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INT. NO. 203:
By:
Council Members Provenzano, Addabbo, Baez, Clarke, Comrie, Davis, Gerson, Lopez, Nelson, Recchia, Rivera, Weprin and Lanza (by request of the Mayor); also Council Member Seabrook

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 27-929 by adding a new subdivision (c), amends section 27-954 by adding a new subdivision (aa), adds a new table 17-2 to article 4 of subchapter 17 of chapter 1 and adds a new subdivision (e) to section 27-4066.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the installation of fire sprinklers in connection with the below-grade storage of flammable and combustible mixtures in mercantile occupancies.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

Today the Committee is conducting its first hearing on Int. No. 203.  This bill was drafted in response to a fire that occurred on June 17, 2001 in Astoria Queens on Father’s Day, which took the lives of three firefighters.  The fire and an explosion occurred in the basement of a hardware store where flammables and combustibles were being stored and resulted in the deaths of Firefighters John Downing of Ladder 163, Brian Fahey of Rescue Company 4 and Harry Ford also of Rescue Company 4.  It is believed that the fire was accidentally started when two boys who were in the rear yard near the building unintentionally knocked over a canister with gasoline that trickled into the store’s basement where it was ignited by a pilot light.  The blast from the explosion injured more than 50 people, including firefighters, police officers and other rescue workers.
  Although there were many factors that contributed to the fire, including fumes emanating from the flammables and combustibles stored in the basement, there was no sprinkler system in the basement to help contain the fire.  Hence this bill was introduced with the support of fire officials to impose new sprinkler requirements and to require 2-hour fire-separation walls in new and existing buildings to address below-grade areas in “mercantile establishments” where flammables, combustibles, varnishes and lacquers are stored.  It is hoped that these new mandates would help to reduce the spread of fires and save lives in the future.

Int. No. 203

Bill section one amends section 27-929 of the Code by adding a new subdivision (c) to mandate the installation of automatic fire sprinklers in existing spaces in a basement, cellar or other below grade location of a mercantile establishment where the Fire Commissioner permits the storage of flammable or combustible mixtures.  This provision applies retroactively and such existing spaces must have the required sprinkler systems installed by April 30, 2005.

Bill section two amends section 27-954 of the Code by adding a new subdivision (aa) to add to the list of areas for which a system of automatic sprinklers is required spaces in a basement, cellar or other below grade location of a mercantile establishment where the Fire Commissioner permits the storage of flammable or combustible mixtures.  The bill also mandates the installation of automatic fire sprinklers in existing spaces of this kind.  Such system of automatic sprinklers shall be required only in the room or area where such flammables or combustibles are stored but such room or area shall also be segregated vertically and horizontally from surrounding spaces by a separation with a two-hour fire resistance.

Bill section three amends Table 17-2 of Title 27 which provides a quick summary reference for when automatic sprinklers are required.  This table is amended to provide for the new sprinkler requirements for mercantile establishments in spaces below grade where flammables or combustibles are stored.

Bill section four amends section 27-4066 to add a new subdivision (e) to that section of the Fire Prevention Code that deals with the transportation, storage and sale of flammable mixtures to provide for a system of automatic sprinklers in mercantile establishments in the room or area where such flammables are stored below grade and further provides for the vertical and horizontal segregation of such room or area.

Bill section five amends section 27-4070 to add a new subdivision (d) to that section of the Fire Prevention Code that deals with the transportation, storage and sale of combustible mixtures to provide for a system of automatic sprinklers in mercantile establishments in the room or area where such combustibles are stored below grade and further provides for the vertical and horizontal segregation of such room or area.

Bill section six letters the existing section 27-4094 of the Fire Prevention Code dealing with paints, varnishes and lacquers as subdivision (a).

Bill section seven then amends section 27-4094 to add a new subdivision (b) to that section of the Fire Prevention Code that deals with paints, varnishes and lacquers and like substances to provide for a system of automatic sprinklers in mercantile establishments in the room or area where such substances are stored below grade and further provides for the vertical and horizontal segregation of such room or area.

Finally, bill section eight contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law would immediately take effect upon its enactment but allows existing mercantile establishments until April 30, 2005 to be brought into compliance with this law.

� See � HYPERLINK http://www.rescue4.com/fathersdayfund.htm ��http://www.rescue4.com/fathersdayfund.htm�.
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