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I. INTRODUCTION

On February 28, 2017, the Committee on Public Safety, chaired by Council Member Vanessa Gibson, will vote on Proposed Introductory Bill Number 1280-B (“Int. No. 1280-B”), a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police department to share collision reports digitally. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No.1280-A and heard testimony from the New York City Police Department (“NYPD”) on January 26, 2017. 
II. BACKGROUND ON ACCIDENT REPORTS
New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law (“VTL”) requires a collision report whenever there is a physical injury to be generated within 5 days after such accident.
 Information provided to the Council by the NYPD indicated that Police Accident Reports may be prepared, amended, or released for a collision that occurred within the preceding 30 days.
 Until recently, the requesting party had to appear at a police facility to obtain a copy of the report.
 This process was burdensome and inconvenient, especially for people injured in an accident, or seniors. After 30 days, the report had to be requested from the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”), which allows reports to be requested online or by mail, but not by phone or in person at a DMV office.
 In December, the NYPD announced that drivers involved in crashes and collisions would be able to access their collision reports online.
 However, providing reports in this manner, absent legislation is not mandatory. 

III. ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1280-B
This bill requires the NYPD to make automobile collision reports available online to “interested parties.” Collisions reports will be made available to people who are named on the report and have provided their driver’s license number, date of birth, license plate number, and license plate state of issuance to NYPD for preparation of the report. Reports will be made available through a single web portal located on the department’s website. This bill will go into effect 30 days after it becomes law.
IV. AMENDMENTS TO INT. NO. 1280-B
Since an earlier version of Int. No. 1280-B was heard on January 26, 2017, the bill was amended to update the administrative code section number along with other minor technical changes. 
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police department to share collision reports digitally
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 14-167 to read as follows:

§ l4-167. Collision reports.
a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

Collision report. The term “collision report” means the report prepared by an employee of the department relating to the facts of an automobile collision pursuant to section 603 of the vehicle and traffic law.

Interested party.  The term “interested party”  means an individual named on a collision report who has provided their driver’s license number, date of birth, license plate number, and license plate state of issuance to an employee of the department preparing a collision report.
b. Sharing collision reports. A collision report shall be made available online to an interested party through a single web portal located on the department’s website. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law.
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� N.Y. Veh. & Traf. Law Article 22 § 603.


� See email from Oleg Chernyavsky, NYPD, to Beth Golub, NYCC, May 10, 2016, 10:52 AM.


� Id.


� See https://dmv.ny.gov/get-accident-report Last accessed September 12, 2016.


� http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/NYPD-Collision-Reports-Available-Online-406676185.html
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