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INT. NO. 836:




By:
Council Members Oddo, Sabini, Clarke, Stabile, Reed, Golden, Harrison, Abel, Espada, Freed, Henry, Linares, Warden and Fiala (by request of the Staten Island Borough President and the Queens Borough President); also Council Members Marshall, McCaffrey, Nelson, O’Donovan, Wooten, Pinkett and Quinn.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:


Amends title 21 by amending chapter 4 by adding a new section 21-309.1, and amends title 27 by amending subdivision a of section 27-2094, and amends article 1 of subchapter 4 of chapter 2 by adding new sections 27-2094.1 and 27-2094.2

TITLE:





In relation to the inspection of dwellings to accommodate individuals and families and recipients of section 8 vouchers.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:


Today, the Committee is holding its first hearing on Int. No. 836.  The bill proposes measures to ensure the adequate review of dwelling units prior to the placement of tenants pursuant to certain programs providing transitional or permanent housing.  The sponsors of this bill want to protect needy and disadvantaged New Yorkers from being placed in substandard housing, especially those buildings where there is a strong potential for fire and those buildings in danger of collapsing.  The bill’s sponsors also want to prevent the owners of such substandard housing from profiting from government sponsored housing programs.  With less substandard housing in use, it is hoped that our City’s firefighters would respond to fewer fires involving dilapidated housing and that this in turn would diminish the risk of injury from such occurrences.


In brief, the bill would eliminate the placement of individuals or families for the purpose of providing transitional or permanent housing pursuant to either the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Homeless Services or the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Housing, Preservation and Development, the use of public or private housing that lacks a valid certificate of occupancy, the use of such housing that is not in compliance with the Building Code, the Electrical Code, the Fire Prevention Code and the Housing and Maintenance Code, and the use of such housing where there are outstanding violations of such Codes and where there is any other outstanding violation pending before the Environmental Control Board.

The bill would also eliminate the placement of individuals or families for the purpose of providing transitional or permanent housing pursuant to the section 8 program under the jurisdiction of the New York City Housing Authority, the use of privately owned housing that lacks a valid certificate of occupancy, the use of such housing that is not in compliance with the Building Code, the Electrical Code, the Fire Prevention Code and the Housing and Maintenance Code, and the use of such housing where there are outstanding violations of such Codes and where there is any other outstanding violation pending before the Environmental Control Board.

Int. No. 836:

Bill section one creates a new section 21-309.1 under the jurisdiction of the Department of Homeless Services, to establish a prohibition on housing referrals to non-compliant dwelling units.

Bill section two expands the jurisdiction of the Department of Housing Preservation and Development to inspect for violations of the Housing and Maintenance Code in one- and two-family homes in accordance with the provisions of new section 27-2094.2 that would be created under this bill.


Bill section three creates a new section 27-2094.1 to establish a prohibition on housing referrals to non-compliant dwelling units.  Subdivision a of section 27-2094.1 applies to the jurisdiction of the Department of Housing Preservation and Development with regards to placements in public and private dwellings.  Subdivision b of section 27-2094.1 applies to the jurisdiction of the New York City Housing Authority with regards to housing placements pursuant to the section 8 voucher program.


Bill section four creates a new section 27-2094.2 to affirm that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development has the authority to inspect any dwelling unit for violations of the Housing and Maintenance Code prior to the placement of any individual or family pursuant to any housing program administered by the City, its agencies and the New York City Housing Authority, including the section 8 voucher program.


The Committee welcomes testimony on this bill and the measures so imposed by this bill.  A vote is not expected today.
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