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          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Welcome to this

          3  meeting of the Public Safety Committee. We decided

          4  to take up SWMP because Sanitation can't get its act

          5  together, so we're going to handle it.

          6                 Garodnick told me I could only joke

          7  if I vote no, but we're not doing anything to do

          8  with SWMP. This is the Public Safety Committee,

          9  we're voting out a number of gun bills right now,

         10  and we're going to hold the record open for a number

         11  of other members who are not here.

         12                 We are joined this morning by Council

         13  Member Katz, Council Member Garodnick, Council

         14  Member Oddo, Dilan, Yassky and myself, which gives

         15  us a quorum.

         16                 Today we'll be voting on four pieces

         17  of ground-breaking legislation. The first, obviously

         18  these, all of this legislation was put together by

         19  the Speaker and the Mayor together, and I want to

         20  commend them for their cooperation. They'll go a

         21  long way to combatting gun violence here in New York

         22  City.

         23                 Proposed Intro. 362-A is the Gun

         24  Offender Registration Act. This is the first of its

         25  kind in the entire country. This will require that
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          2  anyone convicted of a gun offense here in New York

          3  City would have to register at the Police

          4  Department, and continue to register every six

          5  months for a four-year period.

          6                 This will ensure that we keep track

          7  of our most violent offenders. As many people know,

          8  anyone convicted of a gun offense is four times more

          9  likely to kill someone down the road, and if they do

         10  not register, that the misdemeanor punishment will

         11  buy a year in jail, so we can also put gun offenders

         12  back in jail.

         13                 Like I said, the first of its kind in

         14  the country. Proposed Intro. 363 require City gun

         15  dealers to do physical inspections twice a year, as

         16  opposed to the once a year they're doing it now.

         17                 As many people know, especially gun

         18  experts like Council Member Yassky, the biggest

         19  source of illegal guns are the so-called lost guns,

         20  and if dealers are losing them on purpose, this will

         21  make it harder for them. If they're losing it by

         22  accident, this will make it easier for them to keep

         23  track, and for the Police Department to keep track.

         24                 Proposed Intro. 364 will limit

         25  handgun purchases to one every 90 days. This will
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          2  make it much more difficult for gun traffickers to

          3  purchase guns through straw buyers, people who

          4  purchase large amounts of guns and give them to

          5  other people.

          6                 And lastly, proposed Intro. 365-A

          7  will prohibit guns from being painted in toy-like

          8  colors. As many have heard recently, there are kits

          9  which can color guns to make them look like toys,

         10  which is just obscene basically. We will be making

         11  those gun coloration kits illegal.

         12                 So, I'm going to need to call a vote

         13  in a moment. We will take a brief recess.

         14                 (Recess taken.)

         15                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: All right, we do

         16  have Billy.

         17                 Billy, please call the vote.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         19  Vallone.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I'm sorry,

         21  before I do this, let me give Council Member Yassky,

         22  who has been the champion of all these gun bills and

         23  then many other gun bills, a moment to be heard.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Well, thank
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          2  you, Chair Vallone. I simply would commend you for

          3  moving these through the Committee so speedily. And

          4  I note that I'm not listed as a sponsor of 362-A. I

          5  would ask permission to be listed as a sponsor, as

          6  well. And thank you very much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Okay, Council

          8  Member Jackson would also like a chance to be heard,

          9  since he will not get a chance to explain his vote,

         10  since he's not on the Committee.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Chair.

         13                 Obviously, this is an extremely

         14  important issue for all of the citizens of our great

         15  City in the safety and security of all people,

         16  knowing that individuals that are trying to hide the

         17  fact that they have a real gun, painting them colors

         18  in which would symbolize that they are not real and

         19  fake.

         20                 And Mr. Chair, and members of the

         21  Committee, let me just say that a recent incident in

         22  my district on 144th District between Seventh and

         23  Eighth Avenue where someone was killed and some

         24  young people and adults were shot as a result of gun

         25  violence, and I'll just say that I appreciate you,
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          2  Mr. Chair, and the Speaker for taking the lead on

          3  this particular matter and moving forward this bill

          4  that would make it a violation of the law to paint

          5  any guns the colors of illegal guns. Thank you for

          6  moving forward with this, knowing that I who

          7  represent parts of Harlem, Washington Heights and

          8  Inwood, support it wholeheartedly.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

         11  Council member, also for your attendance here this

         12  morning.

         13                 Okay, Clerk, please call the vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         15  Vallone.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I proudly vote

         17  aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. Chair, I'd

         20  like a brief moment to explain my vote.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Of course.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: First I want to

         23  commend you, Mr. Chair, for your leadership, not

         24  only on handguns, but also rifles, as you have done

         25  in the past.
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          2                 I'd like to publicly commend the

          3  Mayor because he started off this term targeting

          4  guns across the country and here in New York City,

          5  and he's taken it from rhetoric to actual

          6  legislation. So, I want to credit him for that. And

          7  the Speaker as well, and I just want to proudly vote

          8  in favor of all these bills, in honor of all the

          9  people who have died needlessly because of legal or

         10  illegal handguns throughout the City, especially in

         11  light of the fact that a young Queens's girl was

         12  killed just recently. So, I hope this is the

         13  beginning. I hope there is a lot more work that we

         14  are ready to do to make this City safer from guns. I

         15  vote aye on all.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Mr. Chairman,
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          2  can I be excused to just quickly explain my vote?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Normally I

          5  criticize my friends on the left for breaking out

          6  the slippery slope argument. In my mind, when you're

          7  losing on the merits, you whip that baby out and it

          8  instills a lot of fear. If we allow you to do this,

          9  eventually you will do that.

         10                 Ironically I see it's my friends on

         11  the right in this instance who are breaking out the

         12  slippery slope argument.

         13                 I don't think that any legal gun

         14  owner has anything to fear or resent in any of these

         15  four pieces of legislation. But I hear a lot of

         16  talk, and I've received a lot of criticism for being

         17  a sponsor of these bills. Talk about, well, if you

         18  do this tomorrow, they're going to do that.

         19                 I don't buy into the slippery slope

         20  argument. I'm proud to be a sponsor of these bills.

         21  I'm proud of Chairman Vallone and this Council and

         22  Mayor Bloomberg when it comes to this.

         23                 And as I said previously in this

         24  Chamber, I have a lot of permitted legal gun owners

         25  in my district, and I have to represent them, but I
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          2  also represent a lot of police officers, so if I'm

          3  going to make a mistake or error on some side, I'm

          4  going to err on the side of those law enforcement

          5  officers. I proudly vote yes on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          7  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          8  abstentions, all items have been adopted.

          9                 Council Members, please sign the

         10  Committee reports. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Let me also

         12  state that in addition to these gun bills, in order

         13  to combat gun violence, this Council also insisted

         14  on and received 1,200 more police officers on our

         15  streets, in addition, equipped them with

         16  state-of-the-art vests, 18,000 vests so that when

         17  they are removing guns from the street, they will be

         18  as safe as it is possible to be.

         19                 So, I wanted to thank all of our

         20  Committee members, and also mention that we are

         21  joined this morning by the Youth Police Academy from

         22  Manhattan North who is up in the balcony.

         23                 I wish all of us could be that quiet

         24  and organized. You guys will be great.

         25                 And hopefully we're looking at some
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          2  of our future police officers up there. If we can

          3  ever help you, this is the City Council, that's what

          4  we try to do.

          5                 So, thank you all for joining us.

          6  Thank you, Committee members, for being here on time

          7  for voting, and I look forward to voting this out at

          8  the Stated.

          9                 I'm going to hold the vote open.

         10  Thanks.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         14  seven.

         15                 Council Member Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         19  Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         22  nine.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         24  Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          4  ten in the affirmative.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:02 a.m.)
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