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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to reconvene the Subcommittee on

          4  Zoning and Franchises. As you recall, we recessed

          5  yesterday to lay over the vote on one item.

          6                 Joining me this morning are members

          7  of the Committee Larry Seabrook, Mike McMahon,

          8  Melinda Katz, Christine Quinn.

          9                 The item that we laid over was Land

         10  Use number 620, C050210 ZSM. Application by Fluency

         11  LLC, for the granting of a special permit to modify

         12  use regulations to allow retail uses on the ground

         13  floor and seller of an existing six-story building

         14  on property located at 525 Broom Street, in an M1-5B

         15  district.

         16                 As you will recall from yesterday,

         17  Council Member Quinn was working diligently with the

         18  developer to work out certain details, and we have

         19  that modification now. Would you like to read it, or

         20  do you want me to read it?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Oh, no, you

         22  actually can. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Okay. The

         24  modification, the special permit in this instance is

         25  a use group 6, and the modification will now exclude
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          2  certain provisions within the use group 6, and I'll

          3  read them.

          4                 Under Section C of retail or service

          5  establishments, the following will be excluded in

          6  this instance:

          7                 Eating or drinking establishments

          8  with entertainment but not dancing, with a capacity

          9  of 200 persons or less.

         10                 And eating or drinking establishments

         11  with musical entertainment but not dancing with a

         12  capacity of 200 persons or less.

         13                 And subsection E clubs, the following

         14  paragraph will be excluded from the use group 6,

         15  "non-commercial clubs without restrictions on

         16  activities or facilities, except for any activity or

         17  use listed within the definitions of either adult,

         18  physical culture establishments, or physical culture

         19  or health establishments, in Section 12-10."

         20                 That will be the modification. We

         21  obviously have to send this back to -- don't ask me

         22  to read that again.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes, I didn't

         24  get all that, could you repeat that, Mr. Chairman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: We will approve
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          2  this modification and then it has to go back to City

          3  Planning or come back to us.

          4                 I'd like to call on Council Member

          5  Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

          7                 I mean, one, I want to thank Chris

          8  and Gale and all of the staff and the chair for

          9  their work on this issue and for giving us the

         10  little extra time we needed.

         11                 The bottom line is that Broom Street

         12  is a small part of SoHo I have in my district,

         13  everyone knows it's very congested and tight there,

         14  and the proprietor, the applicant said they're going

         15  to have a basically white tablecloth-type restaurant

         16  that would not be a disturbance, so the people in

         17  the building wanted to just lock that in so that the

         18  permit they got only granted them the right to do

         19  that, and nothing else that might be a potential,

         20  you know, disturbance, noise, et cetera.

         21                 So, we were able to really lock that

         22  down with this modification, and would urge the

         23  Committee's support.

         24                 I want to thank for the record the

         25  law firm of Sheldon Labelle, who worked with the
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          2  applicant who worked very, very hard to get it

          3  exactly right to give the neighborhood the

          4  protection they wanted, and want to thank again Kate

          5  Seeley Kirk from my office, who did a great job

          6  getting this process to completion. And I hope

          7  everybody will be able to support this. Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Any other

          9  comments from Committee members? With that, I'll ask

         10  counsel to call the vote. Chair recommends approval

         11  of the modification.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

          3  five in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

          4  no abstentions, the aforementioned item is approved

          5  as modified and referred to the full Committee.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          7  everybody. That closes this meeting of the

          8  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 10:20 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of December 2005.
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