Int. No. 908

By Council Members Santosuosso, Louis, Wilson, Hudson and Morano

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to digital verification of food protection certificates and penalties for failure to maintain a physical certificate on premises
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Section 17-1509 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 80 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
§17-1509 Food protection. a. A person who is charged with the management or supervision of the operations of a food service establishment shall comply with the requirements set forth in subdivision (a) of section 81.15 of the health code of the city of New York regarding a food protection course and certification.
   b. A food service establishment that violates subdivision a of this section or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto shall be subject to a civil penalty of $400. 
c. The department shall maintain and operate a secure, searchable digital system containing records of all valid food protection certifications issued by the department. Such system shall be accessible to authorized department personnel for purposes of verifying during a sanitary inspection or other enforcement action the certification status of any person required to hold such certification.
d. During a sanitary inspection of a food service establishment conducted by the department, verification of a valid food protection certification through the digital system maintained pursuant to subdivision c of this section shall constitute full compliance with subdivision a of this section. No violation of subdivision b of this section and no penalty pursuant to any such violation shall be issued solely on the basis that a physical copy of a food protection certification is not present at a food service establishment at the time of a sanitary inspection, provided that the certification status of the required certificate holder is verified as valid in the digital system maintained pursuant to subdivision c of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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