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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to

          3  today's Finance Committee hearing. My name is David

          4  Weprin, and I chair the Committee. I want to thank

          5  those brave souls who went through the floods and

          6  the puddles and all the other traffic conditions to

          7  get here this morning, and I know it was not an easy

          8  task, because I participated in that ordeal this

          9  morning.

         10                 This morning we have two items on our

         11  agenda, a local law to establish a business

         12  improvement district in Brooklyn, and a resolution

         13  endorsing Speaker Quinn's decision to file an amicus

         14  brief supporting the plaintiffs in litigation to

         15  prohibit discrimination by landlords against tenants

         16  using or participating in government-funded housing

         17  assistance programs.

         18                 First we will begin with the BID

         19  legislation.

         20                 Intro. 555 establishes the Court

         21  Livingston Schermerhorn BID, located in Council

         22  Member David Yassky's district.

         23                 Resolution 786, adopted by this

         24  Committee on March 28th, set today as the first

         25  hearing date so they may hear all those that may be
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          2  affected by the establishment of the BID.

          3                 After we hear from all the witnesses,

          4  we will adjourn the hearing for at least 30 days,

          5  which is the statutorily mandated time during which

          6  property owners objecting to the establishment of a

          7  BID may file objections.

          8                 In the absence of significant

          9  objections, if the Committee and the Council can

         10  answer the following four questions affirmatively,

         11  it may adopt the local law establishing the BID. The

         12  four questions we must be prepared to answer are:

         13                 Were all notices for all hearings

         14  required to be held published and mailed as required

         15  by law and otherwise sufficient?

         16                 2) Does all the real property within

         17  the district's boundaries benefit from the

         18  establishment of the district, except as otherwise

         19  provided by the law?

         20                 3) Is all real property benefitted by

         21  the districts included within the districts?

         22                 And, four, is the establishment of

         23  the district in the best interests of the public?

         24                 If the Committee finds in the

         25  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  of objections required to prevent the creation of

          3  the BID are not filed, then the legislation can be

          4  adopted.

          5                 It is my understanding that Council

          6  Member Yassky supports the BID. I know he's in the

          7  building. I saw him earlier.

          8                 The last item on our agenda is a

          9  preconsidered resolution endorsing the Speaker's

         10  decision to join with the administration in filing

         11  on behalf of the Council an amicus brief in support

         12  of the plaintiffs in the litigation between

         13  individual tenants and landlords in Rosario versus

         14  Diagonal Realty? That's a big word.

         15                 In 1993, the Council adopted local

         16  law 44 of 1993, which prohibits landlords who

         17  received J-51 from discriminating against tenants

         18  using or participating in government-funded housing

         19  assistance programs, including Section 8.

         20                 The Amicus Brief would support Local

         21  Law 44, and we applaud the Speaker's efforts in her

         22  support of the prohibition of discriminatory

         23  practices.

         24                 We will now hear from George Glatter

         25  from the Department of Small Business Services, and
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          2  let me just introduce my colleagues that made it

          3  here this morning. We have a Majority Leader,

          4  Council Member Joel Rivera, from the Bronx, Council

          5  Member Peter Vallone, Jr., from Queens, Council

          6  Member Helen Sears from Queens, Ann Brown, Counsel

          7  to the Committee, Billy Martin, Chief Clerk.

          8                 We have Eric Stevenson, a relatively

          9  new member of the staff. We have Council Member

         10  Robert Jackson from Manhattan, and Council Member

         11  Mike McMahon from Staten Island.

         12                 Mr. Glatter.

         13                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Good

         14  morning, Chairman Weprin and members of the Finance

         15  Committee. I'm George Glatter, Assistant

         16  Commissioner at the Department of Small Business

         17  Services.

         18                 SBS supports the establishment of the

         19  Court Livingston Schermerhorn Business Improvement

         20  District in the Borough of Brooklyn.

         21                 Geographically, the proposed Court

         22  Livingston Schermerhorn BID encompasses properties

         23  in an area generally bounded by Court Street on the

         24  west, Flatbush Avenue on the East, Atlantic Avenue

         25  from Court Street to Smith Street and Schermerhorn
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          2  from Smith Street to Flatbush Avenue on the South

          3  and Joralemon Street from Court Street to Adam

          4  Street, Livingston Street, from Boerum Street to

          5  Flatbush Avenue on the North.

          6                 Services to be provided by the Court

          7  Livingston Schermerhorn BID district, include street

          8  and sidewalk sweeping, maintenance, graffiti

          9  removal, security services, marketing and promotion,

         10  beautification, landscaping, economic development

         11  initiatives, administration, and other services as

         12  may be required for the promotion and enhancement of

         13  the district.

         14                 The Court Livingston Schermerhorn

         15  District Management Association will manage the

         16  district. The budget for the first year of

         17  operations is $765,000.

         18                 As required by law, the Court

         19  Livingston Schermerhorn BID Steering Committee

         20  mailed a summary of the City Council resolution to

         21  each owner of real property within the proposed

         22  district, at the address shown on the latest City

         23  Assessment Roll, or to such other persons as are

         24  registered with the City to receive tax bills

         25  concerning real property within the district, and to
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          2  tenants in each of the buildings within the proposed

          3  district.

          4                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

          5  publication of a copy of the summary of the

          6  resolution at least once in the City Record. Thank

          7  you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Glatter.

         10                 Any questions for Mr. Glatter? Seeing

         11  none, we have three panels that have signed up to

         12  testify. I'm going to ask you to come up as a panel,

         13  and even though you might not have the exact same

         14  position, we're grouping this for efficiency

         15  purposes, so forgive me, I think you're all either

         16  in favor or against, so those are usually the two

         17  choices. But I think I'm going to try to group them

         18  by panels in favor and panels against, if there are,

         19  but if you could come up when I call your name and

         20  then we'll take you as a panel, but you'll all get

         21  to speak individually.

         22                 Holly Kaye, Michael Burke, Sophia

         23  Jones, and Linda either Hiller or Ailler. Brenda?

         24  Penda? Kenda Aiken. Oh, boy, look at that. Penda

         25  Aiken. It's a pleasure to have you, Ma'am.
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          2                 Okay, why don't you go in the order I

          3  called you.

          4                 The light has to be off to be on.

          5  It's a City Council thing.

          6                 MS. KAYE: I'm a consultant on the

          7  project. Let me suggest you allow Michael Burke, who

          8  is the Executive Director, of the sponsoring

          9  organization speak first, and then I will, if that's

         10  all right with you?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: That's fine.

         12                 MR. BURKE: Okay, thank you. Good

         13  morning, Chairman Weprin and Committee members. My

         14  name is Michael Burke, I'm Director of Planning and

         15  Policy for the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership. The

         16  Partnership, along with the Court Livingston

         17  Schermerhorn BID Steering Committee is the

         18  sponsoring organization for this Business

         19  Improvement District proposal. In 2004, in response

         20  to discussions with local property owners and

         21  businesses, we convened planning meetings seeking

         22  ways of improving the Court and Livingston Street

         23  areas. Two Steering Committees were formed, one for

         24  Livingston Street, and one for Court Street. The two

         25  Committees agreed to merge in 2005 for the common
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          2  goal of forming a new Business Improvement District.

          3                 Active outreach began in early 2005

          4  and has continued to the present. This is included

          5  in multiple dedicated mailings of district need

          6  surveys, resource guides and meeting notices to all

          7  property owners and tenants in the district.

          8                 This fall we handed out flyers

          9  door-to-door to area merchants regarding the BID

         10  plan, and mailed invitations to all property owners

         11  and merchants for the two formal public meetings.

         12                 Most recently we sent out certified

         13  letters to all property owners and a regular first

         14  class mailing to the area's 1,300 tenants regarding

         15  the BID plan and this hearing. The result of this

         16  outreach is a BID Steering Committee representing

         17  every sector of the district, including large and

         18  small property owners, merchants and tenants,

         19  residents, community organizations and public

         20  officials.

         21                 The outreach has also resulted in

         22  broad support from all of the districts communities.

         23  To date we have received support letters from 62

         24  percent of the assessed value of the area.

         25                 Based on the surveys and planning
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          2  meetings, the Steering Committee identified a series

          3  of meetings in the area, and incorporated them into

          4  the BID plan. The BID will provide sanitation and

          5  street cleaner services, landscaping and marketing,

          6  as well as assistance with quality of life issues,

          7  such as illegal sidewalk vending.

          8                 The BID's budget of 765,000 was

          9  structured to be sufficient to make a real impact on

         10  the area, but not so large as to burden any single

         11  property owner. In addition, the Committee placed a

         12  maximum assessment of 35,000 and a minimum of 2,400

         13  on any single property owner.

         14                 Although non-profits, government and

         15  residential property will not be assessed, the

         16  Committee has actively engaged their participation.

         17  A large co-op building on Livingston Street actively

         18  participates on the Steering Committee and has

         19  donated funds for the planning efforts. The larger

         20  non-profits are also involved and have committed

         21  future assistance to the BID.

         22                 Outreach to these stakeholders is

         23  continuing with the expectation that additional

         24  contributions and in-kind support will further

         25  augment the BID's budget. The Steering Committee's
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          2  outreach and planning efforts have sought to build a

          3  strong consensus among the area's property owner's

          4  and tenants. The result is a BID plan that is fair

          5  and that adds real value to the district.

          6                 We urge the City Council's Finance

          7  Committee to support this plan. Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          9                 MS. KAYE: Michael covered virtually

         10  everything that needs to be said. I am a Planning

         11  and Development Consultant and have formed BIDs

         12  throughout the City for the last almost 20 years,

         13  and I want to commend this effort to you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Can you state

         15  your name and title for the record.

         16                 MS. KAYE: I'm so sorry. Holly Kaye,

         17  Planning and Development Consultant, and I have been

         18  working with the Downtown Brooklyn Council and

         19  subsequently the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership in

         20  its efforts to create this BID.

         21                 This is exactly the kind of BID you

         22  want to approve. You have had the investment of

         23  property owners and tenants, small, large, chain

         24  stores, mom and pops, development sites, the

         25  non-profits, the residential community, everybody
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          2  who has been in on this from the beginning has been

          3  actively working, actively cohering as a group so

          4  that when this BID starts, it will be up and running

          5  on day one. There is cohesion, there is a taking

          6  seriously of what this is all about, and there's

          7  real excitement about what this BID can do. And the

          8  clean and safe are only the starting points in terms

          9  of this BID, beautification, economic development,

         10  historic preservation, they've got very big picture

         11  plans. And I strongly support its formation.

         12                 MS. JONES: Good morning, Chairman

         13  Weprin, and City Council members. My name is Sophia

         14  Jones, and I am Assistant to the Brooklyn Borough

         15  President, Marty Markowitz. Marty apologizes for not

         16  being here today to testify.

         17                 It is with great pleasure that I come

         18  before you today to urge the City Council to approve

         19  the establishment of Downtown Brooklyn's newest BID.

         20  Downtown Brooklyn is the home of one of the City's

         21  oldest business districts, the Fulton Mall

         22  Improvement Association. There are BIDs at Metrotech

         23  and at Montague Street and the DUMBO BID, one of the

         24  City's newest. Thus the Court Livingston and

         25  Schermerhorn BID will join these organizations in
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          2  creating lively and thriving commercial districts in

          3  Downtown Brooklyn.

          4                 I am also proud to say that the

          5  proposed BID will include one of Brooklyn's oldest

          6  buildings, our own historic Borough Hall. My staff

          7  and I have attended many meetings to discuss the

          8  formation of the BID. It has not been an easy

          9  process. However, there has generally been positive

         10  testimony from property owners at the two public

         11  meetings held at SBS.

         12                 The proposed district has always been

         13  a hub of business and retail activity. However, with

         14  the advent of the Downtown Brooklyn zoning adopted

         15  by the City Council three years ago, the area is

         16  going through a boom. Hundreds of new apartments are

         17  being constructed and it seems that there is a

         18  retail store opening every month. Our new

         19  residential population, our increasing visitors,

         20  Brooklyn is, after all, the place to be if you're a

         21  tourist. And our booming retail markets will want

         22  and require the highest level of service.

         23                 Our Downtown streets should be

         24  cleaner and with the BID they will. Our Downtown

         25  streets should be safer, and with the BID, they
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          2  will. Everyone should know that the best place to do

          3  business is Borough Hall's back yard, Downtown

          4  Brooklyn. The BID will be able to create marketing

          5  plans to recruit new businesses into the BID and

          6  attract even more patrons. And for those businesses

          7  that are already in the district, the BID will help

          8  them identify public and private resources that can

          9  help them to expand or renovate.

         10                 With all of the legal-centric

         11  businesses in Downtown Brooklyn, the BID can help

         12  make a dream of mine come true - creating an

         13  officially designated legal epicenter for New York

         14  City.

         15                 There are more lawyers per square

         16  inch on Court Street than anywhere else in New York

         17  City. They do their professional work here, their

         18  networking here, and their socializing here. We have

         19  federal, State and City courts and Brooklyn Law

         20  School. All we need to do is to work together to get

         21  it officially recognized.

         22                 In closing, the creation of the Court

         23  Livingston Schermerhorn BID will have a tremendously

         24  positive effect and I urge its adoption.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          3                 MS. AIKEN: Good morning, Chairman

          4  Weprin and to all the other City Council members. My

          5  name is Penda Aiken. I'm the owner of Penda Aiken,

          6  Incorporated, and I'm also a property owner on

          7  Livingston Street. I came to the Downtown Brooklyn

          8  area three years ago when I purchased the building,

          9  moving my office from Midtown Manhattan to Downtown

         10  Brooklyn. And I really look forward to the

         11  opportunity to participate in the growing economy of

         12  Downtown Brooklyn, and in turn I joined the Brooklyn

         13  Chamber, but at the same time I realized that a lot

         14  of the services that I got in Midtown as, at that

         15  time as a business owner, was sorely lacking on

         16  Livingston Street. My property is on the back side

         17  of Fulton Street where the commerce can be somewhat

         18  improved. I'll say that.

         19                 My company employs at this time 180

         20  temporary personnel a week, and I was very concerned

         21  about them coming to a business strip, where not

         22  only do they not have to be concerned about garbage,

         23  and not that we have a problem with graffiti, but

         24  security, and also a desire to shop, so my joining

         25  the BID Committee, it has been a long road. Three
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          2  years ago when the Committee started to get

          3  together, and I have been a staunch supporter of the

          4  BID ever since. Not only will the district be

          5  improved with an improved flow of shoppers, business

          6  owners, merchants, but also the people that service

          7  the area will also benefit. Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you. We

          9  have been joined by a number of our colleagues. We

         10  have Council Member Diana Reyna from Brooklyn and

         11  Queens, Council Member Oliver Koppell from the

         12  Bronx, Council Member Bill DeBlasio from Brooklyn,

         13  Council Member Leroy Comrie from Queens, Council

         14  Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn, Council Member

         15  Vincent Gentile from Brooklyn, Councilman Erik Gioia

         16  from Queens.

         17                 I believe the others were already

         18  introduced. Any questions for these panelists?

         19                 Council Member McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Just a quick

         21  question. Ms. Kaye, is it? Ms. Kaye, I'm very

         22  supportive of BIDs, but just for my information, how

         23  is your relationship in dealing with the big chain

         24  stores; what has their reaction been to the BID?

         25                 MS. KAYE: I think they have been
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          2  quote/unquote satisfied customers in BIDs throughout

          3  the City. And the trick is generally to find the

          4  corporate contacts, and once we get there, you find

          5  that they're completely supportive.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

          7  Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Just on the

          9  same line, I'm also a supporter. What about banks?

         10  Are banks generally supportive?

         11                 MS. KAYE: Well, you're going to hear

         12  from some of our bankers who are sitting, about to

         13  speak in support. Every bank is on board, and we

         14  selected one to be on the first Board of Directors

         15  of the BID, but we had our choice of several that we

         16  could have.

         17                 The banks, the large chain stores,

         18  Con Edison, typically are very, very strongly in

         19  support because they've been in BIDs throughout the

         20  City, they see the benefits and you know, they

         21  really help drive the train, they're very effective

         22  partners.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         25  Council Member Fidler.

                                                            20

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Just a

          3  follow-up question. You said that every bank that's

          4  in the BID is on board, could you tell us what those

          5  banks are?

          6                 MR. BURKE: The banks in the area are

          7  Banco Popular. I'm sorry, I'm blanking. Chase. HSBC.

          8  Is the Citi part of the BID area? No, I don't think

          9  Citi, so those three. The thing with this business

         10  strip, both Court, to a lesser extent Court, but

         11  Livingston Street, it needs a lot of help, and I

         12  think one of the things that the BID is going to do

         13  is help the property owners and merchants fill

         14  vacant spaces, get resources and new types of retail

         15  into these spaces that it needs. One things is

         16  banks, and a lot of communities around the City have

         17  a tremendous number of banks in their neighborhood,

         18  this actually isn't one of them. So, there's only a

         19  few.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: That wasn't

         21  the purpose of the question. There is a bank on

         22  Court Street, Esquire Bank. Is that one of the banks

         23  that's property in this BID?

         24                 MR. BURKE: No, they're not. They're

         25  on the opposite side of the street.
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          2                 MS. KAYE: Yes.

          3                 MR. BURKE: They are in the BID. I'm

          4  sorry, 64 Court. I'm sorry, yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: So they are

          6  part of this BID?

          7                 MR. BURKE: They are.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And they are

          9  supporting the BID?

         10                 MR. BURKE: We haven't talked to them

         11  yet.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay.

         13                 MS. KAYE: One other thing is that, as

         14  Michael alluded to, both Livingston and Schermerhorn

         15  Streets, with the rezonings, are we're about to see

         16  tremendous new development come on line, and the

         17  ground floor of every one of these mixed-use

         18  properties, is going to have retail space, and I

         19  think we can expect to see plentiful amount of the

         20  kind of banking you've got here on Broadway. You

         21  walk three blocks on the other side of City Hall and

         22  you've got nine banks. I mean, I think we can expect

         23  to see the same kind of growth in the banking

         24  presence there as well.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm sorry, I'm
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          2  looking at Exhibit 3, Benefitted Properties, I have

          3  a very particular reason for asking this question, I

          4  don't see 64 Court Street on that list. I want to

          5  know whether they're part of the BID. It's very

          6  important that I know that. 64 is, but I'm looking

          7  at Benefitted Properties and I see 64 is not on the

          8  list. It was skipped over.

          9                 MR. BURKE: We'll find that out. Can I

         10  get back to you on that?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I need to know

         12  before I vote.

         13                 MR. BURKE: We'll get back to you

         14  before the end of the hearing.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

         17  Fidler, we're not planning on voting today. We're

         18  not voting today. We're going to have to wait 30

         19  days anyway, so why don't we wait even today, why

         20  don't they look into it and if there's any

         21  additional paperwork or delay, this could delay the

         22  final vote.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I apologize. I

         24  need to know because I have a legal conflict as it

         25  would relate to that bank which is part of the BID,
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          2  and I don't want to vote improperly. So, if we're

          3  not voting today, I don't care.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We're not voting

          5  today. Why don't we --

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: If we are

          7  voting, I don't want to do something improper.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: No, we're not

          9  going to vote for 30 days. But why don't we try to

         10  resolve that issue anyway, because if it should be

         11  included in the BID, it sounds like somebody didn't

         12  know that they were in the BID, or even existed

         13  possibly. So, maybe we should try to resolve that.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I don't know.

         15  The Brooklyn Borough President cut the ribbon, so --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I was actually at

         17  one of the events, I think.

         18                 Okay, why don't we try to resolve

         19  this in the Interim? I believe Council Member Sears

         20  had a question. And we've been joined by Council

         21  Member Jim Gennaro from Queens, and Albert Vann from

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 We're voting on a preconsidered reso

         24  to set a date. We're just voting on the amicus

         25  brief. Supporting the amicus brief.
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          2                 Council Member Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Chair. Just a very brief question. Does the

          5  designation of this BID have exclusionary seven days

          6  a week to vendors? In other words, you're forming a

          7  Business Improvement District; does it have anything

          8  proposed, excluding vendors, in the BID district?

          9                 MR. BURKE: There's nothing in the

         10  bylaws that would exclude vendors.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: So, the

         12  merchants would not mind vendors on the street?

         13                 MR. BURKE: Well, I'm not saying that.

         14  I think there is, like in every commercial strip in

         15  the City, there is a big concern about vendors

         16  competing with existing merchants, and that goes

         17  with this area as well.

         18                 Merchants have indeed expressed

         19  serious concern about vendors selling around, on

         20  their street in front of their stores.

         21                 Now, I can't speak for the future

         22  Board of Directors. Obviously once the BID is formed

         23  the Board will make its own policies and they'll

         24  pursue their own policies. But there is nothing in

         25  the bylaws, and there is nothing on record now going
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          2  in that direction.

          3                 MS. KAYE: And one other comment on

          4  that, that vendors are really -- vendor regulation

          5  is result of City and State regulation, First

          6  Amendment rights, and I know from a lot of different

          7  BIDs that this has been a major issue and I would

          8  never counsel a BID in formation to say, well, we'll

          9  get rid of your vendors for you, because that has

         10  been one of the most troubling issues throughout the

         11  City, and it would be a set-up for disaster.

         12  However, as Michael said, I think vendors are an

         13  issue but there has been not really the kind of

         14  outcry here that I've heard in other places

         15  throughout the City where --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Does that area

         17  have vendors on the street?

         18                 MS. KAYE: Yes. This area, yes, it

         19  does. There hasn't been the kind of aggravation so

         20  far. It's more subdued than in other areas.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Okay, thank

         22  you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Since a number of

         24  colleagues have other places to go, other meetings,

         25  other business around the building, and we've been
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          2  joined by Council Member Alan Gerson from Manhattan

          3  and Council Member Gale Brewer from Manhattan, I'm

          4  going to call a vote on the preconsidered resolution

          5  on supporting the amicus brief, so those members

          6  that have to leave can vote on that one item that

          7  we're voting on and sign the Committee report, and

          8  we still have two more panels to hear from so I'd

          9  like some members to stay if they can, but at the

         10  very least I'm going to take a vote now on the

         11  preconsidered resolution.

         12                 Call the roll.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye, and just

         21  so the exparte, I'd like an opportunity, I will be

         22  talking to Mr. Weiss about your vendor issues. I'm

         23  Chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee, and we'll

         24  be following up on a meeting. Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I have some

         19  concerns about why only four of the five landlords

         20  that are being sued here took the tax abatement, why

         21  the fifth one is being sued I don't know, but

         22  deference to my Chair and the Speaker, who

         23  apparently know more about this than I do, I'll vote

         24  aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          7  abstentions, preconsidered resolution is adopted.

          8  Members, please sign the Committee report. Thank

          9  you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any other

         11  questions for these panelists?

         12                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         13                 We're voting on the amicus brief, how

         14  do you vote?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is now at 16.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any questions for

         18  these panelists?

         19                 Okay, thank you very much. We have

         20  another two panels.

         21                 The next panel consists of, and,

         22  again, this is just the order that they were handed

         23  to me, Craig Williams, Michael Weiss, Nancy Sher,

         24  and Paula Ingram.

         25                 You know what? We have three more,
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          2  why don't you all come up together. We have the last

          3  three are Ann Baiardi, Victor Vora, and Saundra

          4  Williams Cornwell, if you could all come up

          5  together. Okay, why not the order I called you. It

          6  sounds good.

          7                 Mr. Weiss.

          8                 MR. WEISS: Good morning --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Always good to

         10  see you.

         11                 MR. WEISS:-- Chairman Weprin and very

         12  distinguished members of the City Council.

         13                 My name is Mike Weiss. I'm the

         14  Executive Director of the Fulton Street Mall

         15  Association and the Metrotech BID, also former

         16  President of the New York City BID Managers

         17  Association.

         18                 I'm here this morning to voice our

         19  support for the formation of this Court Livingston

         20  BID. It happens to be immediately adjacent to the

         21  southern boundary of the Fulton Street Mall

         22  Association. And in addition to all the other

         23  testimony that you've heard this morning, from the

         24  point of view of Fulton Mall, Livingston and

         25  Schermerhorn and Court Street are extremely
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          2  important, in terms of filling out the shopping

          3  district in Downtown Brooklyn in terms of BID

          4  services.

          5                 We've experienced many disconnects in

          6  the fact that on Livingston Schermerhorn Court

          7  Street there is no BID, so in some cases the Fulton

          8  Mall Association has had to step up to the plate and

          9  provide some semblance of service in those

         10  districts, but of course that's not the BID's area,

         11  which makes it very difficult.

         12                 It's simple, for example, in walking

         13  down a street like Bridge Street, or like on the

         14  other side of Fulton, let's say Hanover Place, and

         15  you can see exactly where one BID stops and another

         16  BID doesn't exist, just by looking at the trash at

         17  the curb.

         18                 You have heard about the burgeoning

         19  development that's taking place in Downtown

         20  Brooklyn, the influx of new residential of retail,

         21  and getting these streets to have BID services would

         22  certainly compliment and provide that service to the

         23  new residents and new merchants in the area. So,

         24  basically we would be extremely supportive. We work

         25  closely with the BID Formation Committee. It's a
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          2  wonderful group of people. We have made real friends

          3  in the new area. You heard from Penda and others who

          4  have businesses in that area and we'd be happy to

          5  work with them and assist them in getting going

          6  doing anything we need in order to make this BID

          7  successful. Thank you.

          8                 MS. IGRAM: My name is Paula Igram. I

          9  represent 75 Livingston Street at the corner of

         10  Court and Livingston, as well as my business, Igram

         11  and Hebron Realty, which is located on Montague

         12  Street, but we're commercial brokers, so we walk the

         13  streets on a daily basis, and we're very, very

         14  committed to all of the streets that we're trying to

         15  form into this BID.

         16                 I'm from Brooklyn. I was born in

         17  Brooklyn and I raised my children here and I used to

         18  spend my days picking up papers on the street and

         19  hoping that some day we would form some sort of

         20  thing that would help us in the streets and wash

         21  down the sidewalks. About seven years ago, I met

         22  with Pam Lehman in my building and we said we've got

         23  to start something. The streets are getting

         24  horrible. The businesses are growing and the streets

         25  are getting worse and worse.
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          2                 We have about 6.5 million square feet

          3  of commercial buildings downtown, and the streets

          4  are so crowded and people just make it a mess, and

          5  with that we decided to approach at the same time

          6  the Chamber of Commerce, and we started to work

          7  together. That was seven years ago. And right now

          8  I'm here to ask you to support the BID because it is

          9  going to add so much to this downtown area. We're

         10  getting thousands, not hundreds, thousands of new

         11  residents that are going to be down there, walking

         12  the streets and we want to make it a beautiful place

         13  for everyone.

         14                 I think that speaks for itself. I

         15  also believe also that we should have, and this is

         16  another issue, that we should not only require that

         17  the storekeepers sweep in front of their buildings

         18  but that they wash down the sidewalks as well with

         19  soap and water, as they do in Europe, and everything

         20  is scrubbed.

         21                 As you know, when you walk on a

         22  corner, when you walk in front of a business that

         23  has food, in the summer, in the heat of the summer,

         24  you, I don't have to tell you what you smell, and

         25  that should be another issue for the Council.
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          2                 But I thank you for having us here. I

          3  support the advocacy the BID will bring toward the

          4  community as one, because we need that support.

          5  Thank you very much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          7                 MS. SHER: Good afternoon, Councilman

          8  Weprin. My name is Nancy Sher, and I am a resident.

          9  I am here as a tenant at 125 Court Street, the Court

         10  House Apartments. I think I'm here to support the

         11  BID, and I think I can hardly add to what everybody

         12  has said so far, except to say that I have

         13  11-year-old twins, and you know, the whole area is

         14  their back yard. They walk to school and they're out

         15  on their own, and so clean and safe is really,

         16  really important to me. And I welcome more

         17  businesses and more beautifications to the area. We

         18  really enjoy living there. So, I'm in support.

         19                 MS. BAIARDI: Good afternoon,

         20  everybody. My name is Ana Baiardi. I am the branch

         21  manager of Banco Popular, 166 Livingston Street, and

         22  as the manager for many years I have had the

         23  opportunity to move into different boroughs. I have

         24  witnessed before and after the BID and my last

         25  assignment at the Fordham Road Branch in the Bronx,
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          2  I was part of the Steering Committee and later a

          3  Board member. I can say as a property owner in the

          4  Bronx, it is definitely to the benefit of the

          5  property owners, merchants, and most of all the

          6  shoppers in the area. It brings more safety,

          7  cleanliness and helps to promote businesses in the

          8  district.

          9                 Banco Popular definitely supports the

         10  BID. Thank you.

         11                 MS. WILLIAMS-CORNWELL: Hi. How are

         12  you? My name is Saundra Williams-Cornwell, and I am

         13  a Brooklyn Heights resident and a member of the

         14  Board of Governors, a Brooklyn Heights Association.

         15  I'm here to offer the Brooklyn Heights Association's

         16  support of the Business Improvement District.

         17                 The BID will allow businesses and

         18  property owners of the district to speak with one's

         19  voice, and to coordinate their interaction with City

         20  agencies, and leverage private sector grants to

         21  support project streetscapes and transportation

         22  improvements.

         23                 It's our view that the BID will

         24  maintain and enhance the already thriving retail

         25  sector of Downtown Brooklyn by improving sanitation,
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          2  beautification of the area, as well as upgrade in

          3  security.

          4                 The BID will also promote business of

          5  the district and serve as an advocate for the

          6  property and business owners. Anyone who walks

          7  through Downtown Brooklyn now must be struck by the

          8  changes that are taking place there. There are new

          9  high-rise buildings filled with residential and

         10  office units that are changing both the density of

         11  our neighborhoods and the demographics.

         12                 Our area is tourist destination,

         13  regularly traversed by tour buses in bringing people

         14  from all over the world into our area in increased

         15  numbers. So, Brooklyn is really hot, and in view of

         16  our growth and the changes, the BID will allow the

         17  businesses that exist in the neighborhood to take

         18  advantage of those changes. It will advocate and

         19  promote the businesses so that the new pedestrians

         20  will be able to walk in clean and safe environments.

         21                 Growth does not always mean positive

         22  change, and there are disruptions caused by

         23  construction and road changes, and by that growth,

         24  and this BID will assist the business and property

         25  owners to advocate for themselves when those
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          2  disruptions take place.

          3                 In view of all of these things, I

          4  fully support the BID and hope that the City Council

          5  will adopt it. Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          7                 MR. VORA: Good morning, Chair Weprin.

          8  My name is Victor Ashor Vora. I am owner and

          9  operator of Brooklyn agency at 288 Livingston

         10  Street, it's between Bond and Evans.

         11                 I am also retailer in MetroTech BID

         12  district, and when I started my first business, it

         13  was on Fulton Street nearly 30 years ago, and that

         14  also converted into the BID.

         15                 My experience with other BIDs have

         16  been very positive. Like any other small retailer or

         17  merchant, I was unsure of the purpose of the BID. In

         18  reality, BIDs provide organized security,

         19  Sanitation, local marketing, and point of contact of

         20  other issues that merchants or property owners may

         21  have.

         22                 The idea of the BID is to attract

         23  shoppers, provide extra service and to establish a

         24  uniform reason and voice for issues faced by

         25  property and business owners.
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          2                 Two block north of Livingston there

          3  is the MetroTech BID. One block north there is a

          4  Fulton Street BID. If Livingston Street BID is

          5  approved, it would create a retail hub, an

          6  attraction not only for the Borough of Brooklyn but

          7  for all New Yorkers and tourists.

          8                 The climate is much different in the

          9  BID, and well worth any small tax increase or

         10  assessment that may occur.

         11                 I have been on Livingston Street for

         12  over a year, almost two years, and compared to

         13  MetroTech, what I see missing is security

         14  Sanitation. The safety and cleanliness evidence will

         15  be definitely a draw for more visitors that can be

         16  provided by this proposed BID.

         17                 Thank you for your time.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you. Is

         19  there a Craig Holiday? Mr. Holiday will be the last

         20  witness.

         21                 MR. HOLIDAY: Yes, my name is Craig

         22  Holiday, and I am here representing the Brooklyn

         23  Tabernacle, which is a not-for-profit down there on

         24  Fulton Court, and surrounded by Smith Street as

         25  well.
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          2                 I've been involved in the Fulton Mall

          3  Business District, Business Improvement District

          4  BID, and I've seen the tremendous transition that

          5  Fulton Mall has gone through. I've been a part of

          6  that Board and the Fulton Mall has been more robust,

          7  more inviting, the people that's down there. And I

          8  see that having a BID on Court Street, Livingston

          9  and Schermerhorn would also make it a more inviting,

         10  more appealing to pedestrian traffic, to retailers.

         11  So, I truly support the BID and the Brooklyn

         12  Tabernacle truly supports it as well.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Holiday.

         15                 Council Member Fidler, do you have a

         16  question?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: No. Just not

         18  to belabor the point but there seems to be some

         19  confusion as to whether 64 Court Street is or isn't

         20  part of the BID, and in an effort to do the

         21  appropriate thing, I want to lay my conflict out on

         22  the record here and indicate that if it turns out

         23  that 64 Court Street is part of the BID, I will not

         24  be participating in either the discussion or the

         25  vote.
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          2                 I am a very, very, very small owner

          3  of Esquire Bank, which is a tenant in 64 Court

          4  Street. I am Legal Counsel to the Bank, and I

          5  believe Ms. Igram was the real estate broker on the

          6  deal in which we acquired 64 Court Street. If it

          7  turns out that 64 Court Street is part of this BID,

          8  that would be conflict of interest and I will not be

          9  participating. I just wanted it to be on the record

         10  and clear.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Any questions for any of these

         15  panelists?

         16                 Council Member Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I just wanted

         18  to be clear. So, the new BID would actually connect

         19  to the MetroTech? So, you would be one continuous

         20  business district? Am I correct about that?

         21                 MR. WEISS: Councilman, it would abut

         22  the Fulton Mall, but it's a separate district. It

         23  has its own Board of Directors and its own

         24  management. But as I say, it would eliminate the

         25  disconnect in the sense that there is no BID.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Right. So, in

          3  terms of the geography, it would be contiguous?

          4                 MR. WEISS: Correct. Right.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Okay.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any other

          7  questions?

          8                 Thank you all for coming down. We

          9  appreciate it. Especially on a day like today.

         10                 Would any members like to say

         11  something about anything?

         12                 Is it anyone's birthday today? Seeing

         13  none, I'm going to adjourn the Finance Committee. A

         14  number of members were here earlier and said they

         15  had to run to a meeting but planned to come back, so

         16  I'm going to leave the roll open for a half hour for

         17  those members, particularly Council Member

         18  Gallagher, who specifically asked me. If someone

         19  could call his office, and let him know that we're

         20  going to keep the roll open for a half hour only.

         21  Other than that we're adjourned.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I proudly vote

         24  aye. I have signed my name with a big John Hancock

         25  signature, because I am so passionate about this
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          2  BID. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now currently

          4  stands at 127 in the affirmative, zero and zero.

          5                 Council Member Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on the

         10  preconsidered resolution on Finance now stands at 17

         11  in the affirmative, two in the negative and two

         12  abstentions.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 1:00 p.m.)
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