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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning.

          3                 Today we are hearing two items

          4  concerning Business Improvement Districts.

          5                 First, we have Intro. No. 323, which

          6  would authorize budget increases for five Business

          7  Improvement Districts. Increasing the maximum amount

          8  BIDs are allowed to spend must be approved by local

          9  law.

         10                 The statute authorizing the

         11  establishment of BIDs and amendments to the district

         12  plan provides that this local law can be adopted if

         13  the Council makes the following findings:

         14                 1) That it is in the public interest

         15  to authorize the increases.

         16                 2) That the tax and debt limit set

         17  out in the BID laws will not be exceeded.

         18                 3) That the notice of the proposed

         19  budget increases were properly made by publication

         20  in a newsletter, in a newspaper.

         21                 In addition, although the BID law

         22  only requires notice of this action by publication,

         23  we informed the Department of Small Business

         24  Services at the hearing in April when we set today's

         25  hearing date, that we would like to see notices
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          2  mailed to all property owners of the five BIDs in

          3  the proposed budget increases and the date for

          4  today's hearing.

          5                 So, today we will only consider

          6  granting the increases to those BIDs that DSBS

          7  assures us have mailed the agreed upon notice to all

          8  property owners in the district.

          9                 We will also consider Reso No. 298,

         10  which will begin the local law-making process for

         11  the establishment of a new BID in Manhattan, the

         12  Madison 23rd Street Flatiron Chelsea BID, not to be

         13  confused with the Madison Avenue BID, which we heard

         14  testimony on at the last Finance Committee meeting.

         15                 The resolution sets May 19th as the

         16  date this Committee will take up the local law to

         17  establish the BID. At that time we will hear all

         18  those who may be affected by the establishment of

         19  the BID for which to speak and then we will adjourn

         20  until the statutory objection period has run before

         21  we actually act on a local law.

         22                 DSBS has provided us with a corrected

         23  page for the district plan because two properties

         24  included in the district, and shown on the map, were

         25  inadvertently omitted from the list of included
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          2  properties.

          3                 This page is attached to the back of

          4  your BID packet. We will now hear from Assistant

          5  Commissioner of the Department of Small Business

          6  Services, George Glatter.

          7                 Let me introduce my colleagues that

          8  are here. On the far left, Council Member Simcha

          9  Felder, Brooklyn. Next to him is Council Member

         10  Helen Sears from Queens. Next to her is Council

         11  Member Mike McMahon from Staten Island, Council

         12  Member Gale Brewer from Manhattan, Council Member

         13  Mike Nelson from Brooklyn, Council Member Margarita

         14  Lopez from Manhattan, and our majority leader Joel

         15  Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member Madeline

         16  Provenzano from the Bronx, and Council Member Lew

         17  Fidler from Brooklyn. And on my immediate right is

         18  Jim Caras, Counsel to the Finance Committee.

         19                 Mr. Glatter.

         20                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Okay,

         21  thank you very much. And good morning, Mr. Chairman

         22  and members of the Finance Committee.

         23                 I'm George Glatter. I'm Assistant

         24  Commissioner at the Department of Small Business

         25  Services.
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          2                 SBS supports the law providing an

          3  increase in the amount to be expended in five

          4  Business Improvement Districts.

          5                 As required by law, the five BIDs

          6  published a notice of the public hearing at least

          7  once in a local newspaper having general circulation

          8  within the district.

          9                 Specifying a time when and a place

         10  where the hearing could be held, and stating the

         11  proposed amount to be expended annually.

         12                 In addition, the BID certified that

         13  they have mailed a letter to property owners

         14  informing them about the proposed increases, and the

         15  time and place of this public hearing.

         16                 The five BIDs requesting increases of

         17  annual expenditures decided to further expand,

         18  reinforce and strengthen existing core services

         19  currently provided in the business districts.

         20                 The five BIDs, who wish to increase

         21  the amount to be expended annually for the period

         22  which began July 1st, 2003, are 34th Street, which

         23  is going to $8,198,500; 82nd Street in Queens, which

         24  would be $187,000; Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn,

         25  $314,520; 47th Street, the Diamond District in
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          2  Manhattan, to $331,367; and Columbus/Amsterdam

          3  Avenue in Manhattan to $201,600.

          4                 The City's BID supplement City

          5  sanitation and public safety services, promote

          6  business through marketing initiatives, public

          7  events, enhance the City's physical environment

          8  through streetscape improvement projects, and

          9  engaged local communities through youth and summer

         10  employment programs.

         11                 In addition, BIDs in partnership with

         12  the City government help create jobs, improve the

         13  quality of life of New Yorkers, and visitors,

         14  enhance the City's tax base and strengthen the local

         15  economy, and there are representatives of those five

         16  BIDs here today.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Glatter.

         20                 Any questions for Mr. Glatter?

         21                 We have been joined by Deputy

         22  Majority Leader Bill Perkins from Manhattan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Good morning,

         24  sir.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: On Simcha
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          2  Felder's far left.

          3                 No questions? Council Member Oddo,

          4  did you have a question? Oh, we've been joined by

          5  Councilman Oddo, our Minority Leader.

          6                 Thank you, Council Member Provenzano.

          7                 Okay, I think we need two members for

          8  a quorum.

          9                 Mr. Glatter, do you have a statement

         10  on the BID reso?

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: On

         12  the Flatiron?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes.

         14                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Yes,

         15  I do.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Could you give

         17  that and then we'll vote on both?

         18                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Sure.

         19                 Okay, on Flatiron, SBS supports the

         20  City Council resolution setting the date, time and

         21  place for the public hearing concerning the

         22  establishment of the Madison Square, 23rd Street,

         23  Flatiron Chelsea Business Improvement District in

         24  the Borough of Manhattan.

         25                 The Flatiron 23rd Street Steering
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          2  Committee, that's how the BID is actually going to

          3  be known, as Flatiron 23rd Street, it's too long a

          4  name otherwise, has successfully completed the

          5  outreach work consistent with SBS program rules.

          6                 In addition, SBS has reviewed the

          7  boundaries of the proposed Flatiron 23rd Street BID,

          8  and found the boundaries to be acceptable.

          9                 SBS will arrange for the publication

         10  of the summary of the City Council resolution at

         11  least once in the City Record, the Flatiron 23rd

         12  Street Steering Committee will arrange the mailing

         13  of a summary of the resolution, as required by the

         14  BID law.

         15                 Lastly, and as you've mentioned

         16  already for the record, SBS submitted a revised

         17  Exhibit 3 of the Madison Square 23rd Flatiron

         18  Chelsea District Plan in order to include two

         19  omitted buildings from that exhibit.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: If everybody

         22  could just stay in the room, we're just going to

         23  gather the rest of the quorum.

         24                 In Albany they lock the doors, but we

         25  won't do that.
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          2                 Intro. 323 and Reso 298 for one vote.

          3                 Call the roll.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes. Anything

         10  Madeline says.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes, and I

         17  want to add that although the Columbus Amsterdam BID

         18  is not in my district, it's in Council Member Reed,

         19  I know their terrific work and I want to

         20  congratulate them. Thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye. But I just

          5  want to note that the 82nd Street BID is here and I

          6  want to thank them for showing up for a vote. They

          7  do their good work. Thank you very much to Mr. Gross

          8  and Shaheda (phonetic).

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the

         14  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         16                 Council Members, please sign the

         17  Committee reports. Thank you.

         18                 The roll will be held open by the

         19  request of the Chair.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Rules

         21  Committee will be meeting here in five minutes. In

         22  this room. Rules.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         24  DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is now 14 in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          6  abstentions.

          7                 (Council Members Gioia, Gallagher,

          8  Quinn, Lopez, Jackson, Boyland, Gennaro and

          9  Moskowitz subsequently voted aye. The vote now

         10  stands at 22 in the affirmative, none in the

         11  negative, and no abstentions.)

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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