

         15                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Thank

         16  you, and good morning, Chairman Weprin, and members

         17  of the Finance Committee.

         18                 I'm George Glatter. I'm Assistant

         19  Commissioner at the Department of Small Business

         20  Services.

         21                 SBS supports the establishment of

         22  161st Street Business Improvement District in the

         23  Borough of the Bronx.

         24                 Geographically, the proposed 161st

         25  Street BID encompasses property fronting on both
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          2  sides of 161st Street, from River Avenue to Morris

          3  Avenue; the East Side of River Avenue between 158th

          4  Street and mid-block between 161st Street and 162nd

          5  Street; the East Side of Grand Concourse, between

          6  161st Street and 162nd Street; and Sheridan Avenue,

          7  midblock between 161st Street and 162nd Street.

          8                 The services to be provided in the

          9  161st Street BID includes street and sidewalk

         10  sweeping, maintenance and graffiti removal,

         11  marketing and promotion of the local area, holiday

         12  decorations, administration and other services as

         13  may be required for the promotion and enhancement of

         14  the district.

         15                 The 161st Street District Management

         16  Association will manage the district. The budget for

         17  the first year of operation is $190,000. As required

         18  by law, the 161st Street hearing Committee mailed a

         19  summary of the City Council resolutions to each

         20  owner of real property within the proposed district

         21  at the address shown at the latest City assessment

         22  roll.

         23                 To each such other persons as are

         24  registered with the City to receive tax bills

         25  concerning real property with a district, and to
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          2  tenants of each building within the proposed

          3  district.

          4                 In addition, SBS arranged for a

          5  publication of a copy of a summary of the

          6  resolution, at least once in the City Record.  Thank

          7  you, Mr. Chair.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          9                 Any questions for Mr. Glatter?

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 We have three other people that have

         12  signed up to testify.

         13                 We've also been joined by our

         14  Minority Leader, Jim Oddo, from Staten Island.

         15                 Welcome.

         16                 We have the first witness after Mr.

         17  Glatter is Ann Lindsey. From 891 Sheridan Avenue.

         18                 Ms. Lindsey.

         19                 MS. LINDSEY: Thank you. Good morning.

         20  My name is Ann Lindsey. I'm consultant for the 161st

         21  Street proposed Business Improvement District.

         22                 I'm from LTM Associates. I've been

         23  working on these projects for about nine years, and

         24  right now we are at the final stages, and we've gone

         25  through all the outreach and all the necessary steps
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          2  to be done for this project, we've done it more than

          3  five times over the nine years. And right now we had

          4  one objection, and during the course of the time of

          5  the objection, we have spoken to the landlord and he

          6  has possibly changed his mind.

          7                 So, right now we have 100 percent

          8  support for this BID, and we're just waiting to get

          9  started. The area needs the BID because of the

         10  growing population, working population we have

         11  there. We have a new court house that's coming,

         12  which is going to be within the next six, seven

         13  months, bring another 2,500 workers into the area.

         14  Plus there are a lot of other economic development

         15  programs that -- such as the new Yankee Stadium, and

         16  we need this BID. We really, really do.

         17                 I will answer any questions you may

         18  have.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Ms.

         20  Lindsey.

         21                 Which court house is coming in there?

         22                 MS. LINDSEY: We have the new Criminal

         23  Court House there on 161st Street, between Sheridan

         24  and Sherman.

         25                 As a matter of fact, it extends the
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          2  park, it's about three blocks long.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay.

          4                 Any questions for Ms. Lindsey?

          5                 Thank you very much for coming in.

          6                 MS. LINDSEY: Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: And you're

          8  strongly in support of the BID; is that correct?

          9                 MS. LINDSEY: Yes, that is.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Joseph Bastone,

         12  CPA.

         13                 Mr. Bastone, go ahead.

         14                 MR. BASTONE: Yes, good morning.

         15                 I'm Joe Bastone. The owner of the

         16  Yankee Tavern, I've been there since 1928. I've

         17  specifically been the owner for 18 years. About ten

         18  years ago we started a Merchants Association, and we

         19  realized that we needed a little help and nine years

         20  ago we tried to form a BID.

         21                 There's pretty much a consensus with

         22  the business owners that we need this BID, and we

         23  hope that you support us, because we need a

         24  mechanism with a manager to not only the merchants

         25  overlooking, overseeing the area, but someone who is
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          2  managing that we can direct things to and get the

          3  services we need, Sanitation, Security.

          4                 We have a shortage of parking. We

          5  want to address that issue. We have vendors on 161st

          6  Street which are blocking the streets. We would like

          7  to address that issue also.

          8                 And we're very anxious that you

          9  approve the BID and we can get this, the ball

         10  rolling.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Bastone.

         13                 MR. BASTONE: All right. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chairman,

         15  can I just say one thing?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Mr. Bastone, come

         17  back a second.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just want

         19  to congratulate you and thank you for all you're

         20  doing. I think it's great when businesses become

         21  involved in the community like you are, making the

         22  City a better place.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 MR. BASTONE: I've been in the

         25  neighborhood since I'm eight years old. I feel I'm a
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          2  part of that neighborhood. I'm there seven days a

          3  week, and, again, we do need a BID, because as Ann

          4  said, we have the new Supreme Court coming, there's

          5  a new shopping center coming.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Criminal Court.

          7                 MR. BASTONE: There's the Criminal

          8  Court, there's also a new shopping center in the old

          9  Bronx Terminal Market, and we need to make sure that

         10  we have Sanitation and security and a good flow of

         11  people going through the neighborhood, and we do

         12  need a manager and a BID helper.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I'm very

         14  supportive of that effort. But I just think it's

         15  great for you and for Ann and for people who are in

         16  the community, having the business and caring about

         17  it. It's a great thing. It makes a lot of

         18  neighborhoods in New York City great. We need some

         19  more business people like you.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 MR. BASTONE: All right. Thank you.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: And we've been

         24  joined by Council Member Eric Gioia from Queens.

         25                 And the final witness scheduled to
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          2  testify, and forgive me if I mispronounce the last

          3  name, I have trouble reading this, but it's Jeanette

          4  M. Puryear.

          5                 MS. PURYEAR: Puryear.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Puryear, I'm

          7  sorry.

          8                 Good morning, Ms. Puryear.

          9                 MS. PURYEAR: I'm Jeanette Puryear.

         10  I'm the Executive Director of an organization called

         11  the mid-Bronx Senior Citizens' Council. The

         12  mid-Bronx Senior Citizens' Council has been an

         13  organization in the South Bronx for the last 30

         14  years, and it is located on 161st Street, where we

         15  have the proposed BID.

         16                 About nine years ago we were part of

         17  what was called a comprehensive community

         18  revitalization project and we brought many people,

         19  including the merchants, together to talk about that

         20  community, and one of the things that came out of

         21  that was the desire to perform a Business

         22  Improvement District.

         23                 It's really gratifying to us that

         24  nine years later this has finally happened.

         25                 We strongly, along with the
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          2  merchants, the residents of the community, and many

          3  of the other non-profits, support this BID and ask

          4  that you move to approve it.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Ms.

          7  Puryear.

          8                 Any questions, Ms. Puryear.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman,

         10  I just would like to welcome Ms. Puryear, who is a

         11  constituent of mine to the Council today and

         12  congratulate her.

         13                 I gather her organization was a

         14  moving force in the creation of this BID, and I'm a

         15  strong supporter of BIDs, wherever we can get the

         16  support of the merchants and the property owners has

         17  had a positive effect in two areas in my district

         18  where we have BIDs, I wish we had several more.

         19                 So, thank you, Ms. Puryear.

         20                 MS. PURYEAR: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And

         22  congratulations for what you're doing.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you,

         24  Council Member Koppell, who is new chair of Revenue

         25  Forecasting Subcommittee of this Committee.
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          2                 I'm now going to read into the record

          3  a letter from Comptroller William C. Thompson,

          4  addressed to me as Chair of the Finance Committee.

          5                 Statement in support of Intro. 767-A,

          6  161st Street Business Improvement District.

          7                 "Dear Council Member Weprin: The

          8  Comptroller of the City of New York serves as an

          9  ex-officio member of the Board of Directors on all

         10  Business Improvement Districts, BIDs.

         11                 During my term as Comptroller, I have

         12  found these public/private partnerships to be

         13  effective in developing new and innovative programs

         14  to support local businesses. BIDs have a proven

         15  track record of success in a broad range of

         16  communities across our City. Efforts to incubate

         17  additional Business Improvement Districts deserve

         18  the support of all New Yorkers interested in

         19  improving the business climate along our

         20  neighborhood commercial streets, that are such a

         21  crucial part of community life.

         22                 I'm especially pleased to support the

         23  creation of this new 161st Street BID which borders

         24  on Yankee Stadium and is centered in the Concourse

         25  Village section of the Southeast Bronx.
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          2                 I urge the Council to pass Intro.

          3  767-A.

          4                 Very truly yours, William C.

          5  Thompson, Jr;, Comptroller."

          6                 And we've been joined by Council

          7  Member Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx.

          8                 I've been told we don't have to vote

          9  on -- I'm putting this item off, but I will adjourn

         10  this meeting for a period of time on this subject

         11  for at least 30 days at which time we will get back

         12  the comments from all interested parties and then

         13  have another hearing on this proposed BID.

         14                 We're now adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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