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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good afternoon,

          3  and welcome to today's Finance Committee hearing.

          4                 My name is David Weprin. I chair the

          5  Committee.

          6                 Today we have a number of items on

          7  our agenda. We have two budget-related items and one

          8  Business Improvement District item. The first

          9  budget-related item is an expense housekeeping

         10  budget modification, MN 1, that will reallocate

         11  appropriations in the Fiscal 2008 adopted budget of

         12  the City Council local initiatives and transfer

         13  funds for discretionary allocation.

         14                 Additionally, we have a preconsidered

         15  resolution related to the mod that will provide

         16  further clean-up. In an effort to make the budget

         17  process more transparent, the Council is providing a

         18  list of separate and apart from revised schedule C,

         19  setting forth the organizations receiving Council

         20  discretionary funds. If anyone has a potential

         21  conflict of interest with any of the organizations

         22  that are attached, you might want to disclose that

         23  at the time of your vote.

         24                 Lastly, we have a preconsidered BID

         25  resolution which will start the law-making process
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          2  for the creation of the Southern Boulevard BID in

          3  the Bronx. The resolution sets November 15th as the

          4  date this Committee will consider the local law to

          5  establish the BID. On such date we will hear all

          6  those that may be affected by the establishment of

          7  the BID, then we will adjourn until the statutory

          8  30-day objection period has run, before we actually

          9  vote on the local law.

         10                 This BID is in Council Member Maria

         11  Carmen Arroyo's district, and I am told that she

         12  supports the creation of this BID. Let me introduce

         13  my colleagues that are here. We have Council Member

         14  Helen Sears from Queens, Council Member Eric Gioia

         15  from Queens, our Majority Leader Council Member Joel

         16  Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member Maria Baez

         17  from the Bronx, our Minority Leader Council Member

         18  Jim Oddo from Staten Island and Brooklyn. Our Deputy

         19  Majority Leader Council Member Leroy Comrie from

         20  Queens, Council Member Oliver Koppell from the

         21  Bronx, Council Member Mike McMahon from Staten

         22  Island, and Council Member Robert Jackson from

         23  Manhattan.

         24                 We will now hear from Assistant

         25  Commissioner of the Department of Small Business
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          2  Services, Jeremy Waldrup.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP: Thank

          4  you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: And we have

          6  Council Member Diana Reyna from Queens and Brooklyn,

          7  Council Member Eric Gioia from Queens and Council

          8  Member Bill DeBlasio from Brooklyn.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP: Thank

         11  you.

         12                 Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and

         13  members of the Finance Committee. I am Jeremy

         14  Waldrup, an Assistant Commissioner of the Department

         15  of Small Business Services.

         16                 SBS supports the City Council

         17  Resolution scheduling the public hearing concerning

         18  the establishment of the Southern Boulevard Business

         19  Improvement District in the Borough of the Bronx.

         20                 The Southern Boulevard BID Steering

         21  Committee has successfully completed outreach work

         22  consistent with SBS Program rules. In addition, SBS

         23  has reviewed the boundaries of the proposed Southern

         24  Boulevard BID, and found these boundaries to be

         25  acceptable.
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          2                 The proposed BID includes properties

          3  on both sides of Southern Boulevard, between 163rd

          4  Street, and 167th Street, Westchester Avenue between

          5  Fox Street and Hoe Avenue (phonetic). SBS will

          6  arrange the publication of the summary of the City

          7  Council resolution, at least once in the City

          8  Record. The Southern Boulevard BID Steering

          9  Committee will also arrange a mailing of the summary

         10  resolution as required by law.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you. Any

         13  questions for Mr. Waldrup?

         14                 Seeing none, I'm going to couple the

         15  BID and the Budget Modification, and if anybody has

         16  a disclosure to make about a potential conflict of

         17  any of the groups that were mentioned, or that will

         18  be mentioned, you have an opportunity to do it at

         19  the time of your  vote.

         20                 If for some reason you discover some

         21  of the items after the fact, you can disclose it at

         22  a later date as well.

         23                 Call the roll.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'd like to
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          2  explain my vote. I vote aye, but I'd like to

          3  disclose that my wife works at LaGuardia Community

          4  College, which is one of the items that is receiving

          5  additional funding. Although she is not paid by

          6  LaGuardia Community College, she is paid by the

          7  Research Foundation of CUNY and she works in the

          8  grants office, and my mother is also an unpaid Board

          9  member of the Queens Botanical Gardens, which is

         10  also one of the groups that's going to receive

         11  funding in this budget modification. But I vote aye

         12  on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye and

         17  I also would like to disclose I am supporting the

         18  funding for Los Sures Davis Santiago Senior Center

         19  (phonetic), where my mother-in-law is a paid

         20  employee of this institution, as well as supporting

         21  funding for the Striking Viking Story Pirates, where

         22  my sister-in-law is a founding member of this

         23  particular institution as well.

         24                 I proudly vote aye on the matters

         25  today. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I vote aye,

          8  and I'd like to disclose that my wife works at

          9  Maimonides Medical Center in Brooklyn, which is one

         10  of the institutions being funded today. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I'd

         13  like to disclose -- I'm once again pleased to vote

         14  on this, and I'm proud to support funding for the

         15  Queens Museum of Art, which has provided service

         16  throughout Queens, and in particular has provided

         17  after school programming at IS 125 in my district.

         18  The program was a huge success last year, and the

         19  school is excited to work with the Museum again.

         20                 In the interest of full disclosure

         21  and transparency, I'd like to vote for the record

         22  that my wife Lisa, who is the Principal of the Estha

         23  Group, a fundraising group, has been retained to be

         24  a consultant for the Queens Museum of Art. And I

         25  vote yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Chair, I

          4  had disclosed last year in voting on the budget --

          5  this year rather, that I am the Chair of the

          6  Advisory Committee for the Campaign for Fiscal

          7  Equity, which had received funding. I assume that

          8  this is still in place, as far as in this particular

          9  package. So, I want to fully disclose that I am the

         10  Chair of the Advisory Committee for the Campaign for

         11  Fiscal Equity that has received City money last year

         12  and this year. I do not receive any salary or any

         13  type of remuneration whatsoever. So, other than

         14  that, I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chair,

         17  may I be excused from voting?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, you may.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I do not

         20  serve on the board of any of the organizations that

         21  are receiving funding, as noted in the budget, and

         22  some funding as noted from agencies, as a result of

         23  actions of the Council, however, I do serve on the

         24  Advisory Committee of the Riverdale Mental Health

         25  Association, which is receiving money, and it is
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          2  possible that one or another of the 501(c)(3)s that

          3  received some funding at my recommendation, that I

          4  may be posted on the advisory committee of those. I

          5  am not aware of those at this time. I will disclose

          6  them if it comes to my attention, but I am certain

          7  that I am not on the decision-making board of

          8  trustees of any of these organizations.

          9                 With that disclosure, I vote aye on

         10  the items on the calendar today.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: With leave to

         13  explain my vote, Mr. Chairman?

         14                 Like Council Member Koppell, I am on

         15  no boards any longer of non-profit organizations in

         16  my district, but certainly in terms of dinners and

         17  honorary chairs, when they list names, my name may

         18  well appear. But, again, none to my knowledge and

         19  none that receive funding today.

         20                 I would also like to disclose that I

         21  have two brothers who are engaged in the employment

         22  of being registered lobbyists. To the best of my

         23  knowledge, I should say I do not know their client

         24  list, and do not know of any clients of theirs who

         25  receive money through this, but I have no knowledge
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          2  of that but it may well be that that happens. But I

          3  don't know.

          4                 So, I disclose their involvement, and

          5  having said that, I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye. Aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes. And I must

         13  disclose I think it's quite peculiar that you all

         14  have to disclose the things that you have to

         15  disclose. This is so silly.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         17  Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Chair, I

         19  just received information that one of my employees,

         20  Pat, Patricia McCullough, she is a board member of

         21  the Inwood Rotary Club, which receives funding.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Fire her.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: She has not

         24  paid or received no remuneration whatsoever.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, then rehire
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          2  her.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: But under

          4  full disclosure, in filling out this form, it not

          5  only talked about myself or relatives, but any staff

          6  member.

          7                 So, she is a Board member of the

          8  Inwood Rotary Club, and have not received any salary

          9  or remuneration. Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Whenever he's

         12  finished, I'd like to be recognized again.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman,

         16  I'm reminded, I didn't think of it before, but since

         17  we're all making these disclosures, I am, by virtue

         18  I think of statute, an ex-officio Board member of

         19  the Wave Hill Environmental Center in my district.

         20                 And I assume, I'm going to look a

         21  little further into it, but I will disclose that I

         22  am ex-officio a member of that board. As I say, I

         23  guess it's by legislation. But I am a member of that

         24  board. I will have to look further into whether I

         25  need to remove myself.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any other

          5  confessions?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

          8  Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I confess that

         10  I don't have anything that I'm aware to confess

         11  about.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Councilman Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I want to

         14  confess that when I was a kid I watched the Little

         15  Rascals and I was an ex-officio member of the He Man

         16  Woman-Haters Club.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         18  Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         21  Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         25  the items have been adopted. Members, please sign
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          2  the Committee report. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Well, I'm going

          4  to keep the roll open for up to a half hour for

          5  those that are around the building, since we started

          6  late. Other than that, we're adjourned.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on Finance

         10  now stands at 16 in the affirmative, zero in the

         11  negative and zero abstentions.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 12:25 p.m.)
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