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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Sorry, we're

          3  starting five minutes late for the hearing. My name

          4  is Simcha Felder. Welcome to the Committee on

          5  Government Ops Committee, Committee on Government

          6  Operations.

          7                 I'm joined by my colleague,

          8  Councilman Domenic Recchia, Erik Dilan, Tony Avella

          9  - who is not a member of the Committee. We're

         10  delighted to have you today - Peter Vallone, Jr.,

         11  and Addabbo. Joseph. Joseph is the first name,

         12  Addabbo is the second name.

         13                 Okay, today the Committee will

         14  further consider Intro. No. 458, which will amend

         15  various sections of the New York City Charter to

         16  implement the salary increases proposed by the Mayor

         17  and his 2006 Advisory Commission to review the

         18  compensation levels of elected officials.

         19                 Again, I'd like to applaud the

         20  Commission and the Mayor for their efforts in this

         21  regard, and support their recommendations for salary

         22  increases for all of the City's elected officials,

         23  District Attorneys, Borough Presidents, Comptroller,

         24  Public Advocate, Mayor and members of the City

         25  Council.
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          2                 As I stated at the last hearing the

          3  City's elected officials have not received a pay

          4  raise in over seven years, however during that

          5  seven-year period there has been a substantial

          6  increase in the responsibility of all elected

          7  officials. There has also been a considerable

          8  increase in the cost of living in New York City.

          9                 The Commission recommended that it

         10  would only be fair to institute their proposed

         11  salary increases now, instead of in 2010, when most

         12  of the elected officials that have gone seven years

         13  without a raise would no longer be in office due to

         14  term limits.

         15                 All of my colleagues should have

         16  received a copy of the Fiscal impact statement for

         17  this bill, which was diligently prepared by the

         18  Finance Division.

         19                 I want to again introduce our

         20  attorney to the Committee DeNora Johnson. Sheila,

         21  should I introduce you again? Sheila Horgan. I'll

         22  never get the name straight. Our Policy Analyst

         23  Sheila Horgan and Mike Cassatano -- Cassatano is a

         24  much more difficult name than Horgan -- who is my

         25  legislative aid. He is sitting in the back. He's
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          2  tall and thin, like me.

          3                 Before I open the floor for further

          4  discussion and vote on this Intro., I'd like to

          5  thank the Administration or elected officials,

          6  advocacy groups and other interested parties for

          7  providing their insightful testimony at last

          8  hearing.

          9                 Do any of my colleagues have any

         10  remarks or questions? Anybody from the Committee?

         11  Seeing none, I am delighted that Councilman Avella

         12  is here today, and since he is not a member of the

         13  Committee and cannot introduce an amendment in the

         14  Committee, I am proud to introduce the amendment for

         15  you as a courtesy and I know that you might have

         16  something you'd like to say regarding this issue.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         18  Chair Felder.

         19                 First of all, I want to really thank

         20  you for being very open about this process, and

         21  allowing me to introduce the amendments, but also

         22  about the ability to talk about it at this Committee

         23  meeting.

         24                 Let me just briefly mention what the

         25  amendment is and I'll just have a couple of quick
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          2  comments.

          3                 The amendment would be to Intro. 458

          4  of 2006, basically three sections. One, that Section

          5  2 of Intro. 458, regarding subdivision B of Section

          6  26 of the New York City Charter, as amended by Local

          7  Law 41 for the Year 1999, would be amended so that

          8  the lulus in effect, which the Speaker can dole out

          9  or the Committee Chairs, or leadership positions

         10  would be eliminated.

         11                 The second amendment would be to

         12  Section 7 of Intro. 458, which would in effect

         13  eliminate the part of the bill that says that the

         14  pay increase would be retroactive to November 1st

         15  and make it effective January 1st, 2010, which in

         16  effect would say that the Council would no longer be

         17  voting on its own pay increase. It would be

         18  effective for the next class of Council Members.

         19                 The final amendment would be to

         20  create a new Section 26-A, that upon the effective

         21  date of my amendment, which would be January 1st,

         22  2010, Council members would be restricted from

         23  assuming earned income from other sources,

         24  effectively making the position full-time.

         25                 Mr. Chair, as you know, I've said
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          2  already on a number of occasions that I think it's

          3  inherently unethical for the Council to vote to

          4  increase its own salary. I think the Commission

          5  certainly made a number of good points why it may be

          6  justified, but in my mind, none of those reasons

          7  justify ourselves electing our own pay raise.

          8                 Second part of it is, if, in fact, we

          9  believe that the pay raise is meritorious, then we

         10  should be eliminating the lulus. Lulus are an

         11  anti-good government practice that should have gone

         12  long ago away with the dinosaurs.

         13                 If we are going to vote the pay

         14  raise, let us eliminate the lulus. Let us also

         15  eliminate the technical part-time aspect of the job.

         16  I know most of my colleagues do this position

         17  full-time, even greater than full-time. But

         18  technically it is a part-time job, the members are

         19  allowed to earn outside income. If, in fact, we are

         20  going to raise the salary, it should then only be

         21  fair and responsive that we eliminate the outside

         22  employment income.

         23                 I know my colleagues have very strong

         24  opinions on this matter, so do I. I just think the

         25  reputation of this body is in question on this
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          2  single issue. And I wouldn't be introducing this

          3  amendment if I didn't feel very strongly about it.

          4                 I would urge the Committee to approve

          5  the amendments, and I will certainly, if it doesn't

          6  go ahead, urge the full Council to adopt the

          7  amendment later on today.

          8                 But I thank you, Mr. Chair, and I'd

          9  like to thank the Speaker for allowing me to

         10  introduce this amendment.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you,

         12  Councilman Avella. I just have two pre-comments, and

         13  you know that I'm a quiet guy, so I just wanted to

         14  say that I disagree with you, not with everything

         15  that you said, most of what you said. I would like

         16  to ask you a personal question, just for my own

         17  edification, do you intend to vote for this bill if

         18  it's not amended?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: If it's not

         20  amended --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: You don't have to

         22  answer --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: No, no, no. If

         24  it's not amended, no, I will vote against the pay

         25  raise.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Are you going to

          3  accept the pay raise?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Can I refuse

          5  part of the pay raise?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I think. If it's

          7  possible.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: If it's

          9  possible I probably will do it. If it's not

         10  possible, the money that's in the pay raise will go

         11  to charity.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: But it will be

         13  pensionable.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Well, now

         15  you're asking the very legal questions. I don't

         16  know, I'll have to research that.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: No, I don't --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I don't know

         19  the answer to that.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: No, I just want

         21  to say that in order -- I want to make sure that

         22  you, since you feel so strongly about it, and I feel

         23  so strongly about it, that I want to make sure that

         24  you don't, by accident, have any benefit from it.

         25  So, I'm just mentioning that it's pensionable, and
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          2  if you're not able to accept it.

          3                 I'm trying to protect you from

          4  touching anything that's unethical. That's all.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Mr. Chair, I

          6  think you know that ever since I've taken office

          7  here in this body in 2002, I have refused the $8,000

          8  lulu which I would be entitled to as Chair of this

          9  Committee. You may also not know that I return five

         10  percent of my salary to the District each and every

         11  year.

         12                 So, I think I've demonstrated

         13  throughout my tenure in the City Council that I

         14  carry through my words into deeds.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: If the other

         16  things -- just to finish, I just want to say to you

         17  that if it's impossible for you not to accept it,

         18  then I don't mind your giving me your pay raise.

         19  That portion. I have no problem with taking that

         20  portion of the pay raise that you don't want to

         21  take. I don't have a problem.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: When you

         23  become a 501(c)(3) charity, I'd be happy to.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Okay.

         25                 We will now take a vote on this
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          2  amendment. Am I right? We're going to take a vote

          3  first on the amendment.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Before we do

          5  that, Mr. Chair?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Could we

          8  please, we have not seen a copy of this amendment,

          9  and before we vote on it I'd like to see it.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Any other members

         11  -- we need one minute. While they're looking at the

         12  amendment, I want to respond by saying I'm delighted

         13  that we have introduced the amendment for you. I

         14  think that that's part of a democratic process. I

         15  think it's good to have a broad at least assemblance

         16  of it, maybe not even. Not even, or at least a

         17  discussion about an issue, even if we don't agree. I

         18  think that's a good thing, and I think that it's

         19  about time that the Council has open discussion,

         20  even if it's only with one person. Okay? Yes, I

         21  think it's good. We can bring back some of the old

         22  members who are not in office anymore.

         23                 Are you ready? Okay, we will now take

         24  a vote on this amendment. I recommend a no vote on

         25  this amendment.

                                                            11

          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I recommend a no

          4  vote on this amendment.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: No.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: No.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: No.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I

         13  briefly, Mr. Chair?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Please.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I just

         16  received this amendment, and you said it's good to

         17  have a discussion, it is good to have a discussion,

         18  but it's not good to have a discussion with the

         19  words like "lulus" are used in place of stipends for

         20  a great deal of additional work done by Committee

         21  chairs. And when words like "unethical" are actually

         22  put into a letter handed to yourself by Council

         23  Member Avella, "unethical" situation when we vote on

         24  our own pay raises. We didn't invent this system, we

         25  are forced to operate under this system. In fact,
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          2  the fact that we vote our own pay raises allowed us

          3  to defer our pay raise while the City could not

          4  handle it after 9/11. Every other City worker got a

          5  pay raise of about three percent every year, we did

          6  not because we did the right thing and deferred that

          7  pay raise, because of the fact that we vote on our

          8  own. We did not invent that system. It's not an

          9  unethical system, and it may not be the best system,

         10  we didn't come up with it.

         11                 So, if we're going to have a

         12  discussion, we shouldn't have any grandstanding.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 Can I vote something other than no?

         15  Worse than no? No. Thanks.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I recommend a

         18  vote of no on this amendment.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Mr. Chair,

         20  could I say one thing?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: You know, in

         23  here it says "...effectively making this office a

         24  full-time position." I just want everyone to know in

         25  this City of New York that not only myself, but all
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          2  of my colleagues, we are full-time Council members

          3  because we work 24/7. And to put in here that to

          4  make it a full-time position, it already is a

          5  full-time position. It doesn't have to be put in

          6  writing it's a full-time position. If it's not a

          7  full-time position and it's not part of your life

          8  and you don't live it, then you shouldn't be a City

          9  Council member. I'd just like to say that for the

         10  record.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         13  the negative, none in the affirmative and no

         14  abstentions, the proposed amendment is defeated.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: We will now vote

         16  on Intro. 458 itself.

         17                 I recommend a yes vote and vote yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair,

         20  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you

         23  very much, and, again, I want to thank you and your

         24  staff for, again, giving the other hearing that we

         25  had for the public.
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          2                 While I'll be voting yes on this

          3  intro, I am a little disappointed that the

          4  Commission did not render this body its full-time

          5  status, and I think it does have to be mentioned by

          6  the Commission.

          7                 The term "part-time" for the City

          8  Council should have been eliminated when the Board

          9  of Estimate was eliminated. Our role has

         10  significantly changed since then. The term has

         11  outlived its accuracy for this body, the term

         12  "part-time," and, you know, I know I have a reso in

         13  this Committee and I hope that we can, again,

         14  entertain that reso after today, again, because I do

         15  think that the City Council is full-time, but it has

         16  to be rendered as such. So, I vote yes, but I look

         17  forward to have that kind of discussion. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote, please?

         23                 Yes, just to address the issue of

         24  full time and part time. I don't think it has to be

         25  put in the law whether it's full-time, it's known
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          2  that it's full-time. And like I said earlier, you

          3  shouldn't be a City Council member if it's not

          4  full-time, because this is our life. We got elected

          5  to serve our community full-time 24/7. People come

          6  to my house all hours of the night. When I go to the

          7  school, when I go to the store, I'm always being

          8  affected. I'm working all the time. It doesn't have

          9  to be put in writing full-time, part-time, it is

         10  part-time, that's what is put down, but everyone

         11  knows it's full-time, and we're always there working

         12  full-time. What do you do, tell somebody, no, I

         13  can't talk to you right now, I'm on my part-time? We

         14  don't do that. We're human beings. We care for the

         15  people. We have a heart. That's what we were elected

         16  to. So, let's stop bickering about full-time and

         17  part-time, we're Council members all the time for

         18  this wonderful City and I vote yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Before the clerk

         23  gives the count, I want to give him time to add it

         24  up, I just wanted to make one other point, and that

         25  is, that we have made a commitment, hopefully before
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          2  our terms to expire, to review some of the other

          3  recommendations, the full-time/part-time issue, the

          4  issue of the stipends, and to review that and try to

          5  make some modifications before we leave office, and

          6  I think that that to me is a lot more than that

          7  which has been done in the last 25 years. We are not

          8  the first Council that got elected. We are the first

          9  Council that got elected after term limits, and the

         10  Council that was in place for who knows how many

         11  years before that, never addressed this issue,

         12  although they did a lot of good work.

         13                 So, I think that the commitment to

         14  review the other recommendations that were brought

         15  up by the Commission, and try to make some changes

         16  at some point in the future and I think is a

         17  commitment to try to make those changes that are

         18  appropriate at the right time without holding

         19  Council Members hostage.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         21  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, Introduction 458 has been adopted.

         23  Council Members, please sign the Committee Report.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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