Res. No. 1924
..Title

Resolution calling upon the United States House of Representatives to pass and the United States Senate to introduce and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act.

..Body

By The Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Gerson, Brewer, Comrie, Dickens, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Mealy, Palma, Recchia Jr., Stewart, Weprin, White Jr., Lappin and Nelson.

Whereas, It is estimated that almost 100,000 workers and volunteers participated in rescue, recovery and clean-up after the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center of September 11, 2001; and


Whereas, Those who participated in the operations at the World Trade Center and those who lived, worked, attended school or otherwise spent time in the area around the World Trade Center on or after September 11 were exposed to a variety of environmental toxins and psychological strains; and


Whereas, Many of the individuals affected by the terrorist attacks experienced severe physical and mental problems in the period immediately following September 11; and


Whereas, A considerable number of people continue to have physical and mental difficulties and it is unknown what other problems they may develop in the future; and 


Whereas, While there are three Centers of Excellence for World Trade Center health care in the City of New York that screen and treat those affected by the September 11 attacks, these clinics have struggled to maintain and improve their services without a steady stream of federal funding; and


Whereas, The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act (H.R. 847 “the Act”) was introduced in the United States House by Representatives Maloney, Nadler, King and McMahon to provide medical monitoring and treatment for anyone exposed to toxins from the World Trade Center; and


Whereas, The Act would establish the World Trade Center Health Programs within the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) to provide free care for responders and others affected by the events on September 11; and

Whereas, A World Trade Center Health Program Steering Committee and a World Trade Center Health Program Scientific/Technical Advisory Committee would be created by the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act; and

Whereas, The Act would ensure that the first responders and those who worked, lived or otherwise spent time in the area around the World Trade Center would receive medical monitoring and treatment for all conditions related to the terrorist attacks of September 11; and

Whereas, The Administrator of the Act would be able to establish a national network of providers to serve eligible first responders living outside of New York; and

Whereas, Research into conditions related to the World Trade Center would be conducted under the Act; and

Whereas, Presently, the City of New York is involved in litigating claims brought by first responders and others who have become ill after 9/11; and

Whereas, The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act would also reopen the September 11 Victims Compensation Fund to provide compensation for damages incurred by first responders and others who did not file a claim before or became ill after the Fund was closed; and

Whereas, Re-opening the Victims Compensation Fund is necessary to put the adversarial nature of these proceedings to an end and provide compensation for those who are becoming sick and will become sick in the future; and

Whereas, It is important to have an Administrator to coordinate grants given to private hospitals and government agencies for 9/11 related health illnesses and injuries; and
Whereas, Dr. John Howard was appointed as the Director of NIOSH in July 2002, and also served as the 9/11 Health Coordinator after he was put in charge of federal 9/11 health programs in February 2006 by Michael Leavitt, then Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services; and

Whereas, In July 2008, Dr. Howard’s term as Director of NIOSH, and with it his services as 9/11 Health Coordinator expired and he was not reappointed to either position; and
Whereas, Since then, the position has been vacant; and 
Whereas, Members of Congress, elected officials and community groups have urged President Barack Obama to reinstate Dr. John Howard as the 9/11 Health Coordinator as a result of his work and dedication to treating and monitoring the health impacts of the 9/11 attacks; and

Whereas, Irrespective of which appropriately trained and experienced appointee fills that position, President Barack Obama should appoint a 9/11 Health Coordinator as quickly as possible; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States House of Representatives to pass and the United States Senate to introduce and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act.
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