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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

James Caras, Acting Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 256-A


Committee:
Transportation 

	Title: A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to the administrative tribunal of the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

	Sponsors:
Council Members Martinez, Jackson, Palma and Seabrook


	Summary of Legislation: This legislation would amend the New York City Charter (the “Charter”) to authorize the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“the Commission”) to establish an administrative tribunal. Specifically, the legislation would amend Subdivision (a) of Section 2303 of the Charter to create an administrative tribunal to adjudicate charges of violations of the Administrative Code and rules promulgated by the Commission, except as otherwise provided in this legislation. The administrative tribunal shall be governed by the Citywide Administrative Procedure Act.  The legislation would amend Subdivision (c) of Section 2303 of the Charter to give the Commission power to enforce the tribunal’s decisions and orders imposing civil penalties, not to exceed ten thousand dollars for each respondent, for violations relating to unlicensed vehicles for hire and unlicensed drivers of vehicles for hire.  The legislation would amend Subdivision (a) of Section 19-506 of Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code allowing the Commission to impose reasonable fines and suspend or revoke any license issued by the Commission for violations relating to the provisions of this local law after adjudication of such violation by the administrative tribunal. The legislation would add a new Section 19-506.1 to the Administrative Code to require that if the Commission is unable to produce a witness who is relevant and credible to the charges made in the notice of violation, then the Commission shall make reasonable efforts to make such witness available via teleconference or videoconference.   This section would also require that hearings that seek the revocation of a commission issued license as a penalty for a rule violation that does not require such revocation be conducted before the Office of Administrative Trials, and subject to the procedures of the tribunal.  Also, if a respondent timely files to appeal a decision of the administrative tribunal, any fines imposed by the administrative tribunal be stayed until a decision is made in such appeal, provided that the commission is not required to refund any fines paid before the respondent made his or her appeal unless such appeal is successful.  Additionally, for the purposes of appealing a decision, a respondent’s request for a copy of the hearing recording shall be met within thirty days after receipt of a written request from such respondent by the Commission.  If the Commission cannot produce the recording within the thirty day period, the determination being appealed shall be dismissed without prejudice. Lastly, the legislation would amend Subdivision (a) of Section 19-512.1 of Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code to allow the Commission, for good cause shown relating to a direct and substantial threat to the public health or safety, to suspend a taxicab or for-hire vehicle license prior to giving notice and an opportunity for a hearing. 


	Effective Date: This legislation would take effect one hundred twenty days after it is enacted into law. 



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2010.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY09
FY Succeeding

Effective FY10
Full Fiscal

Impact FY10
Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

($301,144)
($361,373)
($361,373)
Net

($301,144)
($361,373)
($361,373)


	Impact on Revenues:  There would be minimal impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. 



	Impact on Expenditures:  It is estimated that the total annual costs for the implementation of this legislation would be approximately $361,373, which includes funding for at least eight administrative law judges and three data entry positions. However, because of the effective date of this legislation, the estimated costs would be approximately $301,144 in Fiscal 2009.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:     City Council Finance Division

                                                    NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission

                                                  

	Estimate Prepared By           Latonia McKinney, Assistant Director

                                                   Chima Obichere, Legislative Financial Analyst



	History:

            Int. 256 was introduced by the Council and referred to the Committee on Transportation   

                                                   on April 5, 2006.  The Committee held a hearing on October 25, 2007, and Int. 256 was   


                         amended to Int. 256-A and laid over.  Int. 256-A will be considered by the Committee on



            Transportation on April 16, 2008. 


	Date Submitted to Council:   April 5, 2006 
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