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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The New York

          3  City Committee on Environmental Protection will come

          4  to order.

          5                 Good morning. Good morning, everyone.

          6  Everybody is chipper here. It's going to be a very

          7  fast meeting. I'm Council Member Stanley Michels,

          8  and this is a hearing of the Committee on

          9  Environmental Protection. We're going to vote today

         10  on a proposed resolution 1721-A. It is a resolution

         11  that expresses support for the United States

         12  Environmental Protection Agency's Plan to implement

         13  a dredging plan to remove PCBs from the Hudson

         14  River.

         15                 Proposed Resolution 1721-A is the

         16  amended version of Resolution 1721, which was

         17  amended based on testimony delivered on the March

         18  29th hearing on this resolution, when extensive

         19  testimony was given, and on additional research by

         20  Committee staff.

         21                 As a result, two clauses of

         22  Resolution 1721 were amended. One of those clauses

         23  relates to the economic impact of the closure of the

         24  Hudson River commercial fishing industry from PCBs.

         25  This clause contained a monetary estimate of the
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          2  economic impact of the fishery closures that could

          3  not be verified, so the dollar figure was removed

          4  from the clause in the amended resolution. We do

          5  know it's a substantial figure, we just didn't have

          6  the exact amount.

          7                 Another clause in the resolution

          8  spoke to the issue of how long the river would take

          9  to recover from PCBs contamination without any

         10  active remediation. This clause has been reworded to

         11  be more specific and thereby less subject to

         12  misinterpretation.

         13                 As usual, this Committee has kept an

         14  open mind and listened to all who came to present

         15  testimony on this resolution. Some members of the

         16  Council also met privately with representatives of

         17  GE, who are also representatives of NBC, and with

         18  representatives of various environmental

         19  organizations.

         20                 We have considered all views on this

         21  important resolution and now the time has come to

         22  act. This Committee is committed to doing everything

         23  it can to promote a cleaner Hudson River for this

         24  and successive generations, and for that reason, I

         25  believe it is important that the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2  Committee support the PCB clean-up proposed by the

          3  USEPA, the United States Environmental Protection

          4  Agency.

          5                 It is also important that it be done

          6  today and be acted on by the full Council, for the

          7  reason that today is the very last day for the

          8  commentary period on this issue or the issue of the

          9  designation of Alternative 4 as the plan to be used

         10  for dredging and for cleaning up the Hudson.

         11                 With me this morning I have Mr.

         12  Robles from Brooklyn, Council Member Marshall from

         13  Queens, Council Member Carrion from the Bronx,

         14  Council Member Fiala from Staten Island, and anyone

         15  else here? Victor Robles, and also the co-sponsor of

         16  the resolution, Council Member Miller.

         17                 This is a very important resolution.

         18  This is for us and our generations to come and our

         19  progeny. Anybody who would like to be heard on it

         20  before we have the vote, I would like to hear what

         21  you have to say.

         22                 Mr. Miller, would you like to be

         23  heard on this issue?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: I would like

         25  to be heard, but extremely briefly. Just to thank my
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          2  colleagues for their support for this resolution.

          3                 This is a simple matter, something

          4  we've learned from very small children, when you

          5  make a mess you have to clean it up, and all the

          6  protestations notwithstanding, this is the way to

          7  clean up the River. It's been studied to death by

          8  literally people who live on this River. When I

          9  think about the fact my wife has a six-month-old son

         10  with myself and she breastfeeds him everyday and the

         11  simple fact that these PCBs are transferred most

         12  dangerously by breast milk, it's just appalling.

         13  There is nothing that GE can do anymore to come up

         14  with any more excuses, they simply have to clean it

         15  up, and the City Council deserves credit for

         16  standing up and saying that it needs to do the right

         17  thing.

         18                 So, I thank my colleagues for their

         19  support.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Miller.

         23                 Is there anyone else who wants to be

         24  heard on this issue?

         25                 Council Member Marshall.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: It is our

          3  responsibility as legislators to ensure the safety

          4  of the people that we represent.

          5                 We represent the people of this City,

          6  and in the instance of the Hudson River it affects

          7  everybody, the entire State, and also New Jersey. It

          8  is our responsibility to clean it up to the best of

          9  our ability and make sure it's a healthy, viable

         10  body of water.

         11                 So, I'm delighted, and I'm certainly

         12  in support of this legislation. And I'm delighted

         13  that we're going to be voting on it today.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Anyone else?

         16                 Okay, we're going to proceed to the

         17  vote.

         18                 I might remind everyone about the

         19  outrageous testimony of GE upon being questioned by

         20  me, and stated the official position, is that PCBs

         21  are not harmful to human beings, whether they eat

         22  fish or not, and that reminds us all of the

         23  testimony of the tobacco industry at one time, that

         24  smoking was not harmful, they still maintain that.

         25  The fact of the matter is people are not permitted
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          2  to eat the fish out of the Hudson River, and this is

          3  highly irresponsible conduct on their part.

          4                 And I now call for a vote, may we

          5  have the roll call?

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: For reasons

          8  I've already stated, I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: For the

         13  future, I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye. And I

         18  request unanimous consent to be listed as a

         19  co-sponsor.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Consent is

         21  granted.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Same here.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Also Council

         24  Member Marshall.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of
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          2  five in the affirmative, none in the negative with

          3  no abstentions --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The vote will

          5  remain open for the others, so don't announce the

          6  roll call vote. The temporary roll call, five in the

          7  affirmative. Mr. Leffler is on his way and any other

          8  members who wish to be recorded in the affirmative.

          9                 I thank you, the meeting is now --

         10  not adjourned, but is recessed.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote is

         12  still open.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And will be

         14  closed upon the vote. And we're recommending that

         15  this legislation is immediately sent to the full

         16  Council for a vote and transmitted to the EPA in

         17  time to be recorded for today's date.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote now

         21  stands at six in the affirmative, none in the

         22  negative, and no abstentions.

         23                 (Hearing recessed at 10:10 a.m.)

         24

         25
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of April 2001.
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