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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to including environmental concerns as an interest of the New York City Building Code.
Building Code:
Amends section 28-101.2. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On June 22, 2010, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on a legislative package of bills related to enhancing the energy efficiency of buildings.  This committee report discusses Int. No. 267, “A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to including environmental concerns as an interest of the New York City Building Code.” 
By enacting Local Law 22 of 2008, New York City committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 30% by 2017 for government operations and by 30% citywide by 2030. PlaNYC, the City’s comprehensive sustainability plan, sets an additional goal of reducing New York City’s daily water use by 60 million gallons.  Buildings are responsible for about 75% of our greenhouse gas emissions
 and 85% of our water use, making improved building efficiency a crucial component of reaching these environmental goals. 
Recognizing the important role of building performance, Mayor Bloomberg and Speaker Quinn convened the New York City Green Codes Task Force in July of 2008.  The Task Force was composed of industry experts, union representatives, tenant advocates, environmentalists, academics, developers, buildings owners, and representatives of City agencies as well as the Mayor’s Office and the Speaker’s Office. This group was divided into nine technical committees, a steering committee, and an industry advisory committee. After two years of work examining each of New York City’s building codes, the Task Force presented 111 recommendations for “greening the codes.” The recommended improvements are intended to raise the bar for environmental performance in buildings throughout the City.   Int. No. 267 is one of nine bills before the committee today that are the first of these recommendations to come before the Council as proposed legislation. The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings and other persons interested in this legislation.
Int. No. 267

Bill section one would provide the bill’s statement of findings and purpose.  In particular, this section would indicate that the importance of environmental concerns is currently not expressly recognized under the New York City Building Code, despite the fact that environmental risks are frequently likely to affect New York City buildings and their occupants.  Bill section one would also note that the Council therefore finds that environmental concerns should be included as a guiding principle and interest in the New York City Building Code (Building Code).

Bill section two would amend §28-101.2 of the Building Code which is entitled “Intent”.  Currently, this section provides that the purpose of the Building Code “is to provide reasonable minimum requirements and standards, based upon current scientific and engineering knowledge, experience and techniques, and the utilization of modern machinery, equipment, materials, and forms and methods of construction, for the regulation of building construction in the city of New York in the interest of public safety, health and welfare, and with due regard for building construction and maintenance costs”.  Int. No. 267 would add “the environment” to the list of interests for which regulation of building construction in the City takes place, so that the law would provide that such regulation takes place “in the interest of public safety, health, welfare, and the environment…”  
Bill section three would provide that this local law would take effect immediately.

Int. No. 267
By Council Member Gennaro, Barron, Brewer, Chin, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Lander, Recchia and Sanders

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to including environmental concerns as an interest of the New York City Building Code.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Statement of findings and purpose.  The importance of environmental concerns is currently not expressly recognized under the New York City Building Code, despite the fact that environmental risks are frequently likely to affect New York City buildings and their occupants.  The Council therefore finds that environmental concerns should be included as a guiding principle and interest in the New York City Building Code.

§2.  Section 28-101 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§28-101.2 Intent. The purpose of this code is to provide reasonable minimum requirements and standards, based upon current scientific and engineering knowledge, experience and techniques, and the utilization of modern machinery, equipment, materials, and forms and methods of construction, for the regulation of building construction in the city of New York in the interest of public safety, health [and], welfare, and the environment, and with due regard for building construction and maintenance costs.


§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately.   

LS #533
6/4/10 11 am

db
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