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          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Good afternoon.

          3  I am Council Member Kendall Stewart, Chair of the

          4  Committee on Immigration, and I would like to

          5  welcome you to today's hearing, the Immigration

          6  Committee's final hearing for this year.

          7                 First, I would like to acknowledge

          8  all of my colleagues who are members of the

          9  Immigration Committee. We have Annabel Palma, Miguel

         10  Martinez, Charles Barron, and also we have visiting

         11  with us, John Liu, and I want to thank them for

         12  their hard work on issues affect the New York City

         13  Immigrants over the past two years.

         14                 It has been a privilege to work with

         15  you all. I'd also like to thank Commissioner Linares

         16  and the Mayor's Office for Immigrants Affairs, as

         17  well as Al Mullen of the Mayor's Office of

         18  Legislative Affairs for working productively with us

         19  over the past two years.

         20                 Further, I would like to thank all of

         21  the dedicated advocates and other individuals

         22  working throughout the City to help immigrant New

         23  Yorkers who have made themselves available to

         24  discuss critical issues with the Committee and to

         25  have expressed their views at our hearings.
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          2                 Today we will be voting on three

          3  important resolutions before the Committee.

          4                 We have held previous hearings on all

          5  of these resolutions, and will not hear more public

          6  testimony today.

          7                 I would like to take a few minutes to

          8  speak about each of these resolutions. The first two

          9  resolutions, we have Resolution 1008 and Resolution

         10  1009-A concerning the impact of recently passed

         11  proposed federal immigrant legislation on immigrant

         12  New Yorkers. Resolution 1008 supports the enactment

         13  of federal legislation for comprehensive immigration

         14  reform as proposed by the Secure America and Orderly

         15  Immigration Act. This bipartisan bill will provide

         16  important opportunities, including pathways to

         17  permanent legal status for immigrants who come to

         18  this country to work and it will enhance US border

         19  security.

         20                 Given recent statements made by

         21  President Bush suggesting that the Administration is

         22  less focused on immigration reform that meets the

         23  needs of hard-working immigrants in the United

         24  States by providing pathways to the permanent

         25  residency and citizenship and the House of
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          2  Representatives, seriously contemplating regressive

          3  immigration legislation, we believe it is especially

          4  important to stand up for this type of reform.

          5                 Proposed Resolution 1009-A denounces

          6  the recent passage of the Reality Act (phonetic) of

          7  2005, and urges the State of New York to opt out of

          8  enforcement of the driver's license provisions of

          9  this bill.

         10                 The Resolution has been amended to

         11  reflect recommendations made by my colleague Charles

         12  Barron and several advocates at our last hearing on

         13  it.

         14                 On May 11th, President Bush signed

         15  the Reality Act, which rushed through Congress as an

         16  attachment to a war and Tsunami Relief

         17  Appropriations Bill, with no substantive discussion.

         18                 This new law includes several

         19  anti-immigrant provisions, including federal minimum

         20  standards that tie driver's licenses to immigration

         21  status and provisions that make it more difficult

         22  for immigrants to get asylum while increasing the

         23  possibility that the asylum seekers will be forced

         24  to return to countries or origin and face their

         25  prosecutors.
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          2                 These provisions will have a

          3  detrimental effect on the immigrants of this City.

          4                 Through this resolution, we add our

          5  voice, in particular to the chorus of voices,

          6  including 9/11 Commission members and State and

          7  local officials, elected officials, who have

          8  expressed deep concerns about the cost of the

          9  driver's license provisions of the law and the

         10  impact they will have on immigrants in our

         11  communities.

         12                 Finally, we will be voting on

         13  Resolution 1153-A, which calls on U.S. Immigration

         14  Officials to exercise prosecutorial discretion and

         15  not pursue deportation orders in compelling cases.

         16                 Changes in immigration law in the

         17  1990s took much discretion away from judges, but

         18  left immigration officials at the Department of

         19  Homeland Security authority to determine whether or

         20  not to seek and enforce removal orders.

         21                 The resolution has been amended to

         22  reflect the recommendation made by my colleague Lew

         23  Fidler that we also call for restoration of

         24  discretion for immigration judges to defer

         25  deportation in extraordinary circumstances like
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          2  those described in the resolution.

          3                 Resolution 1153-A draws attention to

          4  the need to ensure that government officials charged

          5  with enforcing our Immigration laws, exercise the

          6  discretion that the law gives them to make

          7  appropriate decisions about what types of cases to

          8  pursue and what situations make the exercise of

          9  discretion to halt proceedings appropriate.

         10                 The two specific cases that the

         11  resolution highlights are examples of situations

         12  where it does not appear that the immigration

         13  enforcement authorities are exercising their

         14  discretion in a thoughtful, humane manner that takes

         15  account of extraordinary circumstances.

         16                 Chigozie Okorie, who spoke about his

         17  situation in our hearing in September, is clearly an

         18  extremely valuable asset to his community. For over

         19  a decade he has served his community tirelessly.

         20  Through is work at Church of Gethsemane, and his own

         21  non-profit organization, he has helped countless

         22  people. He has a young son who is a US citizen, and

         23  lives in New York, who will suffer greatly were his

         24  father to be forced to leave this country.

         25                 Andrea Mortlock's situation calls for
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          2  the exercise of discretion in the name of

          3  humanitarian concerns. Mrs. Mortlock became a legal

          4  US resident when she arrived in the United States at

          5  the age of 15 in 1979. She as two US Citizen

          6  children who both live in New York. She was

          7  diagnosed with HIV and AIDS in 1988. She is severely

          8  ill. Forcing her to return to Jamaica will almost

          9  certainly leave her without constant medical

         10  attention and support that she needs to survive.

         11                 The reso calls attention to the

         12  basically unreviewable discretion Immigration

         13  authorities have on the current Immigration law to

         14  make determinations about where to use scarce

         15  resources to seek and enforce removal orders.

         16                 It forces on the need to ensure that

         17  the government officials who are responsible for

         18  enforcing our immigration laws are making

         19  appropriate decisions about what type of cases to

         20  pursue and what situations make the exercise of

         21  discretion to hold proceedings appropriate.

         22                 Now, I would like to call on my

         23  colleagues, if anyone has anything to say before we

         24  move to the vote.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Chair?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Yes?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: It sounded

          4  like you were saying good-bye at the beginning of

          5  your statement.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Well, I'm not

          7  saying good-bye, but I'm saying basically that this

          8  is our last hearing for this year.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: So, happy

         10  holidays, Mr. Chair.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: So happy

         12  holidays. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Don't  say

         14  good-bye.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Chair, I

         16  want to thank you for your leadership in your

         17  Committee of Immigration. During your tenure as

         18  Chair of this Committee, we took on and brought up

         19  many issues that are important for all immigrant

         20  communities throughout the City of New York, and

         21  while I would dare to say the United States where

         22  many cities are quiet on many issues affecting

         23  immigrants, we raised our voice and you took on the

         24  leadership and presenting resolutions, and an

         25  initiative also in terms of dollars amount to ensure
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          2  that services go out throughout the City of New York

          3  wherever there are immigrant communities and to show

          4  fairness in the distribution of those fundings.

          5                 So, I want to thank you for your

          6  leadership throughout this year, and really placing

          7  the Immigrant Committee as an important and

          8  essential committee in the City Council that should

          9  continue to do the work that you have already

         10  started. And I think we send a strong message

         11  through this Committee that we need to continue to

         12  have this kind of work and to have this Committee

         13  conduct important work that we did, such as all the

         14  other committees that we have here in the Council.

         15                 So, again, thank you for your

         16  leadership, and my colleagues who serve under this

         17  Committee -- now I'm sounding like I'm saying

         18  good-bye, all I'm saying is happy holidays.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Thank you. Thank

         20  you, Council Member.

         21                 I'd like to call on our Council

         22  Member from Queens, who is, I would say the Chair of

         23  the Asian Caucus --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Was that Asian or

         25  Haitian?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Asian Caucus.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Okay.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: John Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you. We're

          6  always looking for more members, and I'd like to

          7  chair a caucus that has more than one member one

          8  day. But I also want to echo Council Member Miguel

          9  Martinez's comments. I think that Kendall Stewart,

         10  Council Member Kendall Stewart has done a yeoman's

         11  job of chairing this Committee.

         12                 There have been, over the course of

         13  many years, many doubts about whether the New York

         14  City Council even needs an immigration Committee.

         15  There have been thoughts about what kind of impact

         16  of municipal governments such as ours can actually

         17  have on immigration matters, and under the

         18  leadership of Kendall Stewart we have demonstrated

         19  that the Council certainly can weigh in very

         20  substantially on matters that are very seemingly

         21  federal, but yet because of the nature of our status

         22  as the capital of the world, we can certainly have a

         23  great deal of impact here in New York City.

         24                 And, so, I want to thank Chairman

         25  Stewart for his service and leadership on this
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          2  Committee, and although I will not be able to vote

          3  on these resolutions today, because I am not a

          4  member of this Committee, I will certainly vote on

          5  them on the floor, and one day if they raise the

          6  maximum number of Committees that a member can serve

          7  on, I would most like to be assigned to this

          8  Committee as well.

          9                 So, thank you very much, Chairman

         10  Stewart, and happy holidays to everyone.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Thank you,

         12  Council Member Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Council

         14  Member Liu, did you just finish saying that Mr.

         15  Stewart is going to appoint your committee's

         16  assignment?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: We will talk

         18  about that.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I didn't.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: I would like to

         21  call on Annabel Palma from the Bronx.

         22                 Council member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you.

         24  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         25                 First of all, I want my name to be
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          2  added to Reso 1008. But I served, I had the

          3  privilege to serve in this Committee for the last

          4  two years and I think we've done amazing work, and I

          5  don't know what next year brings for us, but I want

          6  to advocate to our new Speaker that I would like to

          7  remain a member of this Committee. I would like to

          8  continue to add my voice on behalf of the

          9  immigration community here in our City and I'm

         10  committed to our continuous work and our partnership

         11  with the Administration and with the staff here and

         12  with the advocates of the immigration community to

         13  continue to make sure that we continue to pass

         14  legislation to protect our communities from the

         15  horrors that they face at times.

         16                 And it's been a pleasure serving with

         17  you, Kendall, as the Chair of this Committee, and

         18  hopefully you will continue to be the Chair of this

         19  Committee, if you don't move to bigger and better

         20  things.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Palma.

         23                 I would like to call on our advocate

         24  for Brooklyn, Council Member Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,
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          2  very much, Mr. Chair.

          3                 I'd like to add my voice to the

          4  chorus. You have been a true champion of immigrants

          5  in this City. And even before you became chair you

          6  have been on the case around immigration and

          7  immigration issues.

          8                 These three pieces of legislation are

          9  extremely important that we are going forth with,

         10  and I just wanted to commend you as well for the

         11  immigration funding that will be dispersed

         12  throughout the City so that we continue to do this

         13  work in our community, and also want to solicit your

         14  support, which I'm sure we will have for some

         15  legislation that Council Member Perkins and I are

         16  working on and that's the right for legally

         17  documented residents - law-abiding - pay taxes to

         18  the country - die in the country's war - people

         19  should be allowed to vote in municipal elections.

         20                 And I think the 1.3 million who will

         21  be impacted by that legislation, and providing we go

         22  through the legal aspects of whether the City can do

         23  something like that, I think that will begin to

         24  really empower the immigrant community who has

         25  contributed so much to the intellectual and
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          2  financial capital of this City and certainly the

          3  cultural capital of this City and most of us are

          4  immigrants, this is the City of immigration.

          5                 So, I want to commend you once again.

          6  Job well done.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Thank you.

          8                 At this time I would like to thank

          9  our counsel, Jackie Sherman, for working so hard and

         10  doing a yeoman's job and working with all of us.

         11  Jackie, I wish you all the best, and I hope that you

         12  continue to work with the Immigration Committee

         13  because you truly know the issues and it's a

         14  pleasure being working with you.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 At this time, I would like to couple

         17  all three resolutions, and if you don't mind, if

         18  there is any objection I want to know now so that we

         19  can call the vote.

         20                 I don't know if you want me to remind

         21  you what the resolutions are? No, all right. Please

         22  call the roll.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         24  Stewart.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Aye on all
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          2  three.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         10  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         11  abstentions, all three items are adopted. Council

         12  members, please sign the Committee report.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART: Now, gentlemen

         15  and ladies, I just want to thank you very much. I

         16  would like to thank you for giving me the

         17  opportunity to be your leader in this Committee.

         18  Thank you. We'll continue next year. Thank you very

         19  much. This meeting is adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 1:45 p.m.)
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