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..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S. 1148/A. 10504, providing that public schools not be used as early voting polling sites.
..Body

By Council Members Menin and Powers

Whereas, In 2019 the New York State Legislature passed a law requiring a minimum of 9 days of early voting in addition to Election Day; and
Whereas, As public spaces New York City public schools, including elementary, middle and high schools are used as poll sites; and
Whereas, In the 2023 election cycle there were 140 early voting sites; and
Whereas, In the 2023 election, 33 early voting sites were located in New York City public schools; and 
Whereas, New York City public schools are closed on Election Day; and 
Whereas, Classes are in session at New York City public schools for five of the nine early voting days; and
Whereas, During most years there is at least one primary election and one general election, and often more; and
Whereas, Most years there are at minimum of ten days of early voting going on while New York City public schools are in session; and 
Whereas, Poll sites in city schools are most often located in the school’s gym or cafeteria; and
Whereas, When a public school gym is used as a polling site, the students lose access to physical education for at least two weeks, and often longer; and
Whereas, When a public school cafeteria is used as a polling site, students can lose access to what may be their only hot meal of the day for two weeks, and often longer; and
	Whereas, After school programs that take place in the school gym or cafeteria of schools that serve as early voting polling sites are displaced during the early voting period; and 
Whereas, Over the last few years, many New York City schools have implemented increasingly stringent security measures; and 
Whereas, Voters entering poll sites located in schools do not have to adhere to the same stringent security measures that other visitors to the schools normally have to adhere to; and
Whereas, Allowing potentially thousands of adults access to public school facilities while students are present creates a safety risk; and 
Whereas, There have been multiple incidents where voters have gained access to areas where students and staff were present; and 
Whereas, New York City public schools do not have the options to opt-out of serving as early voting polling sites; and 
Whereas, Other publicly-supported institutions are required to allow the New York City Board of Elections to use them as early voting sites, but are allowed to opt-out of serving as polling locations; and 
Whereas, Only one county outside of New York city uses schools as early voting sites; and 
Whereas, S.1148, introduced in the New York State Senate by Liz Kreuger and pending in the Senate, and its companion bill A.10504, introduced by Assembly Member Alex Bores and pending the New York State Assembly, prohibit the use of school buildings as early voting sites; and
Whereas, S.1148/A.10504 requires that if necessary any building that is exempt from taxation or receives more than a million dollars in state grant funding can be used as a polling place unless the owner can show that the entity’s function is incompatible with its use as a poll site; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S. 1148/A. 10504, providing that public schools not be used as early voting polling sites.  
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