New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Louis

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the maximum income level qualifying for exemption from rent increases granted to certain senior citizens and persons with disabilities 

Submitted by:
Council Member Louis

Justification:
This legislation seeks to strengthen the City’s ability to keep the most vulnerable senior citizens housed in New York City and inform eligible residents about enrollment of Senior Citizens and Disability Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE/DRIE) programs. These programs provide vital benefits for senior citizens by freezing their rent and preventing rent increases that can potentially displace them. 

New York City is one of the most expensive cities in the country and programs such as SCRIE and DRIE are imperative to protect and care for the most vulnerable residents. Increasing the maximum income level for rent exemptions relieves financial burdens from the most vulnerable households and will be able to afford additional basic necessities. Given increasing real estate market prices, this program ensures that long term residents of a community continue to have housing stability and remain in their neighborhoods. An increase in income qualification for SCRIE and DRIE will be beneficial because the cost-of-living often increases, while income remains stagnant.

This legislation improves the quality of life for older and disabled New Yorkers by ensuring they are not priced out of their long-term homes. Additionally, the city government’s accountability and transparency will be measured by the outcome of eligible households identified, informed and enrolled in the program under the new higher income qualification limits.
