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Today the Committee will conduct an oversight hearing on the New York City Housing Authority, the Department of Buildings and the Department of Housing, Preservation and Development.

The Committee on Housing and Buildings has jurisdiction over the New York City Housing Authority, the Department of Buildings and the Department of Housing, Preservation and Development.  New York City Charter §29(a)(2) provides that “[e]ach standing committee of the council shall hold at least one hearing each year relating to the activities of each of the agencies under its jurisdiction.”  The purpose of this hearing is to examine several areas and activities performed by these agencies.

· New York City Housing Authority

The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) strives to provide decent and affordable housing for low income City residents.  According to the Mayor’s Management Report for Fiscal 2000, NYCHA currently manages and maintains 346 public housing developments with 181,000 units housing nearly 535,000 residents including an estimated 105,000 persons living doubled up.  In addition, through the federally funded Section 8 Existing Housing Program, NYCHA uses certificates and vouchers to assist an additional 75,171 families in private apartments.  NYCHA also manages the new construction and rehabilitation of public housing buildings and units.  As a part of its stated mission, NYCHA focuses on providing a myriad of social services to help address the needs of its residents.

· Department of Buildings

The Department of Buildings (DOB) oversees the construction and alteration of buildings in the City.  As a part of its responsibilities, DOB enforces the Building Code, the Electrical Code, the Zoning Resolution, the State Multiple Dwelling Law, and other laws related to construction activity including energy, safety and labor laws.  DOB has jurisdiction over more than 900,000 buildings, and its role includes the approval, permitting, and inspection of construction work, plumbing, elevators, electrical wiring, and boilers, as well as the licensing of trades people.  According to its stated mission, DOB regularly inspects major new buildings under construction for compliance with public safety regulations.

· Housing Preservation and Development

New York City’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) uses a variety of preservation, development and enforcement strategies to help improve the availability, affordability and quality of housing in the City.  HPD strives to accomplish its goals by working with private, public and community partners to strengthen neighborhoods and enable more New Yorkers to become homeowners or to rent well-maintained, affordable housing.  The agency is also responsible for ensuring that tenants have decent, safe and sanitary housing.

In accordance with its mission, HPD endeavors to promote the preservation and improvement of existing housing stock by providing loan assistance, educational courses and code enforcement.  HPD also strives to promote the production of affordable housing by encouraging the cost-effective development of housing.  HPD promotes a comprehensive community development scheme by conveying City-owned properties, both occupied and vacant, to responsible private owners, while promoting retail development, homeownership initiatives and community partnerships.

· The New York City Charter
Attached to this briefing paper is a copy of the relevant New York City Charter provisions which describe the respective powers and duties of Department of Buildings, (Chapter 26, §§641 – 649), and the Department of Housing, Preservation and Development, (Chapter 61, §§1800 – 1804).
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