Int. No. 609
By Council Members Constantinides, Cornegy, Espinal, Johnson, Richards, Rose, Kallos, Rosenthal, Lancman, Deutsch, Mealy, Cabrera, Vacca, Levine, Treyger, Cohen, Williams, Vallone, Koo, Gentile, Mendez, Dickens, Koslowitz, Arroyo, Barron, Miller, Rodriguez, Torres, Van Bramer, Crowley, Garodnick, King, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Greenfield and Wills
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of geothermal energy in New York City.
..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 24 is hereby amended by adding a new subchapter 10 to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER 10

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY SYSTEMS
§ 24-191 Geothermal energy production. a. As used in this subchapter: 

1. The term “building” means a building as defined in section 28-101.5 of the code and shall include, but not be limited to, buildings intended for occupancy by one to four families.

2. The term “geothermal system” means a geothermal system as defined in section one of local law number 32 for the year 2013.

b. Within three months after the submission of the geothermal opportunities study required by local law number 32 for the year 2013, the department shall make such study and the following information publicly available online:

(1) a listing of the types of geothermal systems available, the types of buildings which such systems may feasibly serve and information about the cost, design, installation, commissioning, maintenance and capabilities of such systems;


(2) the locations of buildings currently using geothermal systems and, for each such building, the type of geothermal system used; and
(3) the potential benefits of replacing all fossil fueled heat systems with geothermal systems, including expected reductions in fossil fuel emissions and operating costs, and expected health benefits, including reductions in premature mortality, morbidity, emergency room admissions and lost work days, if any.
c. The department shall, in consultation with the department of buildings, develop or adopt standards by rule for the installation and maintenance of geothermal systems, including standards relating to assessing subsurface conditions and the design, commissioning, distribution and performance monitoring of geothermal systems.
d. The department shall, in consultation with the department of buildings, develop or adopt requirements by rule for persons who will design or install geothermal systems. After such requirements have been promulgated, no person shall design or install a geothermal system unless such person is registered with the department and has satisfied such requirements. The department shall make the name, address and telephone number of such registered persons publicly available online.
e. (1) For purposes of this subdivision, “cost-effective” means, with respect to the installation of a geothermal system, that the cumulative savings expected to result from such installation, including expected savings in heating and cooling costs and maintenance costs, will in twenty years or less, equal or exceed the expected costs of such installation, less all federal, state and other non-city governmental assistance available to offset the cost of such installation.

(2) By July first of two thousand sixteen, the department, with the cooperation of all other relevant city agencies, shall report the following information, at a minimum, to the speaker of the council and the mayor:

(A) For each community district:

(i) The number of city-owned buildings in such district;

(ii) The number of city-owned buildings in such district for which installation of a geothermal system would be cost-effective;
(iii) The number of city-owned lots in such district that contain space suitable the siting of the ground coupling portion of geothermal systems to serve public buildings on or adjacent to those lots; and
(iv) The number of privately owned lots in such district that contain space suitable for the siting of the ground coupling portion of geothermal systems to serve private buildings on or adjacent to those lots; and

(B) The department shall issue its opinion and recommendation with respect to the technical and regulatory feasibility of implementing a closed loop geothermal system for waterfront properties within the city by suspending closed loop coils or other heat exchange devices in the marine surface waters around the city.
f. The department shall establish a program that encourages photovoltaic system installation coupled with geothermal ground source heat pump system installation for buildings throughout the city.
§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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