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          1  COMMITTEE ON VETERANS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: We're going

          3  to start the hearing of the Committee on Veterans.

          4                 First and foremost, my name is

          5  Council Member Hiram Monserrate. I have the

          6  privilege of Chairing the Veterans Committee, and

          7  today's hearing has been convened for the purposes

          8  of considering proposed Intro. 232-A and Intro. 233.

          9  There were a number of previous hearings held on

         10  both these bills.

         11                 Proposed Intro. 232 would require the

         12  New York City Department of Finance to mail to

         13  owners of all Class 1 and Class 2 residential

         14  properties held in the condominium form of ownership

         15  an annual notice informing them of the availability

         16  of residential real property tax exemptions for

         17  senior citizens, persons with disabilities,

         18  veterans, Gold Star parents, school tax relief.

         19                 Proposed Intro. 232-A would also

         20  require that exemption notices include a description

         21  of each exemption program, as well as contact

         22  information for the Department of Finance and a

         23  website address where taxpayers can obtain

         24  additional information and all necessary forms and

         25  applications.
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          2                 Intro. No. 233 would enhance the role

          3  of the responsibilities of the Parents Advisory

          4  Board. This legislation would require that the Mayor

          5  and the Council Speaker consider a candidate service

          6  in conflicts involving members of the US Armed

          7  Forces when appointing new members to the Board.

          8                 Intro. 233 would also establish a

          9  process for filing vacancies, and provide that Board

         10  members may be removed for cause by the original

         11  appointing authority.

         12                 The legislation would mandate that

         13  Board members elect a Chairperson and Vice

         14  Chairperson meet at least quarterly, keep records to

         15  determine rules of procedure and submit an annual

         16  report of its activities to the Mayor and the

         17  Council.

         18                 Both proposed Intro. 232-A and Intro.

         19  233 will take effect immediately upon passage by the

         20  full City Council.

         21                 In the case of proposed Intro. 233,

         22  232-A, the Department of Finance would be required

         23  to mail out the first notice of the property tax

         24  exemptions before the end of Fiscal Year 2007.

         25                 So, we are going to move forward with
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          2  a vote, and I am recommending to members of the

          3  Committee to vote in the affirmative on both 232-A

          4  and 233.

          5                 Call the roll, please?

          6                 Okay, we have made all the

          7  introductions and we are now prepared to take the

          8  vote.

          9                 Mr. Martin, please take the roll.

         10  Call the vote.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Council Member

         12  Monserrate.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye and

         16  would like to be listed as a co-sponsor on both

         17  bills. Thanks.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye,

         20  and I think I did request at the last hearing that I

         21  be a co-sponsor on both bills. I don't see my name

         22  so I'll rerequest that.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: By a vote of

         24  three in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

         25  no abstentions, the two items are adopted.
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          2                 Council members, please sign the

          3  Committee report. Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: Thank you.

          5  We're going to leave the vote open for ten minutes.

          6  One of the members I think is going to be showing.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Council

          9  Member Tony Avella sitting in for the Chair.

         10                 Council Member Hiram Monserrate,

         11  closing this meeting of the Committee on Veterans.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 9:40 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 26th day of April 2006.
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