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    MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:


A resolution to urge the State Legislature to reject demands to dismantle or abolish Community School Boards in the City of New York.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION:


Resolution

SUBMITTED BY:


The Honorable G. Oliver Koppell


Council Member

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:


The State Legislature is currently considering changes in the structure and governance of the school system in the City of New York. Some elected officials and other advocates have recommended the abolition of the Central Board of Education as well as the dismantling of Community School Boards.  


The purpose of elected Community School Boards is to give parents and other citizens the right to have a voice in the establishment of the educational policy for their children’s schools and to provide for local oversight over the administration of the schools by parents and the public. The local school boards meet on a regular basis in each of the City’s school districts and give parents and other citizens the ability to express opinions, concerns, complaints and set forth proposals with respect to the schools in their neighborhoods. 


The abolition of Community School Boards will completely eliminate a local voice in the administration of local schools. Additionally, the abolition of Community School Boards will seriously undermine the ability of many individuals, minority groups and local community-based organizations that cannot have their views heard in a citywide forum. In sum, this resolution contends on behalf of the City Council that this is not a time for less democracy in the governmental processes of our City. 

