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Council Votes to Set Timetable To Reduce New York City Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Also votes on standards to make City parking lots greener, safer;  New regulations are first PlaNYC 2030 land use changes to come before the Council

City Hall, November 28, 2007 – Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn and members of the City Council will vote today on the Climate Protection Act, a new bill that creates a schedule to reduce greenhouse gas emissions throughout the five boroughs and promotes urban sustainability for future generations. The Council will also vote on legislation to establish design standards for commercial and community facility parking lots, making them safer, more attractive and environmentally friendly.  Additionally, the Council will vote to require the Department of Transportation to establish a searchable website with block-by-block information on parking regulations.

THE CLIMATE PROTECTION ACT

The Council will vote on a bill, the Climate Protection Act, that will strengthen PlaNYC 2030 by putting the force of law behind its goal to reduce the City’s emission of greenhouse gases.  The bill establishes benchmarks that the City must reach as it curbs its emissions, including a 30% reduction in emissions made by City operations by 2017 and a 30% reduction in emissions citywide by 2030.  The Climate Protection Act is an important part of the Council’s effort to guarantee that New York City remains green, clean and sustainable in the face of its aging infrastructure and growing population.

“If we don’t make difficult decisions now, we’re going to face even tougher choices down the road,” said Speaker Quinn.  “The Climate Protection Act is a clear, forward-thinking plan for reducing New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions, helping to make sure our City stays on the right track toward responsible and sustainable environmental policy.”

“In a time where environmental concern is at a peak and the words 'global warming' are rapidly earning increased attention, people are joining the movement to improve energy consumption and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” said Environmental Protection Committee Chair James Gennaro, chair of the Environmental Committee. “The landmark New York City Climate Protection Act will not only reduce carbon dioxide emissions in our City, it will also foster awareness of climate-change issues and encourage people to become part of this movement to protect our environment.”

PARKING REGUALTIONS ONLINE

As part of its effort to make City government more accessible, the Council will vote on a new bill to bring the City’s parking regulations into the 21st century.  The legislation will require the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) to create a searchable public website with block-by-block information on the City’s parking regulations, making it easier for New Yorkers to navigate the City’s parking restrictions.

“New Yorkers have enough to think about without having to worry if their cars are parked legally,” said Speaker Quinn.  “This new website will make the City’s often-confusing parking regulations crystal clear to New York City’s car owners, making it easier for them to follow the rules and saving them valuable time and money.”

“Too many streets in the city have confusing, sometimes contradictory parking restriction signs,” said Transportation Committee Chair John C. Liu.  “And too many drivers have received parking tickets with large fines and unnecessary hassles despite good faith attempts to interpret signs and to park legally. Parking regulations are already searchable by city block internally within the DOT and there is no reason why people should not have access to the same information. This bill will make parking restrictions easier to understand and abide by. Perhaps more importantly, it ensures that parking regulations are enforced consistently and that parking tickets are not written haphazardly.”

GREENER DESIGN STANDARDS FOR CITY PARKING LOTS

The Council will also vote on zoning improvements that will create new design standards for parking lots.  The new regulations will require certain parking lots built in the City to include features to make them safer, more attractive and environmentally friendly.  These changes are part of the Council’s continuing efforts to improve the quality of life in neighborhoods throughout New York City.  These new design requirements feature:

· Trees planted between adjoining sidewalk and street;

· Small plants planted along parking lot perimeters;

· Interior landscaping in larger parking lots to facilitate drainage; and

· New standards to improve the flow of traffic within the parking lot, keeping drivers and pedestrians safer.

These new regulations represent the first PlaNYC 2030 land use changes to come before the Council for a vote.

“This citywide zoning text amendment will go a long way to improve the aesthetics of large parking lots while reducing the urban heat island effect, achieving cleaner air quality for all,” said Land Use Committee Chair Melinda Katz. “I would like to thank the Department of City Planning for bringing this amendment forward.”
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