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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING And MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning.  We

          3  are going to be dealing with two items.

          4                 Item number one, Bronx Community

          5  Board 12, 20045453 SCX, application submitted by the

          6  New York City School Construction Authority pursuant

          7  Section 1731 of the New York State Public

          8  Authorities Law for a proposed public school

          9  facility known as Middle High School 362 with a

         10  capacity of up to 1,664 seats for Community School

         11  Board 11, located at East 228th and East 229th

         12  Streets on the east side of Bronxwood Avenue, Block

         13  4864, Lot 35.

         14                 Item number two, L.U. No. 233, Queens

         15  Community Board 12, Item C 040252 PQQ, application

         16  submitted by the Administration of Children's

         17  Services and the Department of Citywide

         18  Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197- c

         19  of the New York City Charter, for the acquisition of

         20  property located at 197- 14 119th Avenue, Block

         21  12653, Lot 6, Borough of Queens, Community District

         22  12, for continued use as an Agency Operated Boarding

         23  House.

         24                 We have two people who have signed up

         25  to testify. Okay, Kenrick Ou, is that right, of the
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          2  New York City School Construction Authority, please

          3  come up.  And Tami Rachelson of the New York City

          4  Department of Education School Facilities.

          5                 On Item number one, right?  Okay, we

          6  are ready.

          7                 MR. OU:  Good morning, Chairman

          8  Felder and other Subcommittee members.  My name is

          9  Kenrick Ou, and I am Site Acquisition Manager for

         10  the New York City School Construction Authority.

         11  This morning, Tami Rachelson, Deputy Director for

         12  Real Estate, who is seated to my left, and I, are

         13  pleased to present the proposed site for the

         14  proposed Middle School, High School 362 Bronx

         15  Project for your consideration.

         16                 The proposed site is an approximately

         17  66,800 square foot property located on the East Side

         18  of Bronxwood Avenue between East 228th Street and

         19  East 229th Street in the Borough of the Bronx.  The

         20  site contains one- and two- story structures

         21  occupied by a fabric dying factory.  The owner of

         22  the business and the property has placed the

         23  property on the market and contacted the School

         24  Construction Authority regarding our potential

         25  interest in purchasing the property.  On the
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          2  Department of Education's behalf, the SCA evaluated

          3  the property and has concluded that it would be

          4  suitable for construction for a new public school

          5  facility.

          6                 The proposed project calls for the

          7  demolition of all on- site structures and

          8  construction of a new, approximately 1,664 seat,

          9  Middle and High School Facility in Community School

         10  District # 11, Region 2.  This new facility is

         11  intended to help alleviate the existing level of

         12  overcrowding within the Borough's intermediate and

         13  high school facilities, and would be constructed

         14  pursuant to the Department of Education's recently

         15  adopted capital plan for fiscal years 2005 through

         16  2009.

         17                 On April 1st, 2004, the notice of

         18  filing for the proposed site plan for this project

         19  was published in the New York Post and the City

         20  Record.  On that same day, Bronx Community Board 12

         21  and Community Board School 11 were notified, and

         22  were asked to hold public hearings and to provide

         23  written comments on the proposed site plan.

         24                 On April 22nd, 2004, Community Board

         25  12 held a public hearing on the proposed site plan
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          2  and subsequently sent written comments in support of

          3  the site.  Community School Board 11 held its public

          4  hearing on June 22nd, 2004, after the statutory

          5  hearing period had elapsed.  The Community School

          6  Board did not submit written comments on the site

          7  plan.

          8                 Also, the City Planning Commission

          9  was notified of the proposed site plan on April 1st,

         10  2004.  And it has submitted comments recommending

         11  approval of the proposed site.  The School

         12  Construction Authority has considered all of the

         13  comments received in the proposed project and

         14  affirms the site plan as proposed pursuant to

         15  Section 1731.5 of the Public Authorities Law.  In

         16  accordance with Section 1732 of the Public

         17  Authorities Law, the School Construction Authority

         18  has submitted the site plan to the Mayor and the

         19  City Council for consideration.

         20                 Thank you for your consideration of

         21  this site.  At this point, Ms. Rachelson and I are

         22  available to answer any questions that the

         23  Subcommittee may have.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Thank you very

         25  much.  Do any of my colleagues have any questions?

                                                            7

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING And MARITIME USES

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Chair?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Did the

          5  Council members involved did approve this project?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  And I see the

          8  Community Board approved the project also.  Okay,

          9  thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Okay, I do

         12  not have any questions.  Let's build as many as we

         13  can.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Thank you.

         15  Anybody else have any questions?  Thank you for your

         16  testimony.

         17                 Next on the second item, Julianne

         18  Cohn and Ronald Bridges, is that correct, from the

         19  Administration for Children's Services, please come

         20  up.

         21                 MS. COHN:  Good morning, Chair and

         22  members of the Committee.  My name is Julianne Cohn.

         23    I am the Director of Governmental Affairs for the

         24  Administration for Children's Services.  With me is

         25  Ronald Bridges.

                                                            8

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING And MARITIME USES

          2                 We are here in support of the Land

          3  Use application for the site at 197- 14 119th

          4  Avenue, and we are seeking approval of the Land Use

          5  Review Application for that site for continued use

          6  as an agency operated boarding home for six young

          7  men who reside at the group home.

          8                 We originally sought a 10- year

          9  approval.  In response to concerns that were

         10  expressed by Council Member Comrie, we are amending

         11  our application and seeking five- year approval.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Is that it for

         13  your testimony?

         14                 MS. COHN:  That is it for our

         15  testimony.  We are available to answer questions,

         16  Mr. Bridges is here to answer questions, if you

         17  have, about the program.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Councilman

         19  Comrie, please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Thank you,

         21  Mr. Chair.  I just wanted to make a comment.  I want

         22  to thank ACS for their understanding and amending

         23  the application.  I want to thank the Land Use

         24  staff, also.  This is the second opportunity that I

         25  have had to look at a group home renewal.
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          2                 Just to give the Chair some

          3  background, we are oversaturated in Community Board

          4  12 with group homes and senior homes, and because of

          5  the padded landlord, there are so many different

          6  names that are qualified or codified to group home

          7  and group home facilities.  So I had to do my due

          8  diligence to actually look at the site, talk to the

          9  surrounding neighbors.  I went to the site, Mr.

         10  Malcolm Smith is here, who is the, I forget your

         11  title, but he is a certified social worker, and he

         12  was the site manager when I attended.  I must say

         13  that this particular home is well run. They do have

         14  a good mission, you know, but in the course of

         15  things to come, Mr. Smith may hit the Lottery and

         16  relocate to Florida, or you know, it might be a new

         17  Commissioner at ACS, and the community wanted due

         18  diligence and to be able to have monitoring and

         19  oversight.  So they requested that the lease not be

         20  ten years, because there may be a new Commissioner,

         21  there may be new people managing the site.  And they

         22  wanted to make sure that they had the opportunity

         23  for input in oversight in a shorter than a 10- year

         24  period.

         25                 That they did go before the Community
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          2  Board, they were well received at the Community

          3  Board, but in doing my due diligence with the

          4  oversight, there were actually seven different small

          5  group homes within a 10- block area of this home.

          6  And it is just my job as the Council member to make

          7  sure that they are all part of residential community

          8  in which they are all located in. But I must say I

          9  did visit the site, I was pleased with what I saw

         10  there, and I want to thank the Land Use staff, the

         11  Mayor's Office, and ACS for their cooperation.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Thank you very

         14  much.  Does anyone else have any questions?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Just a quick

         16  question, because I am not 100 percent sure.  Thank

         17  you, Mr. Chair.  What does it mean for continued use

         18  as an agency- operated boarding home, exactly what

         19  are we talking about?

         20                 MR. BRIDGES:  Well what we are

         21  requesting is that we continue to have a residence

         22  for young people who are no longer able to be in a

         23  home due to a family breakdown.  And so, that

         24  program is referred to an agency- operated boarding

         25  home, typically people refer to program as such as a
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          2  group home.  But it is a program for young people

          3  who are unable to remain at their own home due to

          4  family breakdown.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  And that age

          6  range?

          7                 MR. BRIDGES:  The age range, at this

          8  particular program, is from 15 to 20.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So these are

         10  sort of post adolescent?

         11                 MR. BRIDGES:  Yes.  This program is

         12  particularly a high functioning program.  We

         13  typically, we built this program as an independent

         14  living program.  We have young people there who are

         15  highly functional, employed, in school.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  And these

         17  young people are of multiple genders, so- to- speak?

         18                 MR. BRIDGES:  No, this program is for

         19  a male program, exclusively for male.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So this is

         21  basically young men, independent living, on- site

         22  supervision, related social services, educational

         23  services?

         24                 MR. BRIDGES:  Yes, we have a full

         25  comprehensive program, 24- hour staffing, we have a
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          2  supervisor on site who is a certified social worker.

          3    We have, also, case managers on- site.  We have a

          4  homemaker, we have what we called a comprehensive

          5  program.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  And I assume

          7  that the Community Board, Council Member Comrie,

          8  does your Community Boards are supportive of this

          9  project?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Yes, Sir.

         11  Just to give you some other background, Council

         12  Member Perkins, this site is for young men who

         13  otherwise would probably be going to jail because

         14  they were in some primarily trouble that would lead

         15  to serious trouble.  And talking with the site

         16  manager, he explained to me the diversity program

         17  need to have some positive, actually influence in

         18  their lives, and to give them an opportunity to take

         19  them out of a negative environment and give them an

         20  opportunity to rehabilitate themselves.

         21                 So I spent about a half- hour, 45

         22  minutes talking with him, another half- hour walking

         23  through the site.  I was impressed with the

         24  cleanliness, especially inside the building. ACS

         25  could do a little better with keeping the outside
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          2  clean, because everyone's lawn there is trying to

          3  keep up with the other one, but you know that is

          4  something that we will work on together to do that

          5  as well.  But I was particularly impressed with the

          6  way that they are working on their services to

          7  really compliment, not just the social needs, but

          8  the self- esteem needs of these young men to deal

          9  with some crises that they have held in their lives.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Oh, that

         11  sounds, thank you. Now I know you have special

         12  interest with respect to M/WBE, minority and women

         13  business enterprises.  Are there any opportunities,

         14  Council member, for that to take place in this

         15  project, that you are familiar with?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I did not

         17  talk to ACS about M/WBE ownership of the property,

         18  but because this is an agency, ACS is actually

         19  operating this group home.  They are not doing it

         20  through a private agency.  This is directly through

         21  ACS, which is actually pretty- -

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Are there

         23  any vending opportunities here or the like?  Is

         24  there going to be any vending in this site?

         25                 MR. BRIDGES:  No, all vendors that
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          2  provide services to the City, for example, those who

          3  provide milk, all go through City for contract

          4  purposes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Okay, so the

          6  laundry services and related services are all going

          7  to be contracted out through where?

          8                 MR. BRIDGES:  Through the contracting

          9  system that is established by the City of New York.

         10  Yes, the Procurement Department handles those

         11  matters.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  All right.

         13  Okay, thank you very much.  Thank you, Council

         14  Member Comrie.

         15                 MR. BRIDGES:  I would like to make a

         16  comment regarding our connection with the community.

         17    We have, what we call, monthly community advisory

         18  meetings, where we open our doors to the community.

         19  It is once a month we sit down at the table to

         20  ensure that we are in touch with what some of the

         21  concerns of the community.  So we are very much

         22  involved with the community.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Okay, well I

         24  am glad to hear this.  Again, Council Member Comrie,

         25  thank you very much for your due diligence with
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          2  regard to this project.  And you know, I wish you

          3  well.  And hopefully, this will serve as was stated

          4  as a deterrent to these young men being

          5  incarcerated, and hopefully, it will provide them

          6  with the kind of opportunities that they deserve to

          7  have a decent living.  Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Thank you very

          9  much.  Any other questions?  Thank you.  Oh, I am

         10  sorry, Councilwoman Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  Thank you, Mr.

         12  Chair.  I was curious to know, the boys that attend

         13  or live at the boarding house, are they registered

         14  in local community, in schools in the community?

         15                 MR. BRIDGES:  Yes they are.  We have

         16  young men there who are not only high school, but

         17  also in college as well.  So they take advantage of

         18  services throughout the City of New York.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  And once they

         20  graduate, I do not know what your graduating rate

         21  is, but do you track them to make sure that they are

         22  doing well?

         23                 MR. BRIDGES:  Yes.  Our primary goal

         24  is to establish permanency for these young people.

         25  So that once they leave they are not dependent on
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          2  any other system.  And so we have, what we call, an

          3  after- care service.  A unit that follow- up and to

          4  ensure that the transition from foster care to

          5  independent living that there is stability.  So,

          6  yes, we do follow- up.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Does anyone else

          9  have questions?  Council Member Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I just want

         11  to compliment Mr. Smith on the efforts that he is

         12  doing.  At one point, Councilman Perkins, I think we

         13  need to talk about the whole social work aspect of

         14  what is going on with young men.  And I would like

         15  to, I asked them to be a resource when I met with

         16  him.  We need to follow- up on that, because that is

         17  something that the Council needs to look at.  So,

         18  thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Well I am

         20  glad to hear you say that, because no disrespect to

         21  you or anyone in particular, but sometimes these are

         22  basically warehousing operations.  They put them in,

         23  they keep a census, and they try to keep them out of

         24  the press, regardless of what might be going on

         25  beneath the radar.  And so, I think that the
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          2  vigilance that your providing will, to some extent,

          3  ensure that whatever purpose it was intended to

          4  serve will actually be served as opposed to just

          5  another statistical success as opposed to a real

          6  success.  So that is my concern about a lot of these

          7  efforts, no, again, no disrespect or any regard to

          8  what you are trying to do, it is just to try and

          9  ensure that we put as much as is necessary to make

         10  it successful.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Thank you very

         12  much.  We will now vote on both items.  I just want

         13  to mention that I recommend a yes vote on both

         14  items.  But for the record, the second item we

         15  should understand that the lease, the term of the

         16  lease is going to be limited to five years, and that

         17  is exactly what we are voting on.

         18                 So I vote yes on both items.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         20  Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I vote aye

         22  on both items.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         24  Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I vote aye on
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          2  both items. Again, I want to thank the Land Use

          3  staff, the Mayor's office, ACS, and Malcolm Smith to

          4  continue to do the good work at this facility. I

          5  vote aye on both items.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

          7  Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Mr.

          9  Chairman, may I make a comment?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Before

         12  voting, first of all, I want to apologize for coming

         13  late, I was unavoidably delayed.  I am glad I got

         14  here, however.

         15                 The school that we are approving the

         16  site for, first of all, while it is not in my

         17  district, it is just outside of my district, and I

         18  know many of my constituents' children will attend

         19  the school, 362.  And I am glad to learn about it, I

         20  was not all that familiar, I guess, because it is

         21  not in my district.

         22                 But I do want to say, are the people

         23  from the School Construction Authority still here?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  No.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Well, even
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          2  though they are not here, I want to share with you,

          3  Mr. Chairman, the other members of the Committee,

          4  and the staff, the visit I made only last week to

          5  the new school 368, which is a middle school/high

          6  school that is being built in my district.  And all

          7  I can tell you is that anybody would be lucky to go

          8  to college in that building, not high school, it is

          9  marvelous.

         10                 The School Construction Authority has

         11  done a sensational job.  It is beautiful, it is

         12  functional, it is extraordinary really.  And I know

         13  the School Construction has come in for a lot of

         14  criticism, and that has not been my experience. And

         15  this school reinforces my own personal feeling that

         16  they are doing an outstanding job.  Maybe it is not

         17  the cheapest that you could get, but this school is

         18  just beautiful, and it will serve a needy community.

         19    It is a high technology school, it is fully

         20  wireless, it has an auditorium, a gym, it has up-

         21  to- date labs that I say would fit in a college, it

         22  has a dance studio, it has a music studio, it is

         23  really incredibly, a fine building.  And I think

         24  everybody should know about it when they read all

         25  these stories about the School Construction
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          2  Authority that are critical.

          3                 We can be proud of it, and I am happy

          4  to support this new project, and will do everything

          5  I can to see it move ahead.

          6                 Thank you, I vote yes on both items.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  I just wanted to

          8  mention that in the absence, I am sure they would

          9  appreciate your putting what you said in writing.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Yes, yes, I

         11  will, and I also am pushing hard for a grand opening

         12  of this school.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Where we can

         15  praise everybody concerned.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Palma.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 6 in the

         21  affirmative, none in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

         23  and referred to the full Committee.

         24                 (Hearing adjourned at 11:39 a.m.)
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