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          1  COMMITTEE ON AGING

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Good morning. My

          3  name is Maria Baez. I am the Chair of the Committee

          4  on Aging.

          5                 Today the Committee will vote on two

          6  bills.

          7                 Can I have your attention, please?

          8  Thank you.

          9                 Today the Committee will vote on two

         10  bills which we heard testimony on Monday, February

         11  14th. The two bills are Intro. No. 215-A and

         12  Resolution No. 674-A. Both bills relate to the

         13  Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption Program,

         14  which is commonly referred to as SCRIE.

         15                 Intro. 215-A is a local law to amend

         16  the New York City Administrative Code in relation to

         17  the rent payable by a SCRIE tenant when a rent

         18  reduction order has been issued.

         19                 The bill would require that when a

         20  rent reduction order has been issued to a SCRIE

         21  recipient by the New York State Division of Housing

         22  and Community Renewal, the reduction must be

         23  subtracted from the rent payable by the SCRIE

         24  recipient.

         25                 With respect to Resolution 674-A, the
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          2  bill urges the New York State Assembly to pass

          3  A.2242, a bill that would exclude from the

          4  definition of income any unreimbursed medical and

          5  prescription drug expenses for the purposes of

          6  determining SCRIE eligibility.

          7                 As I noted in my opening statement on

          8  Monday, the Senior Citizen Homeowners Exemption

          9  Program, SCHE, already excludes unreimbursed medical

         10  and prescription drug expenses from its definition

         11  of income.

         12                 Reso 674-A also calls upon the New

         13  York State Senate to introduce and pass a companion

         14  bill.

         15                 Now I would like the Committee to

         16  vote on these two bills, do any of the members have

         17  any comments?

         18                 Council Member David Weprin, prime

         19  sponsor of 674-A.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 I'm very proud to sponsor this

         23  resolution. This is something that's been pushed on

         24  the Assembly side for a number of years, however

         25  it's had problems in the State Senate. It clearly
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          2  affects many, many seniors who are on the edge who

          3  have significant expenses, particularly in the

          4  unreimbursed prescription drug area.

          5                 It also applies, obviously, to

          6  unreimbursed medical expenses. Very often medical

          7  expenses to seniors are reimbursed but prescription

          8  drugs are not. And in the case of prescription

          9  drugs, it's very often thousands and thousands of

         10  dollars on an annual basis that seniors have to lay

         11  out of their pocket for prescription drugs and are

         12  not reimbursed for it, so that could clearly bring

         13  up the income level to allow them to be covered,

         14  even if they're making, 25, 28,000 and 30,000 in

         15  some cases, they should still be eligible for this

         16  important exemption for senior citizens who are on a

         17  fixed income. Clearly this is money that comes right

         18  out of their fixed income, right out of their

         19  day-to-day expenses. This is long in coming, and I

         20  strongly urge passage of it.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

         22                 Council Member Perkins, prime sponsor

         23  of Intro. 215-A.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         25  very much, Chairwoman Baez.
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          2                 I want to express my appreciation to

          3  you for sheparding this bill successfully into a

          4  law.

          5                 This is a bill that came to my

          6  attention by a constituent. This idea came to my

          7  attention through a constituent, a senior citizen

          8  that we call Sister Pew.

          9                 Sister Pew is a long-time community

         10  activist and leader that was persistent and very

         11  helpful in helping my staff and I to understand the

         12  value of this bill from the perspective of senior

         13  citizens.

         14                 I think it's a proud moment for the

         15  Council because here we have a bill that will put

         16  money into the pockets of our senior citizens,

         17  well-deserved money, and at the same time this

         18  benefit to them is one that was basically created by

         19  them.

         20                 This was not just us coming up with a

         21  great idea. It was them coming to the Council and

         22  sharing with the Council and helping the Council

         23  craft a bill and that's an extraordinary positive

         24  lesson that sends a message to the community that

         25  we, too, can make law for us at the City Council and
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          2  we're proud to be helpful with you in making it

          3  happen.

          4                 So, thank you very much for your

          5  support.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you, Council

          7  member.

          8                 Now we will be voting on Intro. 215-A

          9  and Reso 674-A.

         10                 I strongly urge the Committee members

         11  to vote yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Baez.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on both.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I'd like to

         18  add my name to the bill, and I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 I believe that we should take steps

         23  to correct some of these problems, prescriptions are

         24  more expensive today, more expensive than a doctor's

         25  visit. And sometimes a prescription drug may not be
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          2  covered by the prescription insurance, even though

          3  you may have insurance for prescription, but not all

          4  insurances cover every prescription drug.

          5                 And, so, we must make it possible to

          6  protect seniors, in terms of the outrageous costs

          7  for prescription drugs and at least allow them to be

          8  able to use that deduction with the SCRIE program.

          9                 I vote aye on both. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         11  Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         16                 Council members, please sign the

         17  Committee reports.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: We're leaving it

         20  open for about ten minutes, ten, 15 minutes.

         21                 We're adjourning the meeting for ten

         22  minutes.

         23                 (Recess taken.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I'm very proud
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          2  to vote aye on all of these.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is now six in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:58 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of February 2005.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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