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TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to special accidental death benefits payable to the dependents of deceased police and fire members

BACKGROUND:

This bill would provide that after September 10, 2001, if any police officer or firefighter is killed in the line of duty while acting in a higher rank, that officer or firefighter will receive the same benefit afforded those serving in such higher rank.  According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support, the need for this bill became apparent when, on the evening before the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, Battalion Chief Dennis Cross was detailed to serve the next day as Deputy Chief.  The next morning, Chief Cross was one of the first responders to the Trade Center and was the Incident Commander in the North Tower when the building collapsed, killing him and many others.  Chief  Cross was not covered as a Deputy Chief under the existing law designed to compensate widows of high-ranking officers killed in the line of duty.  While the New York City Fire Department (FDNY) promoted Chief Cross posthumously, and his widow received the full benefit provided to Deputy Chiefs under the existing law, this bill would ensure that if another such event were to occur, the law would clearly apply to those police officers and firefighters acting in a higher rank when they are killed in the line of duty.  

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately.
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