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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of parking meter regulations on Sundays. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-163.1

INTRODUCTION


On February 17,  2005,  the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 351.   Int. No. 351 would amend chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of  New York by adding a new section 19-163.1 that would suspend parking meter regulations on Sundays.

BACKGROUND
The City’s Department of Transportation currently regulates metered parking on Sundays.  However, city residents who participate in religious services on Sundays have complained that such a regulation disrupts church services.   For example, some worshippers have to interrupt their religious services in order to put money in the meter.   The regulation of parking spaces through meters serves to manage the use of such space to provide mobility, accessibility, and flexibility among motorists, especially on the weekdays and Saturdays when City residents work and carry out commerce and daily chores.  

While a busier society over the past twenty-five years has seen a growth in the amount of non-leisure activity occurring on Sunday,  for many New Yorkers Sunday is still considered “a day of rest” to gather with family members and with friends and acquaintances at local community institutions, including churches.  The regulation of parking on Sunday through the use of meters severely inconveniences and sometimes significantly disrupts such gatherings.  

The Committee is considering Int. No. 351 to address the problem of regulated metered parking on Sundays.    

ANALYSIS

Int. No. 351 amends chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of 

New York by adding a new section 19-163.1.    This section, entitled “Sunday suspension of parking meters,” would suspend on Sundays any time limitations and payment requirements in parking meter zones, as indicated on meters and other timing devices  and on official signs.  

The local law  would take effect thirty days after its enactment into law and would require the Commissioner of Transportation to take all actions necessary prior to the effective date in order for the law to be successfully implemented on its effective date.  
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