Staff:  Bikku Kuruvila

Counsel to the Committee

Deborah Brown, Counsel

James Caras, Counsel

Frank Tramontano, Deputy Director

Daniel Turriago, Principal Financial Analyst

Finance Division
[image: image1.png]



T H E  C O U N C I L
REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera, Chair

SLR 114:

By: Rivera                                                                                            

S.7017

By:  Velella

A.11041
By:  Committee on Rules

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to providing a three-quarters pay accidental disability pension for persons employed by the city of New York as urban park rangers and associate urban park rangers.
BACKGROUND:


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MOU), Urban Park Rangers and Associate Urban Park Rangers employed by the city of New York number approximately 220, possess twenty-four hour peace officer status and are charged with providing law enforcement services in the City’s parks system.  These officers are not armed, but provide crowd and traffic control at parks events, act as a deterrent to criminal activities and intercede in physical alterations and other criminal activity that they come upon within New York City parks.  This disability pension plan would enhance the protection offered to these individuals when they are seriously and permanently injured in the line of duty.  The bill would provide for a three-quarters pay accidental disability pension for such officers.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section 1 of the bill would add a new subdivision e to section 444 of the retirement and social security law to provide that members of the city retirement system who are employed by the city of New York as an Urban Park Ranger or Associate Urban Park Ranger who are granted accidental disability retirement benefits shall receive a pension of three-quarters or his or her final average salary.  Section 2 of the bill would add a new subdivision c to section 607-b of the retirement and social security law to provide that such officers who become physically or mentally incapacitated for the performance of duties as the natural and proximate result of an accident sustained in the performance or discharge of his or her own duties, not caused by his or her own willful negligence, and sustained while actually a member of the retirement system, would be paid an accidental disability retirement allowance equal to three-quarters of final average salary.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately.
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