[bookmark: _Hlk120100925][image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reducing penalties, allowing opportunities to cure for certain violations, and eliminating certain requirements for commercial establishments; to repeal subchapters 6, 9, 12, and 15 of chapter 5 of title 20 of such code, relating to availability for sale of advertised merchandise, sale of travel tickets, delayed payment transactions billing practices, and disclosure of information by child care facilities, respectively; to repeal section 24-218.1 of such code, relating to the restriction of the use of mobile telephones in a place of public performance; to repeal the rows that begin 24-218.1, 24-233(b)(1) and 24-237(c) in table I in paragraph 5 of subdivision (b) of section 24-257 of such code, relating to penalties for such restriction of the use of mobile telephones, the use of personal audio devices on a public right-of-way, and the operation of a steam whistle, respectively; and to make other technical changes in relation thereto
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]This bill would amend various provisions of the Administrative Code of the City of New York to  reduce certain penalties, allow opportunities to cure for certain violations, and eliminate certain cumbersome requirements for commercial business operating in the City. The bill would amend violations and other operational provisions under the jurisdictions of the Department of Transportation, the Department of Sanitation, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection, and the Department of Environmental Protection.
Sections 1 and 2 of the bill would amend provisions enforced by the Department of Transportation relating to businesses using bicycles for commercial purposes. Section 1 would amend § 10-157 of the Administrative Code to reduce the penalties for failure to maintain a roster to $0 for the first violation, and $100 for subsequent penalties after 30 days, and make other technical changes. Section 2 would amend § 10-157.1 of the Code to similarly reduce the penalty for failure to post required signage at the business location.
Sections 3 through 8 of the bill would amend provisions enforced by the Department of Sanitation relating to commercial recycling and commercial organics labeling and signage, and the provision of plastic straws. Section 3 simplifies the signage requirements for businesses regarding the collection of organic waste in §16-306.1(c) of the Administrative Code. Section 4 would renumber paragraphs in § 16-324(a) of the Code, and section 5 would add a new paragraph there to make the penalty $0 for the first-time violation of certain labeling and signage requirements that are required for commercial recycling. Section 6 would amend § 16-324(e) to similarly make the penalty $0 for the first time violations of requirements relating to organics disposal by commercial establishments. Sections 7 and 8 would amend § 16-401of the Code to rescind burdensome provisions relating to plastic straws that have been difficult to enforce: the requirement a restaurant enquire why plastic straw is required when it is requested; the prohibition on providing plastic straws that are used away from the restaurant; and the requirement for certain restaurants provide a receptacle exclusively for the disposal of compostable beverage straws
Sections 9 through 14 of the bill would amend provisions enforced by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene relating to certain requirements and penalties in restaurants and pet shops, and make other technical changes. Section 9 would amend § 17-172 of the Administrative Code to provide a required sign regarding assisting a person who is choking, at no cost to a restaurant. Section 10 would make technical changes to renumber certain sections of Title 17 of the Code. Section 11 would amend § 17-199.11 of the Code to reduce to $50 the penalty after a first violation of the prohibition on providing certain beverages with a children’s meal. Section 12 would amend § 17-1507 of the Code to reduce to $200 the maximum penalty after a first violation for failing to display required healthy eating information. Section 13 would amend § 17-1702(a) of the Code to allow a pet shop to collect required information about the source of a dog or cat by a sworn affidavit from the source. Section 13 would amend § 17-1903 of the Code to reduce to $400 the minimum penalty for a restaurant violating the prohibition on selling force-fed products. 
Sections 15 through 21 of the bill would amend provisions enforced by the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection relating to certain requirements and certain penalties for violations. Sections 15, 17, 19, 20, and 21 would amend §§ 20-241.1, 20-688, 20-743, 20-822, and 20-910 of the Administrative Code to set initial penalties of $0 for accepting payment for merchandise or preparing merchandise at a stoop line stand, selling perishable food without a printed sell-by date, failing to provide consumer bill of rights regarding tax preparers to a client, selling expired over-the-counter medication, and running an air conditioner while a door window is open, respectively. Section 16 would amend § 20-545 of the Code to allow car wash businesses to correct and cure first-time violations related to recordkeeping. Section 18 would repeal certain subchapters of chapter 5 of title 20 of the Code: subchapter 6, relating to requiring businesses with raincheck policies to posts signs; subchapter 9, regulating the sale of travel tickets; subchapter 12, regulating delayed payment transactions; and subchapter 15, requiring disclosure of certain information by childcare facilities.
Sections 22 through 27 of the bill would amend provisions enforced by the Department of Environmental Protection relating to certain penalties in the Noise Control Code and the Community Right-to-Know Law. Sections 22 of the bill would repeal § 24-218.1 of the Administrative Code, restricting the use of mobile telephones in places of public performance and the penalties therefor. Section 23 would amend § 24-233 of the Code to remove the prohibition on unreasonable noise from a personal audio device. Section 24 would amend § 24-237 of the Code to rescind the prohibition on using a steam whistle. Section 25 and 26 would amend the penalty schedule in § 24-257 of the Code to repeal the penalties for these violations of the Noise Control Code that are being rescinded and make other technical edits. Section 27 would amend § 24-713(b) of the Code to reduce the minimum penalty to $100 for a first violation of the facility inventory reporting, labeling, or risk management plan requirements of the Community Right-to-Know Law. 
Section 28 of the bill would make this bill effective immediately, except that the provisions amending penalties enforced by the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection would be effective 180 days after the bill becomes law. 

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
The Mayor signed Executive Order No. 2 of 2022 to reform existing business regulations, reduce compliance costs on local businesses, and provide sufficient opportunity for business owners to remediate outstanding issues. The Executive Order spurred an across-the-board review of small-business regulations, inspection practices, and fine schedules at major City agencies. This bill presents the Administrative Code changes that were identified in that review.
Amidst the ongoing impacts of the global pandemic, small businesses throughout the five boroughs have faced unprecedented challenges. At the height of COVID-19 shutdowns and in their aftermath, more than 66,000 New York City businesses shut their doors, 26,300 permanently. Nearly 90 percent of these closures were businesses with fewer than 10 employees, and Black-owned businesses were more than twice as likely to close shop than White-owned businesses, according to national figures. The devastation of these business closures is incalculable. These are not just lost storefronts and lost revenue, but lost dreams, lost community institutions, lost nightlife culture, and deserted commercial corridors. 
Over the last two and a half years, New York City’s renowned resilience has been tested and our economy and small businesses continue to struggle. To reverse these tides and accelerate recovery, the City government has looked inward to review outdated or byzantine regulations that stymie our small businesses. This bill is a critical step toward fostering a better business environment for small businesses, ensuring that they can continue to thrive in New York City.
Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.
Respectfully submitted,
								Jessica Carrano
								Legislative Representative
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