New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 298

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Marte

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a film, television, and theater accessibility fund to promote the employment of persons with disabilities
Submitted by:
Council Member Marte

Justification:
People with disabilities make up 28% of the population, yet fewer than 4% of characters on film and television are disabled. There are similar disparities behind the stage/screen, with few disabled writers, directors, and crew members. This disparity is largely caused by the budgeting of productions, as budgets are allocated before production begins. This means if an applicant or hired worker requires an accommodation, productions do not have the funding allocated to provide accommodations. This leads to many people with disabilities not being hired in these industries, or they pay out-of-pocket for their own accommodations. 

This bill would address the financial constraints of production companies by providing them the funding to make accommodations on set, which generally cost less than 1% of the production budget, to incentivize the hiring of people with disabilities. With this legislation, accommodations that aren’t budgeted for at the beginning of the production process could be paid for when they become necessary. Additionally, this bill would formalize the role of “Production Access Coordinator”, who would be present on set to address any accessibility needs. 
