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Committee:
Education



	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the protection of public employee whistleblowers.
	Sponsors:
Council Members Gioia, Gentile, Martinez, Weprin, Arroyo, Katz, James, Gonzalez and Gerson.



	Summary of Legislation: This legislation would shield public employees who make a report of information concerning conduct that he or she knows or reasonably believes presents a substantial and specific risk of harm to the health, safety or educational welfare of a child from retaliatory, adverse personnel action.  “Educational welfare” would be defined as any aspect of a child’s education or educational environment that significantly impacts upon such child’s ability to receive appropriate instruction, as mandated by any relevant law, rule, regulation or sound educational practice.  

	Effective Date:  This local law would take effect immediately.  



	Fiscal Year in which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2008.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY07

FY Succeeding

Effective FY08

Full Fiscal

Impact FY08

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  There will be no impact on revenues due to the enactment of this legislation. 



	Impact on Expenditures:  The expansion of the employee protections contained in this bill might prompt an increase in the number of allegations of retaliatory personnel actions by public employees.  According to City Council Finance, the Department of Investigation is responsible for investigating such whistle blower complaints and should have sufficient investigative resources to adequate handle all whistle blower complaints.  Therefore, this bill would have no impact on the City’s expenditures.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
 Not applicable. 



	Source of Information:  City Council Finance Division 

                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:  Regina Poreda Ryan, Principal Legislative Financial Analyst

                                             City Council Finance Division



	History: Introduced on February 15, 2006 and referred to the Committee on Education.
Considered by the Committee on March 3, 2006.  Hearing on legislation as amended scheduled for April 11, 2007.
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