MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
Int. No. ____
In Relation to Supporting Veteran Vendors
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS
This bill would amend the membership of the Street Vendor Advisory Board to include the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services, or their designee, and would increase the number of Speaker-appointed members to include a representative of the veteran community. The legislation would also require the Department of Veterans’ Services to post information regarding resources and support for veteran vendors on its website.
JUSTIFICATION
Veterans possess many of the qualities associated with successful entrepreneurship, including discipline, resilience, adaptability, and leadership. For many veterans, street vending and mobile food vending provide an accessible path toward self-employment, economic independence, and reintegration into civilian life.
Despite this, veteran vendors often face unique barriers navigating the City’s complex vending regulations, licensing requirements, and support systems. While New York City has created a Street Vendor Advisory Board to help inform policy and improve communication with vendors, veterans currently lack formal representation within that structure.
This legislation would ensure that veterans have a voice in discussions affecting the street vending community by adding both the Department of Veterans’ Services and a representative of the veteran community to the advisory board. Including veteran perspectives will help policymakers better understand the challenges veteran vendors face and improve coordination between City agencies and veteran-serving organizations.
Additionally, requiring the Department of Veterans’ Services to publish relevant vendor resources online will improve awareness of available programs, licensing information, and business support opportunities for veterans seeking economic opportunity through vending.
This is a practical, low-cost measure that promotes entrepreneurship, workforce participation, and economic mobility among veterans.
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
This is a new introduction.
FISCAL IMPACT
To be determined by the Finance Division.

