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INT. NO. 697-A:	By Council Members Nurse, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Louis, Avilés, Brooks-Powers, Salaam, Sanchez, Williams, Banks, Restler, Cabán, Ossé, Hanks, Menin, Hudson, Hanif, Narcisse and Schulman (by request of the Brooklyn Borough President)
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of sanitation to conduct waste characterization studies
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends section 16-316.1

I. INTRODUCTION

On January 23, 2025, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, held a hearing and voted on Int. No. 697-A, sponsored by Council Member Sandy Nurse, in relation to requiring the department of sanitation to conduct waste characterization studies. The Committee previously heard Int. No. 697-A at a hearing on September 25, 2024, where it received testimony from representatives of the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”), environmental advocates, and interested members of the public.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  More information about this legislation can be accessed online at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584182&GUID=AE01EE1D-1CB7-4545-9C2A-17D39AEDF46B&Options=ID|Text|&Search=697-2024. ] 

Update: On Thursday, January 23, 2025, the Committee adopted Intro. No. 697-A by a vote of 11 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and 0 abstentions.

II. BACKGROUND
Pursuant to local law, DSNY has conducted several studies to characterize the local waste stream from residences and institutions (schools and NYCHA), and has reported on such “waste characterization studies” to the Council and Mayor.[footnoteRef:2] By sampling loads of solid waste dumped by DSNY collection trucks at transfer stations or recycling facilities, then separating, categorizing, and weighing the waste by material categories based on specific characteristics or criteria, DSNY’s reports have provided insights into the management of the City’s waste and can help the City refine and improve its recycling programs. The report on the latest study was submitted in January of 2024, and local law does not currently require DSNY to conduct any future studies. [2:  See, N.Y.C. Admin. Code, § 16-316.1; see also, Waste Characterization Studies, DSNY (last accessed Jan. 22, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/resources/reports/waste-characterization.page. ] 

 
III. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 697-A would require DSNY to conduct and submit reports on two waste characterization studies, the first of which would examine the composition of the DSNY-managed residential and institutional waste streams and be due by January 31, 2028, and the second of which would examine the composition of NYC’s commercial waste stream, to the extent that information about such composition is readily available to DSNY, and be due by January 31, 2032. This local law would take effect immediately.
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Int. No. 697-A

By Council Members Nurse, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Louis, Avilés, Brooks-Powers, Salaam, Sanchez, Williams, Banks, Restler, Cabán, Ossé, Hanks, Menin, Hudson, Hanif, Narcisse and Schulman (by request of the Brooklyn Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of sanitation to conduct waste characterization studies
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 16-316.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 40 for the year 2010, is amended to read as follows: 
§ 16-316.1 Waste characterization study. a. The commissioner shall complete follow-up studies to the studies performed in [two thousand five] 2005 regarding the characteristics of the city’s residential and institutional waste streams for department-managed solid waste on or before January [thirty-first, two thousand twelve] 31, 2012, and on or before January [thirty-first, two thousand eighteen] 31, 2018. The results of each such study and an analysis of those results shall be submitted to the council and the mayor within [sixty] 60 days of their completion.
b. On or before January [thirty-first, two thousand twenty-four] 31, 2024, the commissioner shall complete a detailed, comprehensive citywide multi-season study of the city’s residential and institutional waste streams for the purpose of determining the composition of the waste stream characterized by type of material. The results of such study and an analysis of those results shall be submitted to the council and the mayor within [sixty] 60 days of its completion.
c. 1. No later than January 31, 2028, in addition to the studies required by subdivisions a and b of this section, the commissioner shall conduct a detailed, comprehensive citywide multi-season study of the department-managed residential and institutional waste streams for the purpose of determining the composition of such waste streams characterized by type of material.  
2. No later than January 31, 2032, the commissioner shall conduct a study of the composition of the commercial waste stream in the city, including construction and demolition debris, to the extent that information about such composition is readily available to the department.
d. Within 60 days of the completion of each study conducted pursuant to subdivision c of this section, the commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the council and the mayor and post on the department’s website the results of such study and an analysis of those results.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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