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          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: I am John Liu, I

          3  have the privilege of chairing this Committee. Today

          4  we have convened for the purpose of considering

          5  Intro. No. 537-A, a bill that is intended to make

          6  parking restrictions fairer in the City of New York.

          7                 Today we have a myriad of parking

          8  restrictions that are all over the streets of New

          9  York, and in many cases the signage is very

         10  confusing on the City's streets and in some cases

         11  there is actually signage that is contradictory. So,

         12  despite good faith efforts on the part of average

         13  citizens to understand what the restrictions are for

         14  particular blocks, people are still parking and

         15  getting tickets that carry ridiculous fines and

         16  additional hassles. So, what the bill does is it

         17  would require the Department of Transportation to

         18  put on line every single parking restriction in the

         19  City of New York block by block, and it would be a

         20  searchable database on the website.

         21                 The fact is this information already

         22  exists. What we need to do is make it available to

         23  the general public.

         24                 And in fact, there are companies that

         25  make it available to the general public for certain

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2  parts of the City, but they charge a fee for that

          3  service.

          4                 Obviously this kind of information

          5  should be freely available to the general public.

          6  And not only would this provide information to the

          7  general public and to motorists, but this will also

          8  serve to make City government more accountable so

          9  that when regulations change, that the database is

         10  updated properly, the signage is updated properly

         11  and that there would be no more conflicting

         12  information to the point where sometimes even

         13  traffic agents don't understand exactly what the

         14  current regulations are for particular blocks.

         15                 We want everybody to follow parking

         16  restrictions and abide by them and when they are

         17  violated, summons will be issued.

         18                 No one should be issued a parking

         19  summons because of the City's inability to clearly

         20  communicate what the restriction for the particular

         21  block that the car is being parked on is.

         22                 So, we are joined today by a member

         23  of the Committee, Council Member Jessica Lappin,

         24  from Manhattan, Council Member Vincent Ignizio, from

         25  Staten Island, Council Member Michael McMahon from
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          2  Staten Island, Council Member Joe Addabbo from

          3  Queens, Council Member Miguel Martinez from

          4  Manhattan. I want to thank the work of the Committee

          5  staff, Phil Hom, our Legislative Counsel, Chima

          6  Obichere, our Finance Analyst, and Ron Kim, our

          7  Policy Analyst. I want to thank the Legislative

          8  Division for their extreme hard work, Rob Newman,

          9  Laura Popa and Maura Keeney. And with that, I would

         10  like to ask if any of my colleagues have any

         11  questions or comments?

         12                 Hearing none, I would recommend a yes

         13  vote on this. Will the clerk please call the roll.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 537-A,

         15  Council Member Liu.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Chair, I

         21  just want to explain my vote. And I want to commend

         22  you and your leadership in moving this legislation

         23  forward. This should be something that's not strange

         24  or new to a City as New York, in terms of having

         25  information on line, a City that is leading in
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          2  keeping New Yorkers informed via 3-1-1, why not also

          3  do it on line when it comes to parking violations

          4  and ensuring that New York residents know where they

          5  need to park and where they need not to park by

          6  having it on line. And the fact that this bill,

          7  looking at the report here, is zero cost in getting

          8  it done, should be a no brainer in getting it done

          9  and implemented as soon as possible.

         10                 So, I vote aye on all, and, again,

         11  congratulations on getting this bill moved forward.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chairman,

         15  I just want to commend my colleague Miguel Martinez

         16  for commending you, his wisdom and insight and

         17  understanding your wisdom and insight and moving

         18  forward this very worthwhile proposal is something

         19  that we commend him for commending you.

         20                 Thank you. I vote aye.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Let me commend

         22  Council members Miguel Martinez and Council Member

         23  McMahon for helping us keep this hearing to a

         24  two-minute time frame.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Well then I

          3  can't commend anybody. Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          7  the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

          8  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          9                 Members, please sign the Committee

         10  report. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: I'd like to ask the

         12  clerk to keep the roll open for a little bit of time

         13  so that we can have additional Council members come

         14  in.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         16  Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now currently

         19  stands at seven in the affirmative.

         20                 Council Member Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         23  nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative, zero

         24  abstentions.

         25                 Correction. The vote now stands at
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          2  eight in the affirmative.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: The hearing

          4  on Transportation is adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 28th day of November 2007.
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