New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced herein, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 1227

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Williams

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of parks and recreation to publish tree maintenance prioritization ratings.

Submitted by:
Council Member Williams

Justification:
Residents have voiced concerns about dangerous trees, particularly following severe storms, and have expressed frustration with the lack of information about tree maintenance decisions. The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation currently uses internal criteria to determine which trees require maintenance or removal, prioritizing based on safety and condition. However, this information is not codified in law or made publicly available, leaving residents unaware of the status of potentially dangerous trees, how decisions are made, or the rationale behind prioritization. This lack of transparency causes confusion, frustration, and safety concerns, especially in areas with high foot traffic or after storms when fallen or damaged trees pose risks to public safety and property. 
