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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I am Council

          3  Member Helen Diane Foster, Chair of the Parks

          4  Committee. We have been joined by Council Member

          5  Dennis Gallagher from Queens, and Council Member

          6  Letitia James from Brooklyn. Council Member Addabbo

          7  is on the way.

          8                 First, let me apologize for being

          9  late. I really did leave on time. I was just on the

         10  West Side Highway. I should have taken the FDR, but

         11  I listened to 1010 and they told me the West Side

         12  Highway was moving.

         13                 Anyway, today we are renaming 64

         14  throughways and public places. I received a letter

         15  last night by fax from Council Member Helen Sears

         16  who has three name changes in her district, and

         17  unfortunately could not be here today to testify,

         18  but Council Member Sears is, the three names are

         19  actually, one is after a little girl who was gunned

         20  down in the district, another is after an

         21  abolitionist who pastored a church in her district,

         22  and the third is after, I believe, a firefighter or

         23  a police officer who perished in 9/11, but she

         24  wanted to make sure that her absence was excused,

         25  even though she's not on the Committee.
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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 I understand we have no testimony, so

          3  we can go right to the vote.

          4                 So, when you're ready, Carmen.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Foster.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         11  Chair, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

         12  vote?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Absolutely.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I want to

         15  thank you, Madam Chair, for bringing this bill

         16  before us today, and I'd like to also thank my

         17  colleague, Council Member Diana Reyna, who has

         18  introduced a section of this bill which will be

         19  named Pauline Leblond Way.

         20                 Pauline I knew for many, many years

         21  as a community activist extraordinare within both my

         22  community and Council Member Reyna's district. She

         23  is President of the Stockholm Street Block

         24  Association, a member of the 104th Precinct,

         25  Community Council, member of the Ridgewood Property
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          2  Owners and Civic Association, a member of the

          3  Citizens for a better Ridgewood, and she

          4  single-handedly led the fight to attain landmark

          5  status for the street in which she lived, Stockholm

          6  Street, which she also served as the Stockholm

          7  Street Block Association President.

          8                 She was a remarkable woman who was

          9  feisty and strong-willed, and it is great to know

         10  that that block will forever be named Pauline

         11  Leblond Way, and I certainly appreciate the

         12  Committee taking this vote today on this issue, and

         13  I proudly will vote aye on this legislation.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         15  three in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

         16  no abstentions, all items are adopted.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I'm going to ask

         18  that the vote remain open because we have people on

         19  the way. And as I was looking through, I noticed

         20  that we were naming a street in the Bronx after one

         21  of the police officers that was shot in the line of

         22  duty, and often times you hear people kind of

         23  dismiss the street renaming, and it's unfortunate,

         24  because just as you said, Council Member Gallagher,

         25  after these people have gone, there is something
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          2  that they'll be remembered by.

          3                 So, if we could keep it open, and

          4  having, seeing no other testimony, we're done. Thank

          5  you guys.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:20 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 24th day of October 2006.
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