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I. INTRODUCTION
On February 9, 2026, the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings (“the Committee”), chaired by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, will hold a hearing on shared housing. The Committee will also consider several pieces of legislation: Int. No. 66, sponsored by Council Member Virginia Maloney, formerly sponsored by former Council Member Erik D. Bottcher, in relation to shared housing; Int. No. 71, sponsored by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, formerly sponsored by former Council Member Bottcher, in relation to requiring permit holders responsible for sidewalk sheds or scaffolding to repair or replace certain damaged city-owned trees; Int. No. 271, sponsored by Council Member Shekar Krishnan, in relation to requiring the department of housing preservation and development to increase tenant relocation services in the event of a vacate order; Int. No. 418, sponsored by Council Member Sanchez, in relation to requiring the department of housing preservation and development to create an in-person housing portal assistance program; Int. No. 421, sponsored by Council Member P. Sanchez, in relation to allowing the occupancy of cellars in certain one- and two-family dwellings; and Int. No. 427, sponsored by Council Member P. Sanchez, in relation to how affordable housing units which subsequently became vacant are rented through the housing portal. The Committee expects to hear testimony from the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”), the Department of Buildings (“DOB”), as well as housing advocates, representatives of the real estate and construction industries, members of the public, and other interested parties.
II. BACKGROUND
A. Shared Housing

[bookmark: _Ref221203549]	New York City (“the City”) is amidst a historic housing crisis, as evidenced by the 2023 Housing and Vacancy Survey conducted by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the United States Census Bureau, which determined a 1.4% vacancy rate, the lowest since 1968.[footnoteRef:1] Although it can be difficult for New Yorkers of all income ranges to find an available apartment, vacant units for low-income households are drastically scarcer: only .39% of units with a monthly rental value of $1,100 or below are vacant, while 3.39% of units with rental values of $2,400 or above are vacant.[footnoteRef:2] A growing number of New Yorkers pool their incomes to afford increasing rents: there was a reported 11% increase in households consisting of non-family members (such as roommates) between 2018 and 2023.[footnoteRef:3] In response to the growing housing crisis, the City has sought avenues for the creation of new housing, whether by legalizing entirely new categories of housing such as ancillary dwelling units, or by removing barriers to resurrect defunct types of housing.  [1:  2023 Housing and Vacancy Survey Selected Initial Findings at 21, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/hpd/downloads/pdfs/about/2023-nychvs-selected-initial-findings.pdf ]  [2:  Id. at 21.]  [3:  Mihir Zaveri, “The ‘New’ Solution for the N.Y.C. Housing Crisis: Tiny Apartments” The New York Times (Nov. 25, 2025), available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/25/nyregion/sro-apartments-nyc.html ] 

[bookmark: _Ref221194188]One such category of defunct housing, shared housing, consists of two or more independently occupied rooms, known as “rooming units,” that share a kitchen, bathroom, or both.[footnoteRef:4] Shared housing allows for the accommodation of more people in a smaller amount of space by replacing private amenities with communal ones.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  See NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development Office of Neighborhood Strategies, “New York’s Shared Housing Roadmap”, (October 2025) at 7, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/hpd/downloads/pdfs/services/shared-housing-roadmap.pdf ]  [5:  Id.] 

[bookmark: _Ref221201865]Shared housing historically constituted a vital and affordable part of New York City’s housing stock, serving a wide range of households and taking many forms, from single room occupancy (“SRO”) hotels to rooming houses and boarding houses.[footnoteRef:6] SROs provided affordable accommodations to a variety of New Yorkers, including immigrants, industrial workers, and young professionals.[footnoteRef:7] As New York’s population grew and its economy struggled during the Great Depression, landlords sought to accommodate increasing numbers of renters and SROs became increasingly common.[footnoteRef:8] Some scholars estimate that the number of SRO rooms rose to above 200,000 by the 1950s, around 10% of the City’s housing stock at the time.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  Id. at 4.]  [7:  “New York’s Shared Housing Roadmap” supra n.4 at 4.]  [8:  Brian J. Sullivan and Jonathan Burke, “Single-Room Occupancy in New York City” The City University of New York Law Review Vol. 17 Issue 1 (Winter 2013) at n.24, available at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1344&context=clr]  [9:  Id. at 120.] 

[bookmark: _Ref221201113]Over time, SROs became stigmatized by an association with poverty.[footnoteRef:10] These affordable units became less appealing and less profitable to owners.[footnoteRef:11] Arguably as a consequence of shifting values, New Yorkers in shared housing faced deteriorating conditions.[footnoteRef:12] Rather than attempting to improve shared housing, policymakers discouraged and ultimately prevented the construction of new shared housing buildings in 1955.[footnoteRef:13] Some historians argue that the City chose to promote the nuclear family with multi-bedroom apartments and homes rather than preserving affordable SRO units for adults living alone.[footnoteRef:14] In 1967, the City went further by mandating the reconversion of certain SROs.[footnoteRef:15] Many of the remaining units were pushed by market forces to voluntarily convert into higher-value luxury apartments.[footnoteRef:16] As of 2014, only an estimated 30,000 of New York’s SRO units remained.[footnoteRef:17]  [10:  Id. at 121.]  [11:  Id.]  [12:  “New York’s Shared Housing Roadmap” supra n.4 at 11.]  [13:  See Brian J. Sullivan and Jonathan Burke, supra n. 8 at n. 45, citing N.Y.C. Admin. Code §§ 27-2077, 27-2078]  [14:  “New York’s Shared Housing Roadmap” supra n.4 at 4.]  [15:  Anthony J. Blackburn, “Single Room Living in New York City” (1996) at 15, citing N.Y.C. Local Law 56 of 1967.]  [16:  See Brian J. Sullivan and Jonathan Burke, supra n. 8 at 123.]  [17:  Eric Stern and Jessica Yager. “21st Century SROs Can Small Housing Units Help Meet the Need for Affordable Housing in New York City?” at 6. NYU Furman Center, available at: https://furmancenter.org/files/Small_Units_in_NYC_Working_Paper_for_Posting_UPDATED.pdf ] 

As shared housing has become more scarce, single adult renters increasingly compete with couples, parents, and families for one-bedroom and multi-bedroom apartments. Many cannot afford to do so, especially in the absence of roomates.[footnoteRef:18] Some low-income renters resort to units that are—often unlawfully—subdivided to accommodate additional tenants.[footnoteRef:19] Some advocates and historians connect the decline of SRO housing to a rise in homelessness: one survey from 1980 indicated that around half of New Yorkers experiencing homelessness had once resided in an SRO.[footnoteRef:20] [18:  See Mihir Zaveri supra n. 3]  [19:  NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development Office of Neighborhood Strategies, supra n.4 ]  [20:  Brian J. Sullivan and Jonathan Burke supra n. 17 at 120.] 

In November 2024, the city enacted a comprehensive housing and zoning reform package, known as the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity.[footnoteRef:21] As part of this reform, the New York City Zoning Resolution was amended to remove certain density caps, by specifically removing the prohibition on “rooming units” and eliminating the dwelling unit factor in Manhattan Community Districts 1 through 8 and the Special Downtown Brooklyn District, while also reducing the dwelling unit factor to 680 in the rest of the city, therefore creating a pathway for the construction of new shared housing.[footnoteRef:22]   [21:  City of Yes for Housing Opportunity zoning amendment, available at: https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6888427&GUID=4B132BCA-7483-462C-8588-B6B921596C48&Options=&Search=%5D ]  [22:  Id.] 

B. Scaffolding and Sidewalk Sheds and Trees
[bookmark: _Ref220929192][bookmark: _Ref220929210]	Scaffolding is a temporary elevated platform, including its supporting structure, erected at a construction site to support workers and/or materials and to provide above ground access to a building’s exterior,[footnoteRef:23] while a sidewalk shed is a temporary structure built to protect people or property.[footnoteRef:24] In certain circumstances, scaffolding may be erected over a sidewalk shed to protect pedestrians from potential debris when construction work on higher floors occurs above the sidewalk.[footnoteRef:25] Property owners must install a sidewalk shed when constructing a building more than 40 feet high, demolishing a building more than 25 feet high, and when danger necessitates this type of protection (such as an “unsafe” building façade).[footnoteRef:26] Sidewalk sheds must be removed immediately once construction, demolition, or remediation work is complete.[footnoteRef:27] [23:  NYC Department of Buildings, Project Categories: Construction Equipment – Scaffold, available at: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/business/project-categories-scaffold.page.]  [24:  NYC Department of Buildings, Sidewalk Sheds, available at: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/safety/sidewalk-sheds.page.]  [25:  NYC Department of Buildings, supra note 23.]  [26:  NYC Department of Buildings, supra note 24.]  [27:  Id.] 

Trees are a valuable resource to the city, providing a connection with nature and much-needed shade in a warming city.[footnoteRef:28] However, planting trees on the sidewalks in New York requires skilled labor and long-term care.[footnoteRef:29] The Department of Parks and Recreation budget delegates tree planting to private contractors at an average rate of $3,110 per tree, as of the 2026 Fiscal Year.[footnoteRef:30] Advocates argue that scaffolding has been starving trees of needed light and water.[footnoteRef:31] [28:  See, e.g. Jane Margolies, “In the Fight Over N.Y.C. Sidewalks, Tree Beds Are the Smallest Frontier, The New York Times, (Mar. 13, 2024), available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/13/nyregion/tree-beds-new-york-city.html ]  [29:  Caroline Spivak, “It costs the city $3,300 to plant a tree. Here’s why”, Forest For All: NYC (Jul. 29, 2024), available at: https://forestforall.nyc/costs-city-plant-tree-why/ ]  [30:  Dept. of Parks and Recreation “Report on the Fiscal 2026 Executive Plan and the Fiscal 2026 Executive Capital Commitment Plan for the Department of Parks and Recreation”, available at: https://council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2025/05/Department-of-Parks-and-Recreation-1.pdf ]  [31:  Otto Fritton, “Activist Claims Scaffolding Slowly Killing Trees in Village”, Our Town, (Jul. 23, 2025), available at: https://www.otdowntown.com/news/activist-claims-scaffolding-slowly-killing-trees-in-village-DG4844353] 

C. Vacate Orders
	DOB issues a vacate order where there is a condition that is or may be imminently perilous, dangerous, or detrimental to life, public safety, or property.[footnoteRef:32] Such conditions include, but are not limited to: danger of structural failure; danger of façade failure; inadequate fire protection, detection, or suppression; inadequate egress; improper storage of hazardous, combustible, or toxic materials; or defective or unlawful gas work.[footnoteRef:33] A written vacate order must include the date by which the owner shall certify the correction of any violation giving rise to the vacate order.[footnoteRef:34] A vacate order is rescinded when the condition or conditions that gave rise to the issuance of the order are corrected and any civil penalties for violating the vacate order are paid.[footnoteRef:35]  [32:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 28-207.4.]  [33:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 28-207.4.1.]  [34:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 28-207.4.]  [35:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 28-207.4.4.] 

D. Housing Connect Accessibility and Re-Rentals
Despite a 2020 upgrade to Housing Connect 2.0, which was intended to streamline the affordable housing lottery process, users continue to experience trouble with a “long and information-intensive process,”[footnoteRef:36] an ineffective matching system, and re-rental vacancy problems.[footnoteRef:37] Housing Connect 2.0 has a severe imbalance between the number of applicants and the number of affordable units, with too many applicants applying for too few units; when combined with the randomized mechanics of the lottery process, applicants have disparate experiences with some successfully securing an apartment within months of their first applications while others have to apply several times and may not have success until several years after.[footnoteRef:38] This issue appears to be exacerbated for cheaper affordable lottery units.[footnoteRef:39] [36:  N.Y. Housing Conference, NYHC Analysis: Housing Connect Re-Rental Vacancy Problems  (Feb. 2025), available at:  https://thenyhc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Housing-Connect-Rerental-Exemption-Final.pdf.  ]  [37:  Id.  ]  [38:  J Satow, Better Than the Powerball, New York Times (2019), available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/11/realestate/better-than-the-powerball.html ]  [39:  A Choi, W Welch, and RH Smith, Affordable Housing Lottery Odds Worst for Those Who Can Afford the Least, The City (2022), available at: https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/06/28/affordable-housing-lottery-chances-worst-low-income/ ] 

Applying for housing can be a difficult process, especially for seniors, people with disabilities, and people with limited access to technology. To proceed with the Housing Lottery application, an applicant will need numerous documents, with the Housing Connect checklist indicating up to 36 different types of documents that may be required for submission.[footnoteRef:40] The universe of documents includes copies of an individual’s last six paystubs, 1040 tax forms from the last three years, and state taxes from the prior year.[footnoteRef:41] Compounding the issue, each individual lottery can have its own document requirements.[footnoteRef:42] As a result, many individuals may become disheartened or confused, and abandon the process altogether. To address user difficulties during the application process, HPD oversees an assistance hotline and the Housing Ambassador Program, partnering with community-based service providers throughout the city who assist applicants in preparing documents and applying for housing lotteries via Housing Connect; HPD currently partners with 63 such service providers.[footnoteRef:43]  [40:  NYC Housing Connect, After You Apply for Affordable Housing: Checklists and Resources (last accessed Apr. 17, 2025), available at: https://a806-housingconnect.nyc.gov/nyclottery/instructionPDFs/After_You_Apply_en.pdf. ]  [41:  Id.]  [42:  Celia Young, “6 Steps for Applying to NYC’s Affordable Housing Lottery”, Brick Underground (Oct. 23, 2023), available at: https://www.brickunderground.com/blog/2014/08/8020_affordable_housing_guide ]  [43:  NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development. Affordable Housing: Housing Ambassadors (last accessed: Feb. 2, 2026), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/hpd/services-and-information/housing-ambassadors.page ] 

Once units become vacant, they are typically allocated through mini lotteries, waiting list lotteries, or internal transfers. A Mini-Lottery is a non-advertised lottery process for filling vacant units. Housing Connect users can opt to be contacted for re-rental or resale units.[footnoteRef:44] When a unit becomes vacant, Housing Connect identifies a person to contact if the unit matches the applicant’s criteria and income. This is continuously done until the marketing agent finds a tenant to occupy the unit. As a result, this could lead to delays since the marketing agent is required to contact applicants who may no longer be interested in the rental or resale unit. Mini-Lotteries are required for units subject to HPD and HDC regulatory agreements, buildings that opted to use Housing Connect, and units subject to inclusionary housing and 421a regulations.[footnoteRef:45]  [44:  Id.]  [45:  Id.] 

Projects have the option to advertise units via a Waiting List lottery rather than a Mini-Lottery. This approach follows the same procedures as initial lotteries but is designed for continuous turnover. HPD or HDC recommends this approach for projects with four or more vacant units. Projects that are not obligated to use Housing Connect can maintain their own waiting lists; however, they must inform the HPD or HDC when these lists are depleted and obtain approval before initiating remarketing efforts.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  Id.] 

III. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 66
Int. No. 66 would permit the creation of shared housing rooming units in new class A multiple dwellings or buildings converted to class A multiple dwellings. A shared housing rooming unit would be a type of rooming unit located within a shared housing suite that consists of multiple rooming units and is separated from other rooms in the building. The bill would also establish design and operational requirements for these units by amending the New York City Housing Maintenance Code and Fire Code and creating a new Appendix T in the Building Code to establish requirements related to occupancy, cooking facilities, fire protection, means of egress, accessibility, and plumbing. 
This bill would take effect immediately. 
Int. No. 71
	Int. No. 71 would require the permit holder for a sidewalk shed or scaffolding that damages a tree outside of the property line within a public right-of-way to repair or replace such tree within 6 months. 
This bill would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 271
	Int. No. 608 would require the Fire Commissioner to provide notice of the closing of any building or structure that contains dwelling units lawfully used for residential purposes to HPD and DOB as soon as practicable. This bill would also require the Commissioner of DOHMH to notify HPD and DOB as soon as practicable when it issues a vacate order for a dwelling unit lawfully used for residential purposes and further notify HPD if after the amount of time specified in the vacate order, or 5 days since the building was vacated, whichever is longer, the conditions necessitating the vacate order have not been resolved. HPD would also be required to distribute materials to tenants whenever it is notified that a building has been issued a vacate order. 
	Where a dwelling has been vacated for a certain period of time, or a vacate order issued by DOHMH has not been resolved, HPD would be required to initiate a special proceeding against that building pursuant to section 770 of the New York State Real Property Actions and Proceedings Law. Building owners would also be required to make efforts to notify tenants of their right to re-occupy a dwelling after they vacated pursuant to a vacate order.
	This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
Int. No. 418
This bill would require HPD, in cooperation with other relevant agencies, to offer an in-person assistance program for Housing Connect applicants, available in certain public spaces with publicly accessible computers, including older adult centers operated by the Department for the Aging and recreation centers operated by the Department of Parks and Recreation. HPD would be required to conduct outreach to promote awareness of the program. 
This bill would take effect immediately.    
Int. No. 421
This bill would allow ancillary dwelling units in cellars of one- and two-family dwellings, created as part of new construction, to be utilized as a rental unit. This bill would make the rental of ancillary dwelling units in new buildings consistent with exemptions for ancillary dwelling units in cellars created in existing one- and two-family dwellings. 
This bill would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 427
This bill would require HPD to post on the housing portal any previously occupied affordable housing unit available for rent if such unit is required to be rented through Housing Connect. The bill would also require that only users who apply for occupancy of any such unit after the unit has been posted on Housing Connect be considered for occupancy of that unit. 
This bill would take effect 120 days after becoming law.


Int. No. 66

By Council Members Maloney, Epstein, and Louis

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, the New York city building code, and the New York city fire code, in relation to shared housing 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 27-2004 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new paragraphs 14-a, 15-a, and 15-b to read as follows:
14-a. The term “shared housing suite” means a set of rooms within a class A multiple dwelling, separated from other rooms in such dwelling, that (i) consists of at least two rooming units and bathroom facilities for the exclusive use of the occupants of such rooming units and (ii) was created pursuant to section 27-2079.1. 
15-a. The term “shared housing rooming unit” means a rooming unit in a shared housing suite. 
15-b. The term “shared housing dwelling” has the same meaning as set forth in Section T201.1.2 of appendix T of the New York city building code.
§ 2. Article 4 of subchapter 3 of chapter 2 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 27-2079.1 to read as follows:
§ 27-2079.1 Shared housing rooming units. a. Notwithstanding subdivision a of section 27-2077, on and after January 1, 2027, shared housing rooming units may be created within a new class A multiple dwelling or within an existing building converted to a class A multiple dwelling. 
b. Shared housing rooming units and shared housing suites are subject to the following:
1. Shared housing suites and shared housing rooming units shall comply with appendix T of the New York city building code;
2. Notwithstanding subdivision b of section 27-2076, a child under the age of 16 years may occupy a shared housing rooming unit;
3. A shared housing rooming unit shall not be occupied by more than two individuals, except that a child born to, adopted, or fostered by an occupant of a shared housing rooming unit is not considered an occupant of a shared housing rooming unit for purposes of this paragraph until one year after the birth, adoption, or fostering of such child; 
4. A shared housing rooming unit shall not be constructed in a frame multiple dwelling, as defined in subdivision 28 of section 4 of the multiple dwelling law; 
5. The department may establish rules that require the owner of a shared housing dwelling to clean and maintain shared housing suites so as to ensure proper cleanliness, and such rules may supersede or alter the requirements of section 27-2012;
6. Notwithstanding section 27-2051, a manager is not required to reside in a shared housing dwelling if the owner provides management services for the shared housing dwelling on a 24-hour basis in accordance with rules established by the department;
7. Notwithstanding paragraph (2) of subdivision a of section 27-2075, a shared housing rooming unit occupied by one individual shall have a minimum floor area of 100 square feet and a shared housing unit occupied by two individuals shall have a minimum floor area of 150 square feet;
8. A shared housing suite shall include kitchen facilities for the exclusive use of the occupants of the shared housing suite unless kitchen facilities for the use of such occupants are provided elsewhere in the shared housing dwelling;
9. No movable cooking apparatus or movable heating apparatus shall be used in a shared housing rooming unit, except that the department may adopt rules authorizing the use of a specified apparatus where the department, in consultation with the fire department, determines that such apparatus does not create a fire hazard; and
10. In accordance with subdivision f of section 26-3102, no short-term rental registration shall be issued for a shared housing rooming unit.
c. This section does not apply to rooming units created prior to January 1, 2027 or pursuant to section 27-2077.
§ 3. Section 28-101.4.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new exception 21 to read as follows:
21. Shared housing dwellings. Alteration of a building involving the creation or alteration of shared housing rooming units, as defined in paragraph 15-a of subdivision a of section 27-2004, shall be governed by appendix T of the New York city building code.
§ 4. The New York city building code is amended by adding a new appendix T to read as follows:
APPENDIX T
SHARED HOUSING PROGRAM

SECTION BC T101
GENERAL
T101.1 Scope. Except as modified by the express provisions of this appendix, shared housing dwellings shall be constructed in accordance with all applicable requirements in the New York City Construction Codes. Each shared housing rooming unit shall be considered as one dwelling unit except as otherwise stated in this appendix. On or after January 1, 2027, no room in any multiple dwelling shall be used as a shared housing rooming unit unless such room complies with this appendix and the New York City Construction Codes.
T101.1.1 Locations of shared housing rooming units within the building. Where one or more shared housing rooming units are provided on any floor, the residential portion of the entire floor of such building shall be designated as Group R-2 shared housing dwelling. Dwelling units that are not shared housing rooming units shall not be permitted on the same floor as a shared housing rooming unit.
T101.1.2 Existing buildings. Where permitted by Section 27-2079.1 of the New York City Housing Maintenance Code, the creation of shared housing rooming units in an existing building shall comply with all applicable provisions of this appendix and the following:
1.	A building or portion of a building converted or altered to a shared housing dwelling shall be subject to all provisions of the New York State Multiple Dwelling Law applicable to a Class A multiple dwelling erected on or after December 6, 1969. 
2.	A fire escape or exterior screened stairway, as defined in Section 268 of the New York State Labor Law, is not a means of egress for a shared housing dwelling.
3.	No building or portion of the building shall be altered or converted to a shared housing dwelling unless the number of exits and the capacity of existing means of egress comply with Chapter 10 and Section T304.
4.	No building shall be enlarged beyond that permitted under the applicable provisions of Chapter 5.
T101.2 Multiple dwelling classifications. Shared housing dwellings shall be classified as Hereafter Erected Class A Multiple Dwelling - Shared Housing (HAEA-SH).
T101.3 Certificate of occupancy. No shared housing rooming units shall be used for dwelling purposes without a certificate of occupancy issued by the commissioner in accordance with Section 28-118.6 of the New York City Administrative Code. In addition to the information required by Section 28-118.6 of the New York City Administrative Code, such certificate of occupancy shall also contain the following:
1.	The number of shared housing rooming units for the entire building and each floor.
2.	The following statement: “Shared housing rooming units are constructed in accordance with HMC 27-2079.1 and BC Appendix T, the occupancy of each shared housing rooming unit shall not exceed the limit set forth in HMC 27-2079.1.”
T101.4 Identification of shared housing rooming units and shared housing suites. All shared housing rooming units and shared housing suites shall be identified in accordance with Section 505.3 of the New York City Fire Code.
SECTION BC T201
DEFINITIONS
T201.1 Definitions. This section contains terms defined elsewhere in this code, and terms with definitions that are specific to this appendix.
T201.1.1 Terms defined elsewhere in this code. The following terms are defined in Chapter 2:
ACCESSIBLE.
ACCESSIBLE UNIT.
DWELLING.
DWELLING, MULTIPLE.
DWELLING UNIT.
DWELLING UNIT (ACCESSIBILITY).
EXIT.
HABITABLE SPACE.
TYPE B UNIT.
TYPE B+NYC UNIT.
T201.1.2 Definitions specific to this appendix. The following words and terms shall, for the purposes of this appendix, have the meanings shown herein:
DWELLING, SHARED HOUSING. A building or a portion of a building containing shared housing suites and spaces for shared housing accessory uses, as such term is defined in the New York City Zoning Resolution. 
ROOMING UNIT, SHARED HOUSING. Shall have the same meaning as such term is defined in paragraph 15-a of subdivision a of section 27-2004 of the New York City Housing Maintenance Code. 
SHARED HOUSING SUITE. Shall have the same meaning as such term is defined in paragraph 14-a of subdivision a of section 27-2004 of the New York City Housing Maintenance Code. 
SECTION BC T301
USE AND OCCUPANCY
T301.1 Occupancy classification. Shared housing dwellings shall be classified as Residential Group R-2 occupancy in accordance with Section 310.4. Accessory parking facilities shall be classified as low-hazard storage, Group S-2, in accordance with Section 311.3.
Exception: Common spaces classified in accordance with Section T301.2.
T301.2 Common spaces shared by all residential occupants. Interior or exterior space made for the exclusive use of all the residential occupants of the shared housing dwelling, constructed as occupiable spaces, such as fitness centers, pools, wellness services, sports courts, game rooms, outdoor spaces, child play spaces, or similar spaces, shall be classified in accordance with Section 303.1 and Section 1004.1.1.2.Where provided, commercial kitchens constructed in accordance with Section T301.5 shall be classified as low-hazard factory industrial, Group F-2, occupancy in accordance with Section 306.3.
T301.3 Minimum cooking facilities. Permanent cooking facilities shall be provided and maintained in accordance with Section 27-2070 of the New York City Housing Maintenance Code and this section and constructed in accordance with Section T301.4 and Section T301.5.
1.	A kitchen or kitchenette shall be provided for each three shared housing rooming units and for any remainder of less than three shared housing rooming units. 
2.	At least 50% of the required kitchens or kitchenettes shall be located on the same floor containing shared housing rooming units, and the remaining kitchens or kitchenettes may be located no more than one story above or below. The path of travel from the shared housing rooming units to such facilities shall not exceed the distance of 300 feet (91 440 mm). 
3. Domestic cooking appliances in shared housing dwellings shall not be installed or used outside of a kitchen or kitchenette.
T301.4 Kitchen or kitchenette in a shared housing suite. Only domestic kitchens or kitchenettes may be provided in a shared housing suite. Such domestic kitchens or kitchenettes shall comply with all of the following:
1.	Only the following domestic cooking appliances shall be permitted: ovens, cooktops, ranges, microwaves, and electrical countertop appliances.
2.	Kitchens or kitchenettes with more than two cooktops shall be enclosed with 1 hour fire-partition in accordance with Section 708 and shall be sprinklered in accordance with Section 903.
3.	Cooktops and ranges shall be provided with a domestic cooking hood installed and constructed in accordance with Section 505 of the New York City Mechanical Code.
4.	Cooktops, ranges, and ovens shall not be installed or used in a shared housing rooming unit.
5.	No toilet room or bathroom shall open to such kitchen or kitchenette. 
T301.5 Kitchens outside of shared housing suites. Kitchens and kitchenettes provided outside of all shared housing suites and within the common space constructed in accordance with Section T301.2 shall comply with one of the following:
1.	Commercial kitchens complying with all of the following:
1.1.	Such kitchen is classified as Group F-2 occupancy in accordance with Section 306.3;
1.2.	Such kitchen does not exceed 250 square feet in net floor area;
1.3.	No toilet room or bathroom directly opens into such kitchen;
1.4.	Such kitchen complies with all commercial kitchen requirements in this code; or
2.	Domestic kitchens or kitchenettes complying with all of the following:
2.1.	Only the following domestic cooking appliances shall be permitted: ovens, cooktops, ranges, microwaves, and electrical countertop appliances;
2.2.	The appliances shall not include open top broilers or fryers;
2.3.	Each appliance shall have electric or gas connections and nameplate ratings not to exceed 10kW for electric appliances or 75,000 Btu/h for gas appliances. Branch gas connections shall not be larger than ¾ inch (19.1 mm) pipe;
2.4.	Kitchens with more than two cooktops shall be enclosed with 1 hour fire-partition in accordance with Section 708 and shall be sprinklered in accordance with Section 903;
2.5.	Cooktops and ranges shall be provided with a domestic cooking hood installed and constructed in accordance with Section 505 of the New York City Mechanical Code;
2.6.	Cooktops and ranges shall be protected with same requirements of an I-2 occupancy in accordance with Section 904.13, 904.13.1 and 904.13.2; and
2.7.	No toilet room or bathroom directly opens into such kitchen or kitchenette.
SECTION BC T302
FIRE AND SMOKE PROTECTION FEATURES
T302.1 General. A shared housing dwelling shall comply with Chapter 7, except as set forth in Section T302.2 and T302.3. 
T302.2 Vertical opening within individual shared housing suites. Notwithstanding Section 712.1.2, unconcealed vertical openings totally within a shared housing suite, connecting two stories or less, shall be permitted.
T302.3 Separation of different tenancies. For the purpose of applying Section 510.10, each shared housing rooming unit and each shared housing suite shall be deemed to be dwelling units occupied by different tenants.
SECTION BC T303
FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS
T303.1 General. A shared housing dwelling shall comply with Chapter 9, except as set forth in Section T303.2 through T303.4. 
T303.2 Sprinkler system. All shared housing dwellings shall be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903. 
T303.3 Fire alarm and detection systems. Group R-2 shared housing dwellings shall be equipped with fire alarm and detection systems in accordance with Section 907.2.8, including all requirements contained in Section 907.2.8.4. Section 907.2.9 shall not be applicable to shared housing dwellings. 
T303.4 Carbon monoxide detection. Group R-2 shared housing dwellings shall be provided with listed carbon monoxide alarm or detectors in accordance with Item 1 of Section 915.1.1. 
T303.5 Interconnection of alarms and detection systems. All fire and carbon monoxide alarms and detection systems within the same shared housing suite shall be interconnected in such a manner that the activation of one alarm or detector will activate all of the alarms or detectors located within such suite.
SECTION BC T304
MEANS OF EGRESS
T304.1 General. A shared housing dwelling shall comply with Chapter 10, except as set forth in Sections T304.2 through T304.10.
T304.2 Occupant load factor. Notwithstanding the occupant load factor for residential units and space in Table 1004.1.3, the maximum floor allowances per occupant of a shared housing dwelling shall be computed at the rate of one occupant per unit of area in accordance with Table T304.2:
TABLE T304.2
MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA ALLOWANCES PER OCCUPANT OF SHARED HOUSING DWELLING
	FUNCTION OF SPACE
	OCCUPANT LOAD FACTOR a

	Residential
	

	Within shared housing rooming units
	50 net

	Within shared housing suites but outside all the shared housing rooming units
	30 net

	Outdoor accessory common area, including yards, courts, rooftops and terraces or similar
	200 gross b,c,d

	Indoor accessory common area shared by all residents of the shared housing dwelling (concentrated) e
	15 net

	Indoor accessory common area shared by all residents of the shared housing dwelling (unconcentrated) e
	50 net


For SI: 1 square foot = 0.0929 m2, 1 foot = 304.8 mm.
a. Floor area in square feet per occupant.
b. For the purposes of occupant load calculation, permanent fixtures and amenities such as shrubs, decorative pools, non-walkable paving surfaces, etc. may be deducted from the total floor area.
c. A rooftop or terrace in Group R-2 occupancies that is provided for the incidental, recreational use by the residential tenants residing in the same residential building.
d. Where the maximum occupant load of the rooftop or terrace exceeds 74 persons based on occupant load calculations, a Place of Assembly Certificate of Operation is required pursuant to Section 28-117.1 of the Administrative Code and Item 1 of Section 303.7 of this code.
e. To be used only when the occupant load for the function of the space is not listed elsewhere in Table 1004.1.3.
T304.3 Number of exits. Each shared housing rooming unit shall be provided with exit access to a minimum of two independent exits. Such exits shall be located in accordance with Section 1007.
T304.4 Exit access. Each habitable room shall be provided with access to each required means of egress without passing through any sleeping rooms, toilet rooms or bathrooms. Where such access to a required means of egress is provided through a room, such access to such room shall be through a clear opening at least 30 inches (762 mm) wide extending from floor to ceiling and such opening shall not be equipped with any door or door frame, or with any device by means of which the opening may be closed, concealed or obstructed.
T304.5 Intervening public hall. Notwithstanding Section 1016.3, shared housing dwellings shall comply with the following requirements:
1.	In all shared housing dwellings, the door of each shared housing rooming unit and each shared housing suite shall open into an intervening public hall constructed as a public corridor in accordance with Section 1020. Opening protectives in accordance with Exception 3 of Section 707.6 shall not be permitted.
2.	In high-rise buildings subject to Section 403, such intervening public hall shall provide access to at least two exits.
Exception: In buildings not subject to Section 403, no intervening public hall shall be required where the doors opening to the shared housing rooming units are smoke and draft controlled doors complying with UL 1784 without artificial bottom seals, in accordance with Sections 716.5 and 716.5.7.3. 
T304.6 Exit access stairways. Exception 3 of Section 1019.3 shall not be applicable to shared housing dwellings. Unenclosed access stairways shall be permitted in accordance with Section T302.2.
T304.7 Exit signs. The door of each shared housing suite shall be provided with an exit sign in accordance with Section 1013. 
T304.8 Exit stairway access to roof. Regardless of the height of the shared housing dwelling, at least one exit stairway shall extend to the roof surface through a stairway bulkhead complying with Section 1011.12.
T304.9 Doors within a shared housing suite. The door entering a shared housing rooming unit and shared housing suite shall be provided in accordance with Section 1010 as a Group R-2 dwelling unit.
Exception: A chain guard shall not be installed on the door entering a shared housing suite.
T304.10 Intercommunication system. In a building where the total number of shared housing rooming units and other dwelling units equals or exceeds eight, an intercommunication system shall be provided in accordance with Section 1010.4.4.
SECTION BC T305
ACCESSIBILITY
T305.1 General. In addition to the other requirements of Chapter 11, shared housing dwellings shall be provided with accessible features in accordance with Sections T305.2 through T305.6.
T305.2 Design. Shared housing rooming units which are required to be Accessible units or Type B+NYC units shall comply with this code, Sections T305.2 through T305.5 and the applicable provisions of Chapter 10 of ICC A117.1. Shared housing suites containing shared housing rooming units that are Type B+NYC units shall further comply with Section 1004 (Type B Units) of ICC A117.1, including any modifications made by Sections 1107.2.1 through 1107.2.8. Units required to be Type B+NYC units are permitted to be designed and constructed as Accessible units.
T305.2.1 Accessible spaces. Common rooms and spaces available for use by residents and serving Accessible units or Type B+NYC units shall be accessible in accordance with Section 1107.3.
T305.2.2 Accessible route. Accessible route serving Accessible units or Type B+NYC units shall be provided in accordance with Section 1107.4.
T305.3 Accessible units scope. The number of accessible shared housing rooming units shall be provided in accordance with Section 1107.6.1.1. Only one shared housing rooming unit in each shared housing suite shall be permitted to count toward the number of required Accessible units. Accessible units shall be distributed throughout the floors and locations on the floor of the shared housing dwelling. 
Exception: Where the number of required Accessible shared housing rooming units exceeds the number of shared housing suites combined, the remaining accessible shared housing rooming units shall be distributed throughout the floors and locations on the floor of the shared housing dwelling.
T305.4 Type B+NYC units scope. In buildings containing four or more dwelling units or sleeping units, shared housing rooming units included, shared housing rooming units not required to be an Accessible unit shall be a Type B+NYC units unless the number of Type B+NYC units is permitted to be reduced in accordance with Section T305.5. 
T305.5 General exceptions for Type B+NYC units. Where specifically permitted by this section, the required number of Type B+NYC units is permitted to be reduced in accordance with Sections T305.5.1 through T305.5.2.
T305.5.1 Buildings or structures without elevator service where Type B+NYC units are required. In buildings or structures where no elevator service is provided or required by other sections of this code, only the shared housing rooming units that are located on stories indicated in Section T305.5.1.1 are required to be Type B+NYC units.
T305.5.1.1 One story with Type B+NYC units required. At least one story containing shared housing rooming units shall be provided with an accessible entrance and accessible route from the exterior of the structure and all units intended to be used as a residence on that story shall be Type B+NYC units.
T305.5.1.2 Other stories with Type B+NYC units required. If other stories containing shared housing rooming units are served by a building entrance that is in proximity to arrival points as indicated in Items 1 and 2, such building entrance shall be accessible and all shared housing rooming units served by that entrance on that story shall be Type B+NYC units. 
1.	Where the slopes of the undisturbed site measured between the planned entrance and all vehicular or pedestrian arrival points within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of the planned entrance are 10 percent or less, and 
2.	Where the slopes of the planned finished grade measured between the entrance and all vehicular or pedestrian arrival points within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of the planned entrance are 10 percent or less. 
Where no such arrival points are within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of the entrance, the closest arrival point shall be used unless that arrival point serves the story required by Section T305.1.1.
T305.5.2 Elevator service to the lowest story with Type B+NYC units. Where elevator service in the building is provided for the sole purpose of complying with the provisions of Section T305.5.1.1 to serve as an accessible route only to the lowest story containing shared housing rooming units intended to be used as a residence, only the units intended to be used as a residence on the lowest story served by the elevator are required to be Type B+NYC units.
T305.6 Existing buildings with existing elevators. Where elevators are provided in an existing building that is otherwise not required to provide elevators by this code, such existing elevators shall remain and shall comply with the following: 
1.	Existing passenger elevator complying with inside dimensions in accordance with Section 407.4.1 (Inside Dimensions) of ICC A117.1 shall not be eliminated or reduced in size. 
2.	Where existing freight elevator is the only elevator of the building, such elevator shall be converted to a passenger elevator in accordance with Section 407 (Elevators) of ICC A117.1. Such passenger elevator installed in the existing shaft shall be installed in accordance with Section 3001.11.
Exception: Where existing non-residential building is converted to a shared housing dwelling, existing passenger or freight elevators completely within an individual non-residential tenant space, and such building was used by more than one non-residential tenant prior to such conversion.
SECTION BC T306
INTERIOR ENVIRONMENT
T306.1 General. Chapter 12 shall apply to shared housing dwelling, except as provided by Sections T306.1 through T306.4.
T306.2 Interior space dimensions. Sections 1208.3.2, 1208.3.2.1, and 1208.3.2.2 shall not be applicable to shared housing dwellings. Shared housing rooming units shall comply with the minimum floor area requirement set forth in section 27-2079.1 of the New York City Housing Maintenance Code.
T306.3 Toilet and bathroom requirements. Exception 1 of Section 1210.2.2 shall not be applicable to walls and partitions in the toilet and bathrooms in shared housing dwellings.
T306.4 Habitable space. A room or space in a shared housing dwelling that is not a public part of the building shall be deemed a habitable space.
Exception: Rooms or spaces excluded from the definition of habitable space in Section 202.
SECTION BC T401
PLUMBING 
T401.1 General. Shared housing dwellings shall comply with the New York City Plumbing Code as modified by Sections T401.2 through T401.4. 
T401.2 Fixtures, faucets, and fixture fittings. Shared housing dwelling shall provide materials, design, and installation of plumbing fixtures, faucets, and fixture fittings in accordance with Chapter 4 of the New York City Plumbing Code as modified by Sections T401.2.1 through T401.2.5.
T401.2.1 Minimum plumbing facilities. The minimum number of fixtures required for Group R-2 occupancy in Table 403.1 of the New York City Plumbing Code shall not apply to shared housing dwellings. There shall be at least one water closet, lavatory, and bath or shower for each three shared housing rooming units therein, and for any remainder of less than three shared housing rooming units, at least one water closet, one lavatory, and one bath or shower shall be located on any floor containing a shared housing rooming unit.
T401.2.1.1 Access to shared sanitary facilities. There shall be access to each required water closet and bathroom without passing through any shared housing rooming units, except that any water closet, lavatory, or bathroom which connects directly with any shared housing rooming unit shall be deemed to be available only to the occupants of such rooming unit and shall not be included in the computations for the required number of plumbing facilities in accordance with Section T401.2.1.
T401.2.1.2 Location of plumbing facilities. At least 50% of the water closets, lavatories, and bathtub or showers required by Section T401.2.1 shall be located in the shared housing suite containing shared housing rooming units. The remaining plumbing facilities may be located no more than one story above or below, and the path of travel from the shared housing rooming units to such facilities shall not exceed the distance of 300 feet. Where a shared housing suite is on more than one floor, occupants of shared housing rooming units within such suite shall have access to plumbing facilities on the same floor as such units.
T401.2.2 Minimum plumbing facilities in common spaces. In addition to the plumbing facilities required in accordance with Section T401.2.1, common spaces constructed in accordance with Section T301.2 shall be provided with plumbing fixtures in accordance with Table 403.1 of the New York City Plumbing Code for assembly occupancies. Such plumbing facilities shall directly open to such common spaces.
T401.2.3 Laundry facilities. When the number of occupants of a multiple dwelling containing shared housing rooming units is 11 or more, at least 1 automatic clothes washer and dryer for the exclusive use for the residential occupants of the multiple dwelling, shall be provided for every 20 shared housing rooming units, and fractional numbers shall be rounded up to the next whole number. 
T401.2.4 Floor drain. Where the total number of plumbing facilities in the bathroom or toilet room exceeds 6, at least one floor drain shall be provided in accordance with Section 412 of the New York City Plumbing Code.
T401.2.5 Separate facilities. Exception 1 of Section 403.2 of the New York City Plumbing Code shall not be applicable to shared housing dwellings. Separate facilities shall be provided for each sex in a shared housing dwelling. 
Exception: Single-occupant toilet room or bathroom constructed in accordance with Section 403.2.2 of the New York City Plumbing Code.
T401.3 Food waste disposal units. Notwithstanding Section 413.1 of the New York City Plumbing Code, food waste disposers shall not be permitted within shared housing dwellings. 
T401.4 Emergency drinking water access. A shared housing dwelling shall provide fixtures in accordance with Section 614 of the New York City Plumbing Code for emergency drinking water access.
§ 5. Section FC 202 of New York city fire code is amended by adding new definitions of “shared housing dwelling,” “shared housing rooming unit,” and “shared housing suite” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
DWELLING, SHARED HOUSING. A shared housing dwelling, as defined in Appendix T of the Building Code. 
ROOMING UNIT, SHARED HOUSING. A shared housing rooming unit, as defined in paragraph 15-a of subdivision a of Section 27-2004 of the New York City Administrative Code. 
SHARED HOUSING SUITE. A shared housing suite, as defined in paragraph 14-a of subdivision a of Section 27-2004 of the New York City Administrative Code.
§ 6. Section 406.2.4 of the New York city fire code, as amended by local law number 47 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows: 
406.2.4 Fire and emergency preparedness plan (Level 2) and fire and emergency preparedness staff. [A] Except as otherwise provided in FC 406.2.5, a fire and emergency preparedness plan in accordance with FC401.5 shall be prepared for Group R-2 high-rise megastructure buildings and occupancies, in addition to compliance with the requirements of FC401.6. There shall be present during regular business hours one or more members of the FEP staff required pursuant to FC401.5.5 who hold a certificate of fitness for emergency announcements and other fire safety duties. 
§ 7. Section FC 406 of the New York city fire code is amended by adding a new section 406.2.5 to read as follows: 
406.2.5 Comprehensive fire safety/emergency action plan (Level 1) and fire and emergency preparedness staff. A comprehensive fire safety/emergency preparedness plan in accordance with FC 401.4 shall be prepared for Group R-2 shared housing dwellings in high-rise buildings and occupancies with a fire alarm system that is programmed for staged evacuation. 
§ 8. Sections 505.3, 505.3.1, and 505.3.2 of the New York city fire code, as amended by local law number 47 for the year 2022, are amended to read as follows: 
505.3 Identification of apartment and guest rooms. The location of, and entrance to, each dwelling unit (guest room or sleeping room) in a Group R-1 building or occupancy, and each dwelling unit, shared housing rooming unit, and shared housing suite in a Group R-2 building or occupancy, shall be identified in accordance with this section and the rules to assist emergency response personnel responding to fires, medical emergencies and other emergencies at the premises. 
505.3.1 Apartment and guest room numbers. Each dwelling unit, shared housing rooming unit, and shared housing suite shall be identified on the public corridor side of the door by a room number and/or letter marking or sign conspicuously and durably printed or posted on or adjacent to at least one entrance door. 
505.3.2 Public entry and corridor signage. In a Group R-1 or R-2 building or occupancy with more than eight dwelling units on a floor, a sign shall be conspicuously posted in the elevator lobby or other public entry on each floor, and in the public corridor opposite each stairwell entrance, identifying by directional arrows and dwelling unit numbers and/or letters, the direction to each dwelling unit. Such signage need not be provided in the public entry or opposite any stairwell entrance in any building or on any floor where the entrances to dwelling units are located in a single direction from such entry or stairwell entrance. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the department may establish by rule standards, procedures, and requirements for signage in Group R-2 shared housing dwellings. 
§ 9. Section 505.4.2 of the New York city fire code, as amended by local law number 47 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows: 
505.4.2 Apartment and sleeping rooms. Except as otherwise provided in FC505.4.1 and this section, and except in buildings protected throughout by a sprinkler system, in a Group R-1 or R-2 building or occupancy with more than eight dwelling units on a floor, each dwelling unit shall be identified on the door jamb on the public corridor side of the door by an approved fire emergency marking, not more than 12 inches (305 mm) from the bottom of the door, indicating the dwelling unit number and/or letter. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the department may establish by rule standards, procedures, and requirements for fire emergency markings in Group R-2 shared housing dwellings. 
§ 10. The provisions of this local law shall not be construed to prohibit the lawful construction or use of rooming units in class A multiple dwellings pursuant to section 27-2077 of the administrative code of the city of New York or any other law. 
§ 11. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 71

By Council Members P. Sanchez, Abreu, and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to requiring permit holders responsible for sidewalk sheds or scaffolding to repair or replace certain damaged city-owned trees
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Section 3309.11 of the New York city building code, as amended by local law 126 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
§ 3309.11 Protection and replacement of trees. No trees outside the property line within the public right-of-way shall be disturbed or removed without the permission of the commissioner of the department of parks and recreation. Protection meeting the requirements of the department of parks and recreation shall be provided for all such trees, and written notification shall also be made to the department of parks and recreation at least 48 hours prior to commencement of such work. Any tree outside the property line within the public right-of-way that is damaged as a result of a sidewalk shed or scaffolding shall be repaired or replaced within six months by the permit holder responsible for the sidewalk shed or scaffolding. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 271

By Council Members Krishnan, Avilés, Restler, Brewer, Gutiérrez, and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of housing preservation and development to increase tenant relocation services in the event of a vacate order
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:





1


2

Section 1. Subdivision f of section 15-227 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law 23 of 1990, is amended to read as follows:
f. The commissioner shall give written notice of the closing of any building or structure or part thereof pursuant to this section, and any subsequent actions taken with respect thereto, as soon as practicable, to (i) the borough president of the borough within which the closing has occurred; (ii) the council member representing the district within which the closing has occurred; and (iii) the local community board. Where a vacate order has been issued for a dwelling unit or other space lawfully used for residential purposes, the commissioner shall give notice as soon as practicable to the commissioner of housing preservation and development and the commissioner of buildings. On January first of each year, the commissioner shall submit a report to the council, setting forth the number of closings made in the previous year, the locations of such closings, and the nature and use of the premises closed. The commissioner shall, in addition, as soon as practicable after a building, structure or part thereof has been closed, make and publish a report of said closing in a manner calculated to quickly notify the local community in which such closing occurred. The commissioner shall also make and publish a report of any premises reopened pursuant to his or her permission under this section. Failure to comply with this subdivision shall not invalidate any action taken by the commissioner pursuant to this section.
§ 2. Section 17-159 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
§ 17-159. Infected and uninhabitable houses; vacation orders.
a. Whenever it shall be certified to the department by an officer or inspector of the department that any building or any part thereof in the city is infected with communicable disease, or by reason of want of repair has become dangerous to life or is unfit for human habitation because of defects in drainage, plumbing, ventilation, or the construction of the same, or because of the existence of a nuisance on the premises which is likely to cause sickness among its occupants, the department may issue an order requiring all persons therein to vacate such building or part thereof for the reasons to be stated therein. The department shall cause such order to be affixed conspicuously in such building or part thereof and to be personally served on the owner, lessee, agent, occupant, or any person having the charge or care thereof. If the owner, lessee or agent can not be found in the city or does not reside therein, or evades or resists service, then such order may be served by depositing a copy thereof in the post-office in the city, properly enclosed and addressed to such owner, lessee or agent, at his or her last known place of business and residence, and prepaying the postage thereon; such building or part thereof within ten days after such order shall have been so posted and mailed, or within such shorter time, not less than twenty-four hours, as in such order may be specified, shall be vacated[, but the department whenever it shall become satisfied that the danger from such building or part thereof has ceased to exist, or that such building has been repaired so as to be habitable, may revoke such order]. 
b. Where the department has issued a vacate order for a dwelling unit or other space lawfully used for residential purposes, the department shall give notice as soon as practicable to the commissioner of housing preservation and development and the commissioner of buildings.
c. If, after the amount of time specified in the vacate order or 5 days have elapsed since the building or part thereof was vacated pursuant to subdivision a of this section, whichever is longer, the department finds that the conditions necessitating the vacate order have not been resolved, the department shall notify the commissioner of housing preservation and development.
§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 26-301 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision f to read as follows:
(f) To ensure that representatives of the agency are dispatched to the site of the vacated building upon either the issuance of a vacate order or the receipt of notification that another agency has issued a vacate order. Such representatives shall provide materials to any displaced tenants informing them of their eligibility for relocation assistance in their preferred language, or, if necessary, through translation services. Such representatives shall also ensure that displaced tenants have access to the vacated unit and any personal effects therein provided that the commissioner or other city official has determined that the unit is safe for entry. 
§ 4. Subdivision c of section 27-2140 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 3 to read as follows:
3. Where a dwelling or part thereof has been vacated for the amount of time specified in the order pursuant to paragraph 1 and more than 5 additional days have elapsed, or the department has received notification that a vacate order has not been resolved pursuant to section 17-159, and any such order has not been revoked or extended, the department shall initiate a special proceeding pursuant to subdivision 1 of section 770 of the real property actions and proceedings law. 
§ 5. Subdivision d of section 27-2142 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
d. [The department may require as a condition for revocation of a vacate order, that] Where applicable, the owner shall make reasonable [effort] efforts to notify any tenants who may have vacated the dwelling pursuant to [such] an order to vacate that said tenant has a right to re-occupy the dwelling.
§ 6.  This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 418

By Council Members P. Sanchez, Louis, Feliz, Hudson, Gutiérrez, Farías, Narcisse, Nurse, Krishnan, Cabán, Schulman, Restler, Hanif and Brooks-Powers

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of housing preservation and development to create an in-person housing portal assistance program 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1

Section 1. Chapter 18 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 26-1804 to read as follows:
§ 26-1804 Housing portal assistance program. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Community center. The term “community center” means a facility operated by a community-based organization through an agreement with the department of parks and recreation. 
Community district. The term “community district” means a community district established pursuant to chapter 69 of the charter. 
Designated citywide languages. The term “designated citywide languages” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision a of section 23-1101. 
Program. The term “program” means the housing portal assistance program established by this section. 
Recreation center. The term “recreation center” means a facility operated by the city of New York, or by an entity that has contracted with the department of parks and recreation, that provides community access to recreational services.
Older adult center. The term “older adult center” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision a of section 21-210.
b. No later than June 1, 2025, the department shall, in cooperation with other relevant agencies including but not limited to the department for the aging and the department of parks and recreation, create an in-person program to assist applicants with using the housing portal to apply for affordable units, including by helping such applicants prepare any necessary application materials. The program shall be administered in public spaces with public access to computers, such as older adult centers, recreation centers, libraries, and community centers. Such program shall be offered on a weekly basis in at least one location per community district, and shall be administered by a department employee or volunteer to provide individualized support to applicants, including but not limited to providing information on developments, assembling applications, scanning and uploading documents, replying to developers and requesting appeals of denied applications. The program shall be available free of charge, and no person who is at least 18 years of age shall be required to purchase a membership or meet any other age requirement in order to attend the program at an older adult center or recreation center.
c. The department shall conduct ongoing outreach and education to promote awareness of the program. Any materials published for the purposes of outreach shall be published in English and each of the designated citywide languages.
§ 2.  This local law takes effect immediately. 
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Int. No. 421
By Council Members P. Sanchez and Louis
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing the occupancy of cellars in certain one- and two-family dwellings
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:



2

Section 1.  Subdivision a of section 27-2087 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows: 
a. Cellar occupancy: 
1. No room in the cellar of a one- or two-family dwelling shall be rented and no member of the family or families occupying the dwelling shall use such room for sleeping, eating or cooking purposes, except that a secondary kitchen for accessory cooking may be located in the cellar.
2. Paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall not apply to the rental and use of an ancillary dwelling unit, as defined in section U102.1 of the New York city building code, that is located in a cellar and for which a certificate of occupancy or temporary certificate of occupancy has been issued.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 427

By Council Members P. Sanchez, Louis, Feliz, Hudson, Gutiérrez, Farías, Narcisse, Nurse, Krishnan, Cabán, Schulman, Restler, Hanif and Brooks-Powers

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to how affordable housing units which subsequently became vacant are rented through the housing portal 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph 2 of subdivision a of section 26-1802 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 81 for the year 2020, is amended to read as follows:
	(i) Indicate in such website whether such user is interested in being considered for an affordable unit that subsequently becomes vacant, provided that [consideration of users for such units may be carried out in a manner determined by the department, users shall only be considered for such units that] users shall receive notifications pursuant to subparagraph (g) of this paragraph when such units satisfy their indicated preferences and such website may require users at regular intervals to review and update their relevant profile information.
§ 2. Section 26-1802 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d-1 between subdivisions d and e to read as follows:
d-1. The department shall list on the housing portal the limited unit information and offered unit information for each affordable unit which has subsequently become vacant and which the department requires to be offered exclusively through the housing portal. The department shall allow users to apply for occupancy of each such unit. Only users who have applied for occupancy of such a unit after the unit was listed on the housing portal shall be considered for occupancy of that unit.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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