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PROPOSED INT. NO. 730-A	By Council Members Gennaro, Won, Hudson and Louis

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring testing at city waterfronts for harmful substances in the water and the posting of results online

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new subchapter 5 to chapter 5-a of title 24


INT. NO. 795	By Council Members Nurse, Krishnan, Abreu, Gennaro and Louis

TITLE:	A Local Law in relation to requiring the installation of outdoor drinking fountains in parks under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation and in other public places


INT. NO. 804	By Council Members Wong, Louis and Epstein

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to light pollution from light fixtures in a residential district

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section 24-426


RES. NO. 351	By Council Members Epstein, Gennaro and Schulman

TITLE:	Resolution to recognize the contributions of the federal Endangered Species Act to the natural environment of New York City


I. INTRODUCTION
On April 6, 2026, the Committee on Environmental Protection and Waterfronts (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 730-A, sponsored by Council Member Gennaro, in relation to requiring testing at city waterfronts for harmful substances in the water and the posting of results online; Int. No. 795, sponsored by Council Member Sandy Nurse, in relation to requiring the installation of outdoor drinking fountains in parks under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation and in other public places; Int. No. 804, sponsored by Council Member Phil Wong, in relation to light pollution from light fixtures in a residential district; and Res. No. 351, sponsored by Council Member Harvey Epstein, to recognize the contributions of the federal Endangered Species Act to the natural environment of New York City. The Committee welcomes testimony from the Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”), the Department of Parks and Recreation (“DPR”), and interested members of the public.

II. BACKGROUND
A. Water Quality Testing
While New York Harbor is cleaner than it has been in 100 years,[footnoteRef:1] rising temperatures and increased flooding due to climate change endanger water quality in and around New York City.[footnoteRef:2] Specifically, as flooding increases in frequency and severity, so does exposure to contaminants from household sewage backups and in surface waters from combined sewer overflows in New York City Habor waters.[footnoteRef:3] Further, rising temperatures accelerate the growth and spread of bacterial pathogens and harmful algal blooms that can cause a range of illnesses and disrupt ecosystems.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  “Harbor Water Quality,” Water, NYC Department of Environmental Protection, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/harbor-water-quality.page (last accessed Mar. 30, 2026).]  [2:  Thomas Matte, et. al., NPCC4: Climate Change and New York City's Health Risk, Ann NY Acad Sci., 1539, 188 (2024), available at https://nyaspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/nyas.15115. ]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  See id; Sheila McMenamin, “A Growing Challenge: Harmful Algal Blooms in Central Park” Central Park Conservancy Magazine (Jul. 30, 2020), available at https://www.centralparknyc.org/articles/a-growing-challenge-harmful-algal-blooms-in-central-park. ] 

Currently, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”), the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”), and the New York City Parks Department (“Parks”) engage in regular water quality testing. In accordance with the federal Beaches Environmental Assessment and Coastal Health Act, the New York State Sanitary Code, and the New York City Health Code, DOHMH tests beach water for Enterococci, bacteria that indicates the presence of fecal matter.[footnoteRef:5] During such testing, DOHMH also tests for floatable debris, animal waste, medical or infectious waste, toxic contaminants, petroleum products, and sewage and wastewater discharge following heavy rainfall.[footnoteRef:6] Through their Harbor Survey, DEP tests 84 sites within the New York City Harbor for dissolved oxygen, bacteria (fecal coliform and Enterococci), chlorophyll a, Secchi transparency, and nitrogen in order to assess long term trends in aquatic ecosystem health.[footnoteRef:7] Finally, Parks works with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and other partners to monitor water bodies for harmful algal blooms.[footnoteRef:8]  [5:  New York City Beach Surveillance and Monitoring Program, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (2025), available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/beach/beach-report-2025.pdf. ]  [6:  FAQ, NYC Beach Water Quality, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, available at https://a816-dohbesp.nyc.gov/IndicatorPublic/Beaches/ (last accessed Mar. 30, 2026).]  [7:  2024 Harbor Survey Report, New York City Department of Environmental Protection (Jul. 24, 2025), available at https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e49c16916644a87ac62dd75e4b3e208. ]  [8:  “Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in Parks, Ponds, and Lakes,” NYC Department of Parks and Recreation, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/harmful-algal-blooms (last accessed Mar. 30, 2026). ] 

While these programs ensure robust water quality testing, some reports in recent years have raised questions about the efficacy of the City’s testing program.[footnoteRef:9] For example, in response to a 2022 beach closure on the Rockaway Peninsula, experts and advocates raised concerns that waters along the peninsula were not tested frequently enough, nor were the results of such testing posted timely enough, to ensure the health and safety of beachgoers.[footnoteRef:10] Most recently, in March of 2026, Parks confirmed sewage contamination in at least one stream and one lake in Clove Lakes Park in Staten Island after neighbors claimed the water contamination had been occurring in the park for years.[footnoteRef:11] Residents of Staten Island expressed concerns that resources for water and waste management were not equally distributed across the city, leaving some public waterbodies untested and contaminated.[footnoteRef:12] [9:  See, e.g., Samantha Maldonado, “Testing the Waters: Beach Closures Highlight Lax Looks at City Surf,” The City (Aug. 11, 2022), available at https://www.thecity.nyc/2022/08/11/testing-the-waters-beach-closures-show-high-bacteria-swimmers-dont-know/; see also Hillary Howard & Mark Bonamo, “The Disgusting Reason a Staten Island Creek Turned Bright Green, New York Times (Mar. 26, 2026), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/26/nyregion/nyc-creek-green-park-toilets.html. ]  [10:  Samantha Maldonado, “Testing the Waters: Beach Closures Highlight Lax Looks at City Surf,” The City (Aug. 11, 2022), available at https://www.thecity.nyc/2022/08/11/testing-the-waters-beach-closures-show-high-bacteria-swimmers-dont-know/. ]  [11:  Hillary Howard & Mark Bonamo, “The Disgusting Reason a Staten Island Creek Turned Bright Green, New York Times (Mar. 26, 2026), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/26/nyregion/nyc-creek-green-park-toilets.html. ]  [12:  Id.] 

B. Extreme Heat and Drinking Water Access
Climate projections for New York City show a major increase in extreme heat in the coming decades, with average yearly days over 95 degrees Fahrenheit projected to increase from 4 days per year to 14-32 days per year by mid-century.[footnoteRef:13] Maximum heat index values, which measure temperature and humidity, are expected to increase and reach “dangerous” or “extremely dangerous” levels in New York City by the end of the century.[footnoteRef:14] The risks posed by extreme heat are not shared equally across communities—children, the elderly, economically disadvantaged individuals, and unhoused individuals are more vulnerable to the impacts of extreme heat.[footnoteRef:15] Investments in water supply services and infrastructures are necessary to create more accessible community-level resiliency in the face of extreme heat,[footnoteRef:16] one such investment including building, repairing, and maintaining drinking fountains.[footnoteRef:17] [13:  “Climate Impact Spotlight: New York City,” New York State Climate Impacts Assessment, available at https://nysclimateimpacts.org/explore-by-region/new-york-city/ (last accessed Mar. 31, 2026). ]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  “Experts Discuss how Extreme Heat Affects Vulnerable Populations – and How Communities and Health Care Systems Can Respond,” Stanford Report (Aug. 14, 2023), available at https://news.stanford.edu/stories/2023/08/heat-affects-vulnerable. ]  [16:  “Using Water to Cope with Heat Waves in Cities,” Climate ADAPT, available at https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/metadata/adaptation-options/water-uses-to-cope-with-heat-waves-in-cities (last accessed Mar. 31, 2026).]  [17:  Id. ] 

New York City is home to over 3,800 public drinking water fountains that deliver clean drinking water to New Yorkers in each borough.[footnoteRef:18] However, many of these water fountains do not meet the needs of all New Yorkers. Only a fraction of those fountains are able to accommodate people with disabilities, or refillable water bottles, and even fewer are able to accommodate both.[footnoteRef:19] Further, the vast majority of public drinking water fountains exist only within parks.[footnoteRef:20] [18:  See “NYC Parks Drinking Fountains,” NYC OpenData, available at https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Recreation/NYC-Parks-Drinking-Fountains/qnv7-p7a2/about_data (last accessed Mar. 31, 2026). ]  [19:  See “NYC Parks Drinking Fountains,” NYC OpenData, available at https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Recreation/NYC-Parks-Drinking-Fountains/qnv7-p7a2/about_data (last accessed Mar. 31, 2026); “User Guide: NYC Parks Drinking Fountains,” NYC OpenData, available at https://docs.google.com/document/d/1whu6gzwBbinNuoBx6FLpaaGOy4cdecOrjRdJEsHwJn8/edit?tab=t.0 (last accessed Mar. 31, 2026) (Although there is a discrepancy between the Drinking Fountain OpenData dataset, and dataset fountain type user guide, it is likely that all of the “E” types and “high low” types accommodate wheelchairs, and all the “bottle filler” types accommodate reusable water bottles.)]  [20:  NYC Parks Drinking Fountains Map, NYC OpenData, available at https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Recreation/NYC-Parks-Drinking-Fountains-Map/622h-mkfu (last accessed Mar. 31, 2026).] 

C. Light Pollution
Light pollution, defined as excessive or inappropriate outdoor artificial light,[footnoteRef:21] is increasing globally[footnoteRef:22] and is particularly severe in major urban areas like New York City.[footnoteRef:23] New York City’s skies have a brightness of around 17 magnitudes per square arcsecond, as measured by the Sky Quality Meter.[footnoteRef:24] This means that the City’s skies are, on average, 100 times brighter than a night sky under natural conditions.[footnoteRef:25] On the Bortle scale—a 9-level numeric scale that classifies night sky brightness of a particular location based on visible sky objects[footnoteRef:26]—New York City is considered a 9, indicating the highest level of light pollution.[footnoteRef:27] [21:  National Park Service, Light Pollution, available at https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nightskies/lightpollution.htm. ]  [22:  Ally Hirschlag, How Light Pollution Disrupts Plants’ Senses, BBC (Mar. 8, 2023), available at https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230308-how-light-pollution-disrupts-plants-senses.]  [23:  Light Pollution Map, available at https://lightpollutionmap.app/?lat=40.714737&lng=-74.002705&zoom=13.]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  The sky brightness scale is logarithmic, with lower values representing higher brightness. Natural conditions or “pristine” skies measure at 22 magnitudes per square arcsecond. A difference of 5 magnitude corresponds to a 100-time difference in brightness. National Park Service, Metrics Guide to Night Skies Report, available at https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nightskies/NSQmetrics.html.]  [26:  Id.]  [27:  Light Pollution Map, available at https://lightpollutionmap.app/?lat=40.714737&lng=-74.002705&zoom=13.] 

Overexposure to artificial light, especially at night, can have a range of adverse effects on humans, non-human animals, and plants. In humans, high levels of artificial light exposure can interrupt the body’s natural circadian rhythm and production of melatonin, resulting in sleep deprivation, fatigue, headaches, stress, anxiety, and other health issues.[footnoteRef:28] In animals, light pollution can disrupt migration patterns, mating processes, sleep cycles, and hormone levels, as well as draw animals away from their natural habitats and into hazardous human-dominated areas.[footnoteRef:29] Light pollution can affect even plant life, disrupting phenological cycles like leaf-shedding and flowering.[footnoteRef:30] Excess artificial light is also responsible for an estimated 21 million tons of carbon dioxide every year[footnoteRef:31]—equivalent to 4.8 million gasoline-powered cars on the road every year.[footnoteRef:32] [28:  Mario E. Motta, MD, We’re All Healthier Under a Starry Sky, AMA Journal of Ethics (Oct. 2024), available at https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/were-all-healthier-under-starry-sky/2024-10; National Geographic, Light Pollution, available at https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/light-pollution/.]  [29:  Rosemary Misdary, This Earth Day, don’t forget to turn off your lights for International Dark Sky Week, Gothamist (Apr. 22, 2022), available at https://gothamist.com/news/this-earth-day-dont-forget-to-turn-off-your-lights-for-international-dark-sky-week.]  [30:  Ally Hirschlag, How Light Pollution Disrupts Plants’ Senses, BBC (Mar. 8, 2023), available at https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230308-how-light-pollution-disrupts-plants-senses.]  [31:  Rosemary Misdary, This Earth Day, don’t forget to turn off your lights for International Dark Sky Week, Gothamist (Apr. 22, 2022), available at https://gothamist.com/news/this-earth-day-dont-forget-to-turn-off-your-lights-for-international-dark-sky-week.]  [32:  See U.S. EPA, Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator, available at https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator#results.] 

New York City has taken some measures to address light pollution in recent years. In 2022, the New York City Council passed Local Law 30,[footnoteRef:33] requiring City-owned buildings to limit their illumination through installation of occupancy sensors. Also in 2022, the Council passed Local Law 31,[footnoteRef:34] requiring all non-essential outdoor lighting in City-owned or -leased buildings to be turned off between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. during peak avian migration periods. Furthermore, the New York City Department of Buildings will investigate complaints of light from parking lots shining into a neighboring apartment or building.[footnoteRef:35] However, there is currently no formal complaint or investigation process for bright lights from residential properties.[footnoteRef:36] [33:  Local Law 30 for the year 2022, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3332097&GUID=278B9297-FEFA-4AEE-BB92-9033B07D8165&Options=ID|Text|&Search=. ]  [34:  Local Law 31 for the year 2022, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3332085&GUID=E9D840A0-564E-4223-BCF8-4ED5DC902AF2&Options=ID|Text|&Search=.]  [35:  NYC 311, Light from Parking Lot Complaint, available at https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-02259.]  [36:  Id.] 

D. Endangered Species
The federal Endangered Species Act (“ESA”) was passed by Congress in 1973 to provide for the conservation of endangered and threatened species and the ecosystems upon which such species rely.[footnoteRef:37] Pursuant to the ESA, fish, wildlife, and plant species that are registered on the endangered species list, which is maintained by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (“NMFS”), are afforded special protections.[footnoteRef:38] Individuals may not kill, capture, or otherwise harm a listed endangered species,[footnoteRef:39] and federal agencies may not authorize, fund, or carry out any activity that is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered or listed species or their habitat.[footnoteRef:40] Additionally, the ESA requires the USFWS and NMFS to develop a plan for the recovery of each listed species, unless such plan would not promote the conservation of such species.[footnoteRef:41] [37:  16 USC § 1531(b).]  [38:  50 CFR § 17.11(h).]  [39:  16 USC § 1538.]  [40:  16 USC § 1536.]  [41:  16 USC § 1533.] 

As of May 2025, there are over 1,300 species listed as either endangered or threatened under the ESA.[footnoteRef:42] 99% of listed species have avoided extinction, and at least 46 species have recovered sufficiently in population size to be removed from the list.[footnoteRef:43] Many species of insects, reptiles, mammals, and birds that are native to or migrate through New York City are listed as endangered or threatened under the ESA. These include the American burying beetle,[footnoteRef:44] the bog turtle,[footnoteRef:45] multiple species of whale,[footnoteRef:46] and several species of shorebird.[footnoteRef:47] [42:  U.S. EPA, Fact Sheet on Twelve Endangered Species (last updated May 22, 2025), available at https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/fact-sheets-twelve-endangered-species.]  [43:  WWF, The Endangered Species Act Q&A (Nov. 15, 2023), available at https://www.worldwildlife.org/news/stories/the-endangered-species-act-qa/.]  [44:  NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: American Burying Beetle, available at https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnamburybeet.pdf.]  [45:  NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: Bog Turtle, available at https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnbogturtle.pdf.]  [46:  NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: Humpback Whale, available at https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnhumpbackwhale.pdf; NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: North Atlantic Right Whale, available at https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnnatrightwhale.pdf; NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: Sei Whale, available at https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnseiwhale.pdf.]  [47:  NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: Red Knot, available at https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnredknot.pdf; NYS DEC, Species Status Assessment: Piping Plover, available at https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/sgcnpipplover.pdf.] 

III. LEGISLATION
Proposed Int. No. 730-A	
Proposed Int. No. 730-A would require DEP, in consultation with Parks and DOHMH, to conduct testing of the bodies of water abutting New York City recreational waterfronts at least one time per week in July and August of each year, and one time per month in all other months, concerning levels of harmful substances, including but not limited to harmful algal blooms and petroleum. This bill would also require DEP to post on its website the results of its testing within three days after each instance of testing.
This local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Int. No. 795
Int. No. 795 would require Parks to install, replace, or upgrade 500 outdoor drinking fountains by 2035. The bill would require such fountains to have bottle filling stations and be accessible to people with disabilities. Additionally, Parks would be required to report the locations of the 500 fountains, and assess the feasibility of year-round outdoor drinking fountains. The bill would also require DEP, in consultation with the Department of Transportation, to install 10 new outdoor drinking fountains in public places other than parks within communities that are underserved by publicly accessible drinking fountains. Finally, DEP would be required to make recommendations on whether the program should be expanded, and what challenges and issues are presented by the program.
This local law would take effect immediately.

Int. No. 804
Int. No. 804 would restrict individuals from operating lighting that cause outdoor illumination greater than 3,000 lumens in a residential district, unless such lighting is fully shielded to reduce light trespass. A lumen is an internationally recognized metric unit that measures the brightness of light;[footnoteRef:48] indoor residential lights are typically around 300 to 800 lumens,[footnoteRef:49] and floodlights at a parking lot might be between 5,000 and 10,000 lumens.[footnoteRef:50] Lighting operated by a local, state, or federal agency or for the illumination of a parking lot or sidewalk shed would be exempted from this bill’s requirements. Anyone found to be in violation of this requirement would be liable for a civil penalty of $50. [48:  Illuminating Engineering Society, lumen, available at https://ies.org/definitions/lumen/.]  [49:  Integral LED, What are Lumens?, available at https://integral-led.com/en/content/what-are-lumens#:~:text=To%20achieve%20the%20same%20light,11.5W%20LED%20=%2060W%20conventional..]  [50:  JC-LGL, How Many Lumens Do I Need for Outdoor Flood Light? (Mar. 22, 2025), available at https://jclgl-led.com/blogs/led-parking-lot-lights/how-many-lumens-do-i-need-for-outdoor-flood-light?srsltid=AfmBOopidlvVxAy9GNpLPrg52Wp-mTXKPwc4v-6NtEbv7N_AXgucqiQv.] 

This local law would take effect 180 days after becoming law.

Res No. 351
Res. No. 351 would recognize the contributions of the ESA to the natural environment of New York City. Specifically, the resolution would acknowledge the ESA’s efforts supporting the conservation and restoration of New York City’s endangered and threatened species—including the American burying beetle, the bog turtle, multiple species of whale, and several species of shorebird—those species’ natural habitats, and the City’s biodiversity overall.

Proposed Int. No. 730-A

By Council Members Gennaro, Won, Hudson and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring testing at city waterfronts for harmful substances in the water and the posting of results online
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

2

Section 1. Chapter 5-a of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 5 to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER 5
WATER SAFETY TESTING AT WATER FRONT PROPERTIES
§ 24-591 Water safety testing at water front properties. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Harmful algal blooms. The term “harmful algal blooms” means colonies of algae that have grown to produce toxins that can kill fish, mammals, and birds and that can cause illness or death in humans. 
Harmful substances. The term “harmful substances” means harmful or objectionable substances, contaminants, and pollutants that may have an adverse impact on waters of the state, humans, and wildlife, including but not limited to harmful algal blooms and discharges of petroleum. 
b. Testing. The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of health and mental hygiene and the commissioner of parks and recreation, shall conduct sampling and testing at water front properties used for recreation to quantify the levels of harmful substances in waters abutting such properties in accordance with this section. The commissioner shall conduct such sampling and testing no less than once per week in the months of July and August, and no less than once per month in all other months. The commissioner shall determine the appropriate methods of testing. 
c. Posting of water quality information online. 1. The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of parks and recreation and the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, shall post conspicuously on the department’s website the results of the sampling and testing required to be conducted pursuant to subdivision b of this section within 3 days after each instance of such sampling and testing. 
2. The results of such sampling and testing required to be posted online pursuant to this subdivision shall be disaggregated by:
(a) The type of harmful substance tested;
(b) The level of such harmful substance found in the sample, indicated with units of measurement as determined by the commissioner; 
(c) The site where such sample was collected; 
(d) The date such sample was collected; and
(e) The method of testing utilized to test for the harmful substance.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 795

By Council Member Nurse, Krishnan, Abreu, Gennaro and Louis 

..Title
A Local Law in relation to requiring the installation of outdoor drinking fountains in parks under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation and in other public places
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

2

2

Section 1. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Outdoor drinking fountain. The term “outdoor drinking fountain” means a plumbing fixture installed outside of a building or structure that allows a user to obtain a drink directly from a stream of flowing potable water without the use of any accessories. 
Park. The term “park” means a park under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation.
§ 2. a. The commissioner of parks and recreation shall install, replace, or upgrade no less than 500 outdoor drinking fountains in parks no later than May 1, 2035, provided that such commissioner shall install, replace, or upgrade no less than 300 of such outdoor drinking fountains in parks no later than May 1, 2031. 
b. Each outdoor drinking fountain installed, replaced, or upgraded pursuant to this section shall be accessible to a person with disabilities and allow a user to fill a reusable water bottle or other container. 
c. The commissioner of parks and recreation shall not count an outdoor drinking fountain that, before the effective date of this local law, was accessible to a person with disabilities and allowed a user to fill a reusable water bottle or other container, toward the number of outdoor drinking fountains this section requires such commissioner to install, replace, or upgrade. 
d. No later than August 1, 2035, the commissioner of parks and recreation shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report that includes, but need not be limited to, the location of each outdoor drinking fountain installed, replaced, or upgraded pursuant to this section, and an assessment of the feasibility of installing and maintaining outdoor drinking fountains that operate year-round in parks.
§ 3. a. The commissioner of environmental protection, in consultation with the commissioner of transportation, shall establish a program to install outdoor drinking fountains in public places under the jurisdiction of an agency other than the department of parks and recreation. No later than May 1, 2032, such program shall install no less than 1 outdoor drinking fountain in each of 10 community districts that the commissioner of environmental protection, in consultation with the commissioner of transportation, has determined are underserved by publicly accessible outdoor drinking fountains, in consideration of factors including, but not limited to, the population of such a community district and the number of outdoor drinking fountains installed in such a community district before the effective date of this local law. 
b. Each outdoor drinking fountain installed pursuant to this section shall be accessible to a person with disabilities and allow a user to fill a reusable water bottle or other container. 
c. No later than May 1, 2028, the commissioner of environmental protection, in consultation with the commissioner of transportation, shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council that identifies the locations where such program has determined to install each outdoor drinking fountain required to be installed pursuant to this section. 
d. No later than August 1, 2032, the commissioner of environmental protection, in consultation with the commissioner of transportation, shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report about the program established pursuant to this section, including, but not limited to, recommendations for expanding access to outdoor drinking fountains in communities underserved by publicly accessible outdoor drinking fountains. Such report shall also identify any challenges relating to the implementation of such program.
§ 4. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 804

By Council Member Wong, Louis and Epstein

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to light pollution from light fixtures in a residential district
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Chapter 4 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 24-426 to read as follows:
§ 24-426 Light pollution reduction. In the case of light posts, fixtures or other lighting neither operated by a local, state or federal agency nor operated for the illumination of a parking lot or sidewalk shed, no person shall operate or cause to be operated a light post, fixture or other lighting causing outdoor illumination greater than 3,000 lumens in a residential district, unless such post, fixture or lighting is fully shielded to reduce light trespass. Any person in violation of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of $50, recoverable in a proceeding before the office of administrative trials and hearings.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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Res. No. 351

..Title
Resolution to recognize the contributions of the federal Endangered Species Act to the natural environment of New York City
..Body

By Council Members Epstein, Gennaro and Schulman

Whereas, The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (“ESA”) aims to preserve fish, wildlife, and plant species with small and declining populations by affording them special protections; and
Whereas, Species that receive ESA protections are registered on the endangered species list, which is maintained by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service (“Services”); and
Whereas, Proposed additions to the endangered species list may be identified by the Services or by the public through a petition process; and
Whereas, The Services must conduct a rigorous review of proposed additions to the endangered species list based solely on the best scientific and commercial data available, and solicitation of public comment; and
Whereas, If the Services determine that a proposed species should be listed, the species receives a designation of threatened or endangered according to the species’ need for protection; and
Whereas, Protections afforded to threatened and endangered species include a prohibition on the harassing, harming, pursuing, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, capturing, or collecting of any listed species; and
Whereas, The ESA also prohibits federal agencies from funding, approving, or conducting any activity that is likely to threaten the population or habitat of a listed species; and
Whereas, The Services must develop a recovery plan for each listed species, unless such a plan would not promote the conservation of the species; and
Whereas, The ESA authorizes the contribution of millions of dollars annually to state and U.S. territory programs that implement these recovery plans; and 
Whereas, As of June, 2023, the endangered species list included 2,381 foreign and domestic species of plant and animal; and
Whereas, Ninety-nine percent of species on the endangered species list remain extant and 46 species have recovered in population size and were removed from the list by the Services; and
Whereas, Recovered species include plants and animals of national importance, such as the bald eagle, which was nearly extinct in the lower 48 states before the enactment of the ESA, and now has a population of over 300,000; and
Whereas, Many species of insects, reptiles, mammals, and birds that are native to or migrate through New York City are on the endangered species list; and
Whereas, These include the American burying beetle, a large carrion beetle endemic to North America whose habitat once included Brooklyn, the Bronx, and Staten Island; and
Whereas, The ESA also protects the bog turtle, the smallest turtle native to New York State, which once thrived in the calcareous wetlands of Staten Island until it experienced a 50 percent decline in population in the Northeast before it was placed on the endangered species list in 1997; and
Whereas, Multiple species of whale that migrate near New York City waters are on the endangered species list, including the North Atlantic right whale, which requires sustained ESA protections to recover its estimated 2019 North Atlantic population of just 368 whales; and 
Whereas, Several species of shorebird that frequent New York City receive protection from the ESA, such as the threatened red knot, which stops to forage in the mudflats of Jamaica Bay on its annual migration of over 9,800 miles from the southern tip of South America to the Canadian Arctic; and
Whereas, The endangered species list also includes the piping plover, another threatened migratory shorebird, which breeds on the banks of the New York City barrier islands and was nearly extirpated from the region in 1983 when its Long Island population fell to just 88 breeding pairs; and
Whereas, Continued ESA protections for these and other species of plants and animals are critical to the conservation of New York City’s natural habitat and biodiversity; and
Whereas, The ESA complements local efforts to protect listed species through efforts such as the Rockaway Beach Endangered Species Nesting Area program, which allows rare shorebirds to lay and incubate eggs without human disturbance; and
Whereas, The ESA also aligns with New York City’s goal of restoring wetlands in the Bronx and Staten Island to facilitate the return of endangered species to their natural habitats in these boroughs; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes the contributions of the federal Endangered Species Act to the natural environment of New York City.
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