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ALCOHOLISM, DRUG ABUSE, AND DISABILITY SERVICES

HON. MARGARITA LÓPEZ – CHAIRPERSON

PRE-CONSIDERED RES.:  By: Council Member López

SUBJECT:
Pre-Considered Resolution observing and declaring July as the American with Disabilities Act Month in the City of New York, and recognizing the contributions of civil rights activist, Justin Dart, Jr., to the enactment of this historic legislation and to the empowerment of the community of people with disabilities in this City, State and Nation
July 22, 2002

On Wednesday, July 22, 2002, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, 

Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Margarita López, will

hold a Hearing to discuss and vote on a Pre-Considered Resolution regarding the passage of the 

American with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the life of disability civil rights activist, Justin Dart, Jr. 

Invited to testify at the hearing are: Hon. Seraphin Maltese, Chair, Committee on Election Law, NYS Senate; Hon. Keith L.T. Wright, Chair, Committee on Election Law, NYS Assembly; Mr. Daniel DeFrancesco, Executive Director, New York City Board of Elections; Ms. Catherine Paradiso, Director, Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities; Dr. Jeffrey F. Krause, Chair, NYC Voter Assistance Commission; Robert Abrams, Esq., Chairperson, Citizens Union; Gene Russianoff, Esq., Senior Attorney, and Mr. Neal Rosenstein, Government Reform Coordinator, NYPIRG; Alexander Wood, NYC Disability Budget & Policy Coalition and Disabilities Network of NYC; Ms. Nancy D. Miller, Executive Director, Visions, Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired; Daniel Robert, Board Member, and Dr. Frieda Zames, Vice-President, Disabled in Action; John A. Gresham, Esq., New York Lawyers for the Public Interest; Ms. Carmen Vasquez, Director, Public Policy/Voter Registration, The LGBT Community Center; Ms. Mary Stine, Vice-President, The Lighthouse; Mr. James Dickson, American Association for People with Disabilities; Dr. Karen Gourney, Executive Director, Computer Center for Visually Impaired Persons; Ms. RoseMarie McCaffrey, The Associated Blind, Inc.; Michael Godino, Queens Independent Living Center; and the general public.  A copy of the Pre-Considered Resolution is attached as Exhibit A.

BACKGROUND
This Pre-Considered Resolution highlights the passage of a very important federal civil rights 

law, the American with Disabilities Act, which was signed into law on July 26, 1990 (the "ADA").  At the time of its passage, the ADA was considered one of the most sweeping pieces of civil rights 

legislation in decades.  The ADA prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities by private industry, government agencies, and companies that receive government contracts, requiring that a reasonable accommodation be provided to qualified disabled persons.  The ADA also requires access to public buidlings, transportation and other governmental and quasi-governmental services for persons with disabling impairments including mobility, visual, hearing, and cognitive types. Since its passage, the ADA has helped to significantly improve the lives of millions of disabled Americans.
  


The Resolution declares July as the American with Disabilities Act Month in the City of

New York, noting that the many contributions of its vibrant community of people with disabilities 

have enriched the City in many respects, including significant contributions in the fields of arts, 

music, business, law, medicine, government, and academia. 


The Resolution honors the life of Justin Dart, Jr., whose efforts and dedication to the

struggle to gain recognition of the civil rights of the disabled were instrumental in the passage of the 

ADA.   Mr. Dart, who passed away on June 22, 2002, began his impassioned advocacy soon after he 

was afflicted with polio in 1948, at the age of eighteen.  In 1952, as a student at the University of 

Houston, he founded an 'integration club' to promote civil rights and better race relations on 

campus.
   Mr. Dart, the son of a wealthy California industrialist and business executive, himself 

became a successful businessman in Japan, while carrying out his mission of civil rights advocacy for 

the disabled.  


Throughout his life, Mr. Dart vigorously promoted the passage of the ADA and the civil

rights of the disabled, serving in various governmental positions, including Commissioner of 

Rehabilitation Services in the U.S. Department of Education in the Reagan Administration and

Chairman of the Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities in the Bush, Sr.

Administration.   In 1998, President Bill Clinton awarded Mr. Dart with the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom. 


Justin Dart, Jr., known as the father of the ADA and the Martin Luther King of the

disability civil rights movement, lived his life as an unrelenting and proud warrior for justice and the

rights of all.  Mr. Dart is survived by his wife, Mrs. Yoshiko Dart, five daughters, eleven 

grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, as well as the many dear friends and colleagues who 

continue to fight for fuller implementation of the ADA and the civil rights of differently-abled

peoples.
  

� N.Y. Times, 6/24/02, Justin Dart, Jr., 71, Advocate for Rights of Disabled People Dies.


� Id.


� Id. See Associated Press, 6/25/02, Justin Dart, 71, Activist for Disabled Dies.
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