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          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay, the

          3  Council's Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee

          4  is now in session, to take up various matters.

          5                 A brief adjournment.

          6                 (recess taken.)

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay, obviously

          8  I am not Morton Povman, who chairs this Committee,

          9  unfortunately because of circumstances Mr. Povman is

         10  not with us today, so I have been asked to chair

         11  this Committee.

         12                 Today we are taking up two appointees

         13  to the Taxi and Limousine Commission, as well as

         14  some committee changes, changes in the structure of

         15  the Council.

         16                 As it relates to the Taxi and

         17  Limousine Commission, the nominees, I just want to

         18  read, as is the tradition of Chairman Povman, he

         19  likes to get this on the record:

         20                 "The purpose of the Taxi and

         21  Limousine Commission, pursuant to section 2300 of

         22  Chapter 65 of the New York City Charter, is the

         23  continuance, further development and improvement of

         24  taxi and limousine service in the City of New York.

         25  Along with the promotion and protection of the
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          2  public comfort and convenience, the further purpose

          3  of the Commission is to adopt and establish an

          4  overall transportation policy governing taxi, coach,

          5  limousine and wheelchair accessible van services as

          6  it relates to the overall public transportation

          7  network of the City; to establish certain rates,

          8  standards of service, standards of insurance and

          9  minimum coverage; standards for driver safety;

         10  standards for equipment safety and design; standards

         11  for noise and air pollution control; and to set

         12  standards and criteria for the licensing of

         13  vehicles, drivers and chauffeurs, owners and

         14  operators engaged in such services.

         15                 This is a very, very important

         16  position that has very, very heavy and far-reaching

         17  responsibilities.

         18                 The Commission, pursuant to Section

         19  2301, shall consist of nine members to be appointed

         20  by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the City

         21  Council. Five of said members, one resident from

         22  each of the five boroughs of New York City, shall be

         23  recommended for appointment by a majority vote of

         24  the Council Members of the respective borough.

         25                 Such members shall be appointed for
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          2  terms of seven years. Vacancies other than by

          3  expiration of a term shall be filled for the

          4  unexpired term. The Mayor may remove any such member

          5  for cause, upon stated charges.

          6                 The Mayor shall designate  one member

          7  of the Commission to act as the Chairman and Chief

          8  Executive Officer.

          9                 The Chairman shall have charge of the

         10  organization of its office and have authority to

         11  employ, assign and superintend the duties of such

         12  offices and employees.

         13                 The Chairman shall devote his/her

         14  full time to this position and as such he/she shall

         15  receive compensation. The other members of the

         16  Commission, however, are not entitled to

         17  compensation.

         18                 The candidates appearing before the

         19  Committee today are:

         20                 Harry Giannoulis, a resident of

         21  Queens, for his appointment as a member of the New

         22  York City Taxi and Limousine Commission, who will

         23  serve for the remainder of a seven-year term which

         24  commenced on February 1, 1994, and will expire on

         25  January 31, 2001.
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          2                 Harry Rubenstein, a resident of

          3  Manhattan, for his appointment as a member of the

          4  New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission, who

          5  will serve for a seven-year term which commenced on

          6  February 1, 1998 and will expire on January 31,

          7  2005.

          8                 The resumes for the above-named

          9  individuals are attached hereto for your

         10  information.

         11                 So, that having been said, we move

         12  now -- I see Mr. Rubinstein is seated at the

         13  designated witness table, for the day that is. So,

         14  Mr. Rubinstein, we will be happy to receive any

         15  statement or remarks related to your desire and

         16  ability to serve in this extremely important

         17  position.

         18                 I might also add that the Taxi and

         19  Limousine Commission makes the determinations on the

         20  allocations of vans, which was an alternate form of

         21  transportation and an issue of concern to this

         22  member of the Council and many residents of our

         23  City.

         24                 So, Mr. Rubinstein, identify yourself

         25  for the record, and you may proceed.
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          2                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: My name is Harry

          3  Rubinstein.

          4                 Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and

          5  members of the Committee. My name is Harry

          6  Rubinstein. I am a product of New York. I have lived

          7  here practically all of my life. I graduated from

          8  Jamaica High School, in the Borough of Queens, and

          9  received a bachelor of arts degree from Queens

         10  College of the City University of New York in 1969.

         11                 I have had many diverse jobs in New

         12  York, as an example I worked for Harry M. Stevens

         13  selling beer, hotdogs and peanuts in Shea Stadium

         14  and Yankee Stadium. I was a school teacher in the

         15  New York City school system and taught English at

         16  Willowby Junior High School, JHS 162. I also drove a

         17  taxi for the Jackson Cab Corporation, which was

         18  located in Long Island City at the time.

         19                 I don't know how many people here

         20  remember the hot seat which was the seat in the back

         21  of a cab where when a passenger got in, it kicked

         22  off some sort of device which set the meter so

         23  people couldn't cheat on meters. It's an old device.

         24  I don't think they have them anymore. This City is

         25  the capital of the world, the center of commerce,
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          2  international business, news media and education.

          3  The City is a world of theater, art, music and

          4  sophistication that is second to none. No City on

          5  earth has such a diverse population. It is this

          6  diversity that makes New York City hip, smart, fast,

          7  creative, productive and the greatest place to live

          8  in the world.

          9                 When a person travels through New

         10  York City, they are traveling the world. Different

         11  cultures not only exist in every neighborhood, but

         12  sometimes just around the block.

         13                 Many people visit these areas by

         14  cabs. Cabs go to business meetings, restaurants,

         15  sporting events, conventions, museums, theater and

         16  shopping. The cab is the blood that travels New

         17  York's veins.

         18                 These taxis are New York's

         19  ambassadors to the world, and therefore should be

         20  shining examples of all that is great about New

         21  York. People view images of New York in movies,

         22  newspapers and television all over the world. It is

         23  our responsibility as New Yorkers to make our City

         24  live up to these wonderful images.

         25                 I feel that if appointed as a New
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          2  York City Taxi Commissioner, I can help New York

          3  City maintain its great standing in the world and

          4  help polish its wonderful image.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Thank

          7  you, Mr. Rubinstein.

          8                 Mr. Rubinstein, how did you learn

          9  about the vacancy on this Commission?

         10                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I was notified by

         11  Bruce Titelbaum that there was a position to be

         12  filled and if I was interested in filling it, and I

         13  said of course, I would love to do that.

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: How do

         15  you see your role as it relates -- I mean, you very

         16  clearly explained how important and central to New

         17  York City's viability taxis are, but are you aware

         18  of the other modes of transportation and the

         19  controversy surrounding the increasingly divisive

         20  issue of commuter vans?

         21                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Only from what I read

         22  in the papers, as far as some that don't have

         23  insurance, some that there is some sort of problem

         24  with it and the need I guess to have them under the

         25  jurisdiction --
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          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: But you

          3  do know that is an issue that in addition to

          4  taxicabs and taxi drivers, the Taxi and Limousine

          5  Commission does have the authority to license and

          6  regulate so-called commuter vans?

          7                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, I am fully aware

          8  of that. I have been living in Queens for a long

          9  period of time, going to Jamaica High School, I am

         10  fully aware of the suburban or suburbs, so to speak,

         11  needs.

         12                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Are you

         13  going to have the time? What kind of business are

         14  you in? I read your resume, now you are in the real

         15  estate business?

         16                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I manage my own

         17  property.

         18                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Will that

         19  allow you, sir, the amount of time necessary to

         20  acquaint yourself with the complexities of the

         21  issues on which you will be voting, as opposed to

         22  having to just rely upon some representative or some

         23  presentation from the Mayor's Office as to the

         24  position that you have to take?

         25                 I understand that when you tell me
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          2  that you were notified by Mr. Titelbaum that you are

          3  the Mayoral, you view yourself as the Mayoral

          4  appointee, but will you have the time, or would you

          5  put in the time necessary to make an independent

          6  judgment to bring your own intellect to focus on all

          7  sides of the various issues?

          8                 You are talking about issues like

          9  removing the availability of an individual to earn a

         10  living. You are talking about issues that affect the

         11  stability of communities, such as commuter vans on

         12  certain streets. You are talking about the

         13  revocations of licenses and all -- it is a

         14  quasi-judicial body which have ramification far

         15  beyond the casual and far beyond the easy to

         16  analyze. Do you think you have that kind of mindset

         17  and the willingness? You are not being paid, you

         18  understand?

         19                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, I know that.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: You are

         21  receiving no compensation for this job.

         22                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: And I

         24  view this as a very central body to the stability

         25  and the vitality of our City. Are you that person?
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          2                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, I hope so. I

          3  have lived here all of my life and I have always

          4  loved the City, and from what I understand I am the

          5  only person on the committee who ever drove a cab,

          6  so I know some of the ramifications of that and some

          7  of the workings there.

          8                 You seem to be interested in the van

          9  issue, it is an issue that I only know about in

         10  terms of what I read in the papers and I certainly

         11  can't see how I am an expert on it, but in terms of

         12  the time that is necessary, I would do anything

         13  required to get myself ready to accept this

         14  position.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Seven

         16  years is an extremely long time, so you will have an

         17  opportunity to address numerous issues and dozens of

         18  controversies, so it is important that I think you

         19  adjust in your own mind that this is what I intend

         20  to do and I intend to bring the time and the

         21  intellectual resources necessary to make the kind of

         22  decisions that will be in the interest of not only

         23  those who appear before the Taxi and Limousine

         24  Commission defending themselves, as well as those

         25  who come to file complaints and communities with
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          2  different points of views on various controversial

          3  issues.

          4                 Council Member O'Donovan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Chairman.

          7                 Mr. Rubinstein, welcome. Are you

          8  aware or familiar with the controversies that have

          9  arisen within this Council, in particular the

         10  Transportation Committee, chaired by our colleague

         11  Noach Dear and the TLC, with regard to some people

         12  say draconian rules and regulations, coming out of

         13  the TLC as it applies to the whole industry, the

         14  yellow cab industry, the livery industry? Are you

         15  familiar with this controversy?

         16                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I am familiar with

         17  some of the new rules that were just passed in

         18  regards to, I believe it was -- I think it was 11

         19  points, if I am correct, where there is a revocation

         20  of a license and some people feel that it might be a

         21  little too strict.

         22                 Again, I am aware of what has gone on

         23  from what I have read in the papers about some of

         24  the controversy with the new rules being a bit too

         25  harsh.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: The rules

          3  are too harsh. There are about 13 or 14 rules that

          4  have been up for a passage, you are aware of that,

          5  right? It is not just one or two rules.

          6                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: The rule that I

          7  mentioned was the one I was aware of where if the

          8  driver received too many points he would have his

          9  license taken away.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Are you

         11  aware of the double standard controversy, whereby if

         12  a police officer gives a taxicab or a livery cab a

         13  license that the TLC also wants to give a ticket on

         14  the same vein, are you aware of that procedure?

         15                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I am not aware of

         16  that particular rule.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: And the

         18  controversy over waiting for hiring of particularly

         19  of a livery cab driver that there is no more

         20  temporary licenses if we are a livery cab driver to

         21  drive, that they have to apply and be investigated

         22  for three or four weeks and maybe a couple of

         23  months, thereby putting the livery people, the base

         24  owners without a cab driver as this goes on? Are you

         25  familiar with that particular aspect of one of these
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          2  rules and regulations?

          3                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Only from what I have

          4  read in the paper.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: And what

          6  you have read in the paper, how do you feel about

          7  these new rules and regulations by the TLC?

          8                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I have to read and

          9  look over some of the rules and I have not made any

         10  judgments pro or con about them.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: And if the

         12  TLC and the Commissioner, all her wisdom, and all

         13  the wisdom of the TLC people, the Deputy

         14  Commissioner, et cetera, said this is what we

         15  believe is the right way to go, and you looked at it

         16  and you heard all of the different aspects of the

         17  arguments and you believe that might not be the

         18  right way to go, what would you do.

         19                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, as I said, I

         20  would have to review specific rulings and then judge

         21  according to my own decision the pro and con of the

         22  particular issue.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: I have a

         24  lot of problems, Mr. Chairman. A lot of problems.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Duly
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          2  noted, Mr. O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: In -- not

          4  necessarily Mr. Rubinstein, his resume is certainly

          5  --

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Not

          7  necessarily.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: No. But I

          9  have a problem with an Administration that would

         10  send a nominee here that isn't truly updated with

         11  regard to some of the issues that on an outer

         12  borough like Staten Island would affect us

         13  tremendously, because we just don't have public

         14  transportation to augment people going back and

         15  forth. We rely heavily -- we don't even have yellow

         16  cabs on Staten Island. We have no subways on Staten

         17  Island. We have nothing expect for the livery

         18  people, and I am from Staten Island and I have to

         19  shill for Staten Island.

         20                 But I have tremendous problems with

         21  regard to this and I am inclined to vote no. I think

         22  there are draconian rules and regulations, Noach

         23  Dear, the Councilman of the Transportation has

         24  introduced legislation, I see my colleague over here

         25  Ronnie Eldridge, which we are on the same page, we
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          2  are going to introduce more legislation, to soften

          3  up the rules and regulations of the TLC.

          4                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: We will

          5  come back to you, Council Member.

          6                 Mr. McCaffrey.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr.

          9  Rubinstein, one of the items that does concern me is

         10  that your name has been submitted for some period of

         11  time, and the answer that you have given to my

         12  colleague, Mr. O'Donovan, that you don't have an

         13  opinion is somewhat disturbing.

         14                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I think maybe you

         15  misunderstood the response.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Well, tell

         17  me what is your view.

         18                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I didn't say at any

         19  point I didn't have an opinion. What I said was I

         20  can't render an opinion here at this moment on an

         21  issue that I haven't read and don't know how I feel

         22  when it comes to pro or con, which is what I said

         23  about a specific rule.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Let me

         25  raise the issue in terms of, have you reviewed what
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          2  the TLC has passed under Chairperson McKechnie in

          3  recent months?

          4                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: As I said, I read

          5  some of the issues, not all of them, and

          6  specifically the ones that, you know, the gentleman

          7  mentioned, I was not aware of, therefore when he

          8  asked me a question pertaining to whether I felt pro

          9  or con for it, I said I couldn't --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Okay, fair

         11  enough.

         12                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: -- Make a decision

         13  pro or con.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr.

         15  Rubinstein, what items in your review do you believe

         16  the Administration and the Chair of the TLC has had

         17  poor judgment on, if any?

         18                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, I can't make a

         19  decision on whether the Administration has had any

         20  poor judgement on any of the decisions that are

         21  made. All I can render is the specific response that

         22  once hopefully being appointed to this position, I

         23  would review the issues and be very independent in

         24  my judgment.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: One of the
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          2  items that is a source of concern in neighborhoods

          3  around the City is the issue of base stations.

          4                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I am sorry?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: The issue

          6  of base stations.

          7                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Base stations?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: And where

          9  they are located, in proximity to residential

         10  neighborhoods.

         11                 One of the items is that the

         12  Commission by rule has established the distance from

         13  the base station to off-street parking. What do you

         14  believe should be the proximity of a base station to

         15  off-street parking when it is near a residential

         16  neighborhood? Do you believe it should be five

         17  blocks, a mile?

         18                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, you are asking

         19  me to make a judgment on an issue that right here

         20  and now that I haven't reviewed. I can't make a

         21  specific decision unless I know full well what

         22  encompasses this particular issue.

         23                 Any judgment I would make now would

         24  be just off-the-cuff without having the facts. If

         25  you are asking me to render a quick decision without
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          2  factual information, I could certainly do that, but

          3  that would not be something that I would prefer to

          4  do.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Give me

          6  your impression then, as to what you believe would

          7  be the nexus of base stations to off-street parking?

          8                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: You would have to

          9  explain to me what base station means.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Base

         11  station is where the livery station operation of the

         12  cars would be dispatched from, where the office of

         13  the livery station would be.

         14                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: By base station you

         15  mean the headquarters of where a livery would be?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: That's

         17  correct. And so in that regard the proximity.

         18                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: The question is

         19  again?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Is how far

         21  away, or how close can or should be the off-street

         22  parking component for the livery base station?

         23                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: How close it should

         24  be?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Right.
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          2                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, from what you

          3  are stating, I would say that as long as it does not

          4  interfere with any public vehicles, as long as it

          5  does not interfere with anything within that area,

          6  it should be as close as possible to that base

          7  station area.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

         11  Member Michels.

         12                 Council Member Eisland, any

         13  questions?

         14                 Council Member Michels.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr.

         16  Rubinstein, did you ever receive any -- while you

         17  were driving a cab, did you ever get a ticket or

         18  anything by a police officer?

         19                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, I never did.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Any

         21  violations?

         22                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, I never did.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I know they

         24  can't search your records, so they are asking you

         25  questions. They couldn't find your hack license
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          2  either.

          3                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, you are talking

          4  about 1970 something.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes,

          6  evidently before they transferred over to computer.

          7                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Way before that.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Do you have

          9  some evidence in the fact that you drove a cab?

         10                 Do you have a copy of your hack

         11  license?

         12                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Other than that I

         13  drove for Jackson Cab Corp, I would have to dig it

         14  up some place. I was asked that before, I don't

         15  think I have it.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: When is that

         17  that you drove a cab?

         18                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: It was right after

         19  college, you are looking at 1971.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: That was

         21  quite a long time ago.

         22                 Mr. Rubinstein, I note you are in the

         23  real estate business.

         24                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And as a
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          2  commissioner part of your responsibilities are to

          3  see to it that the laws with respect to taxi drivers

          4  are enforced; isn't that correct?

          5                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: That's correct.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And while you

          7  don't give out summonses, I guess you are capable of

          8  giving out summonses if you find something wrong; is

          9  that right? Can you give a summons out?

         10                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I wouldn't know.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Okay. Well,

         12  let's put it this way, since enforcement is one of

         13  the things that you are involved in, it is important

         14  that you, as a person who is going to be involved in

         15  enforcement of rules and regulations, be in

         16  compliance with rules and regulations, and I note

         17  that you are in the real property business, and you

         18  talk about managing your own buildings, and you have

         19  quite a few buildings here in which there are

         20  violations and violations which are still

         21  outstanding, as I understand it.

         22                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, the violations

         23  are --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Some of these

         25  violations occurred prior to your ownership of the
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          2  building.

          3                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: There is only one

          4  building that you are talking about, all of the

          5  other buildings have been cleared.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Excuse

          7  me, Mr. Michels. Mr. Rubinstein, you will inform the

          8  Council when those six HPD building violations are

          9  resolved?

         10                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, that issue has

         11  been addressed. A letter was sent stating that the

         12  violations in one particular building was prior to

         13  my ownership and therefore a letter was sent stating

         14  that, and even though they are not my

         15  responsibility, they still have to be cleared and a

         16  letter was sent.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Well, you are

         18  the owner of the building, they are your

         19  responsibility. They are outstanding violations.

         20                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, but I was not

         21  the only --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You may not

         23  have been the owner, but once you buy the building

         24  -- when you bought the building, and you went to

         25  the closing, didn't they inform you of the
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          2  violations? Didn't you have the building checked for

          3  violations?

          4                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, but --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: So you had

          6  notice of the violations existing at the time of the

          7  closing; isn't that correct?

          8                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: What I am saying,

          9  sir, is that prior to, this was a foreclosed

         10  property where I currently live, and so --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Right.

         12                 19 East 37th Street.

         13                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: All of the violations

         14  occurred in this building were prior to my

         15  ownership.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I understand

         17  that. But at the time that you purchased the

         18  building or you went to purchase the building, you

         19  did know about the existing violations?

         20                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, of course.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You would

         22  either get a printout or they would inform you.

         23                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Exactly.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: So that you

         25  are on notice, and when did you buy these buildings?
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          2                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: '94.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: '94?

          4                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: So the end of '94.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: '94. Well,

          6  this is 1999.

          7                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: All of the work has

          8  been taken care of in the building, during the year

          9  --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: When was it

         11  done.

         12                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: During a year of

         13  renovation, and there is further work that had been

         14  done and it is just a question of the architect --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Does that

         16  include the 27 class C violations?

         17                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Which violations is

         18  that?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: The 27 Class

         20  C, which are hazardous violations. 28 Class B

         21  violations, and eight Class A violations. This is

         22  all for 19 West 37th Street?

         23                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, I am not sure of

         24  the exact number of --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I am reading
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          2  from the report that was done by our investigators.

          3                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, well, when I

          4  spoke to Mr. Goldstein about it, there was one

          5  elevator violation that may have been the one you

          6  are talking about.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I am talking

          8  about 27 Class C, 27 individual --

          9                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I am not sure which

         10  --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Approximately

         12  60 violations. It is your building.

         13                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: The only major

         14  violation that was considered hazardous was where

         15  there was no inspection of the boiler at that time

         16  which was addressed by a letter sent to the correct

         17  --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: As I

         19  understand it, nine of the open violations are for

         20  failing to file annual inspection elevator safety

         21  test reports, under Local Law 10/81. And the

         22  remaining violation was for failing to file annual

         23  boiler inspection reports. There were nine elevator

         24  violations, 27 all together of hazardous violations,

         25  of which nine were elevators. So there were other
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          2  violations.

          3                 Was this a gut rehabilitation that

          4  you did to this building?

          5                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, it was not a gut.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Moderate?

          7                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Well, it was a

          8  foreclosed building. It was --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: There was

         10  nobody living there?

         11                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Very few people.

         12                 All the work was done, as I said, and

         13  it is just a question, as I said to Mr. Goldstein,

         14  the applications are in to take care of it.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You mean

         16  self-certification?

         17                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes. The only one was

         18  that boiler one, which the company at that time --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: What happened

         20  to the tenants in the building? Are they still

         21  living there?

         22                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes. There are two

         23  tenants.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And you live

         25  in this building yourself?
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          2                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I live in the

          3  building.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And that is

          5  that building. And then you also had violations in

          6  21-14 East 69th Street in Brooklyn?

          7                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, there are no

          8  violations in any other building.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: This one said

         10  there were two outstanding notices of violation

         11  default on this property. One issued on February

         12  9th, replacing recyclables out for collection.

         13                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: That is a ticket that

         14  was paid, Sir.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: That is a

         16  violation.

         17                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: That was paid.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, fine.

         19                 No, this one says it was outstanding.

         20  When was this paid?

         21                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Probably a month ago,

         22  two months ago.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Oh, okay. And

         24  this report was probably -- when was this report

         25  finished? This report was probably done subsequent.
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          2  You probably paid them subsequent to the report

          3  being done.

          4                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I'm sorry?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Evidently

          6  this is the third time you have been on, and when

          7  you were originally on this report was finished at

          8  that time, but you should have written to Stuart and

          9  told him of the fact that these violations have been

         10  taken care of.

         11                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, they were all

         12  taken care of.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You have

         14  violations at 61-20 185th Street, Queens, New York?

         15                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No, there is no

         16  violations there.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And 212 Beach

         18  120th Street in Queens. And 67-41 173rd Street in

         19  Queens, there was a water billing record.

         20                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: All of the violations

         21  you mentioned have been addressed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And all of

         23  your bills have been paid for the water and sewer

         24  bill?

         25                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            31

          1  RULES PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And there are

          3  no outstanding liens?

          4                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Nothing.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Okay.

          6                 Is there anything that we should know

          7  about that maybe is not in this report, in your

          8  record that we should know about, as far as problems

          9  that you had?

         10                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: No.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And as far as

         12  you are concerned, these are the only problems you

         13  had?

         14                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes, there was a

         15  ticket that you mentioned which was paid two months

         16  ago. The reason that came up perhaps now is because

         17  this is the third time I am here.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: What ticket

         19  was that?

         20                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: I don't recall. When

         21  was I here first?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Oh, are you

         23  talking about the environmental, the recycling

         24  ticket?

         25                 MR. RUBINSTEIN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Oh, that one.

          3                 Okay, I have no further questions.

          4                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: There

          5  being no other questions at this time, Mr.

          6  Rubinstein, you may step down.

          7                 Mr. Giannoulis, is he in the room?

          8  Mr. Giannoulis, is he here?

          9                 Mr. Rubinstein, you can stay or go, I

         10  don't think we have any further questions for you.

         11  But we will be voting shortly. You may want to stay

         12  for that part of the meeting.

         13                 Mr. Giannoulis, Harry, if you will

         14  identify yourself, we would be happy to hear any

         15  statement pertaining to your ability and your desire

         16  to serve in this extremely important position.

         17                 MR. GIANNOULIS: Good morning, Mr.

         18  Chairman, members of the Committee. My name is Harry

         19  Giannoulis. I want to first thank the Queens

         20  Delegation, and Speaker Vallone, for nominating me

         21  to this position. I agree with you, Councilman

         22  Spigner, that this is a very important position, and

         23  that the TLC's responsibilities are very important

         24  to the well-being of this City.

         25                 I believe that my over 15 years of
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          2  experience in government will allow me to serve on

          3  this TLC properly. I served as the New York State

          4  ombudsman under Governor Cuomo for four years, where

          5  my main responsibilities were to work with

          6  communities and government agencies and private

          7  interests, to reach resolutions to problems. I think

          8  that the things that I learned there will be

          9  essential to working on the TLC, and working with

         10  the diverse interests, whether it is the medallion

         11  owners, the riding public or the drivers, and I

         12  think that my active involvement in my community

         13  will also lend me towards being able to work in the

         14  interest of the City.

         15                 I don't have a detailed prepared

         16  statement. I would much prefer to answer some of the

         17  questions of the Council members. What I can say is

         18  that I am looking forward to, as matters might come

         19  before me at the TLC if this appointment goes

         20  through, to look to the Council for their advice on

         21  various matters, on various rules, because I think

         22  that this body is the best one to give me an opinion

         23  on those matters, so I am free to answer any

         24  questions that anybody might have.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay, Mr.
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          2  Giannoulis, you work full-time now, you are not a

          3  business person, you work full-time for, what agency

          4  is that?

          5                 MR. GIANNOULIS: I work for a health

          6  care agency that is based in Queens that provides

          7  services to people with disabilities. It is one of

          8  the largest employers in Queens with over 1,000

          9  employees in facilities throughout the City.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: All

         11  right.

         12                 Now, this position that you are

         13  applying for, does not pay. And I have a

         14  philosophical problem with requiring time and

         15  resources of people on very important issues and not

         16  compensating them. You relegate, you limit the

         17  choices of people who are able to serve, forget

         18  about those willing to serve, you limit, because

         19  unless you have the flexibility of your employer, or

         20  your business, and the ability to present yourself

         21  in an acceptable manner among your peers, you are

         22  not going to apply or serve in this capacity.

         23                 So, it is my intention to pursue my

         24  dissatisfaction with agencies like this Commission

         25  and others who don't have a per diem or any kind of
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          2  compensation that we expect and required to play

          3  such an important role.

          4                 Will your employer allow you the time

          5  to spend at the Commission? How much time do you

          6  anticipate you will be required to spend at the Taxi

          7  and Limousine Commission where you will be

          8  deliberating on issues of removing someone's

          9  license, revoking a permit or medallion, or

         10  determining who said what, who threw the first

         11  punch, that will impact on whether someone is able

         12  to earn a living, whether vans should be permitted

         13  to run willy-nilly through residential

         14  neighborhoods, will you have the time to focus on

         15  these issues?

         16                 Forget about, I don't doubt your

         17  intellectual capacity to cope, but will you have the

         18  time?

         19                 MR. GIANNOULIS: Well, I discussed

         20  this with my employer and he is willing to give me

         21  any time off that I need to fulfill my duties. He

         22  views it as public service and he has no problem

         23  with that. He has made that commitment to me. My

         24  understanding is that there is one or two meetings a

         25  month and any other time that would need to be spent
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          2  I will spend.

          3                 I agree with you, let me state, that

          4  for something like this a per diem would make sense

          5  because something where people get expenses for

          6  their activity would make some sense, but that

          7  doesn't affect -- I support you on that initiative

          8  but that doesn't affect --

          9                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Now, see,

         10  a meeting may take -- there may be one or two days a

         11  month meetings, one or two meetings a month, but

         12  there will probably be voluminous material that you

         13  will have to review, decipher and draw a conclusion

         14  from. It is going to mean putting in a tremendous

         15  amount of time, and I just want you to know that in

         16  the event that this Committee and then further the

         17  full Council affirms you, that you will have a moral

         18  obligation, as well as a legal obligation, to

         19  fulfill your responsibility in such a manner.

         20                 MR. GIANNOULIS: Before I allowed my

         21  name to be submitted I thought about that seriously,

         22  and I decided that I do want to make that

         23  commitment.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

         25  Member McCaffrey, you have a question?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr.

          3  Giannoulis and I have worked in the past, and in

          4  terms of the issue of base stations, as you know,

          5  the reason I raised the issue of base stations with

          6  the other candidate is the parking regulations

          7  created by TLC say that a base station only has to

          8  have parking within a mile and a half, and as we all

          9  know, that is a ludicrous concept.

         10                 Can you tell us how you would view

         11  the quality of life issues in base stations, and

         12  what it would be you would look toward by way of

         13  special attention?

         14                 MR. GIANNOULIS: If you could explain

         15  to me a little bit more this mile and a half rule,

         16  so I could address it.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Well, the

         18  mile and a half rule that the Commission created

         19  said as long as you have off-street parking a mile

         20  and a half away, you are fine, which in Queens is a

         21  ridiculous notion entirely, and I am sure in other

         22  portions of the City.

         23                 And we have all gotten complaints

         24  over the years when a base station opens or the cars

         25  are hanging outside, particularly where it abuts
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          2  residential neighborhoods, could you tell us what

          3  your philosophy is in terms of the quality of life

          4  issues?

          5                 MR. GIANNOULIS: Yes. It's a serious

          6  issue because you have, as a resident of Jackson

          7  Heights, Woodside area, which is the area that you

          8  represent, we have a lot of those base stations in

          9  that area. You have double-parked cars, you have

         10  cars parked in front of people's driveways, you have

         11  a constant 24 hours a day traffic in a residential

         12  neighborhood, you have people who are working, the

         13  drivers, of no fault of their own, but you have

         14  drivers who are working at all times at night, and

         15  that is an incredible hinderance to the community

         16  that has that base station in their community.

         17                 I think that changes should be made

         18  that would explore the possibility of alleviating

         19  those circumstances. It would be interesting in

         20  hearing what the Transportation Committee or

         21  whatever Committee in the Council would make those

         22  recommendations have.

         23                 I think that as a resident of a

         24  neighborhood that has those issues I would be very

         25  attuned to them. I think it is an important issue to
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          2  try to resolve.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Acting Chairman.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

          7  Member O'Donovan, please. The last member to ask

          8  questions.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes, good

         10  morning.

         11                 MR. GIANNOULIS: Good morning,

         12  Councilman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Are you

         14  familiar, sir, with the -- obviously you have been

         15  listening to these questions, the questions I asked

         16  to Mr. Rubinstein I will ask to you: Are you

         17  familiar with some of these quote/unquote draconian

         18  laws, rules and regulations that are coming down or

         19  have tried to come down from the TLC with regard to

         20  yellow cabs specific to livery cabs? You know of the

         21  controversy, right?

         22                 MR. GIANNOULIS: I know the

         23  controversy and I know the rules and I do believe to

         24  be draconian regarding the yellow cabs.

         25                 If I could address that? Again, like
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          2  the other nominee, all I have read is what I have

          3  read in the newspapers, I have done some research, I

          4  have taken the opportunity to speak to some

          5  medallion owners, some drivers - it seems to me to

          6  be the Council proposal is a more reasonable

          7  proposal. It seems to me that -- I can give you an

          8  example. I was in a cab the other day. I was

          9  crossing Manhattan and the driver went three blocks

         10  past where he was supposed to cross. So he turns to

         11  me at one point and he says to me, you know, I went

         12  past where I was supposed to go, I am going to take

         13  off 75 cents off the meter, which I thought was a

         14  very nice thing for him to do.

         15                 So, we got into a conversation and I

         16  started asking him about these rules. I said have

         17  you ever been pulled over in one of these stings or

         18  whatever they might call them where they check out

         19  the cabs? And he said, well, yes, I did. He said to

         20  me, I got two tickets, one for not having a map,

         21  which is apparently a requirement, and one for the

         22  light in the trunk being broken. He told me he got

         23  six points on that. He said the next time that I go

         24  through a red light, I am done.

         25                 Now, he seemed to me to be a pretty
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          2  conscientious guy, you know, he was going to give me

          3  my 75 cents back without even asking for it. It

          4  seems to me that if that guy accidently goes through

          5  a red light, he should not be at a point where he is

          6  going to lose his license within 18 months. I have a

          7  problem with that. I think there is something wrong

          8  with that.

          9                 I don't know the very specifics of

         10  the Council bill, again, what I read in the

         11  newspaper, but the Council bill seems somewhat more

         12  reasonable.

         13                 I mean, I think that in regards to

         14  issues of safety, in regard to issues of reckless

         15  driving, in regard to issues where drivers refuse to

         16  take people to certain neighborhoods, in regard to

         17  issues of discrimination, I think that we should be

         18  very aggressive against drivers, but I don't know if

         19  some of these new measures are correct, I think I

         20  have a problem with them.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you.

         22  Thank you very much.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay,

         24  thank you, Council member.

         25                 There being no further member of the
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          2  Council or the Committee asking further questions at

          3  this time, gentlemen, you may stay for the vote or

          4  you may attend to the rest of your day's business.

          5                 We now await the report, the

          6  information that we will need to act on the changes

          7  in the Council structure, as it relates to committee

          8  assignments, or reassignments and other matters

          9  pertaining to that matter.

         10                 We are going to stand in recess for

         11  five minutes. Just five minutes, members, please

         12  don't go away.

         13                 (Recess taken.)

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: All

         15  right, we are going to reconvene the Rules

         16  Committee. We are reconvening the Rules Committee

         17  for the purpose of voting on the appointments of Mr.

         18  Rubinstein and Mr. Giannoulis, and for those members

         19  who want to be heard and vote on any other matter

         20  coming before the Committee today, which may require

         21  some changes in the rules and Committee assignment.

         22                 So, Mr. Clerk, will you call the

         23  roll, please.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker

         25  Vallone.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I have to attend

          3  another important meeting, but I have fully reviewed

          4  the candidates before us today and the Rules

          5  committee changes and I would like to, with

          6  everybody's permission, to cast my vote in the

          7  affirmative.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Without

          9  objection, so ordered.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I would thank

         13  you for the opportunity of casting my vote. At this

         14  point I do vote aye in the affirmative on the

         15  appointments, as well as the rules changes

         16  concerning committee assignments and every matter

         17  relative thereto.

         18                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Continue

         19  the roll call.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I, too, will

         22  follow the lead of the Speaker and my whip from

         23  Brooklyn and vote aye on all orders, including rules

         24  changes.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: All
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          2  right, we will keep the roll call open.

          3                 Stanley, we are just giving those

          4  members who have to rush off an opportunity to vote,

          5  but there are some rule changes, and committee

          6  assignments, so do you want to wait until that has

          7  been discussed and reported on?

          8                 I would suggest that you wait.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Chairman,

         10  I will accept your advice.

         11                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Thank you

         12  so much.

         13                 We are going to go back to a

         14  five-minute recess.

         15                 (Recess taken.)

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I will call the

         17  Committee to order. Will the members please take

         18  their seats and will the Counsel to the Committee

         19  distribute to each member two reports; one of the

         20  standing committees, and the other of the changes in

         21  the substantive matter jurisdiction of the Public

         22  Safety Committee and the creation of a new

         23  committee. You should have two documents before you

         24  which I would like you to look over before we have

         25  any discussions.
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          2                 MR. FERTIG: Earlier today we had a

          3  hearing on the two candidates for Taxi and Limousine

          4  Commission, Harry Giannoulis an Harry Rubinstein.

          5  The voting is still open for members who have not

          6  voted. We will have an opportunity to vote on the

          7  roll call. We will now be also considering the

          8  membership changes to certain standing committees

          9  and the addition of new committees and allowances on

         10  the budget.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, we will

         12  give the members five minutes to look at the reports

         13  and then we will have --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: How many

         15  minutes, Mr. Chairman?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Excuse me?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: How many

         18  minutes?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Five minutes.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Two minutes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Two minutes,

         22  okay.

         23                 (Recess taken.)

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are all the

         25  members of the Rules Committee that are here present
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          2  to vote? Anyone outside of Rules?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: The Speaker

          4  voted already.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Not on this.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, he did.

          7  On all matters.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: On all matters?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: The Speaker,

         10  Priscilla Wooten, Herbie Berman.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: They voted on

         12  everything that is before us?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes. The

         14  Speaker, Priscilla Wooten, Herbie Berman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We will have the

         16  roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Stanley

         18  Michels did not vote. Wendell Foster did not vote.

         19  June Eisland did not vote. Ognibene, the Minority

         20  Leader --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I understand, Mr.

         22  Spigner, that the opportunity to vote was left open?

         23  Anyone who has not previously voted on these items

         24  can vote at the present time.

         25                 Okay, has everyone had an opportunity
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          2  to review the changes in the substantive matter

          3  jurisdiction of the Public Safety Committee and the

          4  creation of a new committee? Any discussion on that?

          5                 Not hearing any discussion, I

          6  recommend that we act favorably for these two

          7  changes that are being made, Public Safety, and Fire

          8  and Criminal Justice Services.

          9                 You have before you the Standing

         10  Committees of the City Council, and the

         11  Subcommittees and the changes that have been made to

         12  accommodate the new members to the City Council and

         13  some requested changes by others.

         14                 Any discussion on the standing

         15  committees?

         16                 Okay, I am recommending a vote in

         17  favor of both reports, the standing committees and

         18  also the substantive matter jurisdiction of the

         19  Public Safety Committee and the creation of a new

         20  committee, which is called the Fire and Criminal

         21  Justice Services Committee, to be chaired by Council

         22  Member Warden.

         23                 Can we have a roll call on those two

         24  items?

         25                 Just to make it clear, we are voting
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          2  right now on the two items on the Committee changes

          3  and the changes of the Public Safety Committee and

          4  the creation of a new committee. That is what we are

          5  voting on right now. We will have another vote for

          6  those who haven't had the opportunity to vote for

          7  the two appointments to the Taxi and Limousine.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Why don't you

          9  just couple the whole thing, Mr. Chairman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Right, they will

         11  be voting twice. Is that legal?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: No. The

         13  people who voted, it was with the understanding that

         14  they voted on the entire calendar, committee changes

         15  --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         17                 On the advice of --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I was acting

         19  for you, Mr. Chairman. They voted already.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, we are

         21  taking a vote, a coupled vote on the standing

         22  committees, the creation of a new committee, and the

         23  two Taxi and Limousine Commissioners.

         24                 Roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Chairman,

          5  may I be briefly excused?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, Council

          7  Member Spigner.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I just want

          9  to assure you I was privileged to represent you as

         10  Chair of this Committee in your absence, and

         11  hopefully if my colleagues, as always forthright,

         12  they will report to you the very commendable and

         13  forthright job I did in that capacity.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I vote aye on

         17  all coupled items on today's calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:

         24  Notwithstanding the commendable work by the previous

         25  acting chairman, I vote aye.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            50

          1  RULES PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes, may I

          4  be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 I vote aye on the two appointments to

          6  the Taxi and Limousine Commission, and I abstain

          7  with regard to preconsidered M on the standing

          8  committee.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         11  Freed, there are four items that are before you. Two

         12  persons being appointed to the Taxi and Limousine

         13  Commission, we have a listing of the standing

         14  committees and the changes to the standing

         15  committees and the creation of a new committee, the

         16  Fire and Criminal Justice Service Committee. The

         17  long list here has everything on it, the short list

         18  is just breaking down into two committees, the

         19  Public Safety Committee and the Fire and Criminal

         20  Justice Services, and showing what authority each

         21  one has.

         22                 Do you want to vote on this?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: On which?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: On the four

         25  matters that I mentioned?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: I vote yes on

          3  the two appointments. No on the standing committees.

          4  And yes on the creation of a new committee.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          6                 I call the Committee on Rules,

          7  Privileges and Elections to order. The last item on

          8  the agenda is one additional change to a

          9  subcommittee, and the change is the Subcommittee on

         10  Planning, Dispositions and Concessions, and Mr.

         11  McCaffrey is removed from the Committee, and Mr.

         12  Miller is on the Committee to replace him.

         13                 Any discussion on that? Any

         14  discussion on the change?

         15                 No discussion. All right we will deem

         16  the vote that we previously have made on the

         17  committee changes to apply for this change as well.

         18                 Any objection?

         19                 Hearing no objection.

         20                 MR. FERTIG: So the vote remains eight

         21  in the affirmative, one abstention, one opposition.

         22  It is adopted.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, that's it.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 12:30 p.m.)

         25
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