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          1  COMMUNITY BOARDS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay, Community

          3  Boards are next. We are going to start with

          4  Manhattan. How many people are here from Manhattan?

          5  I see one hand, two hands.

          6                 How many people from Queens? Two.

          7                 From Brooklyn? Brooklyn, anyone here?

          8  I saw one person before from Brooklyn. She must have

          9  left.

         10                 Bronx? Anyone from the Bronx?

         11                 Staten Island? Okay.

         12                 Let's agree, why don't we all come

         13  closer here. We will put Manhattan at the table

         14  first, followed by Queens.

         15                 Now then, Manhattan is going to sit

         16  at the table here, and then after them will be

         17  Queens. I am going to ask you to follow the same

         18  procedure. You will identify yourselves by name and

         19  community board, and you will make your presentation

         20  to us, and then we will go on to the next borough,

         21  okay? Thank you.

         22                 Speak into the microphone, please.

         23  Pull it closer.

         24                 MS. THOMPSON: My name is Latha

         25  Thompson. I am from Community Board 8 in Manhattan.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay, thank you.

          3  And you are?

          4                 MS. DODSON: I am sorry. Good

          5  afternoon. I am Sybil Dodson, and I am the

          6  Chairwoman of Community Board 12 in Manhattan,

          7  Washington Heights, Inwood.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay thank you.

          9                 MS. THOMPSON: On behalf of District

         10  Manager Denise Woodin who could not be here today, I

         11  would like to raise two critical budget matters that

         12  have direct impact on the functioning of the

         13  Community Board office.

         14                 First, community boards across the

         15  City are in desperate need of computer support and

         16  technical assistance. Most of our offices are

         17  struggling into the computer age with outdated

         18  equipment and software and with little or no

         19  training of our programs that can improve

         20  efficiency.

         21                 While we appreciate the new computers

         22  given to each Board office in the fall of 1997, we

         23  are still waiting for a promised complaints program.

         24                 More importantly we have received

         25  virtually no technical support or training for these

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  COMMUNITY BOARDS

          2  new computers. Community Board 8 has had to hire a

          3  computer consultant at enormous expense to create a

          4  network complaint system that meets our need. We

          5  have no maintenance contract on any of our computers

          6  because the cost is simply too exorbitant.

          7                 For the past two years we have

          8  repeatedly requested additional funding from the

          9  Community Assistance Unit, MIS Division. This

         10  division has been in recent years cut to one person

         11  who is responsible for serving 59 community boards,

         12  Mayoral offices and City agencies. One year ago,

         13  Commissioner O'Keefe notified Community Board 8 that

         14  the CAU's MIS unit would no longer service community

         15  boards at all.

         16                 To the best of my knowledge,

         17  community boards are among the only City agencies

         18  that operate without this type of assistance.

         19                 We urge the City Council to provide

         20  funding in the budget to establish a technical

         21  support and computer training unit for community

         22  boards within their Community Assistance Unit or

         23  another relevant agency.

         24                 On a closely related matter,

         25  Community Board 8 has serious concerns about the
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          2  transition from the integrated financial management

          3  system, IFMS, to the Financial Management System,

          4  FMS, which is planned for this summer.

          5                 Because the Manhattan Boards handle

          6  all of our own bill paying and internal budgeting we

          7  rely on the IFMS system to monitor our budget and to

          8  send payment vouchers. However, we have learned that

          9  the City plans to replaced the IFMS system with the

         10  new FMS system at only three board offices. We have

         11  been told that the other boards will have to travel

         12  to the nearest board office or to the Borough

         13  President's office in order to perform routine, yet

         14  important, day-to-day financial tasks.

         15                 Clearly this places a burden not only

         16  on the community board staff who must seek available

         17  terminals in other offices across town, but also on

         18  a host community board who must accommodate

         19  additional staff in often cramped quarters.

         20                 In addition we have not yet received

         21  any indication that we will be trained on these new

         22  systems, despite our repeated request for such an

         23  assurance.

         24                 Community board 8 urges the City

         25  Council to investigate this matter, and to provide
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          2  funding in the budget for each community board

          3  office to receive their own FMS installation.

          4                 We also request that this training

          5  session be scheduled for all community board staff.

          6  Thank you for this opportunity.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: We will see to

          8  it that the Information would be sent your names and

          9  telephone numbers and address, would be sent to you

         10  so that you could contact the person we spoke to in

         11  reference to your need for the computer, okay? Thank

         12  you.

         13                 MS. THOMPSON: Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: You are next.

         15                 MS. DODSON: Thank you, Madame.

         16                 I just would like to support my

         17  fellow board member and to thank you very much for

         18  raising the issue of our having the appropriate

         19  technology within our community boards' offices to

         20  facilitate the timely payment of bills.

         21                 As it is now, we don't have

         22  sufficient staff again in Community Board 12 and

         23  throughout the system, and to sufficiently train

         24  staff to really keep abreast with all of the

         25  challenges that we have in our communities so that
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          2  this initiative and your taking the question becomes

          3  a very important one to all of us.

          4                 I am a new Board chairperson and I

          5  came here today lest to testify than I did to start

          6  to take an active role on behalf of my community in

          7  this process.

          8                 Aside from what we just mentioned, I

          9  have to underscore the fact that as we face term

         10  limits in our community and City-wide, the ability

         11  to develop leadership within our own small boards

         12  becomes critical.

         13                 To not have access to training,

         14  computer technology and things of that nature, the

         15  inability for staff to really do the planning that

         16  is incumbent upon a community planning board leaves

         17  us somewhat behind the loop and I think dangerously

         18  so.

         19                 So, I would like to again request

         20  that this body look to how the boards are funded,

         21  that appropriate training opportunities are made

         22  available to our district managers and to our Board

         23  staffs so that we are able as community board people

         24  and as communities to keep a pace with the

         25  challenges that we will have in the new millennium.
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          2                 Beyond that I thank you for the

          3  opportunity to be here today.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, first of

          5  all, we would like to thank you for your statement

          6  and your involvement. One of the things that came

          7  into place in 1989 with the new Charter revision,

          8  was something that we worked hard to get into the

          9  Charter, and that was the requirement that there be

         10  funding for professional services, whatever the

         11  community board required, in order to assist them.

         12  Because most people were not architects and were not

         13  attorneys, they were not engineers, but they require

         14  those services at different times, and that should

         15  be made available to them through City dollars.

         16                 And while there are those of us who

         17  are more concerned about bottom line and the dollar

         18  and citizens are constantly impressed about

         19  remember, that is a lot of money, we are spending a

         20  lot of money, I find it interesting that we can find

         21  money for projects that we want to fund. But the

         22  things that people need, we find that we don't have

         23  enough money for schools or to improve schools. We

         24  don't have enough money for good hospital or medical

         25  care. We don't have enough money to take care of the
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          2  elderly or the homeless. But we do have and can find

          3  money for stadiums, for things that do not keep

          4  people alive, or do not really help people who

          5  cannot help themselves.

          6                 And I think a good community helps

          7  everyone in all cities, because what happens in my

          8  community affects his community. It may take a

          9  little while longer to get there, but it affects his

         10  community, so that when they allow something to go

         11  uncared for in my community, it is like TB or the

         12  measles or any other contagious disease, it is a

         13  stretch, it grows and it destroys. But when my

         14  community is healthy, his is bound to be healthy and

         15  it is better for all of us.

         16                 So, the reason we think good

         17  community boards make a difference is that people

         18  make a difference. And that is why I stress the fact

         19  that when we talk about fraud, we always talk about

         20  it from the side that people would cheat -- well,

         21  some do. But more often people with power will cheat

         22  and we can find ways for excusing that.

         23                 So I think that we will continue to

         24  ask, but we have to be reinforced by people such as

         25  yourself by the things you do, your participation
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          2  and your asking and more so helps to make it happen.

          3                 MS. DODSON: Thank you, Madame.

          4                 If I may say one last thing? Among

          5  the challenges that we have in our community, in

          6  Washington Heights and Inwood, it's a thriving

          7  community and I think it really is reflective of the

          8  whole idea of the melting pot of America.

          9                 We have a diverse community, a

         10  growing community. Many of the issues that beset

         11  Lower Manhattan, in terms of the rents and all, we

         12  have beautiful housing stock that we want to

         13  protect. We have an increasing number of conversions

         14  that we are looking at, and all of these bespeak the

         15  need for a planning element within our Board. So

         16  that we are going to be looking very closely at how

         17  we can utilize the existing budget, but also to

         18  reach out to persons like this Council and see how

         19  we can be more creative in the funding that we

         20  already have.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Reach out also

         22  to the Landmarks Commission, because when they find

         23  out that you have beautiful homes, they will come

         24  and help you. You will find that there are things

         25  they can tell you about how to save that existing
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          2  landmark, what you can do to help people get the

          3  kind of help they need to preserve some of those

          4  houses. So, find out where the services are that you

          5  can use to help in your community.

          6                 MS. DODSON: I will do that, and thank

          7  you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

          9                 You are from Queens. Let's see, have

         10  you ever heard of Queens before, Julia Harrison?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes, there

         12  is a bell that rings somewhere.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Oh, there is a

         14  bell that rings somewhere.

         15                 Okay, if Queens will now come

         16  forward.

         17                 Would you kindly identify yourselves

         18  by name, community board and title, please.

         19                 MS. BITTERMAN: Good afternoon. My

         20  name is Marilyn Bitterman, I am the District Manager

         21  of Community Board Number 7 in Queens.

         22                 MS. CAREY: And I am Mary Ann Carey,

         23  District Manager, Community Board 9 in Queens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: And may I

         25  interject and indicate that I withheld any comment
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          2  to the Commissioner Diamond today when he was here,

          3  but our community board is still in the cellar,

          4  okay?

          5                 MS. BITTERMAN: That's what they think

          6  of us.

          7                 First, I would like to thank the

          8  Council Committee on Governmental Operations for

          9  allowing me to present testimony relative to

         10  community Board No. 7.

         11                 Our number one budget submission, the

         12  reconstruction of Linden Place, must move forward,

         13  taking into consideration and joining with our

         14  number four budget submission a marginal road for

         15  the College Point Corporate Park.

         16                 With the development of the Corporate

         17  Park, and many large new retail companies that have

         18  moved into the Park, both Linden Place, and

         19  especially the new marginal road, would be used to

         20  get traffic off the Whitestone Expressway Service

         21  Road and onto roads that would be less utilized.

         22                 These two roads must be looked at as

         23  one component, due to the fact that the marginal

         24  road would connect to the Linden Place.

         25                 Reconstruction. Money must be
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          2  appropriated in this year's budget to do a design

          3  study to the feasibility of the marginal road that

          4  would service the College Point Community.

          5                 Money must be appropriated for both

          6  cultural affairs and the libraries. Not only do

          7  these cuts hurt the organizations but they hurt the

          8  community. Libraries and cultural affairs are

          9  necessary to broaden the horizons of individuals

         10  from toddlers to seniors.

         11                 On a more personal note, I would like

         12  to address you on the budget for the community

         13  board. To quote Mayor Giuliani local concerns are

         14  usually best understood and best addressed by the

         15  people closest to the issues, and community boards

         16  know the strength and problems of communities.

         17                 The Charter mandates that community

         18  boards perform a large number of responsibilities

         19  involving zoning and other land use issues,

         20  community planning, coordination of municipal

         21  services, as well as taking part in the City budget

         22  process.

         23                 While past efforts on behalf of the

         24  Council have eased several of our financial

         25  constraints and I would like to thank you for that.
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          2  We are still struggling to function under our

          3  current budget allocations.

          4                 Community board 7, based upon the

          5  1997, 1990 census is the largest in population of

          6  all 59 community boards. Even though the 1997

          7  consensus indicated our population was 221,000 plus,

          8  the police and service delivery agencies, i.e.,

          9  telephone company and Con Edison, have indicated

         10  that our population is over 270,000 people, of which

         11  120,000 are new Americans with language and cultural

         12  difficulties and differences.

         13                 And I did a quick rough estimate of

         14  our budget being 156,858 and the 270,000 people and

         15  each one of our constituents gets 58 cents a year, I

         16  really think they are being shortchanged.

         17                 It is at times extremely frustrating

         18  to achieve our Charter-mandated responsibilities due

         19  to the fact that each one of the boards receives the

         20  same budget. The pie that we have to divide gives

         21  our residents much thinner slices than most of the

         22  boards Citywide.

         23                 If the budgets of the community

         24  boards cannot be divided proportionately, I feel

         25  that some of the expenses that we have to incur
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          2  should be handled by the City, i.e., service

          3  contract and telephone bills.

          4                 In conclusion, the community boards

          5  are the eyes and ears of the community. We have our

          6  fingers on the pulse of what is happening in our

          7  respective districts.

          8                 We allow the residents an opportunity

          9  to be part of local government, to feel a sense of

         10  accomplishment and to know that there are people out

         11  there listening to what they have to say. In order

         12  to achieve this, the boards cannot stay at the same

         13  budget level. I urge you to support an increase in

         14  order to allow us to function according to the

         15  mandates of the Charter. We are a City agency and

         16  must be afforded the ability to do our job properly.

         17                 We are also not hooked to Citinet.

         18  Everybody is talking about the IFMS system, I am

         19  really concerned about the Citinet. And this must be

         20  handled on a priority basis. Without Citinet we have

         21  to call the City agencies constantly to get the

         22  information that we should be able to access through

         23  our computers. We are reaching out to you for your

         24  assistance.

         25                 I have gotten computers for every one
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          2  of my staff people, and out of my budget I have

          3  hired a consultant to network these computers

          4  together. We can talk to one another in the office

          5  but unfortunately we can't talk to the City

          6  agencies.

          7                 Again, I would like to thank you for

          8  the opportunity of being allowed to testify before

          9  the Committee on Governmental Operations.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you very

         11  much for your testimony, and it is really a

         12  privilege to hear from one of the smallest community

         13  boards in the City of New York; is that right,

         14  Julia?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: It's not the

         16  way I heard it.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay, I think

         18  there is a Queens Council member who is trying to

         19  get in on the act on the other side.

         20                 Council Member Sabini.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you. I

         22  just wanted to follow up on the Citinet issue,

         23  because as you know there was some publicity in

         24  Queens about your inability to get on Citinet and we

         25  corresponded with some agencies, haven't heard a
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          2  response yet. I am just wondering if you have had

          3  any response based on the notice generated by the

          4  Queens Tribune story?

          5                 MS. BITTERMAN: We hired a private

          6  consultant --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Right. But I

          8  am saying did any of the agencies call --

          9                 MS. BITTERMAN: What happened, the

         10  consultant just happened to drop by the office today

         11  and he indicated that there has been some movement.

         12  We should be hearing something in a relatively short

         13  time.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: When DoITT

         15  appears, I will be following up with questions to

         16  them as well. Because I think it is essential that

         17  you have it. We have it in our offices. You are

         18  charged with coordinating service delivery under the

         19  City Charter and it seems to me that the best way to

         20  coordinate it is to have the information at your

         21  desk.

         22                 MS. BITTERMAN: I do have an account

         23  number from DoITT. I have it about close to a year

         24  but it hasn't done me any good.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Okay, thank
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          2  you.

          3                 MS. CAREY: I am Mary Ann Carey, the

          4  District Manager of Community Board 9, Queens. I

          5  want to thank you for your assistance last year, and

          6  several years ago, the years go by so quickly, a few

          7  years ago when you supported us for the restoration

          8  of our budget that had been cut drastically, we

          9  really appreciated it.

         10                 I am coming to you again, you know,

         11  you come to the well over and over again, because

         12  you are here and you are always so good to us, I am

         13  coming to you again. But this year what I would like

         14  to ask, in lieu of the funding increases, perhaps

         15  the tools that were mentioned previously by my

         16  colleague, that the cost of equipment and telephones

         17  and contracts, perhaps they can be removed from our

         18  Board's budget and that computer staff training and

         19  technical support be provided to us to bring it into

         20  the new millennium.

         21                 Some of us feel that we are really

         22  not even ready to go into the old millennium, but

         23  now here we are poised to go into the Year 2000 and

         24  we have an awful lot of problems in the community

         25  boards' offices.
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          2                 We are trying to address them as best

          3  we can, but of course with a small staff and a small

          4  budget it is difficult.

          5                 One of our problems is that the youth

          6  in our community board are underserved. The Ozone

          7  Park Community of Board 9 has a high percentage of

          8  teen pregnancies. Assault injury for youth between

          9  12 and 17 is extremely high. We lack after school

         10  programs.

         11                 To counteract this we request an

         12  increase in our fair share allocation from the Youth

         13  Bureau. We want to develop the following programs:

         14  Day Care and Pre-K, drug prevention, street

         15  outreach, health and education and job training.

         16                 We urge the Department of Youth and

         17  Community Development to move swiftly in releasing

         18  the beacon school RFP. Councilmanic funds were

         19  infused into this round of funding, and Community

         20  Board 9 is slated to receive beacon school programs

         21  at junior high school 210 in Ozone Park.

         22                 We support the Borough President's

         23  call for a public review process before changing the

         24  fair share formula, despite the fact that Community

         25  Board 9 receives increased funding under all of
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          2  these proposals.

          3                 In the Fire Department, everybody

          4  seems to have forgotten about the fire alarm boxes,

          5  but it is an area of distress to our Board. Too many

          6  of them, too many problems, too many were removed, a

          7  lot of questions remain unanswered, we understand

          8  that there is still litigation. While this

          9  litigation goes on, residents die. Community Board 9

         10  has a very high occurrence of structural fires in

         11  our area, and at one point we led in deaths

         12  Citywide.

         13                 In the Police Department crime is

         14  down but several problems remain, and one of the

         15  problems remains that we can't seem to get

         16  statistics from the Police Department. Previously we

         17  were able to get stats when we had Citywide

         18  consultations, but we are unable to get them any

         19  longer, they are not provided to us. And that is a

         20  problem, because how do we know what to ask for,

         21  what to request in the budget, if we don't know

         22  where we are lacking money and where we are lacking

         23  manpower and what programs we do have. It is a real

         24  problem, it is becoming harder and harder to get

         25  answers from the police, they come unprepared to the
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          2  budget consultations, and it is really becoming a

          3  waste of time to even have these consultations with

          4  them.

          5                 And as I said, without the

          6  statistical data provided to us, we don't know if

          7  crime is down or crime is up.

          8                 In Queens many of the heinous crimes

          9  that are committed, we appear to be fortunate we

         10  don't have those type of crimes, but we do have

         11  quality of life issues and quality of life problems

         12  that people complain about on a regular basis -

         13  noise, rowdy youth, et cetera, and we really need to

         14  be able to focus on that and know where the problems

         15  are, and without the staff we just can't, we can't

         16  function.

         17                 So, I am hoping that perhaps you can

         18  use your influence to get our statistics for us.

         19                 The Board of Education. Community

         20  Board 9 comprises districts, school districts 27 and

         21  28. Both are extremely overcrowded. District 27 has

         22  more than 35,000 students, they lack sufficient

         23  classrooms, mini schools, annexes and transportables

         24  permeate the district. Many schools still conduct

         25  classes in gymnasiums, lunchrooms and auditoriums.
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          2                 We continue to seek out school sites,

          3  but there is none to be found. We need to have some

          4  innovative thinking and innovative ideas. I don't

          5  know what they are, but I will leave that up to you.

          6                 A large part of the school

          7  overcrowding stems from illegal apartments, and the

          8  impact they have on our quality of life. Huge

          9  one-family homes are now illegal SROs, the small

         10  one-family house down the block is now a

         11  three-family, enforcement is difficult.

         12                 Again, we need innovative thinking.

         13  We really need to get these people counted for the

         14  census in the year, upcoming Year 2000.

         15                 How do we do that when we are always

         16  frightening them? Many of these people are

         17  immigrants, they come here, they are frightened,

         18  they come from Slavic countries where they are not

         19  used to talking to governmental agencies. We really

         20  need to do something to get these people counted in

         21  the census because if they are not, Queens is going

         22  to be shortchanged again. I think we have probably

         23  the largest underground population in any borough.

         24                 If we can't rid our communities of

         25  these dangerous illegal conversions, then again I
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          2  have to make a suggestion, because you need

          3  innovative thinking, innovative ideas. Maybe we

          4  should inspect them, and if they can be approved for

          5  residency, perhaps we should consider legalizing

          6  them. There are ways today with all of our

          7  technology. We can have smoke detectors installed,

          8  you can make another means of egress, and perhaps if

          9  we did this we would be able to put these properties

         10  on the tax rolls, increase the taxes of the

         11  landlord, and we would be able to count these people

         12  for the census. We would have money that we are now

         13  expending on all of these inspections. I can't begin

         14  to tell you all of the times I get complaints of

         15  illegal conversions. I go to inspect it with the

         16  Building Inspector, and what happens? They don't let

         17  you in. You can't get into the property, and it is a

         18  waste of City tax dollars - my salary, the

         19  inspector's salary who are doing these inspections,

         20  and we are not really getting the best bang for the

         21  buck. So perhaps we can use some innovative

         22  thinking.

         23                 Let's put our heads together and come

         24  up with some humane logical solution. I remember

         25  years ago when Mayor Koch was at a meeting, Town
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          2  Hall meeting in Community Board 9 and people were

          3  screaming at him about illegal conversion, and he

          4  turned around and he said, what am I supposed to do

          5  with the people? Where am I going to put these

          6  people? You know, these are families living there.

          7  The reason they are living there is because they

          8  can't afford the extremely high rents, that the

          9  apartments are demanding. So we need to do something

         10  about that.

         11                 The reconstruction of Jamaica Avenue,

         12  HW249. It was supposed to go last year, it was

         13  delayed because of some kind of a deal with the

         14  sewer contract and the highway contract. They bid on

         15  them together, they shouldn't have whatever. We

         16  really need to have this project move head. This is

         17  a community that is underserved for a number of

         18  years, they are in dire need of this project and

         19  hopefully with this project completed it will help

         20  for the rejuvenation of that community. Please help

         21  us to move that project now.

         22                 Parks Department desperately needs

         23  climbers and pruners, or contracts to address the

         24  dead and dying trees. Parks Department cannot go

         25  into the Year 2000 and still handwriting their
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          2  responses to the community board. They have to go

          3  into the computerized system. They have to get with

          4  the program. And computerized tracking system is

          5  necessary.

          6                 I know that the Council members have

          7  the same problem that the community boards do,

          8  trying to get their trees trimmed and pruned and

          9  finding out which one was pruned and which one

         10  wasn't. So, we really need to get them into the new

         11  millennium.

         12                 We support increased funding for the

         13  Queens Council on the Arts, because they provide

         14  cultural and artistic events throughout the borough

         15  that is sorely needed in the outer boroughs and we

         16  look forward to those programs and projects.

         17                 Thank you very much, and Community

         18  Board 9 looks forward to today's needs becoming

         19  tomorrow's realities. I really appreciate your

         20  attention. Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: You are welcome.

         22  And thank you.

         23                 Well, I see Brooklyn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: May I ask

         25  just one question, please?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: I just want

          4  to know from everyone who has testified so far from

          5  the community board, is there a need for increased

          6  personnel funding? And none of you have mentioned it

          7  that I have taken notes on, so I am just asking what

          8  is your need for increasing the numbers of persons

          9  on your staff.

         10                 Do you have a set figure or what?

         11                 MS. BITTERMAN: No, it is not a set

         12  figure. Like the City picked up the rent and the

         13  electricity, which was really wonderful and we want

         14  to keep thanking you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: For

         16  Manhattan as well?

         17                 MS. DODSON: Absolutely.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Okay. So

         19  they picked up rent and electricity.

         20                 MS. BITTERMAN: Right.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: What about

         22  telephone costs?

         23                 MS. BITTERMAN: If the City treats the

         24  community boards like a City agency, we would hope

         25  that they would pick up the contract.
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          2                 I am giving you an example. I am

          3  looking for new -- I think one of the problems we

          4  are having is dealing with City contracts, with

          5  supplies for our office. I presently have a copy

          6  machine that I negotiated the contract myself, and

          7  with supplies and everything it is costing me $90 a

          8  month. My machine is on its last legs and I am

          9  starting to look for another machine.

         10                 I have to deal with the City's

         11  contractor and it is going to cost me more than

         12  double what I am paying now. So what I would like to

         13  do is not deal with the City contract and go out on

         14  my own and write a ten-page letter justifying why I

         15  had to get something cheaper.

         16                 I think if they pick up some of the

         17  costs of copying machines, of telephone, of computer

         18  services, I had money in my budget past year only

         19  because a staff person left, and I had an extra few

         20  dollars so I was able to hire a private consultant

         21  to do the computer work, and I think with each one

         22  of the boards, if the City picked up some of our

         23  basic costs, I think we would all be in better shape

         24  to be able to acquire additional personnel.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Okay, so
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          2  Manhattan said you had insufficient trained staff,

          3  and you are telling me that you have need for

          4  additional training and staff, right? And costs

          5  picked up by the City of New York?

          6                 MS. BITTERMAN: I mean, we are the

          7  largest community board and it is very, very -- and

          8  I don't have to talk to you about diversity in our

          9  community. We have tremendous problems that expend a

         10  tremendous amount of time and effort, and with

         11  additional personnel, the time that I am out of the

         12  office, I mean there are days that I am out at

         13  meetings practically all day, it is one less person

         14  to answer a phone, one less person to troubleshoot,

         15  one less person to do things.

         16                 I think we use -- I mean, we do take

         17  in volunteers, but it is very difficult because

         18  volunteers don't have the same attitudes that the

         19  workforce have.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: So, Madame

         21  Chair, I think perhaps the Committee ought to meet

         22  at some point and discuss what numbers we are going

         23  to throw out during the budget negotiation for

         24  increasing the workforce.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Surely. We can
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          2  meet also with the representatives of the Borough

          3  President also, they should be able to kick in some

          4  money on this.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Okay.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I would think

          7  the City came up with some. I think the City ought

          8  to pick up more in terms of supplies because they

          9  should pay for -- they do pay for telephones?

         10                 MS. BITTERMAN: No.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: They should pay

         12  for telephones. I know of no City office that can

         13  function without a telephone.

         14                 MS. CAREY: If we got the funding for

         15  the telephone and the other items that were

         16  mentioned, we would be able to add the staff,

         17  because we do have budget, in our budget we could

         18  make the allocation for the OTPS or the PS.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: But I say that

         20  part of -- you are listed as a City agency, right?

         21                 MS. CAREY: Absolutely.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Which is not

         23  really being honest with the public. If you are

         24  honest with the public then they tell you call a

         25  number now. Everyone knows when you call a number
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          2  for heat, hot water complaints and the phone rings

          3  and rings and rings and rings and rings, it's a

          4  bogus number then. It means that you can call but no

          5  one is going to answer.

          6                 If the community board services a

          7  part of the City's area, and you are the City agency

          8  that represents the City or that community, someone

          9  should answer, there has to be a telephone number

         10  and there ought to be someone there. So, the City,

         11  one, should pay for telephones. That is appropriate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: So I would

         13  suggest that the City become the organizer for the

         14  community boards.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Yes. And we

         16  could help do that. You know we had a big thing with

         17  the last one, we can do that for this, and we should

         18  invite the Borough Presidents to kick in on this one

         19  because it would make an easier --

         20                 MS. CAREY: That would be a tremendous

         21  help. Because my telephone is over $3,000 a year.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: That would be

         23  good. So we will do that.

         24                 MS. BITTERMAN: Thank you.

         25                 MS. CAREY: Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

          3                 MS. BITTERMAN: It is always a

          4  pleasure.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Community Board

          6  8 from Brooklyn.

          7                 Would you please identify yourself,

          8  sir, by name and title.

          9                 MR. MATTHEWS: Certainly, it would be

         10  my pleasure.

         11                 Good evening. I am Robert Matthews,

         12  Chairperson for Community Board No. 8.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: And you are from

         14  where, sir?

         15                 MR. MATTHEWS: Chairperson of

         16  Community Board No. 8 in Brooklyn. We must be

         17  specific.

         18                 Thank you, Chairperson Pinkett.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

         20                 MR. MATTHEWS: Good afternoon, members

         21  of the City Council, ladies and gentlemen. As

         22  stated, I am Robert Matthews, Chairperson of

         23  Community Board No. 8 of Brooklyn. It is with great

         24  pleasure that I submit this testimony which

         25  identifies our concerns and statements on the
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          2  Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 2000.

          3                 Parks and recreation. Our parks and

          4  playgrounds are an integral part of the community.

          5  The need for safe, well-maintained parks and

          6  playgrounds are a high priority of district 8. We

          7  urge funding to redesign the area in Lincoln Terrace

          8  Park, replace playground equipment at St. John's

          9  Park, and the Underhill Avenue Playground.

         10                 Additional funding is also needed to

         11  install a bubble around Lincoln Terrace Park Tennis

         12  Courts and to replace the boiler at St. John's

         13  Recreational Center.

         14                 Attention should be focused on a new

         15  roof, waterproofing and resurfacing the exterior

         16  perimeter of the St. John's Recreational Center.

         17                 The Brooklyn Cultural Affairs: The

         18  Brooklyn Children's Museum is the world's first

         19  museum for kids. The Museum was established in Crown

         20  Heights in 1899 and is a leader among cultural

         21  institutions recognized for renovations addressing

         22  the educational culture and social concerns of youth

         23  and families in our diverse and dynamic community.

         24                 The Board urges and supports funding

         25  for the following projects of the Brooklyn
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          2  Children's Museum.

          3                 Number one, construction of a rooftop

          4  theater (Stage and Lighting).

          5                 Replacement of a copier system.

          6                 Construction of a parking facility.

          7                 Installation of emergency generator

          8  and boiler.

          9                 Replacement of a 17-passenger van for

         10  programs and community outreach.

         11                 Fire: We urge the Fire Department and

         12  the City Council to return the 5th Firefighter to

         13  all engine companies. The difficult conditions

         14  encountered in fighting fires in many of the area

         15  buildings and the high proportion of children and

         16  elderly in the district makes this imperative.

         17  Additional fire marshals are needed.

         18                 Attention should be focused on

         19  capital improvements for renovations of engine

         20  company firehouses, new roofs for the physical

         21  facilities, waterproofing/pointing and general funds

         22  for maintaining and upkeep of the buildings.

         23                 The Fire Department must have

         24  sufficient manpower, proper tools and equipment to

         25  provide the most highly and efficient fire
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          2  protection to the community.

          3                 All of the fire protection companies

          4  are in need of some new tools or replacement

          5  equipment.

          6                 Police: Drug trafficking is a major

          7  problem in community district 8. With the absence of

          8  regular jobs and the economy, drug trafficking

          9  provides an alternative source of income. The Board

         10  supports and continues expanded funding for the

         11  Street Narcotics Control Unit to help address the

         12  distribution and sale of drugs.

         13                 The Community Policing Program

         14  continues to be well received by the community,

         15  ongoing requests are made for more police visible in

         16  the form of foot patrol, as well as quality of life

         17  conditions cars.

         18                 The Board believes uniformed police

         19  presence on the streets is an essential component to

         20  continuing this trend of reducing crime. We urge

         21  that additional police officers be assigned to our

         22  community so that this program can be expanded.

         23                 Our precinct is in need of additional

         24  equipment. The board urges and supports funding to

         25  purchase the following equipment at the 77th
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          2  Precinct.

          3                 - one unmarked police van for the

          4  Gang Unit.

          5                 - one unmarked police van.

          6                 - two telephones for Community

          7  Affairs Unit.

          8                 - one computer for Community Affairs

          9  Unit.

         10                 Housing Preservation and Development:

         11  Community No. 8 is encouraged by the scheduled

         12  development of the former 235 site on Bergen and

         13  Dean Streets between Vanderbilt and Underhill

         14  Avenues.

         15                 After many years of litigation, the

         16  Department of Housing, Preservation and Development

         17  as awarded the project to a developer that will

         18  complete the construction of new and renovation of

         19  existing homes in two phases.

         20                 We urge the City to provide all

         21  necessary funding to move this project along

         22  quickly.

         23                 The importance of the

         24  Anti-Abandonment Program in District 8 cannot be

         25  over-emphasized. The Board seeks Department of
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          2  Housing Preservation and Development Support in

          3  providing office space and separate budget for the

          4  anti-abandonment unit.

          5                 Buildings Department: The illegal use

          6  of buildings and zoning infractions are increasing.

          7  Inspections and follow-ups are needed to curtail

          8  these illegal activities. Additional construction

          9  supervisors and inspectors should be hired to

         10  inspect new buildings, handle alterations and

         11  equipment emergency complaints.

         12                 The Department for the Aging: To

         13  serve the special needs of the elderly in District

         14  8, we urge the following projects and action:

         15                 - allocate funding for a senior

         16  center in Prospect Heights.

         17                 - continue Home Energy Assistance

         18  Program, HEAP.

         19                 - providing funding for

         20  Weatherization Referral and Packaging Program, WRAP.

         21                 - continue Senior Citizens Rent

         22  Increase Exemption Program, SCRIE.

         23                 - continue Crime Prevention and

         24  Community Education Programs for the elderly.

         25                 - continue and expand the Alzhiemer's
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          2  and long term care resource for seniors.

          3                 - provide funding for

          4  Meals-on-Wheels, mobile hot meal projects to reach

          5  homebound people.

          6                 Youth: The youth population in Crown

          7  Heights is over 27,000 and growing. The Board's

          8  efforts are focused on expansion of a broad range of

          9  after-school, evening and summer programs.

         10                 Our youth should have a safe and

         11  structured environment to enjoy mentors, receive

         12  homework help, participate in recreational

         13  activities and interact with other youth in a

         14  positive way.

         15                 We urge an increase in funding for

         16  youth development programs.

         17                 Administration for Children's

         18  Services: Children are New York City's and New York

         19  State's most valuable commodity. They are our future

         20  and must be encouraged to grow into responsible

         21  adults to then prepare and guide to the next

         22  generation. Our adoption foster care program, as

         23  well as the general community are all integral

         24  partners in the gross process. Some children need to

         25  be appropriately placed with adoption of foster care
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          2  to allow them a better opportunity to develop skills

          3  and behaviors that they will need to take their

          4  place in society. The Board supports increased

          5  funding for these programs.

          6                 The Board also urges the continuation

          7  of funding for Head Start Programs and Day Care

          8  Services. The programs need to be operated and

          9  expanded in our district.

         10                 Human Resources Administration.

         11                 The Board's priorities for human

         12  resources are in the areas of teenage pregnancy and

         13  related areas of domestic violence. The lives of

         14  women and children are being destroyed due to the

         15  violence in the family. It is essential that funding

         16  be expanded to provide counseling and intervention

         17  to those who are the victims and the perpetrators of

         18  domestic violence.

         19                 Problems related to unwanted,

         20  unprepared for pregnancy, contraception, abortion,

         21  illegitimacy, the scourge of HIV and other STD's are

         22  either caused or aggravated by a lack of adequate

         23  and timely information. Additional funding is needed

         24  especially for outreach to the most at-risk

         25  populations, and to seek the participation of
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          2  non-profit privately funded community organizations

          3  should be sought to counsel teenage mothers and

          4  others on how to avoid the cycle of welfare

          5  dependency.

          6                 Health: Community Board 8 is

          7  concerned that all of its citizens that are provided

          8  with medical services. We urge funding to install an

          9  elevator and to upgrade the bathrooms at Crown

         10  Heights Health Center to meet the requirements of

         11  the Americans with Disabilities Act.

         12                 Transportation: The infrastructure of

         13  Community District 8 is an important concern to the

         14  community and this Board. The continuous high volume

         15  of traffic flow in the main thoroughfares such as,

         16  Atlantic, Franklin, Nostrand, Utica and Washington

         17  Avenues, require a high level of maintenance,

         18  frequent repairs and resurfacing or reconstruction.

         19                 We urge the Department of

         20  Transportation, DOT, to resurface the following

         21  streets:

         22                 Atlantic Avenue from Bedford to Ralph

         23  Avenue.

         24                 Pacific Street from Flatbush Avenue

         25  to Uttica.
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          2                 Park Place from Ralph Avenue to New

          3  York Avenue.

          4                 The reconstruction of the St. John's

          5  Bridge (HBKCO40) is scheduled for reconstruction in

          6  FY 2000. We await the implementation and completion

          7  of this project.

          8                 Sanitation: The cleanliness of our

          9  streets and sidewalks is a matter of great concern.

         10  Weekly recycling must be restored in our schools and

         11  communities. The Department must have sufficient

         12  personnel and equipment to keep the district clean.

         13                 We urge additional funding for the

         14  following equipment:

         15                 Two mechanical brooms.

         16                 One salt spreader for the primary bus

         17  routes and avenues.

         18                 One Sanitation car for supervision

         19  purposes.

         20                 We are convinced that these items are

         21  realistically achievable within the constraints of

         22  the City budget and that it will be implemented this

         23  year.

         24                 Environmental Protection: The Board

         25  urges funding to construct and upgrade sewers on
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          2  Sterling Place between Washington and Underhill

          3  Avenues.

          4                 Conclusion: Adequate funding for

          5  community services programs and not reductions are

          6  essential for good quality of life in our community.

          7  Without the resources necessary for repairs and

          8  improvements, the neighborhoods will deteriorate

          9  sharply, in some cases becoming subject to an

         10  extensive arson and vandalism.

         11                 Thus, there will be a negative impact

         12  on the quality of life for community residents.

         13  Community Board No. 8 is committed to the continued

         14  improvement of its district.

         15                 Respectfully submitted by Robert

         16  Matthews.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Matthews, for your testimony. We appreciate hearing

         19  from you, and I hope representatives in the rear who

         20  have listened as intentively as we did, will also

         21  carry back a portion of this message to the other

         22  side of the hall so that you will get the attention,

         23  not only at the City Council, but the attention of

         24  the Mayor who must certainly fund in large measure

         25  many of the projects that you have called for.
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          2                 Many of the projects that you have

          3  mentioned, which are projects in parks and some, for

          4  instance on housing, will be done because of the

          5  fact that we pushed for them.

          6                 MR. MATTHEWS: Yes.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Much of the reso

          8  8 monies, which we, who are Council members, have

          9  pushed through, and we will be following up on the

         10  housing that is being done on Dean Street --

         11                 MR. MATTHEWS: We are very proud of

         12  that.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: -- That is

         14  partially because, as you know, there was a contract

         15  and the developer walked away and then there was

         16  another contract and that the City finally got

         17  involved in, and that was much later, years later,

         18  and again, when the contractor found out that the

         19  City was going to do something he went into court to

         20  fight for the contract that had not been completed.

         21                 We were working on that and finally

         22  we had an agreement with HPD and those houses were

         23  to be rebuilt. Those homes were being purchased by

         24  those people, the City wasn't giving them anything,

         25  they were giving the developer land, but the people
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          2  were paying a substantial sum for those homes.

          3                 Subsequently there are people who are

          4  doing the houses now and the concern is for those

          5  people who paid money for those houses, and a

          6  substantial downpayment, and they said, well, the

          7  price has gone up now, we should increase the amount

          8  of the cost because everything has gone up. My

          9  response is you can't do that, because there is a

         10  contract and the contract calls for one dollar, a

         11  different dollar figure.

         12                 So, I think in many instances what we

         13  want and what we get depends on how much we are

         14  prepared to do in order to get things done.

         15                 We believe that a lot of the things

         16  you have asked for and suggest is a big ticket item,

         17  many big ticket items. So, Community Board 8, just

         18  as all of us when we get ready to do the budget, we

         19  sit down and we say this is what we want, this is

         20  what we need, this is what we have to have and our

         21  districts being large, we go across the Board in

         22  terms of all of the areas that we must cover, and

         23  somebody says but how can you get that much of a

         24  budget when there are 51 members all with needs for

         25  their areas to be covered, plus there are things
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          2  that are Citywide and we have to work with all of

          3  those.

          4                 So, I think we have heard you and we

          5  certainly will assist in all of the projects we can.

          6  We believe, just as you do, in the Brooklyn

          7  Children's Museum, and Sanitation, but we are going

          8  to need your help in getting many of those things

          9  done, and we know you will be there when it is

         10  necessary to be there.

         11                 MR. MATTHEWS: We certainly will.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: The time is now.

         13                 MR. MATTHEWS: We appreciate your

         14  concern and your help and we certainly hope that the

         15  Council will certainly hear our cry.

         16                 Thank you so much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Remember the

         18  Council members here, she is going to be yelling for

         19  Queens, she will help but she has got to deliver for

         20  Queens.

         21                 MR. MATTHEWS: Okay.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: And the largest

         23  community board in the City is in her district.

         24                 MR. MATTHEWS: I see.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So, if she
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          2  delivers for Brooklyn, Queens is going to ask her

          3  what is wrong with you. So, that creates a problem.

          4  But as a board, as a community, as a Council, this

          5  Council is a principal body, in that when it comes

          6  to education, when it comes to health care, when it

          7  comes to aging, we don't allow the barriers to keep

          8  us from doing what we believe to be right.

          9                 MR. MATTHEWS: Yes, I understand that.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

         11                 MR. MATTHEWS: Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Donald J. Young.

         13                 Mr. Young, we can only give you a few

         14  minutes because we have been in session since 11:00,

         15  so if you could sum up in about two minutes what you

         16  have to say, or you give us a copy, we can put this

         17  in the record, but we cannot --

         18                 MR. YOUNG: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: While we are

         20  waiting for the material to be disseminated, I would

         21  like you to read into the record that Community

         22  Board No. 10 from Queens, and Community Board No. 4

         23  could not be present but their testimony has been

         24  given, sent to us and will be included in the

         25  record.
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          2                 Also I would like to advise you that

          3  earlier I identified all of the Council members who

          4  were present, but I did not have a list of the

          5  Sergeant-At-Arms, and we could not do what we do

          6  without the assistance and support of the

          7  Sergeant-At-Arms, so Sergeant Joseph Servente,

          8  Rafael Perez and Nick Economou. We would like to

          9  thank each of you for your assistance and service

         10  because we could not do this without you.

         11                 Yes, sir.

         12                 MR. YOUNG: Good afternoon, members of

         13  the City Council.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Good afternoon.

         15                 MR. YOUNG: My name is Donald Young.

         16  My purpose is to encourage you to take time and

         17  focus your attention on the infrastructure of our

         18  democracy, our City electoral system.

         19                 The Board of Elections and its

         20  service to 3 million New York City voters usually

         21  draws criticism immediately after primary and

         22  general elections, but except for its annual

         23  appearance before you requesting budget restoration,

         24  its profile is very low.

         25                 If our democracy and the voting
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          2  system it requires is sacred, its sacredness will be

          3  immediately evident to voters at their polling

          4  sites. It would be hypocritical for elected

          5  representatives and citizens to call the Board to

          6  task for its failures if they take no interest and

          7  fail to fund the board adequately.

          8                 It is the responsibility of City

          9  officials to assure citizens a positive voting

         10  experience.

         11                 First comes the questions of staffing

         12  accommodations. Is the recruited election day staff

         13  competent? Can staff speak, understand, read and

         14  write the languages of the voters?

         15                 Are staff fully acquainted with

         16  Election Day terminology and have they been trained,

         17  drilled and tested sufficiently to carry out their

         18  services to the voters?

         19                 Is the polling place equipped and

         20  prepared to ensure a fair election?

         21                 You must know that old mechanical

         22  lever machines in current use are no longer

         23  manufactured and if they break down, parts from

         24  older machines must be salvaged to repair them.

         25                 The City is forced to manage with one
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          2  less machine for every machine it cannot repair and

          3  reductions seem evident.

          4                 On primary day, 9/15/98, due to the

          5  design limitations of existing machines, all party

          6  contests in the 30th assembly district of Queens

          7  could not be accommodated on one machine.

          8                 So, polling site staff are instructed

          9  to redirect registered members of one political

         10  party appearing at their 136 election district

         11  tables at 27 voting sites to a separate voting

         12  machine at each site designated for them to vote.

         13                 In the judgement of many, this voting

         14  machine inadequacy forced a practical decision, one

         15  which compromised the right of citizens to a private

         16  vote. With six new parties achieving ballot status

         17  in the last general election, there is an urgent

         18  need to procure new machines, since the present ones

         19  can accommodate only four parties.

         20                 I urge you to use this time before

         21  the next election to correct these problems.

         22                 Thank you for your attention and

         23  vigilance.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you so

         25  very much for your testimony.
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          2                 I am speaking quickly, because my

          3  colleague has a far longer journey than I, but I

          4  want to tell you, one thing we did today and what we

          5  have done, we have visited the Board of Elections.

          6  We have discussed the various things that you have

          7  mentioned, and even today we mentioned the fact that

          8  with the enlarged number of parties, the ability of

          9  the machine to handle that.

         10                 Secondly, we talked about the people

         11  who are inspectors. They have solicited inspectors,

         12  they train the inspectors, they pay them to come

         13  out. You cannot help it at that 5:00 or 5:30 in the

         14  morning someone does not show up, that is a

         15  counterflaw that we have as a people sometimes, but

         16  it happens.

         17                 What we have suggested as of today

         18  was that the trainee be expanded and the information

         19  to the public be expanded so that we have often to

         20  have training or at least information in every one

         21  of our communities, in Queens, in Brooklyn, the

         22  Bronx, Manhattan, Staten Island, so that, one, they

         23  will go before the public and hear from the public,

         24  and tell them what the problems they have and how

         25  they managed, about the problems with personnel and
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          2  show them how they are improving the electoral

          3  process.

          4                 The final thing I think I would say

          5  is this: In the question of the machines, they have

          6  been told by others that they can get the parts to

          7  repair this current machine, and that machine should

          8  last for a number of years.

          9                 They have a machine, and we saw this

         10  machine demonstrated, it was ready to go, and it is

         11  a wonderful machine, they cannot use it because

         12  there is a court challenge to the use of that

         13  machine.

         14                 If that machine was in use, school

         15  board elections would be on that machine. Every

         16  election would be on that machine. No problem. Until

         17  that court challenge is satisfied, they cannot

         18  proceed to that level, they want to do that. We want

         19  them to do what you want them to you. We have your

         20  name, if you will give us your telephone number or

         21  how we can communicate with you, we would gladly

         22  maintain that contact, we would also, if there is a

         23  meeting in your borough, make sure that you are

         24  aware of it so that you can participate or attend.

         25                 MR. YOUNG: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: The meeting of

          3  Governmental Operations, seeing that there are no

          4  further witnesses who would like to testify, is

          5  adjourned.

          6                 (Following testimony was read into

          7  the record.)

          8  Testimony of:

          9  Rose Pepe

         10  District Manager

         11  Community Board No. 10, Queens

         12

         13                 Statement made before the Committee

         14  on Governmental Operations on Monday, March 8, 1999,

         15  at 2:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall,

         16  2nd Floor, New York, New York, regarding Fiscal Year

         17  2000 Preliminary Budget.

         18                 Good afternoon, Council Members and

         19  distinguished guests. My name is Rose Pepe, District

         20  Manager of Community Board 10 which represents South

         21  Ozone Park, Ozone Park, South Richmond Hill and

         22  Howard Beach.

         23                 We look forward to your assistance:

         24                 In expediting the design process for

         25  HW988A, the very dangerous configuration of Linden

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            53

          1  COMMUNITY BOARDS

          2  Boulevard where it merges with South Conduit Avenue.

          3                 There has been no movement of this

          4  longstanding project which would correct this

          5  hazardous condition. The certification by City

          6  Planning of Lindenwood commons, a development of

          7  retail stores and a supermarket will draw additional

          8  vehicular traffic to the area increasing the amount

          9  of motorists using this dangerous merge.

         10                 In having aqueduct rezoned from C8-1

         11  to A C1 or C2 along with R3-2 and R4 zone as agreed

         12  upon in the completed plan.

         13                 The need for additional uniformed

         14  officers assigned to the 106th Precinct to permit

         15  additional visibility, more timely response to

         16  constituent telephone requests, and to address the

         17  quality of life issues. Recent assignments by the

         18  Department have not increased personnel at the 106th

         19  yet other precincts receive additional officers. We

         20  are seeking your support so that the 106th will have

         21  a full compliment of officers.

         22                 The much needed collection by

         23  Sanitation of school refuse five days a week, 4:00

         24  p.m. to 12:00 a.m. to continue.

         25                 These projects are necessary in
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          2  assuring the continual quality of life of the

          3  surrounding residential community.

          4                 Restore funds for youth and cultural

          5  affairs.

          6                 As you are aware, the budget for

          7  youth and cultural affairs have been cut. We support

          8  these two agencies and are requesting that funding

          9  be restored.

         10                 Our community boarders JFK Airport

         11  and it is important that we remain included in the

         12  clean air and water study.

         13                 Expense items: Increase funding for

         14  the hiring of additional personnel for forestry

         15  division for the pruning of trees and stump removal

         16  and DOT for POT hole crews.

         17                 I join with my fellow district

         18  managers in seeking your support in relieving the

         19  boards of the cost of telephone bills and service

         20  contracts for office equipment which have escalated

         21  to the point of being unaffordable.

         22                 (End of written testimony.)

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 4:40 p.m.)

         24

         25
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 8th day of March 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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