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Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· Int. 0217-2024
Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to prohibiting places or providers of public accommodation from using biometric recognition technology and protecting any biometric identifier information collected
Submitted by:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Justification
Recently, New York City has witnessed a rise in businesses utilizing biometric recognition to monitor, track, or verify customers. These technologies are often deployed without clear notice or meaningful consent, raising serious concerns about privacy, data security, and potential misuse or discrimination. Biometric data is uniquely personal and cannot be changed once compromised, the expansion of these practices poses significant risks to New Yorkers’ civil liberties.
This bill would make it unlawful for any place or provider of public accommodation to use biometric recognition technology to verify or identify a customer. It would also require providers to notify customers if biometric information is collected and obtain written consent before use, while ensuring collected data is protected and written policies are publicly available. This bill additionally creates a private right of action for violations
This is a matter of basic privacy. People have a right to access essential places like grocery stores without having their personal biometric information—like the shape of their face and the way that they walk—collected, used, or sold for targeted advertising or other purposes. This legislation is critical to ensure personal data is not used without consent or knowledge and to require transparency from businesses so New Yorkers’ rights are protected. For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.


