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	A Resolution recognizing April 13 annually as Borinqueneers Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and wartime contributions of the U.S. Army’s 65th Infantry Regiment and their lasting legacy



I. INTRODUCTION

On Wednesday, December 6, 2023, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Chi Ossé, will hold a hearing and vote on Resolution Number (Res. No.) 813, sponsored by Council Member Amanda Farías, recognizing April 13 annually as Borinqueneers Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and wartime contributions of the U.S. Army's 65th Infantry Regiment and their lasting legacy. The Committee will also vote on Proposed Introduction Number (Int. No.) 1184-A, sponsored by Council Member Ossé, to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the Commissioner of Cultural Affairs (Commissioner) to report annually on the Department of Cultural Affairs’ (Department) funding of art and cultural organizations and institutions, and on Res. No. 586, sponsored by Council Member Nantasha Williams, designating May 10 annually as National Pan-Hellenic Council Day in the City of New York to recognize the contributions made to social change by members of nine Black sororities and fraternities, known as the Divine Nine. Int. No. 1184 and Res. No. 568 were originally heard on September 26, 2023.

II. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 

Proposed Int. No. 1184-A

	This bill would require the Commissioner to submit to the Speaker of the Council and post on the Department’s website a report containing information regarding the Department’s spending to support art and cultural organizations and institutions, as well as the Department’s spending on direct agency expenses. This bill would require the report to include the Council District, ZIP code, and community board for each organization. 
	Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. This bill was also amended to require the Commissioner to report demographic information pertaining to the communities served by Department-funded arts and cultural organizations. Such information would include race/ethnicity, age, disability status, and sexual orientation, if known to the Department. Additionally, the Commissioner would be required to report demographic information pertaining to the leaders of such organizations, if disclosed to the Department for purposes of the report. 


	Proposed Int. No. 1184-A

By Council Members Ossé, Gutiérrez, Louis, Schulman, Hanif, Nurse, Won, Menin, Abreu, Riley, Brewer, Krishnan, Cabán, Ung, Marte, Hudson and Rivera 

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the commissioner of cultural affairs to report annually on department funding of art and cultural organizations and institutions

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

	Section 1. Chapter 67 the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 2510 to read as follows:
	§ 2510. Funding for arts and cultural organizations and institutions. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:	
Capacity-building funding. The term “capacity-building funding” means funding to help small, community-based organizations serving low-to-moderate income populations provide arts or cultural programming to members of the public.
	Capital funding. The term “capital funding” means funding to support design and construction projects or to purchase or lease major equipment or machinery, such as vehicles or computers.
	Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of cultural affairs.
	Cultural institution funding. The term “cultural institution funding” means funding provided to a cultural institution in the cultural institutions group.
	Cultural institutions group. The term “cultural institutions group” has the same meaning as set forth in section 2507.
	Department. The term “department” means the department of cultural affairs.
	Program funding. The term “program funding” means grant funding for a nonprofit organization to provide arts or cultural programming to members of the public. 
	b. No later than September 30, 2024, and no later than September 30 of each year thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the department’s website, a report on funding provided by the department to arts and cultural organizations and institutions during the prior fiscal year. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information:
	1. The name of each organization or institution that received funds from the department during the prior fiscal year, and for each such organization or institution:
	(a) The zip code, borough, community board, and council district in which such organization or institution’s offices are located;
[bookmark: _Hlk152070528]	(b) The amount of funds the department provided to such organization or institution during such fiscal year, and for each such amount, the type of funds provided, including but not limited to program funding, cultural institution funding, capital funding, and capacity-building funding;
[bookmark: _Hlk152070957]	(c)  If provided to the department, the percentage of individuals served by such organization or institution that identify as (i) Black, indigenous, or people of color, including individuals who identify as Native American, Native Hawaiian, Alaskan Native, Desi, Asian, Pacific Islander, Chicanx, or Latinx, (ii) immigrants, (iii) people with disabilities, (iv) seniors, or (v) lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, or asexual; and	
(d) The name of the leader of such organization or institution and the demographic information of such leader, if such information is disclosed to the department for purposes of the report required by this subdivision; 	
2. The total amount of funds used for staff and operating costs of the department during the prior fiscal year;
	3. A summary description of any trends or significant changes to funding provided by the department to arts and cultural organizations and institutions; and 
	4. A description of any challenges to obtaining data needed to produce the report required by this subdivision.
	§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.


Session 12
BM/CY
LS# 13056
11/28/2023 8:22pm

Session 11
ACK
LS#2164
1/2/2018 4:34pm






























Res. No. 568

Resolution designating May 10 annually as National Pan-Hellenic Council Day in the City of New York to recognize the contributions made to social change by members of nine Black sororities and fraternities, known as the Divine Nine.

By Council Members Williams, Riley, Farías, Brooks-Powers and Rivera

Whereas, The National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) is the coordinating body of Black Greek-Letter Organizations of college-educated women and men committed to “community awareness and action through educational, economic, and cultural service activities”; and
Whereas, NPHC was founded on May 10, 1930, at Howard University by five chartering organizations—Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity; and
Whereas, NPHC then added four more organizations to its membership—Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity in 1931, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority in 1937, and Iota Phi Theta Fraternity in 1997—later becoming known affectionately as the “Divine Nine”; and 
Whereas, Each NPHC sorority and fraternity grew out of a time when Blacks were denied fundamental rights and when Black college students too often felt isolated by their race or social class on college campuses; and 
Whereas, NPHC’s powerful motto “Until We Are All Free” made its purpose clear; and 
Whereas, NPHC sororities and fraternities began to work together to create social programs that would bring about the social change that their members wanted to see for themselves, for their peers, for Blacks across the nation, and for the nation itself; and 
Whereas, NPHC expects that, after graduation, members of its nine sororities and fraternities will join a graduate chapter and continue to be active in community work dedicated to positive social change wherever they live; and
Whereas, NPHC currently oversees 97 collegiate councils and 172 alumnae/alumni councils (including one for Greater New York) across 40 states and in other countries; and
Whereas, Members of NPHC sororities and fraternities have made significant contributions to the advancement of civil rights, including W.E.B. DuBois, Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, and Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 
Whereas, Members of NPHC sororities and fraternities have made significant contributions in performing arts, including Ben Vereen, Ava DuVernay, Sheryl Lee Ralph, Wanda Sykes, and Phylicia Rashad; and
Whereas, Members of NPHC sororities and fraternities have made significant contributions in literature, including Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Nikki Giovanni; and
Whereas, Members of NPHC sororities and fraternities have made significant contributions in government service, including Thurgood Marshall, Andrew Young, and Vice President Kamala Harris; and
Whereas, In speaking to a convention of her Alpha Kappa Alpha sorors in July 2022, Vice President Harris, a proud Howard University graduate, noted that the Divine Nine were “founded to create lasting bonds of community” and that all of the founders “were acutely aware we needed to build networks of support for young Black men and women who attend college in America”; and 
Whereas, Vice President Harris, recalling a photograph of President Harry S. Truman from 1950, remarked that President Truman “was meeting with representatives from the National Pan-Hellenic Council, which included a member of our sorority, to talk about ending employment discrimination in America” and that “members of the Divine Nine have always made sure Black voices are in the rooms where decisions are being made…and [that] we will always fight for what our communities need and for the best of who we are as a nation”; and
Whereas, Vice President Harris concluded her remarks by noting that “through our sisterhood, we teach that there is no barrier we cannot break and there is no obstacle we cannot overcome”; and 
Whereas, Today, members of the Divine Nine continue a legacy of breaking barriers and overcoming obstacles in the service of social change; and 
Whereas, Members of the Divine Nine in federal government service from New York City (NYC) include Brooklynites Shirley Chisholm, the first Black woman elected to the United States House of Representatives (1969-1983), and Hakeem Jeffries, the first Black Minority Leader of the House of Representatives; and  
Whereas, Members of the Divine Nine in local government service in NYC include Adrienne Adams, the first Black woman elected as the Speaker of the New York City Council, as well as other current and former Council members; and 
Whereas, The designation of a day is fitting to commemorate the founding of the NPHC and the community work that is done by Divine Nine members in NYC and in communities across the nation; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York designates May 10 annually as National Pan-Hellenic Council Day in the City of New York to recognize the contributions made to social change by members of nine Black sororities and fraternities, known as the Divine Nine.
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Res. No. 813

Resolution recognizing April 13 annually as Borinqueneers Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and wartime contributions of the U.S. Army’s 65th Infantry Regiment and their lasting legacy.

By Council Members Farías, Ayala, Salamanca, Velázquez, Won, Lee, Holden, Rivera, Avilés, Stevens, Brooks-Powers, Hudson, Gutiérrez and Cabán

Whereas, In 1899, Congress authorized the formation of Puerto Rico’s Battalion of Volunteer Infantry, a unit of men primarily from the island of Puerto Rico, which had just become a territory of the United States (U.S.); and 
Whereas, In 1908, the Battalion became a regiment in the regular U.S. Army; and
Whereas, Lieutenant Teófilo Marxuach’s unit from the regiment fired warning shots at a German supply ship trying to leave San Juan Bay, thus marking the first U.S. shots of World War I; and
Whereas, Later in World War I, the regiment impressively defended the Panama Canal Zone; and
Whereas, After the regiment’s return to Puerto Rico, it was renamed as the 65th Infantry Regiment; and
Whereas, The 65th Infantry Regiment served with distinction during World War II in North Africa, France, and Germany; and
Whereas, After war in Korea broke out, the 65th Infantry Regiment was sent quickly and arrived in Pusan in 1950, thereafter engaging honorably in many battles during the harsh winter, including fighting off the Chinese People’s Liberation Army in the Chosin Reservoir in order to free the trapped U.S. Army’s First Battalion; and
Whereas, The 65th Infantry Regiment protected redeployed Marines in what would become the last battalion-sized bayonet assault in U.S. military history; and 
Whereas, During the Korean campaign, the 65th Infantry Regiment became known as the Borinqueneers, a name taken from the Taino word for their homeland; and
Whereas, In praising the Borinqueneers, General Douglas MacArthur, who had the Regiment under his command, said that they “give daily proofs on the battlefields of Korea of their courage, determination and resolute will to victory” and that they “are writing a brilliant record of heroism in battle”; and
Whereas, In spite of great praise from U.S. and Korean military leaders, in 1952, 91 Borinqueneers were court-martialed and jailed for not following orders they deemed insulting and unnecessarily risky; and
Whereas, After backlash from Puerto Rico’s government, the U.S. Congress, and the public, the U.S. Army pardoned the Borinqueneers expeditiously and blamed poorly trained and inexperienced new officers, who had trouble communicating with the soldiers, needlessly dangerous military tactics, and ethnic prejudice, which was evident both in and out of battle, for the regrettable courts-martial; and 
Whereas, The Borinqueneers were cleared by an internal U.S. Army investigation, many hoped for a more substantial vindication, which would finally come more than 60 years later; and 
Whereas, On May 29, 2014, the New York City Council adopted Resolution Number 103, “urging Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.1726 and S.1174, to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers”; and
Whereas, On June 10, 2014, President Barack Obama signed these bills into law, awarding the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest honor given by Congress, to the Borinqueneers and noting that it is “a proud day for all those whose lives they saved and whose freedom they defended” and that the Borinqueneers have “earned a hallowed place in our history”; and
Whereas, On April 13, 2016, Speaker of the House Paul Ryan actually presented the Congressional Gold Medal to the Borinqueneers and remarked that these men “showed us time and again that, courage does not know color”; and
Whereas, In addition to the Congressional Gold Medal, the Borinqueneers have earned 10 Distinguished Service Crosses, more than 250 Silver Stars, more than 600 Bronze Stars, and more than 2,700 Purple Hearts, along with commendations from the Republic of Korea, while suffering over 1,500 casualties and over 2,600 wounded; and
Whereas, Section 1088 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (P.L. 116-283) supported the designation of National Borinqueneers Day and recognized the “bravery, service, and sacrifice of the Puerto Rican soldiers of the 65th Infantry Regiment in the armed conflicts of the United States in the 20th and 21st centuries”; and
Whereas, Section 1088 urges Americans on National Borinqueneers Day to participate in activities that celebrate the “distinguished service” and “significant contributions to United States history” of the Borinqueneers and that “pay tribute to the sacrifices made and adversities overcome by Puerto Rican and Hispanic members of the Armed Forces”; and
Whereas, Since 2021, April 13 has been officially recognized by Congress as National Borinqueneers Day; 
Whereas, According to U.S. Census estimates for 2019, New York City (NYC) has a population of more than 650,000 people of Puerto Rican origin, or about 8 percent of NYC’s total population; and 
Whereas, On July 13, 2023, at an annual Gracie Mansion celebration of Puerto Rican heritage, Mayor Eric Adams, who has referred to Puerto Rico as NYC’s “sixth borough,” commented, “You look into the history and success of this city, you would see over and over again the role that the Puerto Rican community has played and how they ensured and fortified everything that’s great about the city”; 
Whereas, Borinqueneers have already been honored in the Bronx with the co-naming of Southern Boulevard as “La 65 de Infanteria Boulevard”; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes April 13 annually as Borinqueneers Day in the City of New York in honor of the courage and wartime contributions of the U.S. Army’s 65th Infantry Regiment and their lasting legacy. 
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