Summary of Testimony From Former Ringling Employees Archele Hundley, Garrison Christianson, and Robert Tom

Archele Hundley is a mother of five who lives in West Virginia. Ms. Hundley worked on the animal crew of Ringling’s red unit from April through June 2006. She cared primarily for the horses and miniature horses. She quit the circus because the daily animal abuse was too upsetting and her complaints to management were ignored. She witnessed Ringling handlers hit, punch, beat, and whip elephants and horses. She saw a miniature horse get punched in the face at least two times with such force that it would have knocked a full-grown man to the ground. She saw a horse stabbed with a pitchfork. In Tulsa, Okla., Ms. Hundley saw the head trainer beat an elephant for 30 to 45 minutes, causing the elephant to bleed profusely from numerous wounds.

Garrison Christianson worked on the animal crew of Ringling’s red unit for seven months and provided care to the llamas, cows, goats, and ponies. He was discharged from the circus and believes that his threat to report the animal abuse to authorities outside Ringling made management look for excuses to fire him. He was never written up for anything related to animal care during his employment. Mr. Christianson witnessed the head elephant trainer beat a chained elephant in Tulsa, Okla. In Oklahoma City, he witnessed the beating of a horse with the metal end of a lead and later found slash marks under the horse’s chin and on his neck. Mr. Christianson was warned to stay away from some elephants because they were very dangerous and unpredictable. Nothing was ever done about his complaints to the general manager, the head elephant trainer, and another manager about animal abuse. The vet tech told Mr. Christianson that circus management knows in advance every time the USDA is coming to inspect. Mr. Christianson states that the only time the animals are unloaded from the boxcars during travel is on longer three- to four-day trips and that—despite foul odors that are strong enough to burn the animals’ eyes and noses—the boxcars are not hosed during these stops. 

Robert Tom lives in Kentucky with his wife, Margaret. Both worked for Ringling for nearly two years. Mr. Tom cared for the horses, goats, zebras, camels, and cows, and his wife worked backstage with props. He believes that he and his wife were fired because of his complaints about the animal abuse. Mr. Tom was never reprimanded until he complained about the abuse.  He saw handlers, including the head elephant trainer, aggressively hooking elephants daily for no reason other than to keep them afraid. He says that handlers frequently punctured the elephants’ skin with bullhooks and that the circus kept a bag of topsoil in the elephant area to cover bullhook injuries. Handlers would grab a handful of the dirt and rub it into the wound to hide it. Mr. Tom witnessed violent beatings of both elephants and horses. He observed the Tulsa, Okla., bullhook beating of an elephant that lasted 30 minutes. Mr. Tom said that the elephants spend approximately 90 to 95 percent of their time chained and that just about the only time that they are not chained is when the public is around.

