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SLR 115:

By: Rivera                                                                                            

S.7014

By:  Velella

A.11040
By:  Committee on Rules

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the retirement and social security law, in relation to providing improved performance of duty death benefits to emergency medical technicians employed in the city of New York.
BACKGROUND:


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MOU), there are 3,000 Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT), paramedics and their supervisors working with the New York City Fire Department (FDNY).  These workers respond to almost 2 million emergency calls per year.  Currently, FDNY EMT’s and paramedics work alongside city firefighters and police officers in conditions of great danger and stress, yet are only entitled to the line of duty death benefits of city employees in low risk jobs.  This legislation would create parity between EMT’s, paramedics and firefighters of the same pension tier.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section 1 of the bill would amend section 13-149 of the administrative code of the city of New York to provide an accidental death benefit consisting of a lump sum payment of the reserve-for-increased-take-home-pay and a pension of one-half of the five-year-average compensation of a given member of Tier 1 of the New York City Employees Retirement System (NYCERS) who is an employee of the city of New York or the New York city health and hospitals corporation in a title whose duties are those of an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician.  The legislation would also stipulate that in no case shall such a pension be in an amount less than one-half of the maximum basic annual salary of an EMT payable on the date of death of such member.


Section 2 of the legislation would add a new subdivision b to section 509 of the retirement and social security law to create a similar benefit for Tier III members of NYCERS who are employees of the city of New York or the New York city health and hospitals corporation in a title whose duties are those of an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician.  


Section 3 of the legislation would add a new subdivision b to section 607 of the retirement and social security law to create a similar benefit for Tier IV members of NYCERS who are employees of the city of New York or the New York city health and hospitals corporation in a title whose duties are those of an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician.  

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately, and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after July 1, 2000.

