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          1  QUEENS DELEGATION

          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER: This

          3  is a hearing of the Queens Delegation, where you

          4  have an opportunity to express your concerns as it

          5  is related to the Capital Expense, and for those who

          6  don't know, also the CB budget, that is also a

          7  budget that we have to decide upon as well.  It

          8  doesn't get as much attention, but, yet, it does

          9  carry some opportunities.

         10                 We have with us this afternoon,

         11  first, my name is Archie Spigner, Councilman from

         12  the southeastern part of the Borough.  Then we have

         13  Council Member Walter McCaffrey on my left, I think

         14  this is his district.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Yes, it

         16  is.

         17                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         18  Council Member Sabini, and just across the other

         19  side of the district.  And Council Member Abel.

         20                 The first person that we are going to

         21  hear today, and we will stay as long as necessary to

         22  give everyone an opportunity, to begin with, the

         23  Chair of Community Board #13, Ms. Susan Norcika.

         24  And we have a time restriction that we will adhere

         25  to.
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          2                 MS. NORCIKA:  Is this the one I speak

          3  from?

          4                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  You

          5  speak from wherever you want to speak, but we hear

          6  you.

          7                 MS. NORCIKA:  I have to read what I

          8  wrote.  Good afternoon, my name is Susan Norcika.  I

          9  am the Chairperson of Community Board #13.  Our

         10  District Manager is also here, and she is going to

         11  speak to you at length about some of our great

         12  needs.

         13                 What I would like to underline is the

         14  need to continue the money for that big project that

         15  will get rid of all the flooding in southern and

         16  southeastern Queens, SE552, and start the street

         17  work in Springfield Gardens, I remember being served

         18  as coming down Rockaway Boulevard.

         19                 Secondly, I would also like to

         20  discuss with you the need for the new 116th Street

         21  Precinct.  We keep asking, and you know, people keep

         22  talking about it, but it is time to put it in.

         23  Every inch you have, the 105, which is one of the

         24  largest in the City of New York, I think maybe

         25  Staten Island may have about .5 square miles there,
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          2  but we have got the largest.  And on top of that, I

          3  find that the 105th Precinct, which needs to do the

          4  work in this whole area, is also hardly inspected,

          5  and how little work at Kennedy Airport.

          6                 There is another area that is very,

          7  very important, Springfield Boulevard and Jamaica

          8  Avenue south is a truck route, that needs

          9  reconstruction, not resurfacing, reconstruction with

         10  proper sewer, drainage, and everything else.  The

         11  area that surrounds that also needs a reconstruction

         12  of the streets.  We had them put in seepage basins

         13  to stop the flooding in certain areas, but the

         14  streets are horrible.

         15                 One other thing we do need, a few

         16  things, other things we do need, and that is we need

         17  a curb and sidewalk contract, that we can work out

         18  some sort of deal with the local people, we will be

         19  planning on sidewalks, but you will be putting curbs

         20  in, because we have holes where the curbs do not

         21  exist, or they're so bad that they chop up the tires

         22  of people who try to park along the side of them.

         23  That is that one.

         24                 The last item I would like to speak

         25  with you about is the fact that we have had several
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          2  main streets, Jamaica Avenue, Merrick Boulevard,

          3  Northern Boulevard, Springfield Boulevard, many of

          4  our Boulevards need some help in economic

          5  development and possibly  study money to determine

          6  what is needed, because we must compete with the

          7  large malls that abut us along side our community.

          8  We can't do it alone, we do need some help.

          9                 And I thank you for hearing me, and I

         10  wish you all, I rather have the whole budget, but I

         11  know you can't give it to us. So please, give us a

         12  fair share.  Thank you.

         13                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         14  Thank you for doing a good job as always.  Now we

         15  move to Mr. George Dellis of Community Board #1, and

         16  before George speaks, let me again express our

         17  appreciation to the Museum of the Moving Images, and

         18  its director, board and staff, who are making their

         19  facilities available to us, and Council Member

         20  McCaffrey for intervening on our behalf and your

         21  behalf, as well.

         22                 MR. DELLIS:  It really was no trouble

         23  coming here because, you know, my office is in this

         24  building and I don't have to get caught up in

         25  traffic getting over here, it's great.
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          2                 You know this is a project of a

          3  Community Board which was put in the budget, we

          4  lobbied for it, and it has become quite a successful

          5  project.

          6                 Greetings, I just want to say that

          7  this past week we have had some very trying times,

          8  the MTA, you know, wants to run the train down 31st

          9  Street to 19th Avenue to LaGuardia Airport, or come

         10  up through the Sunnyside yards along Boulevard

         11  Gardens.  And I would like to urge the Council to

         12  look at these routes that they're looking at, and

         13  they are already starting an Environmental Impact

         14  Study, which is upsetting to us, because both these

         15  routes run through very residential communities, it

         16  will effect hundreds and hundreds of apartments.

         17  And I think that the Council should reject both

         18  routes now and let the MTA look for routes that will

         19  not effect residential communities, and I would

         20  really appreciate your support on that.

         21                 Our Capital Budget items, of course,

         22  are to construct a parking lot at 35th Street along

         23  the Grand Central Parkway with service to the 114th

         24  Precinct, and also, will service commuters going to

         25  Manhattan.  And if you go down to the 114th
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          2  Precinct, I don't have to tell you what it is like,

          3  it's a mess, that is a truck route, and be sure to

          4  accommodate parking there for them as well.

          5                 We, for years, have been asking for a

          6  ferry service to Riker's Island.  When we originally

          7  asked for this request, Riker's Island had 6,500

          8  inmates, now, they're up to 17,000, plus 7,000

          9  workers.  So we should find alternative routes for

         10  Riker's Island, just as they're looking for a

         11  permanent route to the airport.

         12                 We're asking for a hockey rink to be

         13  constructed at the Steinway Playground.  There is

         14  several youth leagues made up of a couple of hundred

         15  little kids that are looking for their hockey rink

         16  that they can play out at.  We would really like

         17  this, it's not big money in the budget, and it would

         18  serve a tremendous purpose.

         19                 We would like to replace PS 85, which

         20  is a very old, outdated school.  It's the closest

         21  school to any school, certainly in Queens County,

         22  for any elevated structure.  That school should be

         23  replaced, the school yard is huge, and they could

         24  build a new modern school and then take down the old

         25  building.
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          2                 We would like in the Expense Budget

          3  to restore the Community Board cuts.  We thank

          4  Speaker Vallone for restoring a good part of our

          5  cuts that the Mayor gave us.  We would like to

          6  restore the rest of those cuts.

          7                 Just today, we couldn't get off the

          8  phones, our phones are constantly busy with people

          9  calling with needs, with service, whatever it is,

         10  and, you know, our work load has increased, it would

         11  be nice to restore our budget so that we may be able

         12  to hire another part- timer.

         13                 We would like to expand senior

         14  services in this community, we have a tremendous

         15  senior population, we have a long waiting list for

         16  senior housing applicants in all three of the senior

         17  housing projects that we have.

         18                 We would like to expand the after

         19  school programs, there is no reason why schools are

         20  closed at three o'clock.  They should remain open

         21  for youth to have the athletic activities there, and

         22  also, day care programs, we need additional day care

         23  programs in our community.

         24                 I would like to thank you for your

         25  time, and please consider our requests.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

          4  Thank you, George.

          5                 MR. DELLIS:  Nice to see you, Archie.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

          7  Pleasure, George. Patricia Golden, please.

          8                 MS. GOLDEN:  Good afternoon.  Thank

          9  you for this opportunity to discuss the Executive

         10  Budget this afternoon.  We support Community Board

         11  #8's priorities, especially for public safety,

         12  education, parks, health, the agent and youth

         13  services.  As a grass roots organization, The Kew

         14  Garden Hills Homeowner Civic Association is uniquely

         15  qualified to comment on the needs of our community.

         16                 This afternoon we are limiting our

         17  comments to funding for Queens Libraries.  The

         18  Mayor's proposed $38 million cut in the library

         19  budget, of which almost $12 million is targeted for

         20  the Queens system, will critically move to a Queens

         21  residence. Last year, our branch was renamed the

         22  Queens, The Kew Garden Hills Branch at our request.

         23  We asked for the name change because we understand

         24  how important our library is in the life of our

         25  neighborhood.
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          2                 Our organization helped found our

          3  library more than a half of a century ago.  Our

          4  founders understood that after building schools, a

          5  library was the next priority for a growing

          6  neighborhood.  During that half century, thousands

          7  of Queens' children, young people, families and

          8  seniors, have learned and taught, traveled on their

          9  imaginations and dreams, amused and enraptured,

         10  learn to be Americans and speak a new language, met

         11  new friends and foes, argued and convinced, opened

         12  new books and discovered old ones, wandered the

         13  internet, listen to Bach, and seen films and washed

         14  away the ink of old newspapers in our Kew Garden

         15  Hills Branch.  Whether our humble branch or in the

         16  mighty ship on Main Street, or an old Carnegie, we

         17  have been humbled and enlightened by these great

         18  repository receipts.

         19                 And the Mayor wants to shut their

         20  doors early or two or three days a week, and for

         21  what, we need longer hours and fuller shelves.  You

         22  are our libraries hope, the library is a public

         23  trust and this year, as never before, the Council is

         24  the trustee.  Keep our libraries open with full

         25  shelves, we are counting on you.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

          4  Thank you.  Sean Walsh.

          5                 MR. WALSH:  Deputy Majority Spigner

          6  and fellow members of City Council, thank you for

          7  giving the opportunity to address you on the issue

          8  of the New York City Budget.  My name is Sean Walsh,

          9  and I am President of Queens Civic Congress an

         10  umbrella organization of 92 civic organizations in

         11  Queens County.

         12                 The number one topic of Queens civics

         13  in 1999 is education.  The recent controversy over

         14  the allocation of capital monies for new classroom

         15  seats illustrates the need for increased funding for

         16  education in the City.  In addition, there is a need

         17  to bring class sizes down and restore music and art

         18  programs.  Schools must be opened at night for youth

         19  programs to keep our children off the street.

         20  Keeping an after school program open is cheaper than

         21  building jail cells.  Likewise the library budget

         22  must be increased.  The elimination of coal burning

         23  heating systems in our schools must be expedited.

         24                 The New York City Police Department

         25  has consistently decreased the number of uniformed
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          2  patrol strength in Queens. Queens gets 19 percent of

          3  the NYPD's uniform man power, while it counts for 25

          4  percent of the reported citywide crime rate.  Queens

          5  again this year has the highest response times in

          6  the City.  We believe that the budget discussions

          7  should address this disparity of manpower

          8  allocation.  Police visibility is an important

          9  element of any crime prevention program, and we do

         10  support the building of a new 116th Precinct.

         11                 We ask the Council to move the

         12  legislative agenda of the Borough President and the

         13  Queens Civic Congress on additional improvements

         14  intravenous he City Administrative Code to combat

         15  illegal conversions and illegal construction.  I

         16  would just like to note here, our appreciation to

         17  the Deputy Majority Leader, Archie Spigner for his

         18  support this past year in that regard.

         19                 The recent rejection of Community

         20  Board 11's 197A Plan by the City Planning Commission

         21  is a signal that the City Planning Commission is

         22  seeking large scale developments along all of

         23  Queens' east/west thoroughfares.  You must stand

         24  firm against this overdevelopment plan of the

         25  Administration.
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          2                 The Congress reiterates its

          3  opposition to the Van Wyck portion of the Air Train

          4  to JFK and opposes the MTA's proposed routes to

          5  LaGuardia as being destructive of the communities

          6  through which they will pass.  We have suggested

          7  alternatives for both airports that will provide a

          8  one- seat ride to Manhattan from both airports.

          9                 Finally, water rates are out of reach

         10  of single family homeowners, the co- ops, and the

         11  small businessman.  Capital costs must be removed

         12  from the calculation of the water rate.  In no other

         13  portion of the City budgeting process are capital

         14  items funded by a regressive use tax.  In addition,

         15  why are these rates increased prior to any

         16  determination of the agency expenses each year?

         17                 Again, I want to thank you, and I am

         18  looking forward to working with you in the future on

         19  the budget process.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         21  Thank you, Mr. Walsh.  Your reference to the capital

         22  cost is very interesting.

         23                 MR. WALSH:  Thank you, again.

         24                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  Mr.

         25  Robert Dryfus (phonetic).
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          2                 MR. DRYFUS:  Thank you, Mr. Majority

          3  Leader, Mr. McCaffrey, Mr. Sabini, Ms. Koslowitz,

          4  and formally Mr. Vallone, --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS:  Watkins.

          6                 MR. DRYFUS: - -  Ms. Watkins, you're

          7  sitting behind Mr. Vallone's sign, you need a sign.

          8  I want credit for being the one to present this, and

          9  Mr. Abel.

         10                 On the behalf of the New York Junior

         11  Tennis League, I want to thank the City Council for

         12  making the program that began in 1969, the greatest

         13  and the most important, scholastic tennis program in

         14  the country.  I emphasize the word scholastic.

         15                 I have handed out to each of you and

         16  to the other members as they come, a package of

         17  material that is tailored to your district.  It

         18  contains an analysis of the after school program,

         19  which you have funded in your district with funding

         20  from your local initiative, DRFCEA, and a delegation

         21  allocation.  It shows the number of young people who

         22  attended the program, the hours and other

         23  statistics, and, of course, it highlights wonderful

         24  and important educational for thought guidance

         25  program, which last year resulted in $2.7 million of
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          2  scholarships going to youngsters in our program.

          3                 As you know, and I want to say again,

          4  the mission of the New York Junior Tennis League is

          5  to develop the character of young New Yorkers

          6  through tennis, emphasizing the ideals in life of

          7  Arthur Ashe in the following ways:

          8                 Reaching out to young people who

          9  would not otherwise have the opportunity to learn

         10  and play tennis.

         11                 Instill the values and maintaining of

         12  leadership and academic excellence, and introducing

         13  the opportunity to fully develop their tennis skills

         14  and can play their potential for a lifetime of

         15  enjoyment.

         16                 I have handed out to you a schedule

         17  of our Citywide program this spring alone, which is

         18  some 75 sites, and an analysis of the after school

         19  programs in the spring and summer that are in their

         20  districts, our member, and there are some 28 sites

         21  in Queens that have been funded by your vision and

         22  your committment.

         23                 I would like you to know that in the

         24  audience and speaking soon as the Executive Director

         25  of Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation, is a good
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          2  friend of yours, Jim O'Neil, who until recently has

          3  been the Executive Director of the New York Junior

          4  Tennis League, he is now Senior Vice- President and

          5  Executive Director of the Sports and Arts in Schools

          6  Foundation, and he is going to speak to you later

          7  about the Summer Council Sports and Arts Camps and

          8  Clinics, which has been held out of your funding.

          9                 Also, Ashe said, that we teach tennis

         10  so we can teach more important things than tennis.

         11  It's incumbent on the Council, I guess, in the City

         12  to be the spokepersons for young people in the

         13  budget, and I thank you for nobly the restoration of

         14  the Mayoral cuts, and I hope additions to the

         15  important programs for young people.

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  And

         17  we thank you for your optimism.

         18                 Dr. James O'Neil.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:   And next

         20  after that, the representative from PS 1.  We ask

         21  that you alternate so that we can expedite on time.

         22  Is the representative from PS 1 here?  Then next

         23  will be Kathleen Reilly.

         24                 DR. O'NEIL:  Thank you very much,

         25  Councilman Spigner.  My name is Jim O'Neil, and I am
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          2  the Executive Director of the Sports and Arts in

          3  Schools Foundation.  As I was driving over here this

          4  afternoon from my office in Long Island City, I

          5  drove by three schools that are funding the New York

          6  Junior Tennis Leagues, one is the 204, PS 112, and

          7  they were packed with one group of playing tennis,

          8  it's a beautiful day, but it was really terrific to

          9  see so many youngsters out there playing after

         10  school, in a public school yard in New York City,

         11  which is sort of unthinkable that a sport that

         12  usually is seen as a suburban sport is so involved

         13  with our youngsters in New York City, two very low-

         14  income neighborhoods that children are learning the

         15  free sport of tennis.

         16                 I'm here really to ask your support

         17  again to support a wonderful, summer program, which

         18  was really a highlight for over 12,000 youngsters

         19  who participated in the New York City Council Sports

         20  and Arts Summer Camps and Clinics.  This is a

         21  program that began in 1997, continued in 1998

         22  through the funding of the New York City Council.

         23  The program worked in over 34 schools, it provided

         24  over 90 clinics in all sorts of Olympic sports,

         25  including baseball, basketball, boating, chess,
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          2  dance, double- dutch, fencing, floor hockey,

          3  football, rhythmic gymnastics, Council McCaffrey was

          4  at one of our rhythmic gymnastics events last

          5  summer.  It's a special program, and this program is

          6  designed to primarily serve youngsters who are

          7  attending summer school in the public schools around

          8  the City.  And as the summer school program ends,

          9  any time between 12:30 and 1:30 in the afternoon, we

         10  open up the school and turn the school into a

         11  wonderful camp for youngsters, where we bring in top

         12  quality coaches and art instructors who continue the

         13  day until six o'clock.  It's a very popular program

         14  with parents, but the most popular part of the

         15  program is the youngsters who are able to spend a

         16  full day in a safe, healthy environment where there

         17  is a lot of learning and exciting activities that go

         18  on.

         19                 There are many trips, we took over

         20  6,000 students to Shea Stadium, which is one of the

         21  highlights of our trip.  We ended the summer at

         22  Saint John's University, where we had a wonderful

         23  tract meet that had over 3,000 youngsters who

         24  participated in a track meet.  This was

         25  unprecedented in terms of the City.
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          2                 We're asking you to increase this

          3  program.  The Chancellor is talking about a

          4  mandatory, has issued a mandatory summer school this

          5  summer.  We want this program to be in over 50

          6  schools.  The cost of the program is much higher

          7  than it was in 1998, there has been a tremendous

          8  increase of youngsters who have participated in the

          9  program.  This is a program that began and exists

         10  because of the New York City Council.  The Speaker

         11  has been a great supporter, has been out to the

         12  sites.  We need more sites, the parents are calling

         13  us already in terms of the list of sites, when are

         14  they going to open, and I urge you in the Summer of

         15  1999 to add to this wonderful program.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         18  Okay, Ms. Heist, followed by Kathleen Reilly and

         19  Susan Lacerte.  Ms. Heist, is she here?  Okay,

         20  moving down to Kathleen Reilly, followed by Susan

         21  Lacerte, please?

         22                 MS. REILLY:  Members of the City

         23  Council, I am Kathleen Reilly, District Manager of

         24  Community Board #6, which covers Forest Hills, Rego

         25  Park, a small area of Glendale and Elmhurst.  For
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          2  many years the issue of pedestrian safety has been

          3  the top priority of CB #6.  Queens Boulevard, over

          4  the years, has proven to be extremely dangerous for

          5  both pedestrians and motor vehicle operators.  As a

          6  result many people have been killed or seriously

          7  injured in accidents.  With the assistance of the

          8  Borough President and Council Member Karen

          9  Koslowitz, funds were made available for a Queens

         10  Boulevard Safety Study.  Now the time has come to

         11  implement the recommendations coming out of the

         12  study.  We are asking that the funds be provided to

         13  implement these safety improvements and an

         14  additional $2.5 million be provided for suggested

         15  improvements to the malls on the Boulevard.

         16                 Just as we are concerned about Queens

         17  Boulevard's safety, we are equally concerned about

         18  the growing problems on Woodhaven Boulevard.  We are

         19  now asking for a Woodhaven Boulevard Safety Study.

         20  Traffic on this Boulevard continues to grow and will

         21  continue to do so, if the Queens Boulevard Retail

         22  Development in Elmhurst becomes a reality.  It will

         23  impact both Queens Boulevard and Woodhaven Boulevard

         24  traffic volume and safety.

         25                 With the ever increasing needs of our
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          2  community we are asking for funds to support and

          3  expand our local libraries to meet the needs of our

          4  growing population.  In 1987, we began recycling

          5  with great interest and enthusiasm.  The volume

          6  produced necessitates that recycling be instituted

          7  on a weekly basis now, and not in the calendar year

          8  2000.  We are asking that funds be made available so

          9  that we can begin weekly recycling as our need is

         10  evident now.  We appreciate the effort by the

         11  Forestry Division of Parks to eliminate a long-

         12  standing backlog of dead trees and stumps.  We are

         13  asking that funds be continued for these efforts, as

         14  well as the planting of trees to replace these

         15  removals.

         16                 We also urge that funds be provided

         17  for improvements to the streets, sewers, and catch

         18  basins in the vicinity of the Fairview, 6120 Grand

         19  Central Parkway.  This location has had serious

         20  flooding problems over the years.  We appreciate the

         21  funds provided through Council Member Morton Povman

         22  and hope that these necessary budget items will

         23  continue to receive funding.

         24                 We urge the City of New York to

         25  provide funding for graffiti removal projects,
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          2  street cleaning, and new improved litter baskets

          3  which help keep our communities desirable places to

          4  live in, as well as to do business in.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  Yes,

          7  Susan Lacerte, followed by Diane Cohen and Steven

          8  Banks.

          9                 MS. LACERTE:  Hello, and thank you

         10  for the strong support that the members of the

         11  Council gave at the CIG event last week, we really

         12  appreciate it.  There have been a lot of surprises

         13  this time of year, there always are, Bette Midler

         14  waving at the last moment and saved all those

         15  community gardens, I left my Sunflower outfit at

         16  home, I apologize.

         17                 The usual low revenue estimates from

         18  the Office of Management and Budget pale in

         19  comparison to the recent talk about eliminating the

         20  commuter tax, but meanwhile, the tulips and the

         21  roses and the golden rain tree are still in bloom at

         22  the Botanical Garden.

         23                 But if the Mayor, of course, had his

         24  way, as portrayed in the Executive Budget, there

         25  wouldn't be so much in bloom at the Garden. The
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          2  proposed cuts would mean about over a $200,000 loss

          3  to this community- based facility that serves some

          4  320,000 people a year.  Just to fund the cultural

          5  challenge, it would be a reduction of $68,000 and

          6  that is really removing much needed basic services

          7  in order to provide more programs.  And I think the

          8  Challenge is a good program, but if it is going to

          9  reduce base operating support for care of the City

         10  in this area, it's not a good idea.

         11                 In addition, the proposed cuts would

         12  eliminate $150,000, and I again see more staff

         13  positions that is going boom, boom, boom.  Private

         14  funders often come through financial support for

         15  programs, but they don't want to pay for the

         16  security guards and the maintenance men, and that

         17  sort of thing, it's not sexy to them.

         18                 I know there are a lot of pressures

         19  on the budget, but I hope that you will continue to

         20  make cultural funding a priority, because I see

         21  other people, staff people from other organizations,

         22  Council members at cultural organizations, and it is

         23  part of the reason why people come to the City, and

         24  part of the reason why people stay in the City.

         25                 I would also like to thank the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            31

          1  QUEENS DELEGATION

          2  Council for their support of the perimeter fence

          3  that is being designed now and going up around the

          4  Garden next spring.  That was supplied partly from

          5  the Council, partly from the Mayor, and that the

          6  Borough President who has provided some funds for

          7  the redesign of the eastern portion of the Garden.

          8                 We're just in the process of updating

          9  our master plan, making a plan for the whole

         10  premises, and it will position us to really be a

         11  leader in this size Botanical.  We are proposing a

         12   "Green" Administration Building, which is a

         13  building that uses current technology, using the

         14  cool water that is below the service of the earth to

         15  cool the building rather than doing air

         16  conditioning, photovoltaic and solar energy to heat

         17  and light the building, and grey water which is

         18  taking non- sewage water and purifying with plants

         19  to be used for other purposes.  We really have a

         20  great - -  it's a lot of good stuff, Archie, it

         21  really is.

         22                 That is our current capital request,

         23  and the Borough President has expressed good

         24  interest as well as Assemblyman Brian McLoughlin.

         25  We're hooked up with Steve Winter Associates, who
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          2  are writing the energy codes for Federal, State, and

          3  Local levels, but encourage energy conservation.  So

          4  we're all positioned to be able to do this and to be

          5  a leader, an environmental leader, as well as a

          6  cultural leader.

          7                 And I hope that you will lend your

          8  support to this project as well.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         11  Thank you.  Mr. Banks.  Oh, Diane Cohen, is she

         12  here?

         13                 MS. COHEN:  Yes, right here.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  Oh,

         15  excused me, Banks is next.

         16                 MS. COHEN:  Thank you.  Good

         17  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, I was told that

         18  whoever speaks the shortest will get the most money.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         20  Absolutely.

         21                 MS. COHEN:  So some, you have my

         22  written statement, send money to the Community

         23  Board, and help us get our computers fixed.  And I

         24  did put a lot in there that I'm still not in my

         25  handicapped accessible office, I'm still waiting for
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          2  that.

          3                 And I thank you for all your past

          4  support. Community Boards really do a wonderful

          5  service, and we really have to be funded

          6  appropriately.  And you will read my whole

          7  statement, and thank you very, very much for your

          8  time.

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  And

         10  we thank you. Mr. Banks.

         11                 MR. BANKS:  Thank you for inviting us

         12  to participate in this forum.  The Council has been

         13  a long- standing supporter.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         15  You're a new participant on this level, right?   We

         16  haven't seen you in Queens.

         17                 MR. BANKS:  Yes, right.  We have

         18  offices in Queens, we provide services in Queens,

         19  it's important for us to be here today.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  No,

         21  I didn't say that, I said this is the first time

         22  that we have had the pleasure of you being here.

         23                 MR. BANKS:  I understand that, I

         24  understand that. Wherever you are, we will come and

         25  see you.
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          2                 First of all, let me thank the

          3  Council for the long standing support for Civil

          4  Legal Services.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  It's

          6  like we're going to have next Mr. Sirowitz and

          7  Yvonne Reddick following Mr. Banks.

          8                 MR. BANKS:  Unlike the Executive, the

          9  Council believes that an ounce of prevention is

         10  worth a pound of cure, and so for almost the entire

         11  last decade, the Council has consistently restored

         12  funding for Civil Legal Services to prevent

         13  homelessness and to prevent other crises in low-

         14  income New Yorker's lives, in particular, the Deputy

         15  Speaker, Archie Spigner, has been a long standing

         16  supporter and we appreciate all of your efforts in

         17  your capacity as well as Chair of the Housing

         18  Committee.

         19                 There are three cuts this year that

         20  need to be reversed, they make no sense this year,

         21  they haven't made any sense in the prior years when

         22  the Council has restored them.  First of all, the

         23  Administration proposes to eliminate the entire City

         24  investment of $2.9 million in the HRA Emergency

         25  Assistance for Families Legal Services Program.
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          2  Aside from the fact that State studies have shown

          3  that homelessness prevention programs, like this,

          4  save four dollars in shelter cost for every one

          5  dollar a program costs, a program like this, if we

          6  eliminate the $2.9 million we will forfeit $8.7

          7  million in federal and state matching funds.  This

          8  is a program which is targeted to families with

          9  children to keep them out of the shelter system, to

         10  avoid the need to expand shelters that are

         11  unnecessary, if families can remain in their homes.

         12  A targeted 10,000 families are served annually by

         13  the Legal Aid Society and by Legal Service for New

         14  York, and five other providers, including through

         15  two offices that I mentioned in Queens in our

         16  Rockaway Office and in our Central Queens Office in

         17  Kew Gardens.

         18                 A second cut that must be reversed

         19  and restored is a proposed $2 million elimination

         20  for HPD Legal Services.  This is particularly a

         21  short sighted since it was just last year that the

         22  City Council restored $2 million including an

         23  increment to allow the Legal Aid Society to expand

         24  services for the residents of Queens.  In fact, we

         25  have done so by setting up a special office in the
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          2  Housing Court to help families and individuals faced

          3  with eviction to retain their housing, in part, by

          4  helping these families secure rental payments to

          5  provide rent amounts to landlords that are due and

          6  owing, when the families and individuals,

          7  themselves, can't get them through the bureaucracy

          8  of the Human Resources Administration.

          9                 Last but not least, is $1 million for

         10  the HRA Interest On Lawyers' Account Fund Legal

         11  Services Program.  Again, this million dollars was

         12  restored by the Council just last year in order to

         13  permit the Legal Aid Society and Legal Services for

         14  New York to continue to provide services to the most

         15  vulnerable New Yorkers, despite the decreased

         16  funding from the Interest On Lawyers' Account Fund

         17  because of the decreasing interest rates from

         18  lawyers' accounts, escrow accounts.  The clients

         19  that are served with this are really the most

         20  vulnerable New Yorkers, senior citizens, domestic

         21  violence victims, disabled children and adults,

         22  immigrants fleeing oppression, significant services

         23  are provided in this borough, and with your help we

         24  can continue to provide them.

         25                 Overall, this is a restoration of
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          2  $5.9 million, 2.9 million for the HRA EAF program, 2

          3  million for the HPD program, 1 million for the IOLA

          4  HRA program.  While it is a significant amount of

          5  money, the amount of money that is saved by

          6  preventing homelessness is more than made up with

          7  this investment that you have made for the last

          8  number of years.

          9                 We appreciate your past support, and

         10  we encourage you, again, to support us this year.

         11

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         14  Thank you, Mr. Banks.  Mr. Sirowitz, followed by

         15  Yvonne Reddick.

         16                 MR. SIROWITZ:  Yes, thank you.  I

         17  handed out some blue folders, the copy of the

         18  statement is in the folder, so I will be brief as I

         19  usually am.

         20                 I want to thank the Council for their

         21  past support of EAC programs.  I have as a result of

         22  your support and our success, been promoted and I am

         23  now involved with the Community Services Division,

         24  running two programs, the Stoplift Program, which is

         25  for first time petty larceny offenders, shoplifters.
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          2    It's an educational alternative program.  Last

          3  year alone we had 4,855 referrals, multi-

          4  jurisdictionally, we're expecting this year 1,900

          5  referrals from Queens through the Stoplift Program.

          6  It is, again, an alternative, an educational

          7  alternative program and very effective.  The only

          8  thing further I will say on that program and that we

          9  did a recidivism study five years after 100 people

         10  went through the program, we ran their NYSID, there

         11  was a 1 percent recidivism rate, one person was

         12  rearrested.

         13                 I'm also the Director of a new Anger

         14  Management Program.  The Anger Management Program is

         15  a very necessary new program, it's a prevalent

         16  emotion in our society, it deals with the people who

         17  slip through the cracks, the people who are the non

         18  domestic violent offenders, the road rage, the petty

         19  assaults. It's prevalent every day in our society,

         20  we have an in your face behavior mod program for

         21  them, we have ongoing counseling services available

         22  for 8, 26, and 52 weeks, that is free of charge, and

         23  we plan to be very successful.

         24                 I look forward to your support, a

         25  formal budget proposal is in the packet, and I thank
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          2  you again.  See you next year.

          3

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Al, we

          5  can't let you get by without asking a question.  Are

          6  you thinking about - -

          7                 MR. SIROWITZ:  I'm sorry?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  We can't

          9  let you go without asking a question, is the Mayor

         10  involved in that second program on anger management?

         11                 MR. SIROWITZ:  We offered a staff

         12  management program, we're waiting for him to get

         13  back to us.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         15                 MR. SIROWITZ:  Thank you.

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  I

         17  don't see Yvonne Reddick in the audience.   Sally

         18  Martino- Fisher, is she here?  Yes, there she is.

         19  Sally Martino- Fisher, followed by Mary Ann Carey,

         20  and then Gary Giordano.

         21                 MS. MARTINO- FISHER:  Good afternoon,

         22  Deputy Majority Leader Spigner and City Council

         23  members of the Queens Delegation. I'm Sally Martino

         24  Fisher, the District Manager of Community Board 13,

         25  and I'm here today to discuss our Board's budget
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          2  priorities.

          3                 Community Board #13 encompasses the

          4  nine communities of Belrose, Cambria Heights, Floral

          5  Park, Glen Oaks, Laurelton, New Hyde Park, Queens

          6  Village, Rosedale, and Springfield Gardens, and the

          7  southeast Queens along the Nassau border.

          8                 Before I begin, since I did

          9  distribute my testimony, I would like to talk for a

         10  moment about the problems in the office as far as

         11  personal budget's go.  I would like to thank the

         12  City Council members for helping to restore money in

         13  the budget in the past, and I ask that you consider

         14  restoring money to our budget in the future.

         15                 Fifty- nine Boards received computers

         16  last year, a number of us are not yet connected to

         17  CityNet, therefore, the job in our office becomes

         18  unbearable.  We are not tied into Buildings

         19  Department or DEP, and we're going backwards instead

         20  of forwards, instead of being able to put the

         21  information into the computers, everything is being

         22  done by hand again.  In order to get computer

         23  services, we have to put the money out of the budget

         24  to do that. Some of the Boards have paid over $1,000

         25  to have a computer person come in and set those
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          2  computers up.  We don't have the money in the

          3  budgets to do that.  I would certainly appreciate

          4  your assistance in helping us to resolve this

          5  problem, while we have these lovely computers,

          6  they're not doing the job that they should be doing.

          7  And since Community Board offices, we are the

          8  ombudsman to City government.   We are where the

          9  people enter in their first contact to City

         10  government and we need to run efficiently, and if

         11  we're not hooked up the way should be into the City

         12  agencies, we cannot perform the jobs to the best of

         13  our ability.

         14                 I thank you for your time, and

         15  please, support us.

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         17  Council Member Sabini has a question for you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  I just want

         19  to point out that in oversight hearings on the

         20  Department of Citywide Administrative Services, I

         21  have asked questions about your computer contract a

         22  number of times, and ironically this Wednesday, when

         23  Community Boards will be testifying at the City

         24  Council, just before Community Boards will be DCAS,

         25  and we will be asking them with, hopefully, some of
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          2  you folks in the room, to justify why it is that

          3  they sort of leave you hanging with this computer,

          4  with the hardware and no ability to use it in many

          5  cases.  So we're aware of the problem, and we're

          6  trying to get them to respond.

          7                 MS. MARTINO- FISHER:  And we have one

          8  person taking care of the whole City.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  We know.

         10                 MS. MARTINO- FISHER:  Thank you very

         11  much for your time.

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         13  You're welcome. Mary Ann Carey, Gary Giordano, Alana

         14  Heist, in that order.

         15                 MS. CAREY:  Good afternoon.  It is

         16  always a pleasure to come here and see the same

         17  faces sitting up there, and I want you to know that

         18  we really do appreciate the same Council members

         19  coming here year after year, and you know, there are

         20  several Council members that are not here, and don't

         21  ever show up, but we do appreciate the fact that you

         22  do come and you sit here and you listen to our

         23  testimony, year after year, so that is just a little

         24  thank you to you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ:  In two and
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          2  one- half years it's all going to change.

          3                 MS. CAREY:  Yes, that is true, God

          4  help us.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  And

          6  not necessarily for the better.

          7                 MS. CAREY:  I'm Mary Ann Carey,

          8  District Manager of Community Board #9.  Community

          9  Board #9 is concerned about the CityNet, BIS and

         10  Nadlist computer programs readiness for Y2K.  No

         11  City agency, including the Community Assistance Unit

         12  has contacted the Community Boards to discuss this

         13  technical problem.  The Queens District Managers

         14  contacted the Community Assistance Unit, but we were

         15  informed that that one person, that Sally mentioned,

         16  is no longer available to us, because he has to deal

         17  with CAU's computers only, and that their technical

         18  staff can no longer assist us.

         19                 The Community Assistance Unit

         20  originally set up our computer system and sent staff

         21  to assist us when a problem occurred.  Since these

         22  programs are exclusive to the City, they are

         23  reluctant to share information regarding them with

         24  outside consultants, so we have a double problem

         25  there, even if we spend the thousand dollars and
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          2  hire an outside consultant, the City is reluctant to

          3  tell them anything about their systems.

          4                 We cannot even look into the private

          5  sector for help, we are City agencies, thus it is

          6  the City's responsibility to update, improve, and

          7  modernize our equipment, the way they do for other

          8  City agencies.  The Board's perform Charter mandated

          9  services for constituents, and we rely on data

         10  transmitted through the CityNet system to help us.

         11                 Boards' Citywide were scheduled to be

         12  online for the financial management system which

         13  starts this July, so that we would be able to

         14  process our own budget modifications and purchase

         15  documents, but to date, no move has been made to

         16  make this possible, and as Sally said, several

         17  Boards are unable to access existing systems because

         18  of the technical changes made by those agencies.

         19  For about a month and one- half I was unable to

         20  print out building permits because of a glitch in

         21  the system, something that they did in Buildings

         22  Department they didn't tell us about, and we were

         23  not able to print them out.  That has been resolved

         24  with my thousand dollar computer expert.

         25                 We, again, request some relief from
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          2  our expenses, the cost of telephones, service

          3  contracts, and large equipment can be removed from

          4  our budget and purchased through the General Fund. We

          5  do thank you for the support that you have given us

          6  in the past with the financial support, and we do

          7  appreciate that.

          8                 Our Board comprises Community School

          9  District 27 and 28.  Overcrowding is prevalent

         10  throughout both districts.  District 27 has more

         11  than 36,000 students and lacks sufficient

         12  classrooms. Mini- schools, annexes and

         13  transportables permeate our district. Students

         14  attempt to learn under horrendous conditions.  We

         15  support the Borough President and the Mayor's

         16  equitable proposal giving Queens 35,000 more seats

         17  by 2002, even though we will still be down by

         18  19,000.

         19                 I am dismayed by the proposed cut of

         20  $19.7 million to the Department of Youth and

         21  Community Development Youth Service budget, a cut of

         22  more than 50 percent to local youth programs will be

         23  devastating to the more than 25,000 young people who

         24  reside in Community Board #9.

         25                 We urge you to reject the Mayor's
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          2  proposal to eliminate the City's $8 million

          3  contribution to the Youth Development Delinquency

          4  Convention Program.  We thank Council Member Stabile

          5  for recognizing the need for a Beacon School Program

          6  in Junior High School 210 in Community Board #9.

          7                 Reconstruction of HW- 249- D that I

          8  have been talking about since forever, it's

          9  languishing on the sidelines.  We were originally

         10  supposed to move ahead, but then there was a problem

         11  with the contracts, and it is still sitting there

         12  waiting to move. At the rate we're going the air

         13  train will be a reality before HW 249 is

         14  inaugurated.  Whatever you can do to assist in

         15  getting that moving, I would appreciate.

         16                 Last, and again, we require the tools

         17  to do our job, sometimes that is funding that you

         18  have helpfully provided to us, and other cases it is

         19  equipment.  Again, let me ask you to remove the cost

         20  of the telephone service contracts, et cetera, from

         21  our budget.  We can certainly work very well if

         22  these things are removed from our budget.

         23                 I appreciate the time, thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  And
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          2  we thank you. Gary Giordano, followed by Alana Heist

          3  and Ann Pasmanick, in that order.

          4                 MR. GIORDANO:  Dear Deputy Speaker

          5  Spigner, that may be a title that you're not given

          6  often enough, and members of the Council, thanks for

          7  the opportunity for letting us come her before you

          8  today.  I have worked with Council Member

          9  McCaffrey's Office and Councilwoman Koslowitz's

         10  Office pretty closely over the years, and I

         11  appreciate all the hard work you put in, and I know

         12  that John Sabini has got a good reputation as

         13  regards to our border communities for getting a lot

         14  of things done.

         15                 I would like to echo some of what the

         16  other District Managers said as far as our offices

         17  go, but most of my testimony regards what I see

         18  based on what comes into the Community Board and

         19  Community Board members are saying to us as far as

         20  some of the problems in the communities.  And the

         21  City has come a long way in the last few years

         22  monetarily or financially, and that should help us

         23  to improve services while being physically

         24  responsible, and there has been a lot of job

         25  creation as well.  So my testimony basically
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          2  revolves around the need to keep our schools in good

          3  physical condition, have adequate classroom space,

          4  police protection, fire protection, sanitation

          5  services.  And sanitation services I would just like

          6  to point that the five- day a week school garbage

          7  collection has been critical, we thank you for your

          8  support of that.  We would have a lot of rodents

          9  running around the streets and a lot of very dismal

         10  looking conditions if it wasn't for the support of

         11  the City Council with regard to that matter.

         12                 Sanitation enforcement is important,

         13  especially sanitation police.  I know that in

         14  portions of Councilman McCaffrey's District, there

         15  is a lot of dumping, where we live there is a lot of

         16  dumping, wherever there is industrial area or

         17  railroad, and I think that the Sanitation Department

         18  has to do more of a focus in trying to catch illegal

         19  dumpers, and we have been saying that to them for

         20  quite a while.  As opposed to having sanitation

         21  police officers with guns looking in, you know 80-

         22  year old women's garbage pails, the dumping is

         23  flagrant, it's ongoing, and all we're doing is

         24  chasing our tails because the Sanitation Department

         25  goes out there and picks it up.  So we definitely
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          2  need more stake outs.

          3                 Roadway repair, resurfacing is an

          4  ongoing need. Repair is very good during the winter

          5  months, it is fair at best once resurfacing season

          6  starts.  It is very important that the City give

          7  more priority to the repair of cave- ins and pothole

          8  conditions along City roadways.  What is the City

          9  cost of lawsuits compared to adding a maintenance

         10  crew per borough?

         11                 Ongoing roadway resurfacing is very

         12  important, including contract resurfacing, as more

         13  heavy vehicles, trucks, buses, seem to be damaging

         14  roads each year and breaking water mains.

         15                 Traffic studies and signage

         16  installations.  These are among the worst services

         17  in the City of New York.  Even two more inspectors

         18  and two more signage installation crews in Queens

         19  would go a long way in diminishing the tremendous

         20  backlogs of all way- stop signage

         21  studies/installations, installation of new on- way

         22  signage, 25 MPH speed limits and other important

         23  traffic signs. Whether it be education,

         24  advertisements, whatever it be, with regard to

         25  people slowing down in their cars, especially in
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          2  residential communities.  I have tried to get speed

          3  limit signs in our communities, you know, they give

          4  you the run around.  If you could help with some of

          5  that, it just seems that the car commercials tell

          6  people how fast they can go and we are not counter

          7  acting it whatsoever, and there are a lot of deaths

          8  with regard to traffic accidents, and we're

          9  consistently asking for one- way studies, and all

         10  way stops, that is in signal studies, and these

         11  drivers really need to be calmed down.

         12                 I would like to echo what Mary Ann

         13  said with regard to youth services.  All the eggs

         14  have it have been put in the Beacon basket.  You

         15  know, we're going to have all these Beacon programs

         16  funded at four and five hundred thousand dollars a

         17  piece, and the smaller youth programs that are a

         18  mile away, and where kids from there are unlikely to

         19  go to the Beacon, and if they went to the Beacon,

         20  the Beacon would be overcrowded.  If these cuts of

         21  almost $20 million stand, these programs are going

         22  to close, and that is a sin.  Because for a long

         23  time groups like Woodside on the Move, and Grey

         24  Ridge Youth Council, were the only groups that were

         25  providing after school tutoring.  The Board of Ed
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          2  finally got wise and said, oh, let's do some after

          3  school tutoring, and they got, you know, Project

          4  Read or whatever the heck they call it, after

          5  school.  But these groups were in the forefront of

          6  trying to raise reading scores with parents out

          7  working or single parent households.  So I would

          8  appreciate your support in getting that $20 million

          9  restored to the budget.

         10                 And it's not like a discretionary

         11  money that the City Council gets to kind of target

         12  toward specific groups and the Borough President is

         13  wasted.  I have seen that money go for very good

         14  purposes.

         15                 Illegal building conversions are an

         16  ongoing problem. We, I, wholeheartedly support this

         17  night task force, ask your support for it in Queens,

         18  and whatever other borough need something like that

         19  to catch people when they're home from work.  So

         20  your support with regard to that is very important.

         21                 Park services and Forestry services

         22  are very important, and the Parks Department it's

         23  like we're totally dependent upon WEP workers now.

         24                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  If

         25  you could conclude, please, Mr. Giordano?
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          2                 MR. GIORDANO:  There is no more Parks

          3  maintenance workers.  I think, I say in the

          4  testimony we have nine or ten for 229 acres of

          5  parkland, but without the seasonals I think it is

          6  more like six in our district.  The rest of what I

          7  have there is more specific capital project needs.

          8                 Thanks a lot.

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         10  Thank you.  Okay, Alana Heist, Ann Pasmanick, and

         11  then Janet Schneider.

         12                 MS. HEIST:  Thank you, Archie.  I

         13  think the members of the City Council, also, I

         14  apologize for being late, at having had my name read

         15  out and not jumping up like a jack- of- box, like I

         16  usually do.  PS One is, of course, here to remind

         17  you that our services our wonderful and needy, and

         18  that we're doing a great job. There were over 4,000

         19  people at the last opening and I think some of the

         20  members of the City Council were able to join us for

         21  that event.

         22                 Now we were able to put on that event

         23  thanks to the generosity and the last minute saving

         24  thoughts of the City Council members who gave us an

         25  emergency grant.  And Walter and all of you who
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          2  orchestrated that grant, which we were practically

          3  unable to open if it hadn't been for that, and thank

          4  you very, very much.

          5                 Our budgets just aren't working out

          6  to be enough. I have been here the last couple of

          7  years to tell you that, and it is very difficult,

          8  for a place as successful as ours, to keep the doors

          9  open, to keep the place clean, and to keep the

         10  guards there for the programs.  We look forward to

         11  this summer, which will be a great and wonderful

         12  festival with not only music and art, but also we

         13  hope see films on Thursday nights for the

         14  neighborhood, but we can't do it even with the

         15  budget we have, let alone if the budget that has

         16  been proposed by the Mayor's Administration should

         17  go through.

         18                 The speeches that were handed out to

         19  you is the familiar one, it isolates $130,000 cut,

         20  which would be ours if this budget went through.

         21  But we all know the facts, and I had a moment of

         22  sympathy when I watched the Preakness Race and the

         23  man, the frantic man ran out on the race track to

         24  try to, we don't know what he was trying to do, but

         25  he apparently was trying to stop one of the horses,
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          2  presumably the lead horse.  I think Directors of

          3  Cultural Organizations sometimes feel that maybe

          4  they should just run out on a race track and say,

          5  stop the race a minute, we're trying to do a good

          6  job, we have to have a budget, we have to have a

          7  rational budget, and we want spend within our

          8  budgets, we don't want to spend more than we need,

          9  but, folks, we do need to have a rational consistent

         10  budget and not one which is threatened every string

         11  at the same time the horse races are running.

         12                 I want to remind that despite the

         13  rumors of our merger with the Museum of Art, a) it

         14  hasn't happen yet, although we do anticipate that it

         15  will happen; but, b) we will stay a CIG, that is our

         16  intention with our own staff and our own budget.  I

         17  see that Peter Vallone has joined us, and he knows

         18  very well the details of that, as too, Walter

         19  McCaffrey who has joined us consistently on every

         20  meeting to work out those details, but it is

         21  important that the rest of the Council do recognize

         22  that PS One stands as it has a proud, proud member

         23  of the Queens Arts community and really needs your

         24  support.  And thank you very much for the emergency

         25  support you gave us this spring, and we ask for your
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          2  continued consideration.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  We

          5  thank you.  Ann Pasmanick, Janet Schneider, and

          6  Rochelle Slovin.  We have been joined, if you didn't

          7  know who this distinguished gentleman on my right

          8  is, he is the Speaker of the City Council, the

          9  Honorable Peter F. Vallone.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Thank you, Archie.

         11  Just before you testify, you should know that even

         12  as I'm speaking to you, Albany is in a process of

         13  taking $400 million out of our budget, which is

         14  really a terrible, terrible thing to do.  Both

         15  Houses of the Legislature apparently cannot help

         16  themselves for doing this, and the Governor has

         17  already expressed, he says as soon as it gets on his

         18  desk, he is going to sign it.  And that is really a

         19  shame, here we are talking about what amounts to a

         20  very small portion of the budget, and at the same

         21  time, at the very same time when you're here

         22  pleading with your Council members to do what, as

         23  you know we always do, do, one way or another we

         24  make the best of a bad situation, somebody is about

         25  to make a disastrous situation out of our budget.
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          2                 And I think it is food for thought

          3  next time we see our State Representatives, and you

          4  see your State Representatives to find out what in

          5  the world were they thinking as they're doing this.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  Ms.

          7  Pasmanick, I thought you were in Washington, Ms.

          8  Pasmanick?  You came back for this presentation,

          9  right?

         10                 MS. PASMANICK:  I had to see you one

         11  more time.

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         13  Okay.  Those of you who do not know her, she has

         14  been the very able leader for a number of years for

         15  the Community Training and Resource Center, which

         16  serves both tenants and landlords, and both groups

         17  like her, and didn't say they won't hate her, they

         18  both like her.

         19                 MS. PASMANICK:  Thank you very much,

         20  Council Member Spigner, and thank you for inviting

         21  us to your beautiful borough, and thank you, Speaker

         22  Vallone, for coming to hear me speak, your timing

         23  was excellent, and thank you Committee members.  I

         24  am joined by my wonderful colleagues, Jacqueline

         25  Richardson and Kevin Ryan. Kevin, who will succeed
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          2  me as Director of CTRC, which may be both a blessing

          3  and a curse for him.  It's a hard job to keep these

          4  doors open and to continue to do the work that we

          5  do, and I really am truly and moved honored to be

          6  here, because you helped us do a wonderful program

          7  this year, called, "The Landlord Training Program."

          8  And we have tried to make clear that the

          9  beneficiaries, our tenants, who were previously

         10  frozen in the winter because of a lack of heat, and

         11  the owners who are providers of housing in lowest

         12  income neighborhoods who really do not have the

         13  information or financial resources or tools needed

         14  to out play in a regulated market.  We were given

         15  funding by the Council last year, that was an

         16  amazing thing to have happen and we are very, very

         17  appreciative of that support.

         18                 What we did after that was a big no,

         19  no, in every business planning book in the country,

         20  which is to run a program without a registered

         21  contract or any money.  And I'm happy to say that we

         22  ran a wonderful program and we finished three months

         23  of training in Queens, and we're very proud to have

         24  got that information to this borough, but I'm sad to

         25  say that it practically bankrupted the organization
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          2  because we haven't seen a penny yet of that money as

          3  administered by HPD, and that has been very hard on

          4  us and other provided needed services in the City of

          5  New York.  I know you are quite familiar with that.

          6                 To add sort of insult to injury, we

          7  have been taken out of the budget for next year.  We

          8  hope that you will help us to remedy that, and we

          9  know there are many other pressures, but we think

         10  that a program that has brought such input and

         11  recidivism among landlord violators is one that

         12  should be continued, and we should find other ways

         13  to make our collaborators in this program good

         14  partners in other aspects of housing preservation

         15  strategies.

         16                 At the same time we support continued

         17  funding for community consultants who are really the

         18  front line and last of a line of organizations that

         19  are geared up to help renters in unsound housing

         20  conditions to improve their situations.  And year

         21  after year after year you are our champions in this

         22  effort, and we're sad to have to come back and say

         23  the same thing, but please keep the program whole,

         24  because in this borough and in all of the others it

         25  plays such a significant role, as do code
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          2  inspectors.

          3                 And code inspectors to do a noble job

          4  here in looking at illegal conversions and following

          5  up the violations really need to be deployed in the

          6  most strategic way, which they probably are not now,

          7  and we need more numbers.  You made a successful

          8  effort to have more positions filled, and we hope

          9  the City will hurry up and hire them as they have

         10  promised you they would do and as they have not yet

         11  done to the full extent that they should.

         12                 So, I thank you very, very much.  I

         13  will appreciate your continued support.  Kevin can

         14  tell you more, if you like, about his work in Queens

         15  over the last three months in bringing our strategy

         16  for getting heat turned back on, and code

         17  enforcement in full swing in this borough, and so we

         18  thank you for that.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         20  Well, we're going to miss you and we know Kevin, who

         21  has been your protege all these years, and we're

         22  assured that he is more than able to try to full

         23  those shoes, and as a long time participant in this

         24  budget, I was going to say budget boogies, budget

         25  paths, you know that you should stay close to key
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          2  members of the Council as well as key members of the

          3  budget staff, and we will try not to disappoint you

          4  again.

          5                 MS. PASMANICK:  Thank you for making

          6  it possible.

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:  And

          8  good luck to you.

          9                 MS. PASMANICK:  Thank you.

         10                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         11  Janet Schneider, followed by Rochelle Slovin.

         12                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  Good afternoon,

         13  Speaker Vallone, Deputy Majority Leader Spigner,

         14  Honorable members, it is always my pleasure to come

         15  and speak to the Queens Delegation, and I assure you

         16  that the CIG knows where the budget is wrought, and

         17  the agonizing decisions you are faced with, and we,

         18  also, lament the situation with the commuter tax,

         19  and have been in touch and will continue to be in

         20  touch with Albany, although it seems to be of no

         21  avail.

         22                 I'm, as you know, Executive Director

         23  of the Cultural Institutions Group, and I'm here to

         24  support the testimony of the eight CIG institutions

         25  to which you have already heard from.  You have my
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          2  written testimony there, they are for the record,

          3  The American Museum of the Moving Image, where we

          4  are this afternoon, Flushing Town Hall, PS One

          5  Contemporary Art Center, Jamaica Art Center, New

          6  York Hall of Science, Queens Botanical Garden, my

          7  good friend, Susan Lacerte, sitting right here The

          8  Queens Museum of Art, and The Queens Theater in the

          9  Park.  I know you are all well familiar and some of

         10  you have even performed at The Queens Theater in the

         11  Park recently with these institutions and what they

         12  do.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Don't bring that

         14  up, please.

         15                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  And the directors

         16  will tell you what the $23 million cut to DCA means

         17  to each one of them in dollar terms.  It is roughly

         18  a 20 percent cut, since it all comes out of their

         19  general operating support, and you also well know

         20  that those dollars are the most difficult dollars to

         21  replace.

         22                 I'm going to skip along here, you

         23  know also, we're very grateful for what you have

         24  done for us in the past, and one, I think very

         25  salient point is the rate of growth in these
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          2  institutions.  In just one year our attendance

          3  statistic has rocketed up to 18.6 million visits,

          4  it's more than three times the combined attendance

          5  of the Mets, the Yankees, the Knicks, and the

          6  Rangers, and you would be surprised about how much

          7  of that attendance is right here in Queens.  That is

          8  an increase of over 1.4 million visitors in one

          9  year.

         10                 And as I also know you are well

         11  aware, we have a profound effect on the City's

         12  economy, and the statistics there also show this

         13  rate of growth.  In one year our economic impact has

         14  gone up from $1.98 billion to $2.27 billion, an

         15  increase of over $250 million of that economic pump,

         16  that it is felt by the businesses that surround

         17  these institutions.

         18                 I know these numbers sound

         19  staggering, very huge, like any business we have to

         20  look at all sectors of our operations and analyze

         21  them, and crunch the numbers, and believe me we

         22  crunch them hard, and we have squeezed our private

         23  sources of support to the extent that the percentage

         24  of private support of these institutions is now up

         25  to 86 percent.  That means the City percentage has
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          2  been declining, the private percentage has been

          3  increasing, but there is only so much that can be

          4  done in a given year.  We cannot survive a $23

          5  million reduction without looking at a loss of

          6  services and layoffs, and all the things nobody

          7  wants to happen, apparently, at least, nobody in

          8  this room.

          9                 So we do recognize the tough choices

         10  you have to make, we hope we will remain the high

         11  priority that we have been for you in the past.  I

         12  urge you to keep the cultural institutions in their

         13  deserved place in the City budget, and I pledge that

         14  if you do so, we will return to you a City in which

         15  culture in the arts flourish as never before.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Thank you very

         18  much.  Rochelle, Rochelle Slovin.

         19                 MS. SLOVIN:  Good afternoon, Mr.

         20  Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, I'm Rochelle Slovin,

         21  Director of the American Museum of the Moving Image,

         22  and thank you, once again, for the honor of holding

         23  these hearings at the Museum, next year, I think we

         24  are going to try to do something to glamorize this

         25  lighting setup, so don't forget to talk to me about
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          2  that.  We all know, and really from the bottom of my

          3  heart, how much the unwavering commitment of you,

          4  Mr. Speaker, and you, Walter, and all of the rest of

          5  the members of the City Council have meant to the

          6  creation of this Museum, and we're very, very

          7  grateful to you.

          8                 Just the other day at a meeting with

          9  Terri Thompson, the Queens member of the New York

         10  City Board of Education, she said how profoundly

         11  grateful she is to Moving Image for our innovative

         12  education programs for high school students.  We

         13  are, Terri confirmed, the only Museum in New York

         14  City uniquely dedicated to this underserved age

         15  group.  In fact, the Museum's high school programs

         16  have been booked to capacity throughout this year,

         17  we're over booked through June, in recognition of

         18  this important need for programming the Independence

         19  Community Foundation has just awarded the Museum, in

         20  fact, we're going to have a press conference with

         21  them on the 7th of June, just awarded the Museum a

         22  major grant to allow us to open on Mondays for

         23  school groups.  So we now have the distinction of

         24  being open seven days a week, which is really a very

         25  major accomplishment.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            65

          1  QUEENS DELEGATION

          2                 We're about to embark on an extremely

          3  important project that Walter is very familiar with,

          4  to reorganize and recatalogue the Museum's

          5  unparallel collection of motion picture and

          6  television artifacts.  This is the largest such

          7  collection in the nation, and one of the largest and

          8  most important of its kind in the world, and we

          9  here, in the Borough of Queens house really what in

         10  Europe would called patrimony of motion pictures and

         11  television, a tremendous collection, which is about

         12  to get much larger, I hope to be able to announce a

         13  very, very major gift that you're all going to be

         14  crazy about in July, it is going to do a lot for

         15  Queens and a lot for the American Museum of the

         16  Moving Image. This project, this collection's

         17  project will allow the Museum to open a Research

         18  Center and Archive, and to place its collection on

         19  the Internet, making Moving Image a truly global

         20  institution.

         21                 We are urgently requesting capital

         22  funds and are working closely with Walter on a

         23  project to provide the facilities necessary for the

         24  proper care and storage of this unique cultural

         25  asset.
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          2                 And I know I don't have to tell you,

          3  you are really true friends in government, how truly

          4  disheartening it is to once again face the prospect

          5  of devastating cuts to our DCA allocation. In our

          6  case, the American Museum of the Moving Image is

          7  recommended for $305,383 proposed cut in the

          8  Executive Budget, $305,000, there is no way for us

          9  to replace.  This blow comes just as we have

         10  received major new gifts from new donors, such as

         11  the Rockefeller Foundation, Bell Atlantic, Globix,

         12  Inc., who recognize our outstanding and pioneering

         13  work, important New York City donors. These private

         14  gifts however, are predicated on the continuation of

         15  current levels of public support.  And I can tell

         16  you that even the most energetic and savvy emergency

         17  fund raising campaign could never replace cuts of

         18  this order of magnitude.  And as Alana suggested, in

         19  some respects we are victims of our own success, we

         20  get bigger, we get stronger, we are able to raise

         21  more money, but our fundamental operations, our

         22  security, our maintenance, the maintenance of this

         23  building, which is owned by the City of New York

         24  becomes harder and harder for us with these proposed

         25  cuts.
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          2                 I feel confident that you will help

          3  us maintain our important public education mission.

          4  You have proposed extremely interesting, extremely

          5  insightful new ways to think about cultural funding,

          6  I would be most happy, and I know that my colleagues

          7  would too, to discuss with you ways in which,

          8  perhaps, the cultural funding situation could be

          9  revised.  I feel very, very confident that you will

         10  find a way to safeguard and, indeed, increase

         11  funding to the City's treasured cultural

         12  institutions.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Rochelle, let me

         15  just ask, one of the things that I'm very interested

         16  in, as you know, is the possibility of your

         17  cooperating with and actually being a sponsor of a

         18  school in this area that would not only utilize the

         19  services of this wonderful Museum, but also would

         20  encourage young people from around the City to

         21  participate in creative arts.  I wanted to

         22  compliment you for that, and I know that due to the

         23  present crises that is going on, not only with the

         24  budget but also with the Board of Education, that

         25  may be on a bit of a backburner, but I would hope
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          2  that by this time next year, it will be up and

          3  started.

          4                 MS. SLOVIN:  Thank you, Peter, and

          5  we're hopeful too, and we have been assured that

          6  irrespective of these arguments, that in the end

          7  that charters do come from the State, and that plans

          8  for a public school open to all the students in New

          9  York City can be created here that will emphasize

         10  the performing arts and the motion picture and

         11  television arts and sciences, and we look forward to

         12  working very closely with you on this project.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Thank you,

         15  Rochelle.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         17  very much.  Our next series of witnesses, Marilyn

         18  Bitterman, Anthony Koff, Mr. Koff, are you here?

         19                 MS. BITTERMAN:  I would like to thank

         20  the City Council for giving me the opportunity to

         21  speak before you on the budget.  I handed in my

         22  testimony, I'm not going to go through a lot of the

         23  stuff, but I just would like to say that the

         24  Community Board presently has been in temporary

         25  office space, since August of '94.  The situation
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          2  the office is deplorable, we have no heating, we

          3  have poor ventilation, excessive heating because

          4  we're across from the boiler and incinerator rooms,

          5  the office has vermin and it's just a horrible,

          6  horrible working condition, and we would like the

          7  City to, we're handicapped accessible by the way,

          8  but we would like the City to help expedite finding

          9  us office space that would be suitable and a health

         10  working environment.

         11                 Also, we're not hooked to the

         12  computer system.  I have had to hire a consultant,

         13  and I am going to spend almost $2,000.  We're

         14  networked within the office, however, all we can do

         15  is talk to one another, we're not hooked to the

         16  City's system, and I have just found out that OMB

         17  has made no provision for us to be hooked to the

         18  City system.

         19                 I don't want to go on, I just am

         20  asking the City Council, we are one of the largest

         21  Community Boards, we service almost, well over

         22  250,000, in fact, the police and service agencies

         23  have told us that we service almost 270,000, of

         24  which are 120,000 new Americans who are having a

         25  difficult time assimilating.  We have a wonderful
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          2  working staff who works very, very hard with them,

          3  and we would like to hire additional staff, but we

          4  can't at the present level.

          5                 I would like to thank the City

          6  Council for relieving some of our costs in previous

          7  years, but I would like to ask them to possibly give

          8  us some additional money or pick up the cost of our

          9  contracts, our computer contracts, our telephone.

         10  This would give us the ability to hire an additional

         11  person, staff person to alleviate some of the very

         12  intense workload that we have.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Mr. Koff,

         15  followed by Mary Ann Razinski, Mary Ann, are you

         16  here?

         17                 MR. KOFF:  Honorable Council members,

         18  Speaker Vallone, my name is Anthony Koff, but it is

         19  a little daunting to be here because we can't, yet,

         20  thank you for your funding, we're new kids on the

         21  block and there are a lot of worthy causes here.  In

         22  any event, I will go ahead and say that I am a

         23  composer and a musician, and I'm the co- founder of

         24  the Riverside Symphony, which is a professional

         25  orchestra in its 18th season.  We have gotten,
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          2  consistently, terrific reviews from all the major

          3  New York critics and performed in Lincoln Center,

          4  and have made quite a few recordings.  We're a

          5  grassroots organization, we started out with three

          6  concerts at the Riverside Church on the Upper West

          7  Side of Manhattan, and have continued to reach out

          8  to the community with concerts for inner- City

          9  school kids and lots of other good things like that.

         10                 We're here to tell you about a

         11  phenomenal new education and outreach initiative

         12  that we want to bring to Queens, we're launching it

         13  next season, and it's called, "Music Memory." The

         14  curriculum is geared to children at two levels,

         15  grades 3 and 4, and 5 and 6, and it basically helps

         16  kids memorize 16 great pieces of music every year

         17  from Bach and Mozart to Stravinsky and Duke

         18  Ellington.  Then each year, starting next spring,

         19  schools will select a five- member team from both

         20  levels to compete in a Citywide Music Memory Final

         21  at Lincoln Center, where the Riverside Symphony will

         22  play excerpts from each selection to determine the

         23  winners, a sort of Name that Tune for classical

         24  music.

         25                 When we heard about Music Memory, we
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          2  instantly realized this was a wonderful thing to

          3  grab onto, a music education program we could

          4  finally believe in.  Why?  Because the whole point

          5  of it is to familiarize young people with great

          6  music, which is exactly how I and every musician I

          7  ever met, got involved in music in the first place.

          8                 The program started in Texas of all

          9  places, and it has been a fabulous success there, in

         10  fact, we have video tapes to prove it, tapes of TV

         11  Broadcast of the contest, which show the kids

         12  correctly identifying very sophisticated music,

         13  dates, perhaps, on a mere chord or a melodic

         14  fragment played by the orchestra.  It is very moving

         15  to witness this.

         16                 In addition, we are seeking you to

         17  supplement this education program, Music Memory,

         18  with full orchestra children's concerts at Lincoln

         19  Center, as well as in school children's concerts and

         20  visits by our orchestra musicians for all

         21  participating schools.  Now we're not the only ones

         22  who think this is a fabulous opportunity for New

         23  York City school children and our community.  There

         24  was a tremendous response at a recent meeting

         25  attended by the Arts Coordinators from all the
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          2  districts, and we're looking at a situation now

          3  where we have ten times or more the number of

          4  schools who participate in this than we have ever

          5  anticipated in the first year.

          6                 So we're asking for your help up to

          7  $5,000 to guarantee that this program gets into your

          8  district and to fund on location concerts or special

          9  musical activity in your community. And I guarantee

         10  there is absolutely no other program like this in

         11  this region, and the opportunity, the Music Memory

         12  Finals at Lincoln Center will provide the

         13  opportunity for you to share this experience and we

         14  believe it will bring a lot of media attention,

         15  because it is really a unique and very moving

         16  program.

         17                 Thank you for your time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Mary Ann,

         19  followed by Kathy Giaimo.

         20                 MS. RAZINSKI:  Thank you, once again,

         21  for this opportunity to speak, and for your strong

         22  commitment to the cultural organizations in this

         23  borough.

         24                 Good afternoon, my name is Mary Ann

         25  Razinski, Executive Director of King Manor Museum,
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          2  in King Park Jamaica. King Manor is a City- owned

          3  historic house museum, and one of the many cultural

          4  organizations whose modest budget, modest allocation

          5  has been zeroed out of the Mayor's Executive Budget.

          6    I'm here to appeal as passionately as I can for

          7  the restoration of our line item funding of $24,000.

          8    You simply cannot do otherwise, it is unthinkable.

          9                 The systematic erosion of public

         10  funding for King Manor over the years, coupled with

         11  this latest threat of 100 percent cut, completely

         12  undermines the City's multimillion dollar investment

         13  in the Manor's restoration several years ago, and it

         14  seriously jeopardizes years of hard work and

         15  dedication that have brought this important historic

         16  site back into the life of the community.  Millions

         17  of public dollars will have been squandered if you

         18  allow this cultural institution to dissolve, and

         19  dissolve it will, on the eve of its 100th

         20  Anniversary.  For the King Manor Association,

         21  simply, cannot manage this City- owned historic

         22  house without support from the City.

         23                 I'm also here today, to request

         24  additional funding of $26,000 from the Queens

         25  Delegation.  As you all know, we're growing by leaps
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          2  and bounds, attendance at King Manor has increased

          3  eleven fold in the past five years, straining our

          4  shoestring budgets to the breaking point.  Last year

          5  attendance soared to over 12,400 visitors, an

          6  increase of 70 percent, this is more than twice the

          7  national average for historic house museums and on a

          8  par with leading houses in the City.  We project

          9  15,000 visitors this year, and unless you think that

         10  is not a lot of people for us to manage, we do that

         11  with a staff of only two full- time, two student

         12  interns, and if we're lucky, a part- time seasonal

         13  docent, and a core of dedicated volunteers.  Each of

         14  our visitors, each of our school children, each of

         15  our adults that comes to visit, receives a very

         16  personal, very unique, guided tour that last between

         17  an hour and an hour and one- half, it's not a drop

         18  in and visit the place yourself.             As I

         19  ask for this very modest public funding, I want you

         20  to know that we have raised more than 60 percent of

         21  our budget from private sources and earned income.

         22  We have done all the things that have been suggested

         23  that cultural organizations do to stabilize and

         24  strengthen themselves.  Last year our corporate

         25  contributions increase 60 percent, individual
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          2  donations were up 62 percent, and income from

          3  program fees rose nearly 130.  We launched an annual

          4  appeal, we submitted competitive proposals and

          5  received all four New York City Cultural Challenge

          6  Awards, and we even sent staff out to run for

          7  dollars at the recent Jamaica 5k Run, but all this

          8  private fund raising does not substitute for

          9  sustained City funding, for a City- owned historic

         10  house, and nothing will.

         11                 The Mayor may call it fiscal

         12  conservatism, but it is really a lack of serious

         13  commitment from the City of New York for its own

         14  historic and cultural patrimony, and this lack of

         15  commitment will surely jeopardize the new

         16  relationships that we forge with the private sector.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  I ask that

         18  you begin to sum up?

         19                 MS. RAZINSKI:  We need to know that

         20  the City is an active, contributing partner at King

         21  Manor Museum.  We're asking for a total funding

         22  package of only $50,000, ladies and gentleman, it's

         23  a pittance, but you know it will make all the

         24  difference here.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY: Ms. Giaimo,

          3  followed by Terry Osborne, Terry, are you out there?

          4    Followed by Marcella Ross, Marcella, please, come

          5  over to the microphone?

          6                 MS. GIAIMO:  Good afternoon.  I'm

          7  Kathy Giaimo from Thalia Spanish Theater for 22

          8  years.  Pardon me?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  I just

         10  wanted to talk about your representation to the

         11  Council.

         12                 MS.GIAIMO:  Okay, thank you.  For 22

         13  years we have been the only Spanish Theater in

         14  Queens, we serve about 10,000 people throughout the

         15  Tri- State area, but our potential audience is much

         16  larger.  There are 471,000 Hispanic people in Queens

         17  alone.

         18                 We could survive the Mayor's cuts to

         19  DCA, but only if we dump the most expensive

         20  production of our season, our annual zarzuelas, or

         21  Spanish operetta, which features cast of up to 20

         22  opera trained singers, dancing, and period costumes

         23  and sets. We're the only theater in New York and one

         24  of the few in the nation, producing complete

         25  authentic zarzuelas every year.  Take away our DCA
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          2  funding, and we're reduced to producing one or two

          3  plays a year, with the smallest cast possible,

          4  recycling props, costumes and sets, hiring fewer

          5  artists, and doing less business with fewer vendors.

          6                 I know you have heard this from us

          7  before, the reason that we're still saying it is

          8  because thanks to the Council's restorations in the

          9  past, we haven't had to reduce our season, yet.

         10  We're an important presence in our community, we

         11  give away hundreds of free tickets to our local

         12  senior center, we participate in the high- five

         13  tickets to the arts, to make $5 tickets available to

         14  high school students, we present free concerts in

         15  our neighborhood park every May, no one else does

         16  that, we bring thousands of visitors to Sunnyside.

         17  If you walk up Greenpoint Avenue and compare our

         18  block to the others, ours is the only one with

         19  restaurants, all of which benefit from us.  Two of

         20  them, both serving cuisine from Spain in the

         21  America's, opened just in the last couple of years.

         22  The newsstand next door, actually changes its

         23  schedule and stays open later when we have shows

         24  running.  So what we do benefits everyone.

         25                 One of the great things about New
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          2  York is, all the people here who specialized in

          3  doing one thing and doing it better than anyone

          4  else, and many of the program groups of DCA like

          5  that. We specialize in cultural traditions and

          6  audiences that often are overlooked.  Yet, we're in

          7  danger of being overlooked if DCA is eliminated.

          8  We're afraid that a new agency will funnel most of

          9  the funding to sport stadiums or tourist

         10  attractions, which will feature our programming and

         11  reach out to our audiences only during our

         12  respective heritage months.  The 471,000 Hispanic

         13  people in Queens deserve relevant, quality

         14  programming year round, and that is what DCA makes

         15  possible, it creates equal access.  We can and do

         16  seek funding from other sources, in fact, last year

         17  DCA only made up 16 percent of our budget, we made

         18  up 84 percent from other sources, 80 percent of that

         19  from the private sector alone.  But we only have 74

         20  seats and we can't promise corporate sponsors access

         21  to a lot of people with lots of disposable income,

         22  that is just not our audience.

         23                 We know how hard the City Council

         24  always fights to restore art funds, and we do not

         25  take your support for granted, if we did, we
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          2  wouldn't be here today and every year.  The reason

          3  everyone talks to you guys is because you are the

          4  ones who listen. We need an agency devoted solely to

          5  the arts, we need DCA, because New York City is the

          6  arts capital of the world, not the sports capital.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Kimberly

          9  Verna, representing Romania Information and Referral

         10  Center, Incorporated, Veronique Lamel, followed by

         11  Tyra Emerson, Tyra are you here? Please, you will be

         12  next up to the mic, thank you.

         13                 MS. VERNA:  Good afternoon.  My name

         14  is Kimberly Verna, and I am Acting Executive

         15  Director of the Romania Information and Referral

         16  Center, Incorporated, and I would like to take this

         17  opportunity to thank you for your past support of

         18  the organization.  RIRC is a pioneer in developing

         19  and providing services to Romanian and Eastern

         20  European populations.  The agency has been a way

         21  station of the successful wave of immigrants and

         22  refugees to New York City for the past five years.

         23  The applicants knowledge and experience obtained

         24  with working with new rivals, provides the basis for

         25  our funding.  Our funding request to develop and
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          2  assist in the convening an advisory board of newly

          3  arrived refugees or immigrants for self- help

          4  purposes.

          5                 The increasing percentage of new

          6  arrivals from Europe, refugees from the world of

          7  major recent troubled spots, the Balkans, as

          8  resulted in the agency being inundated with calls

          9  from immigrants inquiring about bringing additional

         10  family members to the United States.  These events

         11  may spark a wave of new immigration and the need for

         12  such services may grow dramatically. This trend is

         13  expected to continue well into the next century.

         14                 Due to the culture and language

         15  barriers, there are serious limitations and gaps in

         16  the service delivery system.  These immigrants are

         17  frequently unable to effectively utilize available

         18  resettlement and acculturation services.  To address

         19  this the RIRC engages in outreach efforts to

         20  identify new arrivals who are vulnerable and at risk

         21  in order to provide them with a safety net. Eastern

         22  Europeans are extremely diverse in terms of their

         23  linguist, cultural, and ethnic background.  There

         24  are very few programs that are culturally

         25  linguistically and relevant to their needs.  This is
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          2  an opportunity to bring the newer population into

          3  the system and to address the social, psychological,

          4  economic housing, education, and legal service needs

          5  to change their lives with more independence.      In

          6  addition to the immigration refugee assistance

          7  portion of the program, such as ESL Civic classes,

          8  funded by the Youth and Community Development

          9  Department for several evenings each week, program

         10  hours are extended to include social activities and

         11  support groups.  More than that, the agency has been

         12  approached by the DYCD to provide English classes

         13  and services for Albanian refugees.

         14                 We, therefore, propose the following

         15  initiative:

         16                 1.  Peer counselors.

         17                 2.  To expand job development.

         18                 3.  Evening socialization program,

         19  life skills training.

         20                 In order to address the needs of its

         21  targeted population, RIRC operates on a full- time

         22  basis and relocated to a secure program site in

         23  Sunnyside, Queens.  Without your assistance, I will

         24  be forced to break the agency's lease and return the

         25  Youth and Community Development Department funding,
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          2  since we're relocating the program there is no

          3  longer an option.  Should this occur, it is unlikely

          4  that the RIRC will ever be able to secure public

          5  funding again.  It will hurt, not only my agency and

          6  its clients, but our community as a whole, as well. The

          7  funding requested in the amount of $60,000, which is

          8  on the attached budget.

          9                 We thank you for this opportunity to

         10  share with you what our needs are as we continue to

         11  progress forward to being productive tax paying

         12  members of our society.  With these programs being

         13  funded, we will close some of the gaps in our

         14  community.  We look forward to working together to

         15  foster this sense of empowerment, which is crucial

         16  to immigrants.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Just one

         19  quick question, as I understand the Administration

         20  is not funded and the requested programs that you

         21  just mentioned, correct?

         22                 MS. VERNA:  I'm sorry?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  The City

         24  Administration has not funded any of your requests,

         25  or they have not indicated that they are including
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          2  your requests in the budget.

          3                 MS. VERNA:  Okay.

          4                 MS. ROSEN:  (broken English) My name

          5  is Marcella Rosen.  I am the founder of the Romanian

          6  Information and Referral Center.  The money that I

          7  got was for the English classes and the Civic

          8  classes are given to my agency through Ad Hoc,

          9  because I applied for the moderate fee, but will be

         10  issued by July 1st. Since then, I was approached to

         11  improve for my classes for Albanians, and I had to

         12  move - -

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:   Well my

         14  question is has the Administration said that they

         15  will help you with any other funding on this?

         16                 MS. ROSEN:  No.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Okay,

         18  thank you.

         19                 MS. VERNA:  Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         21  very much. Tyra Emerson.  Tyra, just come on down,

         22  so you're set up, please? Thank you.  Followed by

         23  Virginia McKeown, okay, Virginia, you will be on

         24  this side here, please, thank you.  Yes, please.

         25                 MS. LAMEL:  Good evening, and thank
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          2  you for having us here again.  My name is Veronique

          3  Lamel, and I am the Executive Director of Jamaica

          4  Center for Arts and Learning.

          5                 In recent years I have come to you

          6  and I have said, we're almost open, the renovation

          7  is almost done, well, this year I can tell you that

          8  on September 18th, 1998, the Jamaica Art Center

          9  reopened, and as the Deputy Majority Leader can

         10  attest to, we are jammed packed.  Council Member

         11  Spigner dropped by late on a Saturday, and he could

         12  not believe the activity that was still going on at

         13  five o'clock in the evening at the Art Center.

         14                 At this point, the Jamaica Center for

         15  Arts and Learning is scheduled for a $166,000 cut to

         16  our operating expenses. This comes at the same point

         17  that we are ready to respond to the request of our

         18  community.  Our building is done, there has been a

         19  $3.6 million renovation funded by the City Council,

         20  it's gorgeous, we are ready to start our Literacy

         21  and Arts programs after school, which is a bridge to

         22  the Project Read programs that we have been doing

         23  with the Board of Ed, will now be working with the

         24  4th and 5th graders, because as you know, Project

         25  Read goes to 3rd grade, they take the test, that is
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          2  it.  Well, the parents are nervous, the parents are

          3  worried, that is not where learning stops, that is

          4  actually where we need to start, so we have a

          5  program responding to the concerns of the parents in

          6  our community for a continuation program, after

          7  school at the Arts Center.

          8                 Additionally, we have started an

          9  architecture program for 4th, 5th, and 6th graders

         10  that also deals with math, science, and reading, but

         11  it uses the architecture and local history on

         12  southeastern Queens.

         13                 We also, at their request, add the

         14  adults who are bringing in our new residents, are

         15  looking for ESL classes at the same time that their

         16  kids are in classes at the Art Center, so we are

         17  poised to help with that.  We have been talking to

         18  the Queens Supreme Court and there is a desperate

         19  need for a place for supervised visits for non-

         20  custodial parents.  We have taken a year to work

         21  with the court system to come up with a program that

         22  builds positive nuance with the families.  All of

         23  these programs are supported, the direct program

         24  support is coming from private sources.  Over the

         25  last seven years that I have been talking to you,
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          2  actually I have been talking to you for ten, but

          3  over the last seven years we have been able to

          4  increase our private revenue by 143 percent.

          5                 I don't know what else to do, you

          6  know, with the program, the program support is there

          7  from the private sources, however, with the type of

          8  cut that we're slated for, we will be able to be

          9  open on Sunday for the non- custodial parents

         10  program, we will not be able to have the maintenance

         11  and the security for our facilities, that means

         12  that, you know, again, this 100- year- old building

         13  will start to slide.  We do as much as we can, but

         14  we really must ask the City Council to once again

         15  and I know we come to you every year, but once again

         16  to step up and help us, and, you know, I know that

         17  all of you have been very supportive. Councilwoman

         18  Marshall, I just talked to you outside, we work in

         19  most of your districts.  As Council Member Abel

         20  pointed out last year that he was surprised that our

         21  programs are even in his district in Douglaston.  So

         22  we have been working across the board, and we just

         23  ask for your help.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Tyra.
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          2                 MS. EMERSON:  Good afternoon.  My

          3  name is Tyra Emerson.  I'm the Executive Director

          4  for Cultural Collaborative Jamaica.

          5                 Never before have the arts faced such

          6  challenge to their very existence.  Unique and

          7  creative solutions seem essential, if the arts are

          8  to survive.  It is because of this challenge that

          9  Cultural Collaborative Jamaica was formed to

         10  coordinate a plan of action that supports cultural

         11  and economic vitality in Jamaica.  It is a

         12  community- based, collective effort to link cultural

         13  and economic development statutes through a greater

         14  sharing of resources and opportunities among

         15  cultural groups in southeastern Queens.

         16                 The Collaborative is an alliance of

         17  14 local arts and business groups and was founded

         18  several years ago to support the arts in Jamaica.

         19  Together, we are strongly committed to the

         20  revitalization of Downtown Jamaica as a community-

         21  based, cultural commercial center.  Over the past

         22  year the Collaborative has presented arts in the

         23  park, a program for children in King's Park with the

         24  King Manor Museum, with 3,500 children attending

         25  five summer performances:  Holiday's on the Avenue,
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          2  Sacred Music Concerts for holiday shoppers, average

          3  attendance of 200 plus.  We also celebrate the rich,

          4  ethnic diversity of our borough with a summer

          5  festival called, The Jamaica Arts and Music Summer

          6  Festival. Last year in King's Park, 10,000 people

          7  attended this event.

          8                 We have been diligently working on

          9  projects that link the arts with economic

         10  development, such as a mural on the construction

         11  fence of the new FDA Building called, Good Fences,

         12  Good Neighbors at York College, and the proposed

         13  renovation and new use of the former First Reformed

         14  Church on Jamaica Avenue and 153rd Street.  With

         15  respect to the Mayor's financial plan it is our

         16  unanimous position against the proposed elimination

         17  of DCA funds and against the cultural challenge.  A

         18  cut to the DCA program budget will drastically

         19  reduce the number of program offerings and could

         20  shut down many of the smaller organizations that are

         21  members of the Collaborative.  To be part of a

         22  collaborative is a commitment to the community and

         23  to each other.  We ask for your continued support in

         24  the program efforts, and I thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you
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          2  very much. Calling Virginia McKeown and Gary Strong,

          3  following Ms. McKeown at this microphone, Vivian

          4  Troloff, Vivian, are you here?  Yes, state your

          5  name.

          6                 MS. MCKEOWN:  My name is Virginia

          7  McKeown.  I run the Rudy Hepatitis C Support Group

          8  in Queens, we have over 50 members, we started with

          9  seven, but we have a lot of homebound people.  Like

         10  I take the medicine, I took it today, and you get

         11  flu like symptoms every day, that is why I had to

         12  bring someone with me, so he can speak.

         13                 MR. COX:  My name is Freddie Cox, and

         14  I'm here with Virginia to, as a matter of fact, we

         15  appreciate the opportunity to be here to speak.

         16  Hepatitis C is a quiet, silent killer, and I surmise

         17  that millions and millions of people are affected by

         18  it, because the method of it being contacted is to

         19  tatoos, dental work, haircuts, barber shops, if you

         20  have attended any of these places and it's a

         21  potential that you could be HCV affected.  So we're

         22  trying to drum up enough interest in it so that

         23  people could be aware that they can go and be tested

         24  with their doctors.  And I have noticed since I have

         25  been coming with and participating in the group,
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          2  that we have had people from the age of 16 to 66,

          3  okay, that is the range.

          4                 So this is something that we really

          5  must pay attention to, it is happening, it is among

          6  us, it is in us.  And I suggest that all people

          7  should be checked out.  Just go to your doctor and

          8  ask the doctor to provide you a test that will help

          9  you.

         10                 We also engage in informing the

         11  doctors, because a lot of the doctors, they don't

         12  know, they're not informed, and they just tell you,

         13  well, you have Hepatitis C, these are the medicines

         14  that you can take, and that is it.  So by providing

         15  a support group, like that we have, we give them an

         16  environment that people can talk about the

         17  experiences of what they're going through, because

         18  it is a really serious thing.  And a lot of people

         19  really benefit from it, and appreciate it.

         20                 So I'm here, and I'm in Brooklyn, I'm

         21  in Brooklyn, and I'm starting one up in Brooklyn, at

         22  least, we are attempting to.   So any support, any

         23  help, and any long playing that we can solicit here,

         24  it would be greatly, greatly appreciated, because it

         25  is important.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Yes, thank

          3  you very much.

          4                 MS. MCKEOWN:  I would like to say

          5  that there is over five million people in the United

          6  States that they know have it, and there is two

          7  million that they don't know.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  Walter, without

         11  slowing things down, can I just ask exactly what

         12  they are looking for?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  For their

         14  support services, to do a peer counseling program.

         15                 MS. MCKEOWN:  All of us are

         16  volunteers.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  So what

         18  they are doing in essence is they have set up a

         19  small, they're working within the community, they

         20  have provided computer services, but they obviously

         21  need assistance in terms of delivering of materials

         22  that way, the locations for their meetings, they

         23  need supplies, postage.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  Do you have a

         25  dollar amount that we can discuss another time?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Yes, yes,

          3  we have put in, last year, as the Council did a

          4  $10,000 grant and the previous year we had put in

          5  for $5,000.  So they are now up and running, despite

          6  the fact that they say that there is no other

          7  program in the City of this nature.

          8                 MS. MCKEOWN:  No.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  Okay, we will

         10  speak, thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         12                 MS. MCKEOWN:  Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Go ahead,

         14  Gary.

         15                 MR. STRONG:  Thank you.  I'm Gary

         16  Strong, the Director of the Queens Borough Public

         17  Library, and I want to thank the Speaker and members

         18  of the Council from Queens for your incredible

         19  support of the Queens Library.  I won't read the

         20  testimony, I would like just to summarize it, if I

         21  may.

         22                 I think the key point is that the

         23  Executive Budget calls for a reduction, combined

         24  reduction of $11.3 million to the Queens Library,

         25  that is nearly 20 percent of our operating funds. It
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          2  would eliminate and reduce the six- day service that

          3  we fought very hard for over the years, and achieved

          4  finally in 1993 from three to four days of service,

          5  of course it is the exception two of the largest

          6  libraries in the entire Borough, and that, when you

          7  close libraries that cuts down in what, indeed,

          8  people are able to use day in and day out.

          9                 We, also this year, had added Sunday

         10  service, seven day service in 13 of the libraries

         11  across the Borough, one in each of the Council

         12  Districts, and that, again is incredibly important

         13  to keep available.

         14                 Our circulation continues to grow,

         15  over 16 million items circulated last year, and

         16  we're anticipating a 10 percent growth issue.  It

         17  has gone up significantly with the addition of the

         18  new Flushing Library to over 17 million items that

         19  will be used, some 15 million to 16 million people

         20  coming through the doors of our 63 facilities, and 6

         21  of our learning centers.  Every day now, 51,000

         22  items are checked out and over 48,000 people come

         23  through the doors across the entire system.  These

         24  sustained increases are putting a continuing strain

         25  on our resources, that is ongoing and a very real
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          2  challenge to keep pace with.  For example, the

          3  library needs $1 million alone in new money this

          4  year to address the increase usage just in the

          5  collections.  Instead, the proposed budget would

          6  eliminate 18 percent of our City funded library

          7  materials budget.  That means that we would not buy

          8  some 90,000 books to replenish our supply, and, in

          9  fact, many of the items just wear out from use.  In

         10  the new Flushing Library, for example, we circulate

         11  that entire collection every two and one- half

         12  months, that is way over what the demand and usage

         13  is in most libraries.

         14                 One of the success stories that we

         15  have been engaged in is the Connecting Libraries and

         16  Schools program.  We're currently in Districts 30,

         17  27, and 24, we need to extend that into other

         18  districts in the borough, it is extremely useful and

         19  helpful in connecting kids, parents, and teachers to

         20  the resources that are in the libraries.  The

         21  proposed cutting the budget would eliminate that

         22  program for 90,000 children this next year, and that

         23  is a significant drop.  And in many of these

         24  schools, there is no school library, this is the

         25  connection when making we need to extend that not
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          2  cut it back.

          3                 In the electronic age, we are also

          4  faced with particular challenges, the new millennium

          5  is fast approaching and technology is the core of

          6  that millennium.  Should the proposed cuts be

          7  enacted our users will no longer have speedy,

          8  uninterrupted access to that service.  Without the

          9  highest levels of technological sophistication,

         10  supplied free to the people of Queens, an under

         11  class of informationally disadvantaged residents

         12  would develop.  We now have internet access in all

         13  of our communities, and we continue to need to

         14  upgrade and expand that.

         15                 I want to re- enforce the need for

         16  the restoration of the $11.3 million in cuts

         17  currently being proposed for the library, but in

         18  addition, I would call your attention to the

         19  Operating Budget Needs that are outlined on the

         20  attached sheet.  The Queens Library along with the

         21  City Council remains committed to the purchase of

         22  library materials to keep our collections current,

         23  to maintain the building and technological

         24  infrastructure, to extend the Connecting Libraries

         25  and Schools Program to all remaining districts
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          2  within Queens, and to protect service hours and days

          3  of service as well as the expansion of access to

          4  those services.  We want very much to keep pace with

          5  the advances in technology, and we must also keep

          6  librarians salaries competitive.  We cannot afford

          7  to lose quality people who are for many the face and

          8  voice of our Library, because we cannot afford to

          9  pay them appropriately.

         10                 It should be noted that we are very

         11  appreciative, that the City Council voted for full

         12  restoration or the cuts being proposed in the Queens

         13  Library, recognizing its unique presence as an ever

         14  increasingly used public resource.  How a government

         15  of the people supports it libraries, is a measure of

         16  how that government supports its people.  Funding

         17  public libraries is one of the fundamental purposes

         18  of government, and I know Queens residents can count

         19  on the Queens Delegation to ensure that the Library

         20  enters the new millennium as a world class library

         21  that it now is.

         22                 I thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:
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          2  Gary, what is the status of the Cambria Heights

          3  Branch, construction that is?

          4                 MR. STRONG:  As you well know, we are

          5  waiting for the funding for construction so that we

          6  could go into the design phase of that project.  We

          7  opened Langston Hughes in south Jamaica this fall,

          8  Long Island City is on the drawing boards and

          9  design, we need the rest of the construction money

         10  for that, and Cambria Heights is ready to go to

         11  design and for construction as well.

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER SPIGNER:

         13  Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank very

         15  much.  Vivian Child followed by Yvonne Reddick,

         16  Yvonne, if you would come to this microphone, you

         17  will be up next, and then followed by Eileen Reilly,

         18  who will be at this microphone.

         19                 MS. CHILD:  Good evening, and thank

         20  you for allowing me to speak.  I want to also thank

         21  the City Council and the members of the Queens

         22  Delegation to the City Council for their support for

         23  Colden Center for the Performing Arts over the

         24  years.  I am the Director of the Colden Center and I

         25  want to urge the members of the City Council and
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          2  this Committee to reject any proposed cuts in

          3  Department of Cultural Affairs funding.  I would

          4  like to also to ask for restoration and an increase

          5  in the funding for all arts organizations large and

          6  small, who serve their communities year round, to

          7  avoid funding Cultural Challenge by calling other

          8  basic, vital funding to the arts, and to repudiate

          9  any plans for linking publicly funded dollars to

         10  private contributions.

         11                 Colden Center is the largest indoor

         12  performing arts venue in Queens.  We serve over

         13  350,000 people annually in events in our three

         14  theaters.  The Department of Cultural Funding helps

         15  support programs, as diverse as pop star, Linda

         16  Eater, and violinist,  Pinka Zuckerman (phonetic),

         17  both of whom appeared at Colden Center this season.

         18                 The Department of Cultural Affairs

         19  funding supports our extensive arts and education

         20  program that annually serves over 20,000 school

         21  children from throughout the Borough of Queens and

         22  beyond our borders.  This funding enables us to

         23  produce the free and comprehensive educational

         24  materials for students and teachers that accompany

         25  each arts and ed performance.  The Department of
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          2  Cultural Affairs funding supports our free jazz

          3  residency project that matches jazz artists and high

          4  school music students in intensive year long

          5  programs of learning.

          6                 These programs at Colden Center are

          7  mirrored of those in arts organizations throughout

          8  the City, programs that rely on public funding, not

          9  only to stay in business, but to attract other kinds

         10  of revenue contributed and earned.  Without the

         11  Department of Cultural Affairs funding, my

         12  organization and arts organizations like mine will

         13  have to cut programs entirely, eliminate some

         14  others, reduce the amount of people that we can

         15  serve in our communities, smaller arts organizations

         16  may have to close their doors.

         17                 I urge the Committee to recommend

         18  rejection of the Mayor's proposals with regard to

         19  the Department of Cultural Affairs, to press for

         20  full restoration for all arts funding to the CIGs

         21  and to the program groups.  I ask the City Council

         22  to consider also an increase in funding.  For the

         23  past ten years, although we have had funding from

         24  the Department of Cultural Affairs, each year our

         25  funding has been cut, not a lot, but just enough to
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          2  make it difficult for us to maintain the level of

          3  quality programming that we pride ourselves on

          4  presenting to our community every year.

          5                 I thank you for your consideration,

          6  and I urge you to keep the Department of Cultural

          7  Affairs in business.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Ms.

         10  Reddick.

         11                 MS. REDDICK:  Thank you.  Good

         12  afternoon, Council members, ladies and gentlemen.

         13  I'm Yvonne Reddick, District Manager of Community

         14  Board #12, Queens.  I'm pleased to have this

         15  opportunity to testify on the Mayor's Capital,

         16  Expense, Revenue in Community Development Budget and

         17  its impact on the communities that make up Community

         18  Board #12.

         19                 Our top priorities remain the same,

         20  and once again, we ask your support for HWQ- 600- C,

         21  C2, D1, and D2.  This is the last phase of a 25-

         22  year- old project.  We are pushing for continued

         23  funding to complete HWQ- 121 and HWQ- 787, these are

         24  key projects for Community Board #12, Queens.  We

         25  ask that resources be allocated for the pruning of
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          2  trees and the removal of tree stumps.  We ask that

          3  resources be allocated for more school crossing

          4  guards, money be restored, and additional funding

          5  for King Manor, which is one of the cultural

          6  institutes and a landmark in our district.

          7                 Another serious concern we have, is

          8  the overcrowded schools within our district, which

          9  consists of Community School District 27, 28, and

         10  29.  All the schools within Board #12 District is

         11  utilized to full capacity, except one.  Because of

         12  overcrowded classes, most of the elementary schools

         13  have the portable classrooms, and at this time no

         14  additional schools are proposed to be constructed in

         15  Community Board #12.

         16                 We have a shortage of manpower in

         17  Queens East 12 Sanitation Department for cleaning.

         18  The cleaning crew consists of two men to handle

         19  scores of dump out locations.  Once again, we ask

         20  that in our deliberation regarding the budget that

         21  you assure any cuts made.  Do not threaten the well

         22  being of the lives of our citizens.  And I would

         23  just like to say that these projects, which are

         24  repeats have been, especially 600, have been on the

         25  books for the last 25 years, and as of today, this

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            103

          1  QUEENS DELEGATION

          2  project is still not completed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  They are

          4  sort of completed, one of the six, probably in that

          5  time frame.  You're right, we have heard each year

          6  and it does demand to be done quickly and finally.

          7                 MS. REDDICK:  Well at this time the

          8  last phase which was broken up into different

          9  stages, C1, C2.  C1, which is completed, C2 is

         10  proposed for fiscal year 2000, we hope.  D1 and D2,

         11  at this time, we have no idea when that is going to

         12  be done.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 MS. REDDICK:  Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Let me

         17  ask, Eileen, do you have a young representative with

         18  you also?

         19                 MS. REILLY:  Yes, and a senior.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  You will

         21  introduce them when you finished with your remarks?

         22                 MS. REILLY:  I certainly will.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  And then

         24  following that, Gus Goblick, Gus, are you in the

         25  back, I can't see?  Okay, next will be Joyce Cooke,
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          2  Ms. Cooke, are you here?  Okay, then you will come

          3  over to this microphone.  You could really relax,

          4  you have a few more witnesses to go.  Scally, you're

          5  after Joyce, so you can all relax for a while.

          6  Please.

          7                 MS. REILLY:  Okay, good afternoon,

          8  ladies and gentlemen, and thank you for your time.

          9  My name is Eileen Reilly, and I'm the Director of

         10  Town Hall, Maspeth Town Hall, excuse me.

         11                 I come before you to request that you

         12  do everything in your power not to allow the Mayor

         13  to continue with his proposed budget cuts to youth

         14  programs.  According to information recently

         15  received from Senator Maltese's Office, New York

         16  State has seen a significant increase in juvenile

         17  crime rates over the past decade. Juvenile arrests

         18  for serious crimes, including murder, rape, robbery,

         19  assault with a weapon, burglary, larceny, and motor

         20  vehicle thefts, rose 65 percent from 1986 to '96.

         21  In 1996, New York State made over 50,000 arrests of

         22  juveniles age 13 to 15. With these statistics, how

         23  could anyone think of reducing funding for programs

         24  for the youth of our City?  With these type of

         25  statistics we should be looking to increase our
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          2  educational and recreational program as preventive

          3  measures.  Now more than ever we need activities for

          4  the youth.  We have many one- parent households and

          5  households where both parents work, we need more

          6  community centers like Maspeth Town Hall where the

          7  youth can be a part of an after school program,

          8  programs that allow the children to release their

          9  energy in a creative outlet through drama and art

         10  classes. Programs such as our Maspeth Beautification

         11  where the children can receive a sense of pride in

         12  their community by helping to keep it clean.

         13  Maspeth Town Hall services over 700 adults and

         14  children each week at our site, and more than 1,000

         15  children at PS 229 for the present school year.  We

         16  have also collaborated with IS 93 Beacon Group for

         17  their drama classes.  Your funding allows us to

         18  service the 2- year- old to the 82- year- old.

         19  Please, help us to continue to service the families.

         20                 On the note of the capital, I would

         21  just, I thank very much Council Members Walter

         22  McCaffrey, Karen Koslowitz, who have been very, very

         23  supportive.  I'm happy to report that the basement

         24  is completely finished and we're having programming

         25  in that site, but they have started working on the
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          2  first floor, and needless to say, we found lead in

          3  the ceilings and in the outside paint, so they're

          4  asking for additional funds in order to complete the

          5  project.  I ask, please, that you consider these

          6  funds, that you give them to us to allow us to

          7  finish this and let Maspeth Town Hall be all that it

          8  can be, a great center that services the needs of

          9  all the families of our community.

         10                 Thank you for your time.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Eileen, if

         12  you would introduce witness #29?

         13                 MS. REILLY:  Okay, witness #29 is

         14  Annette Capello, who is a senior participant.

         15                 MS. CAPELLO:  Good afternoon, Council

         16  members.  On behalf of myself and my peers I would

         17  like to tell you the wonderful programs Maspeth Town

         18  Hall has for seniors.  Every Monday we attend art

         19  classes, you don't have to be an artist, believe me,

         20  I can't draw a single line, but after attending some

         21  classes my paintings are now hung in one of the

         22  local stores.  The classes are attended by seniors

         23  in the neighborhood.  Everyone looks forward to

         24  Mondays, we are like family; we laugh, exchange

         25  ideas, and form lasting friendships.  We feel like
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          2  part of the community.

          3                 Maspeth Town Hall also provides Tai

          4  Chi classes for seniors.  These classes inspired

          5  seniors to get well and stay well. Every Thursday,

          6  more than twenty seniors start their day at Maspeth

          7  Town Hall learning the art of Tai Chi.

          8                 Seniors are also invited to gather at

          9  Maspeth Town Hall on Thursday afternoons for the

         10  Harvest Club's weekly social.

         11                 The live performances offered monthly

         12  by Maspeth Town Hall give seniors the opportunity to

         13  enjoy live theater at no charge.

         14                 Maspeth Town Hall does a great job in

         15  bringing the community young and young at heart

         16  together.  Without Maspeth Town Hall we would be

         17  isolated.  The classes extended to us keep our minds

         18  active, our fingers busy and our hearts happy.

         19                 On behalf of our senior membership, I

         20  ask that you continue to fund the programs that mean

         21  so much to the seniors of our community.

         22                 Thank you for your time and

         23  consideration.

         24                 MR. CIORCIARI:  Good afternoon,

         25  Council members.  My name is Sabino Cirorciari, and
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          2  I will be 12- years- old in June.  I am in the sixth

          3  grade at Saint Adalbert School.  I have attended the

          4  Maspeth Town Hall Homework Help/After School Program

          5  for the past three years.  At the Homework Help

          6  Program, I receive more than adequate help with my

          7  homework and studies.  Maspeth Town Hall provides a

          8  friendly and social environment for me.  I think of

          9  many of the teachers there as second family members

         10  rather than educational administrators.  I also

         11  think the Homework Help Program is a great place for

         12  children whose parents work.  I meet children from

         13  many other schools there.

         14                 The Homework Help Program has opened

         15  me up to many other programs and social events that

         16  Maspeth Town Hall has to offer.  One of those

         17  programs is the Maspeth Beautification, which I have

         18  been participated in for the past two years.  A

         19  group of children clean the streets of our

         20  neighborhood under adult supervision.  This type of

         21  program enables us to take an active role in caring

         22  for our community.  Maspeth Town Hall has a variety

         23  of programs that allow you to fulfill your interest

         24  in activities ranging from computers to arts and

         25  crafts.  They even have basketball and baseball
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          2  teams through the local parish.

          3                 I think many of the programs they are

          4  important to the community.  I know that many of my

          5  friends and I would also be very disappointed first

          6  any of the programs at Maspeth Town Hall were

          7  eliminated.

          8                 Thank you very much for your time and

          9  consideration.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:   Well, let

         11  me tell you, Sabino, you can win the award for best

         12  speaker of the day.  Thank you very much.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Mr.

         14  Chairman, I think we just heard the reason that we

         15  are all here.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Right,

         17  absolutely.  Gus Goblick, one last time?  Joyce

         18  Cooke, Joyce are you not testifying? Okay, Stanley,

         19  okay fine, Stanley, followed by Erick Jacobs, Erick,

         20  please come over?  Thank you.

         21                 MR. Kogan:  My name is Stanley Kogan.

         22    I'm President of Queens Historical Society and I

         23  hope to speak Joyce and myself. When you think of

         24  Queens Historical Society, you might think of

         25  historical facts, we do deal in them, we have a
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          2  research department which services the whole Borough

          3  and the whole City.

          4                 But more importantly than that, we

          5  are very people oriented, and our programs are

          6  directed to the people of Queens. I would like to

          7  give a case in point, and I think Councilwoman

          8  Marshall will know of it, it's on Saturday, we were

          9  at the New York Hall of Science.  And why were we

         10  there?  We have a program called Queens Mark, we go

         11  into a community, study it for several months, pick

         12  out the most interesting structures or sites, and

         13  then in a very outstanding program, we present very

         14  beautiful bronze plaques to the owners of those

         15  structures or sites that were selected. Usually we

         16  do up to a dozen at each Queens Mark Performance and

         17  the plaque is the Queens Mark.  But one of the

         18  marvelous things about it is the reception of the

         19  audience, the person who receives the Queens Mark is

         20  often overwhelmed having no idea that this house

         21  that she or he has lived is really of such a note.

         22                 The people from the various

         23  communities have a renewed sense of pride in their

         24  communities.  This was true on Saturday when our

         25  program encompassed Corona, North Corona, and East
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          2  Elmhurst.  Prior to that, the communities that we

          3  have serviced have been Richmond Hill, College

          4  Point, Hunter's Point, and Jackson Heights.  As you

          5  can see we are very much boroughwide, and this

          6  program is constantly gaining favor and applause for

          7  what it does to the people's spirits in their

          8  particular communities.

          9                 Certainly other programs that we

         10  have, also, reach out the people, particularly

         11  youngsters, we have an ongoing visiting program of

         12  all exhibits from the schools and classes from many

         13  parts of Queens.  We have an annual art contest for

         14  4th graders in which they are asked to demonstrate

         15  their drawing ability of structures and sites in

         16  their community.  We reach out to the seniors with

         17  endless slides, talks and shows and presentations.

         18  We have guided tours that cover the whole borough.

         19  In other words, in addition to what other technical

         20  parts are there for history, we are always concerned

         21  with people.

         22                 In the past we have had a budget of

         23  $73,000 from DCA for all that we do, we think it

         24  should be increased at least $10,000 to $83,000.  We

         25  have a budget of $159,000, and most of the
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          2  difference is raised by our endless efforts from

          3  private contributors.  Our volunteers work,

          4  literally, night and day.  We had a small staff, one

          5  full- time and three part- timers, but so much of

          6  our efforts are sustained by volunteers in which

          7  shows a magnificent way for Queens Historical

          8  Society.

          9                 We support fully the restoration of

         10  the Department of Cultural Affairs budget.  We

         11  support the continuation for DCA as a City agency

         12  responsible for the management of cultural programs

         13  and institutions.  We oppose any rigid measures

         14  which require specific percentages of private funds

         15  in order to be eligible for City funding, and

         16  certainly we oppose the challenge grant programs and

         17  the new competitive challenge programs.

         18                 We really do our best to raise as

         19  much money as we can privately, but we depend on

         20  you, in the past you have been very generous to us.

         21  I believe last year you gave us $13,000, and we hope

         22  that it continues.  We depend, as all of us do here,

         23  we do our best to, what shall I say, to sustain a

         24  quality of life, education, and culture in the

         25  Borough, and I think all of our contributions are
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          2  very much important and needed.  And so I plead with

          3  you for restoration of funds for all of us.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Mr.

          7  Chairman, may I just make a comment?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Mr. Kogan

         10  is referring to a program that we had this very

         11  Saturday, and really and truly there are many

         12  wonderful, wonderful buildings in Queens, and they

         13  have all kinds of different, that have all kinds of

         14  interesting focal points of what they represent.

         15  And one interesting one was the old Synagogue that

         16  was more than 100- years- old in Corona, and it was

         17  started by the Jews who were escaping the Zar, and

         18  it has had a lull since 1972, but now it is being

         19  renewed by the Russian Jews who are leaving Russia

         20  and have been for the past few years. And as we were

         21  talking about it and I mentioned Estee Lauder, who

         22  used to go from door- to- door in Corona selling

         23  make- up, the lady who represented the Synagogue

         24  said that Estee Lauder was a great contributor to

         25  the center and until she got very, very old, I
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          2  believe she is still alive, she contributed to the

          3  center.

          4                 I mean, there are just many

          5  wonderful, wonderful stories about institutions in

          6  our community that some people don't know about and

          7  others know, but it's never really highlighted.  And

          8  Stanley, you're doing a wonderful job with that

          9  program, really wonderful.

         10                 MR. KOGAN:  Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  All right,

         13  Erick Jacobs, and after that we will have Susie

         14  Tannerbaum.

         15                 MR. JACOBS:  Actually, Susie is not

         16  here, she is back at the office.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  And Kasja

         18  Cubisek (phonetic).

         19                 MR. JACOBS:  And just actually to

         20  pick up on the issue of community history things, a

         21  couple of weeks ago we worked with the Hewitt Museum

         22  and the Renaissance School on a community walk that

         23  looked at a lot of those houses you were talking

         24  about, Councilwoman Marshall, in the community, and

         25  it was exciting because it was young people involved
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          2  in it.

          3                 Good afternoon.  My name is Erick

          4  Jacobs, and I am the Executive Director of Jackson

          5  Heights Community Development Corporation.  I want

          6  to begin with a discussion of housing services.

          7                 As I reported last year, the

          8  consolidation of fair housing services in Jamaica

          9  has left hundreds if not thousands people in the

         10  Jackson Heights, Corona, and East Elmhurst areas,

         11  without any eviction prevention and related

         12  services.  Further complicating this problem is the

         13  Administrations handling of the community consultant

         14  contracts.  We were only notified of our funding in

         15  February, and the contract has yet to be finalized.

         16  As a practical matter it is impossible to complete a

         17  12- month program in what is now less than two

         18  months.  However, this is now the third year that

         19  HPD has been late in awarding these contracts.  For

         20  groups like ours in neighborhoods where there are no

         21  other community housing services, the problem

         22  creates a crises for many tenants in particular.

         23                 I would ask that the Council continue

         24  support for the community consultant programs, but

         25  please be prudent to ensure their proper
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          2  administration.

          3                 The Jackson Heights CDC is seeking a

          4  grant to continue to operate an entrepreneur

          5  training program.  This program has been funded for

          6  the past two years as a demonstration project under

          7  a New York State Department of Labor, EDWA contract.

          8    EDWA is a Federal JTPA sibling program, and you

          9  can receive it through the Department of Labor for

         10  the funding of pilot programs.  If these projects

         11  are successful they can receive institutional

         12  funding through the City Department of Employment

         13  Our project has been in immensely successful.  In

         14  partnership with Plaza Business Institute, we have

         15  provided entrepreneur training to close to 150

         16  people.  Almost all of these are dislocated workers,

         17  who include homemakers, people on public assistance,

         18  or others receiving unemployment benefits, including

         19  people who have been phased out of factory or

         20  manufacturing jobs, and they're turning to

         21  entrepreneurship as their new location.

         22                 Through our program clients can take

         23  a free 10- week crash course in entrepreneurship, or

         24  receive a scholarship to Plaza for Business

         25  Management Training.  All are eligible for business
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          2  counseling assistance through the Queens Business

          3  Outreach Center. As long as I brought up the QBOC, I

          4  want to thank the Council for there ongoing support

          5  of this project.  We are currently working with well

          6  over 180 businesses throughout Queens, providing

          7  linkages to banks, legal accounting, and other

          8  related services.  We are seeking continued funding

          9  for the Queens Business Outreach Center and the

         10  other BOC's throughout the City.

         11                 Our ability to provide assistance to

         12  business works at different levels.  The BOC is a

         13  more intensive, one- on- one type program.  Our

         14  commercially revitalization programs provide the

         15  direct links between businesses and our services.

         16  However sometimes the role a CDC needs to play in

         17  order to jump start economic development must be

         18  more pronounced.  Therefore, the JHCDC is seeking

         19  your support in our attempt to acquire 9714 Northern

         20  Boulevard, and I thank Councilwoman Marshall for her

         21  leadership in this, 9714 is located in the midst of

         22  part of Northern Boulevard that runs through Corona.

         23    The JHCDC has just completed a feasibility study

         24  of a commercial strip, what we have found that there

         25  is a need for both short- term and long- term
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          2  projects.

          3                 For the short- term, the JHCDC will

          4  initiate a commercial revitalization program, but

          5  for the long- term we need to establish a model that

          6  will help us, that can generate more momentum among

          7  the private sector and allow us to locate businesses

          8  and other resources for the community directly on

          9  the strip.

         10                 Was that a real bell?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  Thank you, you

         12  just made that bell.

         13                 MR. JACOBS:  Okay, thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  You're

         15  doing a great job, Erick.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:   Kasja.

         17                 MS. CUBICEK:  Good evening.  My name

         18  is Kasja Cubicek, I'm the LACE Coordinator and Arts

         19  Business Specialist at the Jackson Heights Community

         20  Development Corporation.

         21                 LACE, the Local Arts Collaborative

         22  and Exchange, is the cultural arm of the JHCDC.

         23  Created in 1996, LACE is a network of literary,

         24  performing, and visual artists, and also includes

         25  arts groups, cultural institutions and supporters.
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          2  Now over 120 members strong, LACE is committed to

          3  contributing to the cultural life of northwest

          4  Queens.  We currently hold regular, weekly

          5  programming in the Corona, East Elmhurst and Jackson

          6  Heights community.  These events include poetry and

          7  spoken word evenings, musical nights, and open

          8  nights, as well as a multi- disciplinary series.

          9                 Our programs are designed to reflect

         10  the multi cultural community in which we work.  On

         11  any given evening you can hear a virtuoso (phonetic)

         12  on a South American Harp, or a recital by a Jamaican

         13  poet accompanied by an expert on the African drums,

         14  or in the words of one of our collaborators, Irish

         15  music played by a Jewish guy in an Italian Cafe, co-

         16  owned by a Tanisian.  All these programs are free of

         17  charge and opened to the entire community.

         18                 We also sponsor a series of special

         19  events, including, for example, a song writing shop

         20  for children, a jazz concert, and other events

         21  designed by our members.

         22                 LACE members are also active in an

         23  array of community festivals.  Through all the work

         24  with individual members, we have discovered a need

         25  for arts management assistance.  An arts management
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          2  seminar series, which currently offers six monthly

          3  workshops designed to give artists technical

          4  assistance in such matters as self- promotion, legal

          5  issues, bookkeeping and proposal writing, serves

          6  these needs at the moment.  For a small fee, any

          7  artist can come and hear experts and have their

          8  questions answered by people who can help them

          9  forward their careers.

         10                 We have recently expanded these

         11  services and can now announce a business assistance

         12  for artist component of the Queens Business Outreach

         13  Center.  In an effort to increase the economic

         14  viability of artists, this new program will show

         15  them that they too are small business owners with

         16  many of the same issues and concerns and startups.

         17  Through this program artists can now avail

         18  themselves of one- on- one counseling with business

         19  and arts management specialists.  These services

         20  like all counseling of the QBOC are free and open to

         21  the entire Borough.  Spanish language counselors are

         22  also available.

         23                 The Jackson Heights CDC also has a

         24  long history of providing services to neighborhood

         25  youth.  Services that have given them important
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          2  opportunities to learn and grow.  For many years we

          3  ran an after school program at IS 145 in Jackson

          4  Heights.  In an effort to coordinate service

          5  provision, we convened a youth services coalition

          6  combined of community groups offering cultural

          7  enrichment, recreation, and remedial help throughout

          8  Corona, East Elmhurst, and Jackson Heights.  Through

          9  LACE we have presented concerts and arts workshops

         10  in many local schools.

         11                 The Youth Council, which we

         12  coordinated for two years, laid the critical

         13  foundation for our current youth development

         14  initiatives.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  We ask

         16  that you begin to sum up now?

         17                 MS. CUBICEK:  Okay.  At present, the

         18  JHCDC funding for cultural and youth programs and

         19  services is piecemeal.  We have no direct funding

         20  source for these projects, because we are virtually

         21  ineligible for most DCA funding categories, it is

         22  our hope that new funding, earmarked specifically

         23  for arts and youth programming and management

         24  services will be found.  We will then be able to

         25  expand and bring to a new level our cultural
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          2  programs and services in this community.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  We always

          5  ask that you get to the chase scene at some point

          6  during your speech, by telling us exactly what it is

          7  you're looking for by way of money.  We're very

          8  happy to hear about the wonderful nature of the

          9  organizations, but if you don't tell then you're

         10  really not helping yourself.  So, please, those of

         11  you out there, just look through your text just to

         12  be sure that you tell us exactly what it is you're

         13  looking for, or else in the printed material.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: To the LACE

         15  representative, you have a great program, do you

         16  have any idea how much it would take to fund your

         17  program?

         18                 MS. CUBICEK:  Approximately $35,000.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         21    Okay, Theresa Greenberg.  Theresa, are you here?

         22  Rachel Rodriguez, are you here? Rachel, come up to

         23  this microphone, please?  Andrian Capo.

         24                 MS. GREENBERG:  Andrian is not here.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Okay.
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          2                 MS. GREENBERG:  Good afternoon.  My

          3  name is Theresa Greenberg.  I am the Assistant

          4  Executive Director of the Forest Hills Community

          5  House.  We're a multi- service settlement house

          6  serving 20,000 Queens residents each year.  I'm here

          7  on behalf of Lew Harris, the Executive Director, and

          8  our Board.  We would like to thank the Queens

          9  Delegation of the City Council for the opportunity

         10  to speak today on the FY 2000 budget and to thank

         11  Council Members Koslowitz and Povman for their

         12  strong, continued support, and I would like to say,

         13  hello, to Walter McCaffrey.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Hello,

         15  Theresa.

         16                 MS. GREENBERG:  My old friend from

         17  Board #2.

         18                 The Community House is the major non-

         19  sectarian provider of services to children and teens

         20  in District 6 in Queens. We also provide school-

         21  linked and school- based youth programs in School

         22  District #28.  It is for this reason that we are

         23  deeply concerned about the proposed cut of $20

         24  million to youth programs contained in the Mayor's

         25  Executive Budget for Fiscal Year 2000.
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          2                 What might the impact of a $20

          3  million cut to the Department of Youth and Community

          4  Development be on an organization like The Forest

          5  Hills Community House that serves over 4,000 young

          6  people each year?  Well, we are projecting a loss of

          7  50 to 65 percent in staff and services.  This would

          8  represent $150,000 to $200,000 in our budget.  The

          9  comprehensive youth development program offered at

         10  the Community House will be decimated.

         11                 What we will lose:

         12                 Our after school, literacy and

         13  tutorial services for children.

         14                 Educational enrichment, arts and

         15  cultural activities for youth.

         16                 Street outreach activities and

         17  employment opportunities for teens.

         18                 College and financial assistance for

         19  high school students.

         20                 Evening teen center hours and

         21  recreational services for teens.

         22                 Leadership programs for teen women

         23  and men.

         24                 Crises intervention and counseling

         25  service for teens and their families.
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          2                 Caring staff who work to support

          3  youth in their growth toward adulthood.

          4                 I want to add that every dollar that

          5  we receive from City support, we add $1.41 from

          6  private sources, so it is very important to know

          7  that this provides a framework for the programs that

          8  we provide.

          9                 In our comprehensive array of

         10  services not only to children, but we also provide

         11  programs to parents and grandparents. It is often

         12  through our involvement with the youth that we

         13  become aware of the needs of the family and its

         14  adult members, especially its elders.  If our youth

         15  program are severely reduced, we project that this

         16  will have a deep physical, social and economic

         17  impact on the families residing in our neighborhood

         18  and therefore impact onto he stability of our

         19  communities.

         20                 One example is our Hot Spots Program

         21  where we send trained outreach workers into the

         22  streets to ensure that youth in the streets have a

         23  linkage to the Community House by offering needed

         24  intervention in the areas of health, education, and

         25  employment.  At the same time, we offer parents the
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          2  assistance of a community institution by providing

          3  information important to raising their adolescents.

          4  The 112th Precinct of the NYPD reports a decrease in

          5  youth crime, which they greatly attribute to the

          6  presence of our trained outreach workers in the

          7  streets.  The proposed cut would severely reduce the

          8  number of outreach workers we would be able to

          9  employ and the number of hours that we would be able

         10  to work in the streets.

         11                 We are pleased that the Beacon

         12  Program has been expanded and want to thank

         13  Councilwoman Koslowitz for our recent full Beacon

         14  allocation.  However, 78 Beacons, 20 in Queens,

         15  cannot serve all the City's youth at the local

         16  level.

         17                 Essential to the neighborhood quality

         18  of life are a network of neighborhood youth programs

         19  as well as access to libraries and local cultural

         20  activities.

         21                 I would like to close by thanking the

         22  City Council members for fighting so hard to keep

         23  youth funding in all of our budgets for the past

         24  five years, and especially this year, FY '99. More

         25  youth dollars were refunded this year than in FY '98
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          2  due to their efforts.  We thank you for talking

          3  about the restoration of $20 million, and also for

          4  what we should be talking about, which is expanded

          5  dollars for youth programs.

          6                 Thank you very much, and I also want

          7  to say that there are several people from our staff

          8  and young people who will talk also about the

          9  impact.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         12    Following at that microphone, Chawntae Williams.

         13                 MS. RODRIGUEZ:  Hi, my name is Rachel

         14  Rodriguez. I'm the Youth Employment

         15  Coordinator/Youth Leadership Coordinator at the

         16  Forest Hills Community House.

         17                 I would like to thank the Committee

         18  for this opportunity to speak.  While writing this

         19  testimony I was inspired by the words of Cher.  In

         20  her song, "Strong Enough" she says, "So you feel

         21  misunderstood, well, baby, have I got news for you.

         22  On being used I could write the book, but you don't

         23  want to hear about it!"  This statement is shared by

         24  many of the youth in New York City.  The Mayor feels

         25  we do not understand where he is coming from.  He
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          2  feels his ideas are misunderstood.  Well, add

          3  undervalued, unappreciated, unaccepted,

          4  unacknowledged, unwanted, mistreated, misinformed,

          5  misconstrued, miseducated, and misjudged, then maybe

          6  he will get an idea of what it is to be a youth in

          7  this City, only he doesn't want to hear about it.

          8                 In a recent press conference the

          9  Mayor said, "We have put more and more money into

         10  youth programs, and there is little accountability."

         11    Well, even if that statement is true, we wouldn't

         12  know, he has never given us any extra money.  Youth

         13  services has had a smaller and smaller budget every

         14  year.  Now in the dawn of a new millennium, we see

         15  many new changes in store for the Big Apple.  We see

         16  the possible rising of a grand new stadium, in it's

         17  shadow will be the broken down, over packed schools,

         18  the closed signs on hundreds of youth programs and

         19  thousands of youth who are unable to work or have

         20  anywhere to go.  What kind of message do you think

         21  this is sending?

         22                 I urge this Council to send back a

         23  message that youth do count in this City and are

         24  worth more than a thousand stadiums.  Twenty million

         25  dollars is not enough, but it does help. If you
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          2  remember one thing from this testimony, remember

          3  this, youth do not stay young very long, eventually

          4  they do grow up.  Under what conditions and

          5  influences are up to this City, its Mayor, and this

          6  Council.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Following

          9  Ms. Williams, Rashim Kutwal, just come over to the

         10  microphone here.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Mr.

         12  Chairman, if I may just say that, of course, you

         13  know that you are preaching to the choir.  We're the

         14  ones who restore the money.  I hope that the kind of

         15  testimony that you're sharing with us today, is

         16  shared with the Mayor, because right now that is

         17  where your problem is coming from, and we have got a

         18  problem, we have to take away from one to give the

         19  other, we can't control the bottom line of the

         20  budget.  So that the Mayor sets the budget, he sets

         21  his priorities, and we have to delete in order to

         22  add on.  So from the beginning, if the Executive or

         23  the Administration gives us a good program, it makes

         24  our job a lot easier, and we're able to service more

         25  of you.  So you must speak to them, you must speak
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          2  to the Administration.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

          4    Ms. Williams.

          5                 MS. WILLIAMS:  First of all, I just

          6  want to thank the Committee for this opportunity to

          7  address you today.  My name is Chawntae Williams.  I

          8  am a sophomore at Forest Hills High School.  I am

          9  here to plead with you, the New York City Council,

         10  to validate my importance as a member of this

         11  society.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Could you

         13  speak directly into the microphone, and a little

         14  slower?

         15                 MS. WILLIAMS:  Okay, I'm sorry.  I

         16  come from a middle class family of six.  I am the

         17  eldest, which for those who do not know, means I am

         18  the one that takes care of everybody, while our

         19  parents are at work.  I have very little time for

         20  myself.  It's only because of the Community House

         21  and it's youth programs like Access for Young Women

         22  and Youth Employment, that I have any outside focus

         23  on what I want to do with my life.

         24                 It is through the after school

         25  program that the responsibility of my younger
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          2  siblings is taken off of me.  The Community House

          3  reminds me that I am young and that I can have a

          4  life outside my family.  They have exposed me to so

          5  many different things, ranging from going other meet

          6  the Governor in Albany to White water rafting in

          7  Pennsylvania.  These may seem like small things to

          8  you, but they have made a big difference in my life.

          9  When young people like myself get an opportunity to

         10  do something, anything, we end up wanting to do

         11  more.  I am one of the lucky ones, I have been given

         12  an opportunity to contribute to my community.  I am

         13  now a staff member of the Intergenerational Work

         14  Study Program, which is funded by the Department of

         15  Aging.

         16                 But remember these cuts will hurt me

         17  in small ways, but it is not me I am worried about,

         18  I am worried about my little brothers and sisters.

         19  Plus, I will have to quit my job because there will

         20  be no after school program or other services to look

         21  after them, while I am at work.  I will have to quit

         22  to tend to my brothers and sisters, while my parents

         23  put food on the table. These cuts tell me that I am

         24  not a priority in the view of this City.  It also

         25  tells me that I live in an indifferent society that
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          2  is run by a uncaring Mayor, who probably cares more

          3  about keeping the Yankees in New York City then

          4  helping me build a future.

          5                 So again, I need this Council to

          6  validate my importance as a member of this society.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          9  very much. Rashim, followed by Father Costello, and

         10  Liz Iler.  Liz, if you would come up to that

         11  microphone, Father Costello, you will be at this

         12  microphone.

         13                 MS. KUTWAL:  Thank you for this

         14  opportunity to address this Committee today.  My

         15  name is Rashim Kutwal.  I am an 18- year- old high

         16  school senior from Forest Hills, Queens.  I come

         17  from a hard working, middle class Indian family.  My

         18  younger brother, Bobby, was born severely

         19  handicapped, so you can imagine growing up was not

         20  at all easy or typical.  When I was 14, I became a

         21  member of the Forest Hills Community House.  The

         22  Community House helped me to visualize my goals and

         23  aspirations for the future.  It also enabled me to

         24  deal with and handle the various situations that

         25  confronted me at school and at home.  For four years
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          2  I have had the best help anyone could get, through

          3  the programs and the staff at the Forest Hills

          4  Community House.

          5                 Unfortunately, in those four years, I

          6  have also seen program after program go down due to

          7  the lack of funding.  Now that I am an adult, the

          8  threat of a $20 million budget cut towers over the

          9  programs that helped make me the person I am today.

         10                 While growing up I have had the

         11  advantage of a stabilized school system and many

         12  kinds of youth support services. From individual

         13  counseling to advocacy.  Eventually I went from

         14  service receiver to service giver.  I am now helping

         15  the system that helped me.

         16                 I currently hold two positions at the

         17  Community House.  During the afternoon, I work with

         18  homebound seniors, and at night I am a peer

         19  counselor.  Working as a service provider, I see all

         20  the effort and work it takes to make a difference

         21  not only for the youth, but for the community as

         22  well.  The young people I work with need more help

         23  than the City is currently providing.

         24                 I feel that it is unfair that Mayor

         25  Giuliani is willing to take away $20 million from
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          2  the youth services programs. These programs are

          3  helping build the future of New York City.  Just

          4  because the youth can not vote him out of office, it

          5  does not mean that we are useless and unworthy of

          6  support or irrelevant to this City.  We are its

          7  backbone and its lifeline.  We are the changes and

          8  the future.  Don't count us out so quickly.

          9                 I thank you for your time.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ:  Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Father

         14  Costello, Ms. Iler, followed by Bob Menzel.  Bob,

         15  are you here?  Would you, please, come up to this

         16  microphone?  And Paul Clay, are you here? Paul Clay.

         17    Okay, Eugene Gamiel, are you here?  Okay, you will

         18  come up to this microphone, please.

         19                 FATHER COSTELLO:  Good afternoon.  I

         20  would like to thank the City Council for having

         21  these hearings once again, and for the support they

         22  have given to Walk the Walk in the past year, the

         23  Queens Delegation, especially.

         24                 Tonight on ABC News, Cappy Phillips

         25  is doing a show on a woman in the Bronx, 95- years-
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          2  old, who has a daughter who is a nurse, and went

          3  into the nursing home and found her mother who was

          4  fairly healthy, but still only the nursing care

          5  under the influence of Haldol, tried to get the help

          6  for the mother and the nursing home refused.  She

          7  got an ambulance, called 911, and subsequently there

          8  is an investigation going on of that particular

          9  nursing home, and she is featuring it in the news.

         10                 This morning, I got a call from a

         11  lady not too far from here, 85- years- old, whose

         12  son is a drug dealer.  She has been held captive in

         13  her home for nearly 10 years.  The police broke into

         14  the home about several months ago, they broke into

         15  the lady's room, they didn't know who she was, she

         16  was arrested, handcuffed, and booked.  And I went

         17  over to the 108th Precinct and we got her released

         18  to ourselves, but she was a victim of elder abuse.

         19                 She joins the thousands of people in

         20  the City who are victims of elder abuse, and the

         21  agency called, Walk The Walk, is attempting to

         22  address that.  On Wednesday, this coming Wednesday,

         23  this week, we open the bids for the beginning of the

         24  construction of the first shelter in the United

         25  States for abused elderly, a 20- bed facility, it
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          2  will be located in Queens, because Queens is the

          3  highest population of elderly in the City.

          4                 I am very proud to tell you that we

          5  have got members of both the Senate, the Chair of

          6  the Senate Committee on Alcoholism and the Assembly

          7  Committee on Alcoholism, to introduce legislation

          8  urging the Governor to address the issue of elder

          9  drug and alcohol abuse.  With 150,000 elderly

         10  untreated in this City with serious drug/alcohol

         11  problems, untreated, cost the City, literally,

         12  hundreds of millions of dollars a year, and will

         13  continue to do so.            The Bureau of the

         14  Census says that by the year 2010 there is going to

         15  be a 75 percent increase in the number of elderly

         16  that we have in our society.  For Brooklyn and

         17  Queens that goes from 800,000 to 1,400,000, I do not

         18  hear the City planning to address this issue.

         19                 I have in my hand a letter I got this

         20  morning, it says:

         21                  "God bless you for helping the

         22  elderly."  This was the result of the Dennis Handler

         23  article that appeared on Mother's Day.  And in it is

         24  a donation, and the donation is two dollars from an

         25  85- year- old lady, who had been a victim of abuse.
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          2  I saw this, this morning, I said, you know, you talk

          3  about props, it is not about props, this is about

          4  from somebody's heart.

          5                 So I'm asking the Council to help us,

          6  especially to see that the Mayor and the

          7  Administration puts this issue of elder abuse as a

          8  line item.  Literally tens of thousands, according

          9  to the New York City Department for the Aging, with

         10  50,000 elderly in the City who are abused every

         11  year, and the numbers are much higher as everyone

         12  knows, and yet, who is unwilling to admit.

         13                 So I ask your help, I didn't prepare

         14  a speech, except for what I have said to you, I want

         15  to thank you for your support.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         17  very much, Father.  We are delighted to have been

         18  the first ones who came forward governmentally to

         19  help Walk The Walk and to help your particular

         20  efforts in this regard.  Because we know that it is

         21  money well, well spent, as well, you have proven our

         22  judgement to be correct every day, so we thank you

         23  very much.

         24                 Liz.

         25                 MS. ILER:  Good afternoon.  My name
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          2  is Elizabeth Iler.  I'm the Director of the Queens

          3  Bridge to Medicine Program, which is an outreach to

          4  high school, minority high school seniors from City

          5  College, The Sophie Davis School of Biomedical

          6  Education, and with your continuing support, we're

          7  asking you for the same level of support that we

          8  requested last year.  So that I have cut to the

          9  chase now.

         10                 And we do want to thank you, all of

         11  you sitting before me have been very strong

         12  supporters of our program, and on behalf of our

         13  students and faculty, I want to thank you for your

         14  support in the past.  Your current support in what

         15  we hope would be continued support into the coming

         16  year.

         17                 I wanted to just highlight for you

         18  some of the accomplishments of the students, so you

         19  see that you get a lot of bang for your buck in our

         20  program.  We have doubled the enrollment since the

         21  program began 14 years ago from about 25 students,

         22  we are now graduating this Thursday 51 young people

         23  from 22 Queens high schools, and one of the reasons

         24  we have been able to expand and serve more young

         25  people is because of your help.
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          2                 All 51, 100 percent of these students

          3  will attend excellent four- year colleges, among

          4  which are the most competitive Biomedical Programs

          5  in the country:  Sophie Davis, Binghamton Seven-

          6  Year Program, and Queens College has just started a

          7  program. Our students will be entering in the

          8  Brooklyn College BMD Program. This is just to

          9  mention a few schools, they're going to excellent

         10  schools.

         11                 There is a Type I Program to increase

         12  the number of minority physicians sponsored by all

         13  the medical schools in the country.  They normally

         14  only accept students to help them prepare for

         15  medical school applications, it is sophomores and

         16  juniors in college.  Seven of our Queens Bridge to

         17  Medicine seniors will be attending an 8- week

         18  program this summer at Yale Medical School.

         19                 We have established the Explore

         20  Program for Queens, 10th grade students in the top 5

         21  percent of their class.  Thirty students enrolled

         22  this spring to do math and science, every Saturday

         23  for seven weeks starting at nine in the morning, and

         24  they are there on time, on their toes, and they will

         25  be top candidates for the Bridge to Medicine
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          2  Program.

          3                 In our follow- up, which is somewhat

          4  informal, but in our follow- up of our alumni since

          5  we began in 1985, we have counted that about 25

          6  percent of our graduates enter Medical School, 25

          7  percent.  In any population only about 1 percent of

          8  any student starting college or completes college

          9  goes onto Medical School.  So I think that is

         10  something to brag about.

         11                 And I'm amazed to think about it, but

         12  we're graduating our 14th group of students from the

         13  Queens Bridge to Medicine Program.  The program

         14  works, it provides doctors who will serve the

         15  communities in Queens and other communities in the

         16  City, and we thank you for your support, and hope we

         17  will have some more in the coming year.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         20  very much.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Could you

         22  just tell us --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  I would

         24  love to be able to languish to my colleagues, let

         25  just remind my colleagues that we are out of here at
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          2  eight o'clock.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Okay, I

          4  just wanted to ask her what grade do they start into

          5  medicine.

          6                 MS. ILER:  This is just for seniors.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Thank you.

          8                 MS. ILER:  We have other programs.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  High school

         10  seniors, thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Bob

         12  Menzel, please, and then Paul Clay, okay, and then

         13  Kathleen Gilran, Kathleen, if you would go over to

         14  this microphone over here, please, to my right, yes,

         15  please.

         16                 MR. MENZEL:  My name is Bob Menzel.

         17  I'm from the Alliance of Queens Artists, and I would

         18  like thank you all for fighting the good fight, and

         19  that is why you have to remember that sometimes we

         20  do talk to you, you know, like you're saying that

         21  we're preaching to the choir.  You're our

         22  representatives, sometimes are the only people that

         23  we see, and there is a frustration out there that

         24  people don't listen to us.  So the words I had, this

         25  testimony is really something that, you know like
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          2  hopefully you can impress this feeling onto, you

          3  know, the other political people.

          4                 Every person in this room works for

          5  the common good, but every year we are forced to

          6  prove our worth.  When an organization falls below a

          7  certain level, it can no longer function

          8  efficiently.  I don't know about all the other

          9  groups, but the Alliance is fast approaching that

         10  danger mark.

         11                 Our main objective is to serve all

         12  our communities with our programs.  How do I impress

         13  upon you the value for these programs?  Do I tell

         14  you of the smiles on the faces of the kids when they

         15  have created their little masterpieces?  What price

         16  would you put on the self- confidence that this

         17  produces?  Do I tell you of the pride that the

         18  parents feel when their children exhibit in an art

         19  gallery, alongside other artists?  Do I tell you the

         20  young immigrant woman who needed our help in going

         21  to an art school, she didn't have a green card, we

         22  brought this to the attention of the media, the

         23  media brought it to the attention of Shulman, if it

         24  wasn't for a place for her to meet and other people,

         25  you know, like to share interests, a lot of things
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          2  would fall by the waysides?  Or do I tell you about

          3  the troubled teen, who will probably now go back to

          4  a life of graffiti and vandalism, because his

          5  parents couldn't find an appropriate guidance

          6  program?  Or do I tell you that the children of

          7  immigrants who fight with each other because they

          8  never learn to appreciate each other's cultures?  I

          9  have learned that ignorance breeds hate.

         10                 Littleton could be important of

         11  things that happen here.  Why are we compelled year

         12  after year to beg for funding, what is the message

         13  being sent to us, money is more important than

         14  people?  And this is very cynical, but, you know,

         15  like maybe again you can like impress upon, you

         16  know, like to the other representatives.

         17                 We're all being cut out of the

         18  picture slowly, we might as well just stop the

         19  torture.  Cut public funding to all cultural and

         20  social service organizations now.  This way when all

         21  after school programs are gone, when there are no

         22  more programs for the elderly and disabled, when

         23  every program of cultural interest is dead and

         24  buried, when the entire fabric of our society

         25  unravels, we can take pride in the fact that we have
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          2  a surplus in the budget.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          5  very much. Eugene.  Please, guys we're trying to get

          6  through quickly, come on, come on, let's go.

          7  Eugene, come on.

          8                 MR. GAMIEL:  Thank you.  My name is

          9  Eugene Gamiel. I'm one of the Directors of Music

         10  Outreach/Learning Through Music. This is our 30th

         11  year of bringing a very vital program into the

         12  education area, you know, where we are getting kids

         13  turned on to learning using music.  We began with

         14  learning disabled and handicapped children and

         15  discovered that this approach to get children to

         16  focus with attention spans of less than 40 seconds,

         17  for a full hour of instructional material is a

         18  miracle that we have fostered and advanced through

         19  Mrs. Harrison who has introduced it for us into this

         20  area, expanded the program in Queens.

         21                 We're serving approximately 2,250

         22  children and in 21 elementary schools in Queens.  We

         23  have enclosed, because of the limited time, we have

         24  sent you, we have enclosed a film to show you first

         25  hand, since I know how busy you all are at this time
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          2  of year, seeing first hand how the impact of

          3  learning takes place and it is translated, linked to

          4  a concert that is provided at Colden Center, we're

          5  we served almost close to 4,000 children from

          6  outside the Borough as well.

          7                 We're looking for $5,100, and this

          8  will expand the program in each district from each

          9  of the members of this Council. We also are listing

         10  on the bottom of our sheet that is before you, the

         11  available workshops that are going on at the present

         12  time, in the classrooms, in Queens.  And we hope you

         13  will avail yourself to see one of these things close

         14  first hand.  If you cannot and are unable to, we

         15  hope you will have a moment to look at that six

         16  minute film, which is going to be part of a

         17  documentary to be aired later this year about

         18  keeping music alive in the schools.

         19                 I thank you very much.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         21  very much. Following Kathleen, Barbara Eisenstadt,

         22  are you here?  Come on over to the microphone,

         23  please?  And Jeff Rosenstock, you will be at this

         24  microphone.

         25                 MS. GILRAN:  Hi, my name is Kathleen
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          2  Gilran.  I'm the Director at Socrates Sculpture

          3  Park.  I would like to thank the Queens Delegation

          4  of the New York City Council and Councilman Walter

          5  McCaffrey, for your part in making Socrates

          6  Sculpture Park a New York City Park.  This is

          7  Socrates 13th year of operation, and it is a

          8  wonderful gift for the people of Queens and New York

          9  City to know that the park will be here for them in

         10  the future.

         11                 Yesterday Socrates celebrated the

         12  opening of our Spring 1999 Exhibition.  Thousands of

         13  people came to the park, free of charge, as always,

         14  to view the exhibitions, to listen to the music of

         15  five different bands, and enjoy the sunshine, open

         16  space, and waterfront view.  There were residents of

         17  Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan, as well as people from

         18  as far as Europe, Asia, and South America, who all

         19  came to enjoy the day.

         20                 Thank you for your commitment to the

         21  cultural organizations of Queens, funds from the New

         22  York City Council, through the Department of

         23  Cultural Affairs, provides vital, arts education

         24  programs for elementary and high school children,

         25  through Socrates Sculpture Park.  We send artists
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          2  into the schools to work with teachers in creating

          3  arts programming.  We also bring the students to the

          4  park and provide classes on site at Socrates in

          5  weather permitting days.

          6                 With a staff of three, each of us

          7  part- time, working out of a six- foot by 40- foot

          8  trailer in the park, we create the education

          9  programs, raise $220,000 annually in funding, and

         10  produce international and recognized exhibitions of

         11  monumental works of art.  Through the Community

         12  Employment Initiative that we created, we hire local

         13  residents to plant, prune, and maintain the park

         14  grounds.

         15                 Through capital funding from the City

         16  Council over the past three years, the Parks

         17  Department has upgraded the site providing

         18  handicapped accessible pathway, lighting, and a

         19  sprinkler system, and repaired the sidewalk outside,

         20  which is great for the local residents.  Thank you

         21  for all of these capital funds.

         22                 Currently, the Department of Cultural

         23  Affairs provides $8,225 of our $220,000 annual

         24  budget.  I ask that you increase that line item to

         25  $30,000.  Eighty- five percent of our annual budget
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          2  comes from private sources and foundations, the

          3  remainder is from government sources.  I also ask

          4  that you please support the full restoration of the

          5  Department of Cultural Affairs budget.  Please

          6  support the continuation of the Department of

          7  Cultural Affairs as the City agency responsible for

          8  the management of cultural programs and

          9  institutions.  Please oppose any rigid measures

         10  which require specific percentages of private funds

         11  in order to be eligible for City funding, and please

         12  oppose the Challenge Grant program and the new

         13  Competitive Challenge Grant Program.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         16  very much. Barbara Eisenstadt.

         17                 MS. EISENSTADT:  Good evening,

         18  members of the Queens City Council.  I'm Barbara

         19  Eisenstadt, President of Rockaway Music and Arts

         20  Council, an all volunteer community organization,

         21  which since 1955 has been fostering cultural arts in

         22  the Rockaways.

         23                 Today addressing needs in our

         24  educational system presents Sounds of Music Programs

         25  with instrumental music, opera and dance in District
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          2  27 schools.  Our free Sunset Picnic Concert Series

          3  at Gateway National Recreation Area, Fort Tilden,

          4  has become a summertime Rockaway tradition.  We

          5  enliven this Queens peninsula with our Annual Fall

          6  Festival of Music, Art, and Crafts, now in its 16th

          7  year.  Additionally, we offer museum trips,

          8  graduation awards for excellence in music and art,

          9  and currently are introducing a writers workshop.

         10                 This is a particularly propitious

         11  time for these budget hearings, because Mayor

         12  Giuliani has proclaimed this coming week as Arts

         13  Education Week, and has declared that New York City

         14  should have the best arts education in the world.

         15                 The arts in our schools are now being

         16  revived, having suffered from years of neglect, but

         17  it will not come about overnight, teachers must be

         18  educated and a whole new system implemented.

         19  Idealistically, Project Arts will provide a restored

         20  network for educating our children in music and

         21  arts.  However, Rockaway Music and Arts Council

         22  finds in our district there are still schools that

         23  do not have Project Arts, and in some schools with

         24  very limited or no arts programs at all.  Searching

         25  for ways to enrich their curriculum PS 47, PS 105,
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          2  and PS 106, have been helped to stretch their

          3  Project Arts dollars with our Sounds of Music

          4  Programs.  I should have mentioned PS 43, as well,

          5  which include pre- program material and follow- up

          6  guides.

          7                 Economically we are watching our

          8  young families move out of the Rockaways seeking

          9  better schools.  It is of utmost importance to

         10  recognize the need of enriching our schools to

         11  provide a reason for these young people to stay.  We

         12  want to strengthen our neighborhood schools, not

         13  have the schools of choice be private or religious,

         14  not force our children to travel outside the

         15  community for a quality education.

         16                 We hope you recognize that our Sounds

         17  of Music Program, which also extends to the high

         18  schools, is, as Martha Stewart might say, "a good

         19  thing."

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  We ask

         21  that you begin to sum up.

         22                 MS. EISENSTADT:  That your support

         23  will enable us to expand our successful program and

         24  provide an immediate response to the needs in

         25  District 27.
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          2                 We also believe that our Free Summer

          3  Concerts affectionately called Tanglewood at Tilden,

          4  and the Annual Fall Festival Weekend, which draws

          5  upward of 25,000 visitors are helping make Rockaway

          6  a destination of choice.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 MS. EISENSTADT:  Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Our next

         11  witness, following Jeff Rosenstock, Pete Garan, at

         12  this microphone, followed by Tom Ryan at that

         13  microphone.

         14                 MR. ROSENSTOCK:  Good evening, my

         15  name is Jeff Rosenstock, and I want to thank each

         16  and every one of you for the support you have lent

         17  our institution, and also for know so much about

         18  Queens Theater In The Park that I'm not going to

         19  delve into it right now.  You do have the materials,

         20  you have been at the Theater, you have been

         21  supporting the Theater, you have seen our tremendous

         22  growth.  One example I will use is 80,000 in box

         23  office in Fiscal '94, $540,000 in box office in

         24  Fiscal '99.

         25                 I have given you a brief summary on
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          2  the second page, and basically I'm here to request

          3  an increase of $180,000, so our level of DCA funding

          4  in 28 percent of our budget along with our other CIG

          5  colleagues in Queens.  And, again, I know time is

          6  short, and I just want to thank you for everything

          7  you are doing, and let you know that we are

          8  depending upon you, and counting on you, as we have

          9  in the past, and your track record is great.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         12  very much. Pete Garan.

         13                 MR. GARAN:  My name is Pete Garan.  I

         14  represent Vietnam Veterans of America, Queens

         15  Chapter #32, and my testimony will address the New

         16  York City Council budget priorities for Fiscal Year

         17  2000, and the Chapter's request for continued

         18  funding.

         19                 The Chapter requests funding for two

         20  continuous major projects, the Chapter Service

         21  Representatives Office, SRO, in Rego Park, and its

         22  Annual Veterans' Information Day, VID.  The SRO

         23  services most performed are compensation intention

         24  claims with the US Department of Veterans' Affairs,

         25  the VA, while VID provides current benefit
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          2  information directly to veterans by a network of

          3  Veteran service organizations and other service

          4  providers.  Other services include:  Document

          5  retrieval, education benefits, widow's pension

          6  benefits, employment referrals, request for property

          7  tax exemption applications, VA Health Care

          8  enrollment, and VA debt waiver or reductions, as

          9  well as client referrals by elected officials

         10  concerning veteran related matters.

         11                 At Veterans' Information Day 1998,

         12  more than 356 veterans were served, an increase of

         13  35 percent over 1997.  As comparison in the

         14  preceding two years an average of 125 veterans were

         15  served at each event.  Since May of 1998, more than

         16  400 veterans were called to request help or

         17  information.  At Veterans' Information Day this past

         18  Saturday, the Chapter hosted more than 300 veterans.

         19    Overall the Chapter served nearly 800 clients in

         20  the last fiscal year.  Since the third quarter of

         21  1996, the dollar value of benefits received by our

         22  clients was nearly $800,000, awards which are spent

         23  in our community and improved their quality of life.

         24    It is important to remember that services are

         25  provided to veterans of all eras and their widows
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          2  and eligible dependents.

          3                 Many of our clients are World War II

          4  and Korean Veterans or their widows, hence, senior

          5  citizens.  Chapter services do not begin and end in

          6  the service officer at VID.  Outside, non chargeable

          7  services include events in support of homeless

          8  veterans, volunteer work at Saint Alban's VA

          9  Extended Care Center, our Annual POW/MIA Recognition

         10  Day Ceremony funded totally by volunteers, and honor

         11  guard services for deceased comrades.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         13  very much. Clarence Alirving, are you here?  Yes.

         14                 MR. RYAN:  Good evening, ladies and

         15  gentlemen of the New York City Council.  My name is

         16  Thomas Ryan.  I'm the Executive Director of Woodside

         17  On The Move.  Over the past fiscal year Woodside On

         18  The Move has helped over 500 tenants, landlords and

         19  homeowners with housing problems and entitlements, 8

         20  percent of whom are senior citizens.  We have

         21  provided over 800 youth with after school and summer

         22  camp programs, and 20 young people with meaningful

         23  summer jobs.  We have assisted more than 400

         24  businesses in Woodside through promotional events,

         25  technical assistance, sales tax demotions, and
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          2  start- up services.  We have sponsored 25 cultural

          3  events through Woodside, during our Summer Concert

          4  series in Woodmere Park, senior concerts and classic

          5  programs in neighborhood public schools.  Over 100

          6  Woodside residents have found employment through our

          7  job service board.

          8                 These services would not have been

          9  available if the New York Council had not fought to

         10  restore and fund these programs at both the New York

         11  City level and at the Councilmanic level directly to

         12  Woodside On The Move.  However, the Mayor held up

         13  the contract and funding process for over six months

         14  last year, as a result of this delay we're now in

         15  the process of signing contracts and vouchering for

         16  funds for this fiscal year which ends in just six

         17  weeks.  Woodside On The Move is asking the New York

         18  City Council to help us fight City Hall and restore

         19  the much needed funding for youth, cultural, housing

         20  and business services.  Our fiscal requests are

         21  listed for your information.

         22                 Woodside On The Move would like to

         23  thank Council Members Walter McCaffrey, John Sabini,

         24  Speaker Vallone, and the Queens Delegation for their

         25  continued support.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          4  very much. Alan Freedman, are you in the back there?

          5    Okay, please come up. Susan Tibler or Ken, who is

          6  testifying?  Ken, okay, please.

          7                 MS. PERCHECKA (phonetic):  Good

          8  evening, esteemed Council members.  My name is

          9  Ieshazola Perchecka, and I am a Producer for the

         10  Black American Heritage Foundation.  The concept of

         11  eliminating the DCA funding in favor of a Cultural

         12  Challenge is unanimously opposed by the staff, board

         13  members, and Chairman, Clarence Alirving, Sr., of

         14  the Black American Heritage Foundation. The

         15  elimination of DCA would cripple the existence of

         16  small organizations within the ethnic community.

         17  BAHF, the Black American Heritage Foundation is a

         18  member of the Cultural Collaborative of Jamaica, and

         19  as such, co- sponsors cultural events in southeast

         20  Queens.  In addition, the Black American Heritage

         21  Foundation is working diligently to develop the York

         22  College, Black American Heritage Foundation Music

         23  History Archives, which preserves and celebrates the

         24  legacy of African- American musicians, composers and

         25  arrangers, who lived in southeast Queens.  The Music
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          2  History Archives has been chosen as a stop in

          3  grandly music trail. Arts programs present music and

          4  history, including musicians of the highest caliber.

          5                 I would like to offer the following

          6  anecdote to you as proof of the power of the arts.

          7  It's a single, personal experience, which I believe

          8  speaks volumes.  As a co- sponsor of the Jamaica Art

          9  and Music Summer Festival, representing BAHF, I was

         10  in Kings Park in Jamaica early doubling as security

         11  for the rented equipment, because how small the

         12  budget is we were not able to have security.  In the

         13  time that I was sitting there, I met a gentleman,

         14  well, I observed a gentleman from, again, called the

         15  Latin Kings, and then a gentleman from, again,

         16  called the Bruds.  They were engaged in the sale of

         17  illicit drugs.  I went to them and I said, my

         18  brothers, I would like to ask you a favor, there is

         19  a Latin Jazz artist coming here named Day Valentine,

         20  and he will be playing in the park today, what can

         21  you do for me?  And for that moment, the power of

         22  music, the power of the arts did something that the

         23  Parks Department, that the Police Department, that

         24  no government enforcement agency could do.  The two

         25  brothers looked at each other, they shook hands and
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          2  they said, you know what sister, just for today

          3  because it is Day Valentine, there will be no sale

          4  of crack in Kings Park, and they packed up there

          5  stuff and they left. And that is all I can, that we

          6  build programs, not persons.

          7                 Thanks.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 MS. HOYT:  I'm Ellen Hoyt, Deputy

         11  Director for the New York Hall of Science, and as

         12  you can see, I'm not Alan Freedman, who apologizes,

         13  he was called to Albany today to meet with Richard

         14  Mills in a discussion of how to bridge the

         15  performance gap that is rapidly showing up in

         16  science and math, performance against the new

         17  standards.  However, he did give me the materials

         18  that you have in front of you, and as I was sitting

         19  here, I was thinking, I have seen you at the New

         20  York City Arts Coalition Breakfast, a few weeks ago,

         21  and then last week again many of you were at the

         22  Cultural Institutions Group event at Harry's, and

         23  then on Saturday I was with Helen Marshall at the

         24  Hall of Science.  And, frankly, as a leader of

         25  cultural community here, it's very easy for us to
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          2  imagine that all you think about is us, and then

          3  when I sit here in this setting and realize the

          4  level of detail and attention that you are giving to

          5  all of the different sectors and programs in Queens,

          6  frankly, it gives a new meaning to the word public

          7  service.

          8                 Let me talk for one moment about we

          9  are asking in response to Walter's note that we

         10  should make that very clear. What Alan has prepared

         11  for you is essentially ammunition that you can use

         12  for fighting for the restorations, which we know you

         13  want to make.  And, specifically, since 1995, which

         14  is the base year we often talk to you about because

         15  it is the year before the help that you gave us with

         16  capital construction, doubled our space, through

         17  1998, with that doubled space our Department of

         18  Cultural Affairs funding has increased 1 percent, so

         19  less than inflation, which you have often heard.

         20  Right now the Administration is proposing that we

         21  should be cut 20 percent of our operating budget, so

         22  $338,000 against an operating subsidy, at this

         23  point, of $1.5 million.  And I don't have to go into

         24  how unattainable that is, we have been hearing it

         25  over and over again from our colleagues here in this
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          2  room.

          3                 At the same time we have increased

          4  our earned income by 142 percent.  We have increased

          5  our contributed income by 250 percent, and we have

          6  increased the number of people who come to the hall

          7  by 42 percent, which is quite remarkable.  Of those

          8  300,000 people that we're seeing every year now, 44

          9  percent are from Queens, and Alan has given you on

         10  the bottom pages of your pack, a list of those that

         11  are coming this year from the schools here in

         12  Queens.  This is the school year from September to

         13  April, you're seeing the 35,000 youngsters who have

         14  come.

         15                 We are the largest provider of

         16  physical science education services in the City, the

         17  largest trainer of teachers in the physical sciences

         18  in the City, 1,600 a year, and we're the only

         19  provider in the City of equipment to be taken out of

         20  the classrooms, and that equipment this year

         21  includes two- way video, which we are now, not only

         22  using with the schools, but we will be extending to

         23  the Queens Library system this coming year.

         24                 So in closing, I would like to note

         25  that we are asking for restoration of the $338,000
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          2  cut from this current Administration.  We are also

          3  so bold as to ask for $290,000 in addition, which we

          4  understand right from the start you will not be able

          5  to provide all of, but which reflects the additional

          6  security and maintenance required for the larger

          7  building.

          8                 On the capital side, we are asking

          9  you to help us with $800,000 to reverse a sprawling

         10  condition which is on the surface of the wonderful,

         11  old, great hall, and which has caused us to close

         12  the plaza.  And also, to consider $2 million for a

         13  Science Playground complementing the one that you

         14  helped us build three years ago, that is serving

         15  5,000 people a week right now, it's running nine

         16  months of the year - -

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  I have to

         18  ask you to conclude.

         19                 MS. HOYT: - -  and the only complaint

         20  we get is because of safety we can't serve

         21  youngsters under the age of six. There is a

         22  tremendous clamor for service to this population.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         24                 MS. HOYT:  Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Marilyn
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          2  Simon, are you here?  Marilyn, could you come over

          3  here?  Bernice Segel.  Paul Engle, Patrick Markey,

          4  Patrick, okay, you will be next up at this

          5  microphone.  Thank you.

          6                 MR. LYNN:  All right, thank you,

          7  Council Member McCaffrey.  My name is Kenneth Lynn,

          8  and I oversee the New York City T.A.S.C. Programs.

          9  And I want to thank the Council for its support for

         10  our Queens T.A.S.C. Program.

         11                 Last year in 1998 we placed 462

         12  criminal drug addicts is substance abuse treatment

         13  programs.  We currently maintain a case load that

         14  we're monitoring for the courts of 575 criminal drug

         15  addicts, who are not committing crimes and are drug

         16  free at this present time.  The Drug Court, which

         17  took a bit of time to get up and running because of

         18  some contracting problems with the Mayor's Office,

         19  is now up and running and has 90 people on its case

         20  load.  We anticipate, by next year, our 462 will

         21  reach 750, that 575 case load should be 800, at

         22  least.

         23                 With those kind of numbers, and

         24  through the years we have successfully rehabilitated

         25  thousands and thousands of criminal drug addicts, we
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          2  have contributed greatly to making the streets of

          3  Queens safer, and we have make these people

          4  productive, tax paying members of society,

          5  thousands, in fact.

          6                 Last year, through the Queens

          7  Council, we got $400,000, this year with higher

          8  anticipated case loads and more criminal drug

          9  addicts to take care of and monitor, and supervise,

         10  and rehabilitate, we ask for $550,000 so we can

         11  successfully accomplish this job.

         12                 I want to thank the Council once

         13  again.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         15  very much. Marilyn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  How much is

         17  he asking, Walter?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  How much

         19  are you asking for, Ken, how much are you asking

         20  for?

         21                 MR. LYNN:  It's on the paper.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  It's on

         23  the paper.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Where,

         25  where is it?  It's not on the paper.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  How much

          3  are you asking for in that regard?

          4                 MR. LYNN:  Five hundred and fifty

          5  thousand.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 MR. LYNN:  Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Marilyn.

         10                 MS. SIMON:  Good evening, Council

         11  members.  I'm Marilyn Simon.  I'm the Interim

         12  Executive Director of the Queens Museum of Art.  And

         13  this evening I want to start off by saying that we

         14  are most grateful for the generous support of the

         15  Queens Delegation in securing City funding for

         16  expense and capital budgets of the Queens Museum of

         17  Art, one of the City's 34 major cultural

         18  institutions.  We seek your assistant, again, this

         19  year as we face an over 20 percent proposed

         20  reduction in the FY 2000 Executive Expense Budget,

         21  which amounts to approximately $270,000 in our case.

         22    And this is happening at the very moment we are

         23  increasing our services and engaging wider

         24  audiences.

         25                 Each year the Queens Museum of Art
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          2  serves 200,000 elementary school children, high

          3  school students, special needs audiences, families,

          4  and art novices and experts through our exhibitions

          5  and educational programs both on and off site.

          6                 As many of you know, our permanent

          7  exhibitions, Tiffany in Queens, Selections from the

          8  Neustadt Collection and the Panorama of the City of

          9  New York, both underscore unique accomplishments of

         10  the Borough.  The Museum's special exhibitions of

         11  contemporary art, such as our recent Looking at the

         12  Nineties, Four Views of Current Mexican Photography,

         13  and our upcoming Modern Odysseys: Greek American

         14  Artists of the 20th Century, often spotlight the

         15  diverse communities of Queens.  Through both

         16  permanent and temporary exhibitions, the Museum

         17  becomes a place of meeting for diverse audiences

         18  while fostering a feeling of civic ownership and

         19  pride.

         20                 This year, to increase our services

         21  to the many communities of Queens, we launched and

         22  audience building initiative including new programs

         23  for families and adults schedule on weekends and

         24  weekday afternoons.  At the same time, we have

         25  begun, on a part- time basis, to develop
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          2  collaborative programs with grassroots community

          3  organizations, some of whom spoke here earlier this

          4  evening, and we have seen increase in attendance.

          5  In the first year of this program, attendance to

          6  public programs at the Museum is up by 33 percent.

          7                 By investing in building audiences

          8  today, the Museum will ensure its long- term growth

          9  and stability.  Increased programs and visibility

         10  mean increase on site attendance.  This in turn

         11  leads to increased earned income through admissions,

         12  gift shop sales, and it expands our membership and

         13  donor base.  We have proven that when the Museum

         14  increases programs and audiences non City support

         15  rises, in FY '98 corporate funding increased by 57

         16  percent, foundation funding was up by 76, and

         17  support from individuals increased by 45 percent.

         18  To encourage this momentum within the private giving

         19  sector, we ask that City FY 2000 funding remain, at

         20  least, equal to or greater than FY '99 levels.

         21  Dramatic cuts in City support will certainly

         22  discourage, not encourage, increased private sector

         23  support.

         24                 Regrettably, the magnitude of the

         25  proposed budget cut will force the Museum to
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          2  curtail, rather than expand educational and

          3  community programming.  It is truly disheartening

          4  that we must now be concerned about the prospect of

          5  losing City funding.  I wish I could advocate, as we

          6  did earlier this year at the Queens Borough Board,

          7  for more - -

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  We ask

          9  that you sum up now.

         10                 MS. SIMON: - -  for funding to

         11  support stronger community affairs programming.

         12  Instead, I must stress the loss of City funds will

         13  undermine our ability to serve our audiences.

         14                 We want to share our wonderful

         15  exhibitions and programs with wider audiences in

         16  Queens.  We urge you not only to oppose the over 20

         17  percent reduction to the budgets of the City's

         18  cultural institutions, but to consider how much more

         19  the Queens Museum and others can do to serve the

         20  Borough's residents.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         23  very much. Solomon Phillips, is Solomon in the back?

         24    No, I don't see him.

         25                 MR. MARKEY:  My name is Patrick
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          2  Markey.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Just hold

          4  on for one second.  Andrew Jackson, Andrew you have

          5  to be up at this microphone, please, come.  Yes,

          6  Patrick, go ahead.

          7                 MR. MARKEY:  I'm sorry, thank you.

          8  My name is Patrick Markey.  I'm Senior Policy

          9  Analyst with the Coalition for the Homeless, and I

         10  have to speak to you about a proposed program, which

         11  would have City- wide impact and enormous impact on

         12  the hundreds of homeless families and individuals

         13  which reside in the Municipal shelters in Queens.

         14  This is the temporary rent subsidies for the

         15  homeless program, which was included by the City

         16  Council last year in the adopted budget over the

         17  opposition of the Administration, and again, we're

         18  very grateful for that support last year.

         19                 As you know, in November the program

         20  was virtually eliminated in budget negotiations, and

         21  the Mayor's Executive Budget proposal proposes

         22  elimination of the program entirely.  This is a

         23  program whose logic is very simple.  The City of New

         24  York spends $2,000 a month keeping homeless, single

         25  adults on cots in Armory shelter to $3,000 a month
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          2  keeping homeless families in welfare hotels.  For as

          3  little as $700 per month, these families and

          4  individuals can be moved into their own apartments

          5  with the rent subsidy and support services over a

          6  two- year period, which would allow them to move

          7  onto employment and off of public assistance, and

          8  out of the shelters.

          9                 We have operated a pilot rental

         10  assistance program since 1989, and of the hundreds

         11  of families and individuals we have helped, only 98

         12  percent have remained in permanent housing, and 85

         13  percent have moved from welfare into employment.

         14                 And, with your indulgence I would

         15  like to introduce one of my colleagues, Brian

         16  McLoughlin, is the head of a Committee of Homeless

         17  Shelter Residents who have been organizing around

         18  this issue, and he just wants to take a few moments

         19  to tell his story.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:   You have

         21  one minute and a half remaining.

         22                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  Thank you.  My name

         23  is Brian McLoughlin, I'm a homeless.  I would like

         24  briefly to give you some of my background to help

         25  you understand why this program is important to me
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          2  and to thousands of other people like me.  I'm 56

          3  years- old, I'm a working man.  I have worked all my

          4  life, social security at 12, social security at 16,

          5  I paid for two years of college by working nights in

          6  a printing plant, did two years in Nam, came home

          7  and worked 30 years since, including ten years

          8  running my own business employing between 5 and 21

          9  people. Some time ago, I ran into a problem, I

         10  suddenly found myself with almost all my savings

         11  gone, only a part- time job and no place to live.  I

         12  thought I would regroup and come into the shelter,

         13  thinking it would take no more than three or four

         14  months to get my feet back under me, that was two

         15  years ago.  I have felt since I have been in shelter

         16  as though I am a man from an ant trap, for every

         17  step forward I take I step back three.  Why?

         18                 Some of the problems is someone

         19  either working or looking for work in the shelters

         20  face are:

         21                 First, an address, if you list your

         22  address as being in a shelter, no employer wants to

         23  talk to you.

         24                 Second, in my case, hours, unemployed

         25  set up by trade.  Ninety- five percent of the jobs
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          2  in my trade are at night, I can't work nights.

          3                 Third, it is difficult to maintain a

          4  presentable appearance while every thing you own has

          5  to be kept within one locker 16 by 32 by 36.  Lack

          6  of sleep, lack of a phone, all these problems are

          7  something that could be solved by the type of

          8  program that you have been asked to consider.

          9                 And on behalf of the shelter

         10  residents of this City, I ask you to seriously

         11  consider this answer.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         14    Following Mr. Jackson, Andria Burger, Ms. Burger

         15  are you here?  Susan Wederman. Mr. Jackson, please.

         16                 MR. JACKSON:  Good afternoon.  My

         17  name is Andrew Jackson, I'm the Executive Director

         18  at the Langston Hughes Community Library and Culture

         19  Center of the Queens Public Library. I have

         20  presented a written statement, I'm just going to

         21  give you some statements to keep it brief, because I

         22  know you are in a very short time period.

         23                 The Langston Hughes Community Library

         24  and Cultural Center has been operating for the last

         25  30 years in the Corona, East Elmhurst, Jackson
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          2  Heights community.  It is a safe haven for the

          3  children to come to the library, under the unique,

          4  one of the most unique library programs in that it

          5  is a combined library of the public library system

          6  in Queens, and also a cultural institution funded

          7  through New York State Council on the Arts, and New

          8  York City Department of Cultural Affairs, and youth

          9  funding from the New York City Department of Youth

         10  and Community Development.  With that it provides a

         11  resource for the community, it provides programs and

         12  services where there are no other services provided

         13  in the community, but also provides an atmosphere

         14  for emerging artists, young students who have no

         15  where else to go to exhibit or sing or dance or

         16  perform, and also ties them together with

         17  established artists who have a long career in music,

         18  film, video, art exhibition and library services.

         19                 Langston Hughes is unique, and it is

         20  unique because of the work that you have done,

         21  particularly our Queens Delegation in providing

         22  funding for it.  We need it to continue to serve the

         23  community, it is what it is there for, what it has

         24  been doing for 30 years, and we want to continue to

         25  do that.  We're requesting, at least, $30,000, a
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          2  mere drop in the bucket from what most organizations

          3  need to do what is necessary and remain, maintain

          4  Langston Hughes as an oasis of knowledge and culture

          5  in Queens County.

          6                 Thank you for your support.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          8  very much.  Ms. Wederman, followed by Gabriel

          9  Kessler, please, come on up.  Yes, go ahead.

         10                 MS. WEDERMAN:  Good evening.  My name

         11  is Susan Wederman.  I'm the Crime Victims

         12  Coordinator at Ridgewood Older Adult Center.  The

         13  Center is in desperate of a van to help serve almost

         14  3,000 members who benefit from our Center each year.

         15    The van we had was not safe to drive and the

         16  repairs would have been too costly.  The van is of

         17  vital importance to our Center.  We use the van to

         18  transport our members to doctors, Social Security

         19  Offices, or to government agencies to obtain certain

         20  benefits.  The van is also used for half- day trips

         21  to museums, botanical gardens, and rallies to

         22  support governmental issues.  Besides transportation

         23  for members, monthly trips were made to the Food

         24  Bank, which supplements our food supply for the

         25  Center as well as our Food Pantry.  Maintenance
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          2  supplies are also picked up for our Center to keep

          3  our Center in the best condition.  We have used our

          4  van to deliver Meals on Wheels to our homebound

          5  clients, when our driver's cars have broken down.

          6  Our Case Management staff uses the van to transport

          7  wheelchairs and canes or to make home visits when

          8  their cars are unavailable or not big enough to

          9  transport items their clients would need.

         10                 We at the Ridgewood Older Adult

         11  Center feel very strongly about giving our clients

         12  whether homebound or those who come to our Center,

         13  the very best care we can offer.  We would greatly

         14  appreciate the money needed to obtain a new van so

         15  we may continue to give all our clients the very

         16  best of service.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         19  very much. Gabriel.

         20                 MS. KESSLER:  I'm going to go through

         21  our priorities on this list, and just highlight the

         22  ones that are really important for us today.

         23                 In the area of child care, we're

         24  asking the Council to support 33 million to increase

         25  quality child care subsidies for an additional
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          2  15,000 children.  We expect the State would give New

          3  York City approximately $67 million, but there still

          4  is a need of 33 million to help meet the need for

          5  15,000 more kids in child care.  We also support

          6  your two Council proposals, one, to create the New

          7  York City refundable child care tax credit, and the

          8  second, to establish the business tax credit for

          9  construction of child care facilities.

         10                 In the area of youth services, you

         11  know there have been devastating cuts to this

         12  agency.  What we ask of you in your negotiations is

         13  that you recognize that there is a need to have

         14  school- based youth programs, as well as community-

         15  based youth programs, and when you talk about

         16  restoring money to these services that you recognize

         17  that there should be a balance between different

         18  kinds of programs that are offered to young people.

         19                 In the area of education, first, we

         20  would like to say that we are against the proposal

         21  to use school vouchers.  We also are very supportive

         22  of fully funding the Universal Pre- K program for

         23  28,000 children this year at a cost of $3,600 per

         24  child.  And we would like to thank the Council, last

         25  year, for adding additional money to the Universal
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          2  Pre- K program in order to make the $3,600 per child

          3  amount of money.

          4                 Also we support your proposal to

          5  reduce the average middle school class size from 28

          6  to 25 students by allocating $7 million.

          7                 I'm going to echo the rent subsidy

          8  proposal that the gentleman from the Coalition for

          9  the Homeless talked about earlier, we thank you for

         10  your support last year, and we hope that you will be

         11  able to support this subsidy proposal this year

         12  again.

         13                 In the area of child abuse and

         14  neglect, as you know the City is moving toward

         15  creating a neighborhood base system of delivering

         16  child welfare services, and the Bronx is the first

         17  Borough to be moving to this new system starting

         18  July 1.  The new contracts for the preventive

         19  service providers are being negotiated now, and ACS

         20  is looking to create a model program that will

         21  allocate a certain amount of money per family,

         22  approximately $5,000 per family to be served.  This

         23  is definitely under funding the amount of money that

         24  these programs need to sufficiently create programs

         25  that can handle the numbers of families that ACS is
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          2  asking these agencies to do.  So we're asking the

          3  Council to allocate $14 million in order to fully

          4  fund the general preventive service programs, as

          5  well as the intensive preventive service programs.

          6                 I also would like to talk about

          7  preventive health and mental health services to

          8  children.  One, we're looking for $3 million to

          9  support an outreach and education program to ensure

         10  that every child is tested for lead poisoning.  We

         11  are also asking for monies to pick up the child

         12  health clinic deficit.  We do support the merger of

         13  the Department of Health and the Department of

         14  Mental Health.  We support your proposal for the

         15  average tax credit of $650 to 600,000 low- income

         16  working households.

         17                 And lastly, in the area of juvenile

         18  justice, we're asking that you restore the money for

         19  the Ombudsman program that the Mayor is proposing a

         20  cut.  It's a really important program to kids who

         21  are in secured detention facilities, and you were

         22  very generous last year in funding this proposal, to

         23  expand the number of Ombudsman people, and we would

         24  hope that you would be able to do that again this

         25  year.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  What is

          3  the total price tag on all that that you just asked?

          4                 MS. KESSLER:  Oh, it's probably

          5  around $300 million, it's in the ball park of - -

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

          7                 MS. KESSLER:  Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Anne

          9  Mazurvie (phonetic), Zuri McKie, please, come on up

         10  to the microphone.

         11                 MS. MAZURVIE:  Good evening, my name

         12  is Anne - -

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Please,

         14  could you hold?

         15                 MS. MAZURVIE:  Okay.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Ms. Wade,

         17  are you here? Okay, thank you.  Yes, please, begin.

         18                 MS. MAZURVIE:  Good evening.  My name

         19  Anne Mazurvie. I'm the Director of Enrollment

         20  Management at LaGuardia Community College.  Thank

         21  you for inviting me to speak on behalf of our

         22  capital request to fund an obstacle document imaging

         23  system to better manage our college records and

         24  serve our community.

         25                 I will be brief, our request is
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          2  simple and will improve service at the college.  As

          3  LaGuardia Community College has grown from a college

          4  of 500 to one of over 11,000 students, managing

          5  paper records and transcripts for more than 100,000

          6  students on file has become really challenging.

          7  With over one million pieces of paper referring to

          8  our students records, the need to improve service in

          9  processing is critical.  The college would like to

         10  move away from paper processing and move towards

         11  electronic imaging to improve customer service and

         12  efficiency and to save valuable space, physical

         13  space, which is now consumed by rooms full of files.

         14                 This electronic document management

         15  system, which we would like to purchase would enable

         16  us to scan all of our existing files onto CD's like

         17  this one, that can be retrieved quickly and printed

         18  directly onto a laser printer.  The system is not

         19  dependent on any kind specific hardware and can be

         20  run off PCs.  So it would be a wonderful,

         21  independent system.

         22                 Rooms full of files would be reduced

         23  to a few shelves for compact discs, like this one,

         24  which holds 500 file folders or a whole file

         25  cabinet.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  We

          3  understand that.  How much is this now?

          4                 MS. MAZURVIE:  Seventy thousand

          5  dollars.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

          7                 MS. MAZURVIE:  Not only will storing

          8  records on CDs free up substantial space which is a

          9  premium, but it also will greatly improve customer

         10  service.  We will be able to find documents quickly

         11  and print the image immediately for each customer.

         12  To give a simple example, to find a transcription

         13  for a student from the 1980s will be much quicker,

         14  instead of digging through files with up to 72

         15  pieces of paper, the papers will be in the same

         16  order, every single time, and you won't have to

         17  worry about someone refiling them in the wrong order

         18  and not finding them again, there will be an index

         19  on each image, on each CD.  So it will reduce the

         20  time for the customer and increase the processing

         21  efficiency enormously.

         22                 Our implementation plan is to first

         23  do the Registrar's Office, Admissions, and Financial

         24  Aide, and in a second phase to move onto personnel

         25  and all of the other records we are legally required
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          2  to keep for the college.  This would enable us to

          3  retrieve and store all of our previous records, and

          4  give us yet time to continue managing future

          5  electronic storage and retrieval.

          6                 I would like to thank the Delegation

          7  for letting me present our request for funding, and

          8  when the budget negotiations are complete, please,

          9  consider our funding request.  LaGuardia Community

         10  College serves a large community in Queens, and this

         11  electronic imaging system will enable us to serve

         12  our students and our community more effectively.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Patricia

         15  Wade, if you could come up to this microphone?

         16                 MS. MCKIE:  Good evening, ladies and

         17  gentlemen, members of the Queens Borough Delegation,

         18  I am Zuri McKie, Director of the LaGuardia

         19  Performing Arts Center at LaGuardia Community

         20  College of The City University of New York.  I am

         21  honored to be here this evening to have the

         22  opportunity to tell you what an important role the

         23  LaGuardia Performing Arts Center has in the Queens

         24  community.

         25                 The LaGuardia Performing Arts Center,
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          2  known as LPAC, consists of a 740- seat Mainstage

          3  Theater as well as a 200- seat Little Theater.  The

          4  theaters have become a treasured resource to the

          5  college and to the larger Queens community.

          6  Internally, that college uses both theaters for

          7  formal, periodic gatherings of faculty and staff,

          8  presentations by distinguished guest lecturers,

          9  cultural showcases, student events, and as a

         10  practice area for the performing arts program.

         11                 Activities presented in the theaters

         12  for external groups are wide in scope and reach

         13  audiences throughout the Borough.  LPAC presents a

         14  Schooltime Series of professional performances for

         15  New York City school children.  Each year nearly

         16  20,000 elementary school children, primarily from

         17  Queens, attend performances and workshops by leading

         18  local and international artists.  The Weekend Family

         19  Series extends these performances to the general

         20  Queens community for Saturday and Sunday matinees.

         21  The Queens audience has come to rely on LPAC and

         22  this series for quality family programming.

         23                 LPAC presents a concert series for

         24  adults that has included Randy Weston, Bo Didley,

         25  and McCoy Tyner.  In addition, local Queens arts
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          2  organizations have come to rely on LPAC as their

          3  venue of choice for presenting cultural performances

          4  to the Queens community.  Our own Queens Borough  -

          5   -

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  I don't

          7  mean to be rude but, - -

          8                 MS. MCKIE:  Cut to the chase.  We're

          9  asking for $50,000.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Tell us

         11  what your looking for, don't talk about the place,

         12  tell us what you're looking for.

         13                 MS. MCKIE:  We're looking for money.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  How much

         15  money?

         16                 MS. MCKIE:  Fifty thousand dollars in

         17  support of replacing our light and sound system,

         18  which needs repair.  We're renting right now, and it

         19  is costing us almost that much each year, so we're

         20  asking for that amount of money to, in fact, replace

         21  those systems.

         22                 Thank you for your time.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         24  very much. Okay, Tom Keil, you will be up next.

         25                 MS. WADE:  Good evening.  My name is

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            184

          1  QUEENS DELEGATION

          2  Patricia Wade, and I am the Executive Director of

          3  Ridgewood Older Adult Center and Services.  The

          4  3,000 homebound and congregate center members are

          5  grateful to the Council for the $5,000 currently

          6  received as a result of Councilman Ognibene's and

          7  the other Council members efforts.  The Center

          8  relies heavily on financial assistance from our

          9  legislators, as well as our membership fundraising

         10  to supplement the Department for the Aging funding.

         11  These additional funds contribute significantly to

         12  the operation of the Center. Those additional funds

         13  have paid for lease fees on the copier, paper,

         14  office supplies, re- paving the sidewalk, ramping

         15  doorways, paint, carpeting, group leaders and

         16  teachers as well as many other items.

         17                 Although our legislators have been

         18  generous and our members are terrific fund- raisers,

         19  capital needs cannot be addressed through these

         20  funding sources.  Over the past 25 years that the

         21  Center has served well and frail older adults in

         22  Community Board #5, both well and frail adults, the

         23  membership services, and thus, wear and tear as well

         24  as new needs have likewise grown.  The Center is

         25  currently serving 220 homebound meals and 150 on
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          2  site meals in addition to maintaining a food pantry,

          3  and other health, education, and recreational

          4  programs.  All of this is carried out in a site

          5  originally intended to serve 90 to 100 meals per day

          6  and 75 homebound meals.

          7                 The Center's three greatest needs at

          8  this time are to purchase a van to replace the 1979

          9  Ford that we just discarded, install an elevator,

         10  and install new flooring.  Purchase of the van will

         11  cost a minimum of $28,000.  The elevator is expected

         12  to cost $185,000, and the floor is expected to cost

         13  $33,000.  My colleagues have spoken or will discuss

         14  the van and the elevator.  Little needs to be said

         15  about the need for a new floor.  You can imagine the

         16  wear and tear on a wood floor after 25 years of

         17  daily use by up to 200 people per day who are

         18  packaging meals for the homebound, serving meals and

         19  often, dancing up a storm.

         20                 The Center's membership cannot raise

         21  the funds for these capital expenses in the time

         22  needed.  Any help that can be offered will be

         23  greatly appreciated.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.
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          2    John Socha, where is John?  John, do you have

          3  budgets for everybody?  Please, come up to the

          4  microphone.

          5                 MR. KEIL:  Good evening.  I'm Tom

          6  Keil, a member of the Ridgewood Older Adult Center.

          7  The Center is sponsored by the Ridgewood

          8  Presbyterian Church and partially funded by the New

          9  York City Department for the Aging.  We are housed

         10  in a three- story building.  We have a need, a

         11  shaft, blueprints and an estimate. Our need is an

         12  elevator at a cost of $190,000.  About two years

         13  ago, the Department for the Aging agreed to our need

         14  and asked us to see what we could do about getting

         15  details.  We did. Unfortunately, the funding became

         16  unavailable.

         17                 Seven or eight years ago I would not

         18  have had to make this plea.  Remember, our seniors

         19  are living longer, but, unfortunately, without an

         20  increase in mobility.

         21                 Every second Wednesday of the month,

         22  we have our Advisory Council meeting.  Last week the

         23  first floor room normally used was occupied by

         24  DFTA's yearly auditors.  Five of the members could

         25  not attend because of the inability to climb the
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          2  stairs.

          3                 We have a large two stall women's

          4  restroom on the second floor with dual sinks and

          5  large vanity counter and mirror. On the first floor

          6  we have a smaller two stall women's bathroom and a

          7  unisex handicapped rest room.

          8                 Today, 60 percent of our ladies

          9  cannot make the stairs, and thus must wait at a time

         10  in life when such waiting is most unpleasant.

         11                 With an elevator, the second and

         12  third floor would be used more often and by many

         13  more members.  We have computer, meditation, yoga,

         14  arts and crafts classes and reading area on these

         15  floors.

         16                 Our canned goods and dry good are

         17  stored in the basement.  We serve 220 Meals on

         18  Wheels plus 150 congregate lunches per day.  The job

         19  of moving these items down and up is time consuming

         20  and laborious for our cook and assistance cook, both

         21  females, and our part- time custodian.  An elevator

         22  will make this task a joy, but certainly more

         23  efficient.

         24                 The men's room is in the basement

         25  thus necessitating the use of the handicapped
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          2  facility by some men.  This is a prime example why

          3  seniors have a $6 million annual budget is needed

          4  for capital expenditures.  Three million for City-

          5  owned property and $3 million for privately- owned

          6  property.

          7                 Remember at 71, I'm a whipper snapper

          8  at ROAC, our average age is 84.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         11  very much. Following John, Nagassar Ramgarib,

         12  Dorothy Wilner, right over there Dorothy.  John, did

         13  you bring more buttons?

         14                 MR. SOCHA:  Yes, I did.  I left them

         15  at the chair.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Okay,

         17  please, begin.

         18                 MR. SOCHA:  Okay, good evening.

         19  Thank you very much for allowing me to speak here.

         20  My name is John Socha, President of the Queens

         21  Borough Library Guild Local 1321.

         22                 Obviously, I'm here to speak about

         23  two questions, one, the budget cuts to the library

         24  at 20 percent, obviously, what impacts on the

         25  organization is going to impact on my membership?
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          2  And number two, is to talk about a serious problem

          3  that we do have, and that is the attrition of the

          4  librarian titles in our organization.  Our attrition

          5  rate has hit 17 percent a year, which means that the

          6  library has to completely reman its organization

          7  every six years.  I think they fairly a brief note,

          8  but one of the things that the City has been looking

          9  for has been productivity. And the Mayor seems to

         10  equate productivity with more hours.

         11                 More hours in the library is really

         12  not the problem, it won't solve the problem for us.

         13  What we have to do is realize that the productivity

         14  is there, it has been there.  Gary Strong talked

         15  earlier about everything going up, up, up.  Well,

         16  essentially, this has been done with the same staff.

         17                 So what I'm asking that the City

         18  Council do is support, one, the library's request

         19  for restoration of budget, and two, our initiative

         20  for improving the salaries.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 MR. RAMGARIB:  Good afternoon,

         23  Council members.  My name is Nagassar Ramgarib.  I'm

         24  the President of the Queens Village Civic

         25  Association.
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          2                 Our sincere thanks to also

          3  responsible, all of those responsible people for

          4  recent repaving of our streets in Queens Village.

          5  Nevertheless, my appeal to you today is for this

          6  improvement momentum to continue.  This is possible

          7  and achievable by ensuring the following:

          8                 1.  Illegal one- family house

          9  conversions are at a crisis level, one of every

         10  three homes in our village is used today as a multi-

         11  family dwelling.  We're asking, and my appeal today

         12  is we're asking for two building inspectors to be

         13  assigned to Community Board #13 on a full- time

         14  basis.  I will show you of what is going on and

         15  especially in our catchment will keep these two

         16  people occupied for a very long time.

         17                 2.  Our business strips, Jamaica

         18  Avenue from Springfield Boulevard to Hollis Court

         19  Boulevard and from Hollis Court to Braddock Avenue

         20  on Hillside Avenue need Sanitation Code

         21  Enforcements.  Vegetable store operations are

         22  occupying the entire sidewalks in some areas, there

         23  is little or no room for pedestrians.  Again,

         24  regular inspection is a must, this is a safety

         25  issue.
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          2                 We have approved a motion in our

          3  Civic for the 105 Precinct to be split, a new

          4  Precinct in the southern tier will greatly relieve

          5  the burden of the largest Precinct in the five

          6  boroughs.  As our representatives, we ask you to

          7  vote for another Precinct, not a Satellite.

          8                 Truancy and crime in general are up,

          9  despite the glorious figures.  Response time is

         10  getting longer and longer. Quality of life issues

         11  are continually placed on the lowest of low

         12  priorities.  Ensure that more police officers are

         13  assigned the to the 105 Precinct.

         14                 Trucks, our streets were recently

         15  paved, and while the streets were broken up, trucks

         16  go slowly, now they are moving at a faster rate and

         17  they're damaging the newly paved streets.

         18  We have a lot struggle from these residential

         19  streets:  212th Street, 212th Place, Hollis Court

         20  Boulevard, 217th Street and Springfield Boulevard,

         21  are not allowed for trucks, yet, trucks are going

         22  there.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you,

         24  Sir.

         25                 MR. RAMGARIB:  Thank you very much.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Dorothy,

          3  and then followed by Arthur Rojas.

          4                 MS. WILNER:  Good evening.  My name

          5  is Dorothy Wilner.  I have been a member of

          6  Community School Board #30 for sixteen years.  The

          7  American Museum of the Moving Image, will be our

          8  meeting in within District 30.  District 30, is

          9  within Speaker Peter Vallone's, Councilwoman Helen

         10  Marshall's, Councilman John Sabini's, and Councilman

         11  Walter McCaffrey's Councilmanic Districts. They are

         12  intimately involved with District 30, and know our

         13  many strengths and our major issues of concern.  I

         14  would like to share these issues with the rest of

         15  you as I ask for your help in increasing the City's

         16  budget for the Board of Education.

         17                 Our concerns focus on three areas:

         18  The need for additional space for our burgeoning

         19  enrollment; the need to provide more pre-

         20  kindergarten classes for four- year- olds whose

         21  educational future is dependent on early

         22  intervention, and the need to provide the resources

         23  that will guarantee that ending social promotion

         24  does not end as previous programs of holding back

         25  failing students did, in failure.
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          2                 The Gates Program of a few years ago,

          3  well meaning as it was, did not provide the

          4  resources of mandated after school classes or

          5  mandated summer school or mandated guidance

          6  services. Without extra help, children did not learn

          7  the second time around, what they had missed the

          8  first time around.  Social promotion has been no

          9  better.  We all know that hundreds of thousands of

         10  New Yorkers have high school diplomas and are

         11  functionally illiterate.

         12                 How then do we solve the problem that

         13  the academic failure, particularly now that we

         14  implement the new higher standards?  Crowded

         15  together in large classes with large numbers of

         16  uncertified new teachers, many coming from homes

         17  where education is not the top priority, many from

         18  immigrant families who do not speak English, and are

         19  unaccustomed to our ways.  Our children will be

         20  expected to meet these higher standards or be left

         21  back.  Our City has a choice, we can continue to

         22  deplete and thus at best end public education, a

         23  possibility that some actually look forward to. Or

         24  we can become the City our ancestors spread to with

         25  high hopes as today's immigrants flee here from
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          2  desperate circumstances around the world.

          3                 We in District 30 with the highest

          4  number of immigrant children arriving daily in our

          5  schools ask for your help. We need more schools to

          6  provide the space for smaller classes, and pre-

          7  kindergartners, and we need more funds to provide

          8  mandatory services.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:   Thank

         10  you.

         11                 MS. WILNER:  Okay, thank you for your

         12  concerns. Arthur, and then, Denise Sutherland, are

         13  you here?  Okay, you're next up over here, yes.

         14                 MR. ROJAS:  Hello, I'm Arthur Rojas,

         15  the Secretary of the Latin American Cultural Center

         16  of Queens, and thank you for staying at this hour to

         17  listen to us here in the audience.  The Latin

         18  American Cultural Center of Queens, serve the

         19  Hispanic communities of Queens County by

         20  maintaining, developing, and promoting Hispanic art

         21  and culture throughout our borough. Hispanic art and

         22  culture should be recognized and supported as part

         23  of Queens' rich ethnic tapestry, given the

         24  significant Hispanic presence in Queens and its

         25  contributions to the vitality of this Borough that
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          2  we Hispanics share with you.  In addition, the

          3  Center contributes to inter- ethnic harmony and

          4  greater understanding through cross- cultural

          5  programming with non- Hispanic cultural

          6  organizations in Queens.  We appreciate the support

          7  from the City government to date, thanks to large

          8  parts to the efforts of members of the Queens

          9  Delegation to the City Council.

         10                 The Center joins numerous community-

         11  based arts and cultural organizations in reminding

         12  you and Mayor Giuliani that the City support remains

         13  crucial for groups like ours to continue our work

         14  and the result in benefits to the quality of life of

         15  New Yorkers.  Even New York City's greatest cultural

         16  institutions were once fledgling projects and the

         17  City's support has played no small part in

         18  encouraging their growth and maintaining their

         19  prominence. While Queensians may leave our borough

         20  to partake of their offerings, groups like ours

         21  offer no less valuable art, culture, and other

         22  support to the neighborhoods where our fellow

         23  Queensians and your constituents live, work, and

         24  play.

         25                 For this and other reasons, we
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          2  continue to press for a line item in the expense

          3  budget and capital assistance towards our goal of

          4  building or acquiring a real Latin American Cultural

          5  Center here in Queens.  Furthermore, we urge you to

          6  secure the full restoration of the budget of the

          7  Department of Cultural Affairs, to ensure that DCA

          8  continues to manage the City's involvement in local

          9  culture, to oppose any rigid measures which require

         10  specific percentages of private funds in order to be

         11  eligible for City funds, and to oppose the Challenge

         12  Grant program and new Competitive Challenge program.

         13

         14                 Thank you in advance for your

         15  assistance.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  How much?

         17                 MR. ROJAS:  Well, since we're going

         18  clink, clink, I would say we shoot for $70,000 given

         19  that the Cultural Center is trying to reach out to

         20  all regions in Queens.  With your help, we will be

         21  active in all 14 districts in Queens.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Arthur,

         24  and on the capital assistance, is there any price?

         25                 MR. ROJAS:  Well, I think we should
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          2  start out with at least a minimum of $100,000.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  They're

          4  looking for a place, Walter, they're in Borough Hall

          5  now.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  No, no,

          7  that I understand, I was just wondering if they have

          8  located any sites.

          9                 MR. ROJAS:  We are working on it, and

         10  we would be happy to meet with you or your staffs to

         11  discuss this further.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  You already

         13  met with me.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 MR. ROJAS:  You're welcome.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Following

         18  Ms. Sutherland, Angela Mirabile, Peggy O'Kane.

         19  Unfortunately, we're a little bit blinded by the

         20  lights up here so I can't tell, so if you're out

         21  there, I can't tell.  Paul Kerzner.  Okay, Mary

         22  McSorley, Mary you will be over at this microphone

         23  right here.

         24                 DR. SUTHERLAND:  I am Dr. Denise

         25  Sutherland, Acting Medical Director of the Community
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          2  Health Care Network.  I'm also a long- time resident

          3  of Queens.  Our agency provides comprehensive health

          4  care services, including pediatrics, adolescent and

          5  adult primary care, women's reproductive health

          6  care, HIV care, mental health, social services, and

          7  voter registration, at nine free standing centers in

          8  Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and the Bronx.   We are

          9  a safety net for low- income families reaching

         10  40,000 New Yorkers, 95 percent of whom are people of

         11  color in 116 New York City zip codes.  We have a $16

         12  million budget and employ 240 New York City

         13  residents.

         14                 Today I'm here on behalf of the

         15  Network's Queens Center, located in 97- 04 Sutphin

         16  Boulevard in Jamaica.  It has served that community

         17  for over 20 years.  Community Health Care Network

         18  also operates two fully equipped mobile medical

         19  units that provides vital care to the medically

         20  underserve and most vulnerable populations.  In

         21  Queens, a mobile unit serves student populations at

         22  LaGuardia Community College and York College.

         23                 We are requesting City- wide funding

         24  of $200,000 to provide 40,000 health care visits

         25  which translates into sixteen to twenty thousand
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          2  discrete services for two to three thousand

          3  uninsured and under insured New Yorkers.  A portion

          4  of this funding will be used to cover the cost of

          5  services to the uninsured at three health care

          6  centers in Manhattan.   This is not new City

          7  funding, but a partial restoration of the $3.5

          8  million we regularly receive from the City until the

          9  early 1990s when the City went into economic

         10  decline.

         11                 Since that time we have successfully

         12  attracted $6.1 million annually from Federal, State,

         13  and private sector grants. However, our burden for

         14  caring for the uninsured has also grown from 20 to

         15  40 percent, and in the Queens Center, in particular,

         16  the uninsured medical visitory has jumped from 28 to

         17  38 percent.

         18                 In addition, we're requesting $15,000

         19  in the Queens Delegation funding to support services

         20  to the uninsured as well as a series of community-

         21  wide, public health education campaigns launched for

         22  the use of one of the Mobile Medical Units.  This

         23  campaign will focus on the importance of early

         24  detection and treatment of common medical problems

         25  affecting the urban communities, such as asthma,
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          2  diabetes, hypertension, breast and prostate cancer,

          3  and not to mention enrollment of Child Health Plus

          4  programs.

          5                 Ladies and gentlemen, I invite you to

          6  review the data in your packets showing the cost-

          7  effective services saving millions of dollars to

          8  taxpayers, helping our agency to provide care as

          9  sound fiscal policy.  We need to work together and

         10  invest in a healthy population and economy for New

         11  York City.

         12                 Thank you for your consideration.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

         14    Ms. Mirabile.

         15                 MS. MIRABILE:  Good evening.  My name

         16  is Angela Mirabile.  I'm the Executive Director of

         17  the Greater Ridgewood Restoration Corporation, the

         18  only non- profit housing consultant in Community

         19  Board #5.  In Fiscal Years '98 and '99, our funding

         20  was $10,600 thanks to the New York City Council.  We

         21  urge that the Department of Housing Preservation and

         22  Development funding for our community consultant

         23  contract in return to the former level of $18,000 to

         24  help us continue and expand our services.

         25                 Under our community consultant
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          2  contract, Greater Ridgewood Restoration assists both

          3  landlords and tenants filling out housing forms and

          4  applying for benefits, filing applications for

          5  Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemptions, and other

          6  housing assistants programs, prepare paperwork for

          7  rent control and stabilization, IT- 214 Tax Credits,

          8  Star Property Tax Relief Applications, and many

          9  other programs.  GRRC does all this at no charge.

         10  Most of our clients cannot afford to pay for the

         11  services GRRC provides.  They need us.

         12                 GRRC also helps file building

         13  complaints and our staff surveys for problem

         14  buildings, illegal occupancies and conversions.  I

         15  visit, with the Community Board Manager and the

         16  Building Department Inspectors and monitor for

         17  compliance, problem buildings, and illegal dwelling

         18  units.  We also counsel owners on the in- rem and

         19  tax lien sale list and on how to correct their

         20  problems.

         21                 GRRC also runs an anti- graffiti

         22  program five days a week from April through November

         23  that has cleaned 1,075 buildings since 1992.

         24  Graffiti is rampant in our area; we had a backlog of

         25  100 properties at the beginning of March.  We have
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          2  cleaned 47 and we still have 100 remaining.  We

          3  thank Councilman Tom Ognibene for his assistance and

          4  support of this program.

          5                 To attract a great number of property

          6  owners, the program costs a nominal $75 per day.

          7  Supplies are contributed by Pergament Home Centers,

          8  but there are other expenses, and we cannot use our

          9  present City and State funding to defray them.  We

         10  request $23,000 specifically to support our anti-

         11  graffiti program.

         12                 Greater Ridgewood Restoration

         13  supplies important services in housing and anti-

         14  graffiti to our community at a cost far lower than

         15  if the City directly performed these services.  We

         16  ask that the Council members to continue our funding

         17  for community consultant contracts at the prior

         18  level of $18,000, and allocate $23,000 for our anti-

         19  graffiti program.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         22  very much. Mary, you're next.  Richard Wessely,

         23  Richard, you're over at this microphone, please.

         24  Pedros Fennel, all right, following Richard Wessely,

         25  Maryellen Borello, okay, you will be at that
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          2  microphone. Maryellen, well, you will be at that

          3  microphone right behind you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL:  Hi, Mary.

          5                 MS. MCSORLEY:  Hi, Helen, how are you

          6  doing?

          7                 Good evening.  My name is Mary

          8  McSorley.  I am a member of the Board of Directors

          9  of the Greater Ridgewood Restoration Corporation,

         10  and a member of Community Board #5.  I come before

         11  you this evening, as I have for the past 10 years,

         12  asking for continued funding of street tree planting

         13  in Queens Community Board #5.

         14                 We have been in the forefront for

         15  lobbying for and planting street trees, not just for

         16  economic reasons, and not just because of the

         17  positive effects street trees have had on

         18  stabilizing neighborhoods, but for environmental

         19  reasons also.

         20                 Street trees give off oxygen and

         21  reduce air pollution.  The massive plantings of

         22  street trees throughout the neighborhood of our

         23  borough and the City will begin to help the City

         24  meet its 1990 Federal Clean Air Act mandate, which

         25  we are not now meeting.
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          2                 A Chicago study three years ago

          3  conclusively demonstrates that closely planting

          4  street trees to produce a canopy effect over a

          5  street can have significant effects.  It reduces air

          6  pollution and cuts energy usage for air

          7  conditioning.  On hot summer days sidewalk

          8  temperature drops by 15 degrees.  That study also

          9  showed that carbon monoxide and dust are

         10  significantly absorbed by the street trees, if they

         11  are planted in sufficient volume.

         12                 Since 1997, the City has made a

         13  significant start in planting street trees in

         14  sufficient numbers to have a positive effect on our

         15  air quality.  We ask that you continue and expand

         16  this initiative and commit $0 million a year in

         17  capital funds for the street tree planting.

         18                 Thank you for you continued support

         19  for a capital program that positively affects every

         20  resident and every neighborhood in our City.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         23  very much, Mary.  Yes, Sir.

         24                 MR. WESSELY:  Good evening.  My name

         25  is Richard Wessely.  I'm a life- long resident of
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          2  Ridgewood and also on the Board of Directors of the

          3  Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association.

          4                 I'm going to talk about Sanitation.

          5  In Ridgewood some sanitation concerns have caused

          6  our community to have sanitation scorecard ratings

          7  consistently 15 to 20 percent below the average of

          8  the rest of the Community Board #5.

          9                 We need additional sanitation police

         10  to stake out illegal dump sites.  The sanitation

         11  police pay for themselves in revenues generated by

         12  the summonses that the people that we catch will be

         13  paying, and then that also reduces the amount of

         14  dump sites later on.  City- wide, there are 75

         15  sanitation police officers, and we would like to see

         16  25 added to that roster so that we can get a handle

         17  on these dump sites, 14 of these dump sites are in

         18  Ridgewood alone.

         19                 We need an additional manned litter

         20  patrol to clean up illegal dumping locations.  We

         21  presently have only one manned litter patrol for all

         22  of CB5, which is a very large area.

         23                 We have a 5- day a week trash pickup

         24  at the schools, we must continue that.  Our schools

         25  get recycling one day a week, we would like to have
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          2  two days a week.

          3                 Our commercial basket locations,

          4  collections is 6 days a week, we would like to keep

          5  that as such.

          6                 Regards to sanitation code

          7  enforcement, we presently have only one enforcement

          8  agent, part- time, for all of CB5.  We do need two

          9  full- time agents to cover the size of CB5, which is

         10  like Madison, Wisconsin, CB5.  We would like to have

         11  two agents.

         12                 With regard to ASP, alternate side

         13  parking, we would like to convert Ridgewood from

         14  three- hour to one and one- half- hour, which would

         15  include making new signage.  Sanitation does not

         16  have the money, and it would cost $50,000 to change

         17  the signage from three- hour to one and one- half-

         18  hour, we would like to have that put forth.

         19                 With regard to health inspectors in

         20  Queens, I was told by, we called Queens Today,

         21  health inspectors, they have 27 City- wide, but not

         22  any one for any borough.  We would like to ask if we

         23  could have more assigned, like five more assigned

         24  just to Queens alone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you
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          2  very much.

          3                 MR. WESSELY:  Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

          5    Following Maryellen, Gerald Pewter is not in the

          6  back, Karl Wilhelm, are you here?  Okay, please,

          7  come over here then?  Karl Mittbauer, Carl, you will

          8  be at that microphone over there.  Okay, Maryellen.

          9                 MS. BORELLO:  Good evening.  I am

         10  Maryellen Borello, and I have lived in New York City

         11  all my life.  I have come today to speak on behalf

         12  of our City's libraries, specifically the Queens

         13  Library system, because as a former grade school

         14  teacher, I feel they are one of our best hopes for

         15  improving our children's literacy abilities,

         16  parental involvement in schools being the others.

         17                 The Queens Borough Public Library has

         18  the largest circulation of all the library systems

         19  in the U.S., and it continues to increase every

         20  year.  In Fiscal Year 1998 it topped 16 million

         21  items borrowed.  The Queens Borough Public Library

         22  also offers many other wonderful resources to the

         23  public, including CLASP, Connecting Libraries and

         24  Schools Programs, whose goal is to increase literacy

         25  among our young people by forging a strong
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          2  partnership between schools and libraries, adult

          3  literacy in English as a second language programs,

          4  summer reading Programs, and many other crafts,

          5  story telling, authors, and cultural programs.

          6                 What amazes me the most, is that, all

          7  the libraries resource are free and equal to all,

          8  anyone can come into a library to get information or

          9  read.  Libraries also help our tremendous immigrant

         10  populations in Queens learn the English language and

         11  move into mainstream America.

         12                 But the Mayor's proposed budget cut

         13  to Queens Libraries, many of these wonderful free

         14  and equal services, as well as hours of operation

         15  will be jeopardized.  Therefore, I ask the City

         16  Council to reinstate the needed full funding

         17  requested by our City's libraries in the FY 2000

         18  budget.

         19                 On a personal note I would like to

         20  speak about the Ridgewood Branch Library.  Ridgewood

         21  ranks 13th among the 63 libraries in Queens.  There

         22  are 15 schools in the Ridgewood area all utilizing

         23  the Ridgewood Library.  Children and young adult

         24  circulation at Ridgewood account for 40 percent of

         25  that branches usage, which I am told by those in the
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          2  know, is a very high ratio among libraries.  All of

          3  this usage has cost severe, overcrowding, long

          4  waiting lines, not enough seats for doing in-

          5  library research, one- to two- hour waiting times to

          6  use the computers, and not enough materials to go

          7  around.  To alleviate this problem, the Ridgewood

          8  Library needs to have the Children's Room, which is

          9  now crammed into one floor with the adult

         10  collection, restored to its own ground floor area,

         11  thus, nearly doubling the library's public space.

         12  We also need more computer stations and materials to

         13  accommodate the increased usage.

         14                 Finally, Ridgewood needs to become

         15  accessible to all.  The libraries main floor is

         16  actually 19 steep steps above the street level, with

         17  the children's room reopened on the street level

         18  floor, an inside elevator would make the adult floor

         19  accessible to handicapped, as well as seniors and

         20  mothers with baby carriages. I, therefore, also

         21  request an allocation of $1 million for the

         22  renovation of the overcrowded, very much used,

         23  Ridgewood Branch Library.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you
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          2  very much. Michael Barrera.

          3                 MR. WILHELM:  My name is Karl

          4  Wilhelm, I'm also a member of the Board of Directors

          5  of the Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic

          6  Association, and I have lived in Ridgewood all of my

          7  life, and I'm going to ask for $1 million before

          8  that bell rings.

          9                 I want to talk about two of our

         10  parks, Grover Cleveland and Junior High School 93.

         11  At Grover Cleveland additional funding of $250,000

         12  is required to reconstruct the children's

         13  playground.  Our Councilman Thomas Ognibene has

         14  already received $425,000 in Fiscal Year '99 Capital

         15  Budget to begin reconstruction.  Total renovation

         16  costs at Grover Cleveland Park will run about $2

         17  million, including the renovation of 1930s Park

         18  House, which is presently closed.

         19                 At Junior High School 93,

         20  construction is underway on phase I in the

         21  playground and basketball courts.  This was also

         22  funded by Councilman Ognibene.  We are seeking

         23  $750,000 for phase II, which includes perimeter

         24  fencing, softball field renovation, and placement of

         25  high intensity, sodium vapor lighting on existing
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          2  light poles for security.

          3                 We hope these funds for both parks

          4  can be provided in the upcoming capital budget.

          5                 Thank you for your consideration.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you.

          7    Follow- up, Ann Jawin, you're next at this

          8  microphone.  Joel Trepel, Joel Trepel, are you here?

          9    Yes, you are at that microphone over there, next.

         10  Yes, please.

         11                 MR. BARRERA:  Good afternoon.  My

         12  name is Michael Barrera, life- long resident of

         13  Ridgewood and a member of the Board of Directors of

         14  the Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association.

         15    I would like to talk about an expense budget

         16  concern, the lack of sufficient inspectors and sign

         17  hanger at the Department of Traffic.

         18                 Presently it takes DOT three to six

         19  months to replace a sign in Queens, 10 days if it's

         20  a stop or one- way sign, but anything else three to

         21  six months.  That is entirely too long.

         22                 DOT should be allotted sufficient

         23  funds from the expense budget to hired enough

         24  inspectors and sign hangers to reduce this backlog

         25  from months to only weeks, four weeks is a
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          2  reasonable time to wait for a sign, not four months.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

          5  very much. Begin, Ann.

          6                 MS. JAWIN:  Good evening.  My name is

          7  Ann Jawin. I'm here, again, to ask for help with the

          8  Queens Women's Center, a non- profit organization

          9  which operates a comprehensive program of

         10  prevention, training and education for women living

         11  in Queens, and in crisis and transitional

         12  situations, in need of job counseling, emotional

         13  support, at risk from domestic violence, teenage

         14  pregnancy, substance abuse, and other problems.  It

         15  provides counseling, job training, legal clinic,

         16  financial clinic, support groups, and a range of

         17  service for women and girls.  Our aim is to become a

         18  one- stop resource center for the women of Queens.

         19                 We have one office, which we have had

         20  for about 10 years, a Room 158 in Queens Borough

         21  Hall an office space donated by Borough President

         22  Claire Schulman.  We now have a mobile facility at

         23  Fort Totten, and this allows us to greatly expand

         24  our services. In addition to our programs of

         25  providing resource information, we can also offer
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          2  programs during the weekend, as well as week days. We

          3  already have a number of important programs

          4  featuring health, problems of women in the military,

          5  multi- cultural issues, and domestic violence among

          6  various ethnic and racial groups.  We're very happy

          7  to have started a learning center at Fort Totten.

          8  The learning center offers a number of programs

          9  ranging from computer training and home repair,

         10  which are skills which can lead to employment, and

         11  also classes in literacy, health and nutrition,

         12  language, yoga and financial information.

         13                 We have a program that will work with

         14  the Women's Studies Program of Queens College, which

         15  offers courses to women who want to return to the

         16  workforce.  And we have begun this new program where

         17  we're working with women from welfare who have to

         18  have skills or practice working in jobs, which

         19  simulate the workforce.  This is something that we

         20  have just begun and it offers to be a very promising

         21  opportunity for both the women and ourselves.

         22                 We have had a unique opportunity

         23  through the efforts of Assemblywoman Ann Margaret

         24  Carrozza of getting a grant for a community

         25  enhancement for a training program, which will allow
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          2  us to train the women and have child care.

          3  Unfortunately, it's only for alterations and

          4  equipment, it does not offer money for operating

          5  expense, the heat, the oil, the insurance and for

          6  staff which we need.  So we really want some help so

          7  that we can implement this training program which

          8  will allow us to train the women for work and take

          9  care of the children at the same time.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Ann, thank

         11  you very much.

         12                 MS. JAWIN:  Thank you so much.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Joan

         14  Lauffer, we know is not here, but she submitted.

         15  Sophia Foglier.  Yes, that, Sophia is our last

         16  witness, come up, unless someone else is on, come on

         17  up, please.  Okay, you will be right over here, yes.

         18                 MR. MASTAFFER:  Good evening, Council

         19  members.  My name is Abner Mastaffer, I'm here with

         20  Joe Trepel and other members of our community to

         21  respectfully request allocation of budget for

         22  capital budget contract number HW- 818, which is a

         23  reconstruction of 233rd Street, Douglaston, Queens.

         24                 Contract for HW- 818 for the

         25  reconstruction of streets in our community was
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          2  scheduled to commence the Fiscal Year 1988.  This

          3  project has been delayed for a number of years

          4  despite the serious condition of the streets.  For

          5  the past few years, our organization has requested

          6  that the reconstruction be made number one priority

          7  because of the rapidly deterioration condition of

          8  the streets.

          9                 The homes of the development

         10  bordering a marsh on Little Neck Bay on 233rd Street

         11  were ready for occupancy in November of 1966,

         12  because of the developer did not allow for the

         13  landfill to settle for the recommended number of

         14  years before building the roads, there has been an

         15  unusual amount of settling in the road bed.  The

         16  sewer lines in our development were placed on piles.

         17    As the soil settled the resulting loss of soil has

         18  caused the road to sink along the sides creating an

         19  excessive crown over the sewer line with an

         20  irregular and steep pitch slanting down towards the

         21  sunken sidewalks and curb lines.  The elevation

         22  difference between the crown at the center of the

         23  street and the sidewalk curb line measures as much

         24  as 30 inches at some locations.

         25                 Also a major impact to our
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          2  deteriorating roadway condition was a recent

          3  wetlands project performed by the Port of Authority,

          4  whereby they carted away approximately 40,000, a

          5  high volume of traffic and the weak condition of the

          6  road surface caused by the settling has created deep

          7  cracks in various locations on our streets.  We

          8  believe these hazardous and unsafe conditions

          9  warrant immediate implementation of this long

         10  awaited project.

         11                 We would be pleased to meet with any

         12  of the officials for further information.

         13                 Thank you for your cooperation.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         15  very much.  Our last speaker, Sophia.

         16                 MS. FOGLIER:  Good evening.  My name

         17  is Sophia Foglier, and I'm the Director of

         18  Development for the Queens Symphony Orchestra, and I

         19  am here to request your continued support of the

         20  orchestra.

         21                 The Queens Symphony Orchestra, now in

         22  its 46th season, is a boroughwide organization that

         23  serves Queens residents of every age, every ethnic

         24  background, every income level, and from every

         25  corner of the borough with a variety of programs.
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          2  For example, our free concert series take place in

          3  Forest Park, Astoria Park, Flushing Meadows, Corona

          4  Park, and Rockaway Beach.  These concerts delight

          5  thousands of seniors and families throughout the

          6  summer.

          7                 Our decentralization initiative where

          8  we perform in a variety of locations, such as Allen

          9  A.M.E Cathedral, Forest Hills Jewish Center, the

         10  U.S. Tennis Center, and LaGuardia Community College,

         11  has allowed us to bring affordable, high quality

         12  concerts targeting the Borough's different ethnic

         13  communities or to provide events especially for such

         14  groups as families.

         15                 Our Youth Gospel Choir gives young

         16  African- Americans from southeastern Queens an

         17  opportunity to learn responsibility, gain self-

         18  esteem, and to perform Gospel and Classical music

         19  with the Queens Symphony.  The Choir has performed

         20  for residents of Queens throughout the borough.

         21                 Nearly 10,000 elementary school

         22  children from Cambria Heights, Flushing, Hollis,

         23  Jamaica, South Ozone Park, Springfield Gardens,

         24  Sunnyside, and Whitestone, participate in a

         25  comprehensive, in- school music program sponsored by
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          2  the Queens Symphony.

          3                 We are asking for your continued

          4  support because the demand for our programs is

          5  growing.  We get calls from schools every week

          6  asking us if they can participate in some of our

          7  programs.  The members of our Gospel Choir need

          8  additional assistance in such areas as tutoring and

          9  counseling, and seniors throughout Queens ask us to

         10  perform at their community centers, housing

         11  facilities, churches and synagogues on a regular

         12  basis.

         13                 We need your help to continue serving

         14  your constituents.  We are requesting $350,000 to

         15  continue our important programs in our communities.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Thank you

         18  very much.  We have now exhausted our speaking

         19  schedule.  We wish to thank the Museum of the Moving

         20  Image for its wonderful hospitality, and we wish to

         21  thank its Director, Rochelle Slovin, and the staff

         22  of the Museum who have been very, very helpful this

         23  year in hosting this.

         24                 Additionally, we want to be able to

         25  thank Joe Nobel, who was our friend and the
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          2  principal stair cover to our Deputy Majority Leader

          3  Archie Spigner for putting together this hearing. We

          4  want to thank our folks from Finance, Steve Vager

          5  and Paul Simone, and we want to thank our Sergeant-

          6  At- Arms, Israel Martinez and Richie Hogan for being

          7  here this evening.  We also want to thank our

          8  friends at Crosswalks, who come out to this here, I

          9  want to thank Art Chapinsin and all the folks from

         10  Crosswalks for coming.

         11                 The Queens Delegation has chosen over

         12  the years to come to the neighborhoods to end up

         13  having the first opportunity afforded to the people

         14  who each and every day make this a wonderful Borough

         15  and a better City.  And so we thank you all for

         16  coming out and to participate.

         17                 Let me rest any doubts there, that

         18  even though this will be a difficult budget year,

         19  that this Delegation has been successful in the past

         20  in providing the type of resources we need for our

         21  neighborhoods, we will do that once again, with our

         22  Speaker and with each of the members of the

         23  Delegation.

         24                 We thank you very much for coming,

         25  thank you very much.  The hearing is now closed.
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          2                 (Hearing concluded at 8:35 p.m.)

          3                 (The following testimony was read

          4  into the record.)

          5

          6  Testimony of:

          7  Paul Kerzner

          8  President

          9  Greater Ridgewood Restoration Corporation

         10

         11                 Good afternoon.  My name is Paul

         12  Kerzner, President of the Greater Ridgewood

         13  Restoration Corporation and a member of Queens

         14  Community Board #5.  This is my 28th year of

         15  lobbying for street trees for our City

         16  neighborhoods.

         17                 It is good to see that both the

         18  Giuliani Administration and the Shulman

         19  Administration have placed such a high priority on

         20  street tree plantings during this last fiscal year.

         21  It is also becoming more apparent that those in

         22  leadership positions throughout the City realized

         23  that street trees are part of the capital

         24  infrastructure of the City of New York.  They are

         25  valuable natural assets that provide both economic
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          2  and environmental benefits to all the residents, and

          3  to all the neighborhoods of our City.

          4                 Economically, the massive planting of

          5  street trees has proven to be an inexpensive tool,

          6  at roughly $400 a tree in helping to stabilize and

          7  improve City neighborhoods.  When individual

          8  homeowners and small property owners see that the

          9  City is willing to make a nominal investment in

         10  their neighborhood, they start making extensive

         11  physical improvements on their own properties, new

         12  windows, new doors, wrought iron fencing, new cement

         13  work, new siding, and pointing of bricks.

         14                 People automatically take the

         15  initiative and begin to improve their properties

         16  when the City takes the lead and starts planting

         17  trees.  We have seen it in Ridgewood, in West

         18  Maspeth, and in Glendale in Queens; in Carroll

         19  Gardens, Sunset Park, and Borough Park in Brooklyn,

         20  and Harlem in Manhattan.

         21                 Trees help reduce air temperatures by

         22  10 degrees Fahrenheit on hot City streets, thereby

         23  reducing air conditioning costs to both residential

         24  and commercial entities.

         25                 Trees also improve our City's air
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          2  quality by giving off oxygen and taking in carbon

          3  dioxide.  Trees could, if planted in sufficient

          4  quantity, have enough positive effect on air quality

          5  to help asthma patients breathe better.

          6                 But in order for street trees to

          7  produce these very positive effects, economically

          8  and environmentally, the City has to plant enough of

          9  them.  Presently the City is planting a net of 8,000

         10  street trees a year, at a cost of some $10 million.

         11  Only 16 percent of the Councilmanic Districts in the

         12  City have a street tree canopy.  At the present rate

         13  of planting it will take the City 200 years to

         14  achieve canopy in all Councilmanic Districts.  I'm

         15  48; I don't have 152 years to go.

         16                 We could achieve canopy in 20 years

         17  by committing 30 million a year in capital funds for

         18  street tree planting.  We hope you concur.

         19

         20  Testimony of:

         21  Peggy O'Kane

         22  Community Liaison Specialist

         23  Greater Ridgewood Restoration Corporation

         24

         25                 Good afternoon.  My name is Peggy
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          2  O'Kane, Community Liaison Specialist with the

          3  Greater Ridgewood Restoration Corporation, the only

          4  non- profit housing consultants in Community Board

          5  #5.

          6                 You have heard my colleague ask that

          7  funding under our community consultant contract be

          8  continued for FY 2000 and returned to the $18,000

          9  level.  Our funding has decreased markedly from

         10  former years, and we need an increase just to offer

         11  our usual level of services, let alone the increased

         12  duties we have undertaken.

         13                 GRRC also urges that funding to HPD

         14  be expanded so that more Queens neighborhoods can be

         15  included in the neighborhood preservation consultant

         16  program.  As the population of Queens diversifies,

         17  housing consultant and anti- abandonment services

         18  are becoming ever more necessary to that we have

         19  sound and well maintained housing in viable

         20  neighborhoods.

         21                 Continued funding also should go to

         22  the HPD Neighborhood Redevelopment Program under

         23  which community groups like GRRC would take title to

         24  occupied City- owned properties and manage them.

         25  This would allow the community to have a voice in

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            224

          1  QUEENS DELEGATION

          2  what is done with the buildings and that the

          3  properties are kept to standards prevailing in the

          4  area.  We have applied to HPD in request for

          5  qualifications applications.

          6                 Expanded funding is also needed for

          7  the HPD Neighborhood Homes Program under which one

          8  to four family homes would be rehabilitated by

          9  community groups and sold to community residents.

         10  Under this program, owner occupied buildings would

         11  be created which are much more likely to be well

         12  maintained.  Thus helping ensure neighborhood

         13  stability.

         14                 In the area of illegal occupancies

         15  and illegal conversions, the Buildings Department

         16  hired 10 new inspectors and assigned them to Queens

         17  to target illegal conversions.  GRRC believes that

         18  expense funds should be allocated to both Buildings

         19  and HPD to hire enough inspectors so that each

         20  Community Board will have at least one full- time

         21  inspector to handle building violations so that a

         22  system of automatic re- inspection could be

         23  implemented until compliance is achieved.

         24                 A community consultant like Greater

         25  Ridgewood is the most cost effective way for the
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          2  City to supply housing services to local communities

          3  and special populations.  We ask that you continue

          4  to allocate funds for this important function and

          5  restore them to the level appropriated in former

          6  years.

          7

          8  Testimony of:

          9  Doris Moss

         10  Director

         11  The Rockaway Museum

         12

         13                 The Rockaway Museum embarks on its

         14  fourth year of bringing culture and excitement to

         15  the Rockaways.

         16                 The attached reprint from "The Wave"

         17  our local newspaper indicates the activity of the

         18  Museum in bringing the History of Rockaway to life

         19  for the benefit to our population and visitors.

         20                 To accommodate this need we are

         21  requesting a grant in the amount of $15,000 for

         22  1999, which would enable us to continue our

         23  endeavors and expand our local exposure.

         24                 We thank you for you consideration.

         25
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          2  Testimony of:

          3  Theresa Osborne

          4  Executive Director

          5  Queens Council on the Arts

          6

          7                 Queens is a county comprised of

          8  Nations in Neighborhoods where cultural activities

          9  and presentations become a way of communicating

         10  people's values, beliefs and goals.  Because of our

         11  multi- cultural neighborhoods, Queens stands out

         12  from the other boroughs in shopping, dining,

         13  cultural and historic offerings, something tourists

         14  are becoming more and more interested in.

         15                 The Travel Industry Association's

         16  profile of travelers who participate in historic and

         17  cultural activities found that more than 65 million

         18  Americans said they visited a historic site or

         19  museum, or attended a music, arts, or other cultural

         20  event at least once while traveling in 1997, ranking

         21  third in free- time activities.  This group spent,

         22  on average, $615 per trip, compared with $425 for

         23  all U.S. Travelers.  In 1995, the dollar impact in

         24  New York City from Cultural Tourism was $2.5

         25  billion.
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          2                 Queens stands poised to benefit from

          3  this cultural traveler because of the proximity of

          4  our business and cultural amenities as well as our

          5  good transportation links.  In order to build on

          6  this potential economic benefit, arts funding must

          7  be increased rather than decreased in the Department

          8  of Cultural Affairs FY 2000 budget.  Public dollars

          9  help to leverage private dollars.

         10                 The Queens Council on the Arts is

         11  doing its part by giving visibility to our

         12  neighborhoods and cultural organizations through

         13  programs and publications like the International

         14  Express, A Guide to Ethic Communities Along the

         15  Number 7 Train, which has been featured in over 14

         16  publications, four television broadcasts, numerous

         17  video presentations throughout New York City as well

         18  as serving as a teaching tool in the public schools.

         19                 Our Arts Guide, a monthly calendar of

         20  events is a center section insert to the Times

         21  Ledger Q- Guide and has a yearly distribution of

         22  1,680,000 copies.  The listings are offered free to

         23  the cultural organizations and free distribution is

         24  made available through the Queens Borough Public

         25  Library, cultural organizations and Citibank
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          2  branches.  The information is made available to

          3  eleven media outlets including Fox 5, New York 1,

          4  Daily News and Backstage to name a few.  The

          5  listings can be found on our website:

          6  Www.queenscouncilarts.org and on our 24- hour

          7  telephone hotline, 718- 291- ARTS.  QCA also

          8  produces the Queens section of the City Guide

          9  magazine with a weekly distribution of 60,000 copies

         10  placed in Manhattan hotel rooms.

         11                 Our Queens, New York City, A World of

         12  Choices Tour Planning Guide is the first ever tour

         13  planning guide to Queens with information on

         14  accommodations, attractions, restaurants,

         15  neighborhood shopping, business and transportation.

         16  A 700 piece mailing to the American Bus Association

         17  members who target New York City as a destination

         18  resulted in over 400 return requests for the book.

         19                 Our Queens Community Arts Fund

         20  granted over $167,000 to 82 Queens based individual

         21  artists and organizations last year so that arts can

         22  flourish throughout our neighborhoods.

         23                 So what do people say about our

         24  programs?

         25                 Edward H. Able, Jr., President and
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          2  CEO, American Association of Museums,

          3  Congratulations!  I have just had the opportunity to

          4  review your marvelous tour planning guide to Queens,

          5  New York City  It is not only the first group tour

          6  planning guide to Queens, it may be the first ever

          7  destination tour planning guide initiated by a

          8  consortium convened by the cultural community.

          9                 Karen Fitzgerald, Queens Artist,

         10  Thank you for all your work in administering the

         11  various projects and programs that support

         12  individual artists.  Thank you for the funds that

         13  will allow me to complete my project.  It is a

         14  relief to have these funds, to know that my

         15  community is willing to encourage me in this manner

         16  to continue my work.

         17                 Robert Currant, President, Rockaway

         18  Park Business Development Association, we have found

         19  Beach to Bay:  Take the A Train to Cultural and

         20  Recreational Adventures in the Rockaways, New York

         21  City, to be well written and put together with class

         22  and style.  We thank you for your investment in our

         23  community.

         24                 The arts and cultural organizations

         25  and programs are an investment in our communities
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          2  which benefit all of us.  Please oppose any rigid

          3  measures which require specific percentages of

          4  private funds in order to be eligible for City

          5  funding.  Please oppose the Challenge Grant program.

          6    Please support full restoration of the Department

          7  of Cultural Affairs budget and the continuation of

          8  DCA as the City agency responsible for management of

          9  the cultural programs and institutions thereby

         10  ensuring their continued growth in our neighborhoods

         11  and our Borough.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 8:35 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, PAT WTULICH, a Notary Public in

         10  and for the State of New York, do hereby certify

         11  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         12  of the within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 17th day of May 1999.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          PAT WTULICH
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          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, PAT WTULICH, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.
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