Proposed Int. No. 511-A
By Council Members Lander, Barron, Torres, Dromm, Rodriguez, Levine, Treyger, Maisel, Chin, Johnson, Lancman, Mendez, Reynoso, Rosenthal, Kallos, Levin and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to report annually on student demographics in community school districts and high schools.
Proposed Introduction No. 511-A would require the Department of Education (DOE) to submit to the City Council and post on its website, an annual report regarding student demographics and the DOE’s efforts to encourage diversity within schools. The bill would require the DOE to report the following demographic data for students in grades kindergarten through eight, for each community school district, each school within a district, and each program within a school: the total number and percentage of students who (1) receive special education services; (2) are english language learners (ELLs); (3) receive free or reduced price lunch; (4) reside in temporary housing; and (5) are attending a school outside of the community schools. This information would be further disaggregated by grade, race/ethnicity, gender and primary home language (for students who are ELLs).  The bill would require the same information to be reported for students in the high school grades. For pre-kindergarten, the DOE would be required to report the number of students in pre-K programs and their race/ethnicity and gender. Proposed Introduction No. 511-A would also require information regarding performance level on the state math and english language arts exam for students in grades 3 through 8, as well as information pertaining to the admissions criteria used by the school or special program. 

Proposed Introduction No. 511-A would also require the DOE to report on any efforts during the preceding school year to encourage a diverse student body in its schools and special programs, including; strategic site selection of new schools and special programs, considering demographics of neighborhoods when drawing attendance zones, and targeted outreach and recruitment efforts.
This local law would take effect immediately.
Staff Contact: Aysha Schomburg at 212-788-7001 or aschomburg@council.nyc.gov.

