Int. No. 1062
By Council Members Chin, Menchaca, Johnson, Koo, Vacca, Rosenthal, Levin, Kallos and Ulrich
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the administration for children’s services to provide language classes to certain children in foster care
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 21-909 to read as follows:
§ 21-909 Language classes. a. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
Limited English proficient individual. The term “limited English proficient individual”  means an individual who identifies as being, or is evidently, unable to communicate meaningfully with ACS or ACS contractor personnel in English.
Primary language. The term “primary language” means the language in which a limited English proficient individual chooses to communicate with others.
b. ACS shall provide language classes to any child who is in the custody of ACS for at least 6 months and who was removed from the custody of parents or guardians that are limited English proficient individuals. Such classes shall be provided in the primary language of such child’s parents or guardians. ACS shall consult the child’s parents or guardians if such individuals in the same household speak different primary languages.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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