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RES. NO. 1066:
By: Council Members Nelson, Sanders, Gerson, Addabbo, Avella, Clarke, Comrie, Fidler, Gennaro, Gentile, Jackson, Jennings, Quinn, Sears, Vann, Weprin, Liu and DeBlasio.

TITLE: 
Resolution urging Congress to hold hearings regarding Senate Bill 1186 and House of Representatives Bill 1264, which provide for a reduction in the backlog of claims for benefits pending with the Department of Veterans Affairs, and calling upon Congress to adopt these bills as expeditiously as possible.
The New York City Council General Welfare Committee, chaired by Council Member Bill de Blasio, met on Thursday, November 6, 2003, at 11 a.m. and voted to approve Res. No. 1066, which calls upon Congress to adopt legislation that aims to reduce the backlog of claims for benefits pending with the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

As Veterans Day approaches, American citizens remember those who have served this country in the armed forces.   According to the Department of Veterans Affairs (“VA”), there are over 25,000,000 honorably discharged veterans of the armed forces of the United States.
  Nearly 350,000 veterans live in New York City.
   Whether at war or in times of peace, these figures demonstrate that the United States has always relied on the men and women who serve in its armed forces to make sacrifices for their families, their communities, and their country.  

Often, however, veterans and their families do not receive benefits for which they are eligible.  These benefits include medical care, employment assistance, financial aid for educational institutions, and compensation for disabilities suffered during military service.  Excessive backlogs at the VA peaked at over 600,000 claims in March 2002.
  According to United States Representative Joe Baca, there are still nearly 500,000 veterans who have claims pending with the VA for veterans’ benefits, some of which belong to veterans of the Korean War and WWII. Approximately 100,000 of such claims are over a year old and have still not been investigated or “developed.”
 


Congressional findings indicate that veterans in the United States are dying at a rate of more than 1,000 a day. The death of a veteran marks the end of the statute of limitations within which a veteran or his or her dependents may receive benefits.  If a veteran’s claim has not been resolved by his or her death, the veteran’s dependents cannot receive any benefits.  This statute of limitations necessitates a more efficient process.  
In March 2003, in response to the ongoing backlog of claims within the VA, Representative Joe Baca introduced the Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Backlog Reduction Act of 2003 (H.R. 1264), followed by Senator John Edwards in June 2003 (S. 1186).  Both bills provide for a 3-year pilot program to reduce the backlog of claims for benefits pending with the VA by streamlining the processing of applications for benefits.  Both bills have bipartisan support and support from veterans’ organizations.

Veterans have made crucial sacrifices for this country and should receive all benefits for which they are eligible.  Accordingly, the City Council calls for Congress to adopt the Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Backlog Reduction Act of 2003, which would reduce the backlog of claims for benefits pending with the Department of Veterans Affairs.

� http://www.va.gov/vetdata/ProgramStatics/stat_app02/Table1%20(02).xls


� http://www.va.gov/vetdata/Census2000/cendata/NEW_YORK_2000.pdf


� “VA Reports Progress In Battling Claims Backlog,” Newsletter, a Publication for Members of the Disabled American Veterans Department of New York.  http://www.davny.org/jan03newsasp


� See http://www.house.gov/baca/108th/pr030404.htm.
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