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          1  FILM, THEATER AND BROADCASTING

          2                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: I see

          3  Commissioner Scott here from the film industry.

          4  Commissioner, sit down for one minute, how is the

          5  film industry?

          6                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: Great.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: I think you

          8  are going to be the fastest Commissioner to testify

          9  today.

         10                 State your name, please.

         11                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: I am

         12  Patricia Reade-Scott, I am the Commissioner for the

         13  Mayor's Office of Film, Theater and Broadcasting.

         14                 We released last month, actually the

         15  month before last month, January, the numbers for

         16  1988 (sic), they are up again. It is our fifth

         17  record-breaking year of production.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Good.

         19                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: We have

         20  done a great deal of work in feature films and in

         21  television series, we have many more on the air than

         22  we have ever had in terms of dramatic series in

         23  many, many years, since the 1960s.

         24                 We have been in constant production

         25  with no lulls. It is a little quite at the moment,
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          2  but it looks like it will heat up again as the

          3  spring comes on, but we have asked for four

          4  additional staff in this budget who are field

          5  representatives to be out amongst the communities

          6  and on location so that we can do a little quicker

          7  response to any problems in balancing the equities

          8  with communities and productions.

          9                 I think that is going to make a

         10  significant difference, because we have pretty much

         11  always have operated with a permit as a kind of

         12  contract that is executed in the field, and while

         13  the police cover some of those sets, where they are

         14  elaborately working in the streets doing stunts and

         15  things of that nature, really we don't have a rep on

         16  site. We will have people circuit riding, reporting

         17  back, working closely for notifications and also to

         18  solve problems on the day of, rather than us having

         19  complaints that come to you and us after there is

         20  nothing to be done about it.

         21                 So, we think there will be a further

         22  improvement, as there has been in the last few

         23  months, with elected officials, community board reps

         24  and the people in general about how the day-to-day

         25  activity in the street has worked out so that nobody
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          2  is in an uproar about it.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Okay, a quick

          4  question. How much money does the film industry

          5  bring into the City of New York?

          6                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: Last year

          7  $2.6 billion, direct expenditures, which we believe

          8  ten percent comes to us directly in revenues,

          9  meaning $260 million in revenues that are added to

         10  the up side of the budget.

         11                 I will just mention to you, our web

         12  site has the tech list which has where you can get

         13  work. That is also on our fax back system, both are

         14  obviously available 24 hours a day. We are getting

         15  25,000 hits a month on the web site primarily for

         16  that tech list.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Okay, and one

         18  other question.

         19                 There was a proposal, still is, for a

         20  state-of-the-art communication studio on the piers

         21  on the west side, upper west in the forties where

         22  the cruise ships were; do you know of any status on

         23  that?

         24                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: It is very

         25  close to resolution but not quite announced as yet.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Thank you.

          3                 Any questions?

          4                 Thank you, Commissioner.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Yes, I do.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Yes, Council

          7  Member Carrion.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Yes, very

          9  quickly. I am sorry. Thank you.

         10                 I just want to be clear. Your office

         11  is responsible for the development of --

         12                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT:

         13  Entertainment.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:-- Production

         15  studio space as well?

         16                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: Well, we do

         17  take a role in that, because we can only expand now

         18  if we can build more large stages so we could have

         19  more television series and more film set builds,

         20  because we have got as much on the street as we can

         21  reasonably manage.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Okay.

         23                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: And it is a

         24  cyclical business, there will be a fall-off at some

         25  point from the levels that we are at, because that
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          2  is an inevitable cycle.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Right. There

          4  is always fear that there is less demand and you are

          5  left with excess space.

          6                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: Well, there

          7  is that. But also the reality is that sometimes we

          8  lose the opportunity to field a television series --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Because you

         10  don't have the space.

         11                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: -- Because

         12  we don't have the space. It is a chicken and egg

         13  struggle.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Have you

         15  determined a level of space that is adequate?

         16                 I mean, what is our space need? If we

         17  lived in an ideal world, if you have an opportunity

         18  to create the amount of production studio space in

         19  the City of New York that you could, and that the

         20  market would accept, what would that be?

         21                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: Between

         22  seven or eight stages larger than 20,000 square

         23  feet, with a height of 45 feet, with HVAC, no

         24  windows, sound secure, and adequate parking and

         25  adequate space for ancillary facilities.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Every hear of

          3  the Kingbridge Armory?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: I have a site

          5  for you.

          6                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: I love that

          7  armory but the trains go by, it has asbestos

          8  problems, it has roof leaks and so much money would

          9  have to go into the solving of those problems before

         10  it became a studio, that it becomes cost -- that

         11  much more tough to make it cost-effective.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Yes. I

         13  wouldn't eliminate it as an option so quickly.

         14                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: I don't,

         15  but I have been trying to make it a reality for

         16  years and those have been, you know, the chronic

         17  issues that keep it from coming into play.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Sure.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Maybe you

         20  should liaison here a little more closely.

         21                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: I would be

         22  happy to talk to you about that.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Very good.
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          2                 Thank you, Commissioner.

          3                 COMMISSIONER READE-SCOTT: Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON O'DONOVAN: Now Economic

          5  Development Corporation, Charles Millard.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.
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         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way
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